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between good and evil, I have obferved, 


that, in this bleſſed country of ours, the men in 


power have purſued one uniform track of tax- 
ing and corrupting the people, and increaſing 
odurt · influence in parliamefit, while the prerended . 
patriots have exclaimed againſt thoſe 9 
at leaſt till themſelves got into power, and bad 
an opportunity of carrying on the ſame plan o 


government; which they ſeldam failed to do, 


while the conſtitution was drawing nearer w its. 
ruin, and our country lay bleeding, 


J was ſure, there was a right 1 ® s | 
in government, as in other things. I knew, that 


the ſpirit of the conſtitution, and the intereſt of 
| the nation are fixed things, not to be altered; 
backward and forward according as a lig, a 
Walpole, or a Pelbam, was in, or out of ple, 
I faw much quibbling and fallacy i in. our . 


ſquabbles, Sh 1 was certain, that, there : ws. | 
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+ charts, To ſay that a man May not write of - 
| © government, except he be a agiſtrate, is * 
| © abſurd as to Hay, that a man may not „ 


s The has done, To treat of affairs," ſuys 


_— tog, yer not deb how to make es 


© ſea chart, unleſs he be a pilot. It is Known, 


that Chrifopber Columbus made a chart in his 
cabinet, that found out the Indies, The magi- 


© ſtrate, that Was good at his ſteerage, never took 


dit ill of kim that brought him a chart, ſeeing 


e-whether he would uſe it or no, was at his own ' 
choice; and if flatterers, being the vorſt ſort 


© of crows, did not pick ont the eyes ef the 


*living,” the mp of government at this day 
out Chriſtendom had not ſtruck ſo often 


© Matchiav#, which as to the conduct of them 
appertain to others, may be thought a get 
<'boldiieſs; but if I commit errors in writing, 
< theſe may be known without danger; whereas, 
© if they commit errors in acting, ſuch \vome not 
© otherwiſe to be known chan in therulk aan van 
* cortimbnealth *.” % e 1 
I do not ptetend to enter far 11e polit 
troverſy. Pife is not long enough to-diſprite all 
that is Uiſputable in o boiindleſs a ſubjeft.as 


5 Politics, or to give ne and can N 
 troverted points. 2-496, 365 
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placemen in the houſe oF « commons de iudbn⸗ 
bene wich the neceffary independence af the 
repreſentatiye body, &e. it ſignifies little hat 
may bo urged in defence of thoſe abuſes For 


though. Audi alteram partem, Hear hoth ſides , 


is a good maxim in law, yet there e gaſrs, 


hen that ib needleſs. If there he ſuffician , 


poſitive proof, that the. accuſed was at Edinburgh - 
at the hour, in which a murdered: perſon was 
killed at London, it can ſignify little to hear 


preſu ns of his guilt, unleſs it were to give | 


a declaimer 3 an opportunity of mniniog . | 
As to the article of le, I am in hopes, every 


candid. reader wil! allow, chat the collecter ef 


ſuch 2 yariety of matter could not well 1 
time in gathering the flowers of*Parnaſſus. Such 
a work as this, adorned with the flig ai | os, 
toric, would reſemble. an anchor (would to 


Gad this work might prove an anchor. to the 


rempelt-tolſed ſtate ) orn amented. with carying - 
and gilding, And: I: cannot. help rem 


„ years, we ſeem to\ hes 
paſſed from too great a negligence of ſtyle to an 


exceſs on the laboured and finical fi ſide, That 
in what of the ie is e Of me, a 


at perſpicuity. . 
The worthlefſheſy of the — is N a 


Jeſs. ridiculous than it is odious. In remarking: x 7 


. it, I have ſometimes been forced to laugh, 
though” wich a heavy heart, This, as I indulge 


1 but ſeldom, I hope the reader will excuſe, | 
a2; Paſcal, 
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Paſcal; a grave author, if ever chere wan one, 
rem the uſe of ridicule in oppoſing | 
ons too abſurd to bear reaſoning Neal 


Sbafleſbury carries this point ſo far as to ſet up 


| (ery erroneouſly in my opinion) ridicule for a 


teſt of truth, inſtead of truth for a teſt of ridi- 
cule. Even the inſpired writers Babe t not 0 


en the uſe bf ridicule! 17 40nd ering 
2 ile, de nenn, 
. vert? e eee e 
alias» — N thy 
Parting et melius og Plerumgue ſecat res. © 
| TI VE Hon: | 
Though the ſubject of the intended ſubſequent. 
volumes be the continuation of what is treated 
in this firſt, viz. an enquiry into public abuſes, 
and means of correcting them; it is my intention. 


that this and every ſucceeding volume, be, in ſuck 


a manner complete and independent, as to be fit 


to ſtand by itſelf without any of the others; 4 


if each volume was a different book.. 

In this volume, for inſtance, I' have endes. 
voured to ſhew, that our parllameßts are, at 
preſent, upon ſuch a foot, as to the inadequate 
ſtate of repreſentation, the enormous length of 
their period, and miniſterial influence prevailing 
in them, that their efficiency for the good of the 
people is nearly annlllated, berg an eee 
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If the candid reader finds, that all this * bur 
> effectually proved in this firſt volume, then 


may this firſt volume be. properly ſaid to be 
complete, and en on thoſe N o 


i N „ 
Thoſe minute des. 8 Mr. Pigs digni- | 


Bev and diſtinguiſhes by the title of Haberdaſhers 
of ſmall wares, may plume themſelves: upon 


finding ſome errors and inaccuracies in this work. 
In the it of boroughs; for inſtance, which ſend in 
the majority of the houſe of commons, two or three 


places are ſaid to ſend 2 members each, whereas 
they ſend only one each. But in that calculation 
an error of 1000, or 10,000'voters is: nothing 
toward invalidating the aſſertion to be proved: 


And the caſe will be the ſame in many other in- 


ſtances. If any miſtakes of importance are 
pointed out to the author, he will thankfully 
acknowledge them. And if he ſhould have 


occaſion to publiſh a new edition, eortected, or 
improved, he will take care, that the int pur- 
chaſerg Have the Tongan and rr 
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to treat of all 


political ſubjects. 
On land war I have collected lietle, beſides 


conſideration ſhewing; that we have hardly ever 
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| 1 unavoidably to be expected. 
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had att atraſion to intangle ene 5 
diſputes between the powers on the continent, 
_ © ynleſs where we could en, our | navel: 25 
be en ab CEA S000 
Commerce is an linajeb® field, lat DEP 
Adem enter; the comprehenſive Dare 
that ſubje& by Mr. Poftlethwayte, ind Hiſtory 
by my late eſteemed friend Mr. Anderſon, 
having ſuperſeded my labour. In theſe two 
| books, and the original authors quoted in them, 
is contained a treaſure of valuable remarks on 
that moſt intereſting ſubject, to- which every 


'public-ſpirited perſon. in the Wenn * 60 


; gs 5 1 35 3 
Thie ſubjects wad i in this volume are J 
drawn out in the following table of contents, 1 
If the public ſhews a diſpoſition to receive fa» 


vdurabiy the remainder of what I haye collected, 5 

it ſhall be publiſhed with all convenient ſpeed; IM 

as there is hut little wanting to fit it for the preſs, _ 
For the remaining volumes, I have by p67 hage * 
collections on the following heads, vix. ; 

Of corruption in general; 5 a 
this country; of manners, education, luxury, 
adultery, duelling, &cc. of liberty in general: 
of various forms of government, their reſpectixe 
advantages and diſadvantages z of Britiſh liberty * 
danger of the loſs of liberty, and conſequences ; 

| off juries, advantages and diſadvantages; of law, 
and its grjevances; of | colonies, and the proper 
methods for encouraging them; of the 92 
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and dangers. from it; advantages of a militias 2 2 1 


the ruinous effects of continental connex ions 3 
the importance of the navy ; the conduct of „ 
finances, comprehending taxes, cuſtoms, GY 


national debt, ſtock-jobbing, &c.; a a view of 
the arts of wicked miniſters, and favourites . 
character and conduct of kings ; and of lords; _ 
a diſplay of prieſtcraft; importance of popu- . 
lation, comprehending obſervations: on pro- 
viſions, monopolies, cultivation of land, &c.; 

of redreſs by the people, when government re- 
fuſes it; of party; of patriotiſm, true and falſe; 

of national prejudice, and many other articles. 
Ihe ſubject of theſe collections, though poli- 
tical, goes beyond mere temporal concerns, It 
takes in education, manners, and characters, 
public and private. Thaſe are but ſhallow, poli- 
tics, which do not comprehend ſound morals; 

and the conſequences of the moral rm * 
men reach into the unſeen world. | | 
Long Prefaces ' are ſeldom acceptable to 
„ I ſhall therefore beg leave to break off 
here for the preſent, and to leave before the im- 
partial tribunal of the public my following 
labours, not doubting but they will be in general 
received with the gandor, which their N 
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than — it has; in all civilized ages and. 
countries, been found proper to frame laws and ſtatutes”. 
fortified. by ſanctions, and to eſtabliſn orders of men 
inveſted with. authority. ta execute thoſt laws, and 
_ the deſerved puniſhments upon the violators of 
By fuch means only has it been ſound poſlible/ | 
to preſerve the generalipeſce/abd tranquillity.) But, 
; Le diſpoſition of man, the moſt unruly | 
of all animals; that this moſt uſeful. inſtitution por 5 
been generally debauched into an engine of oppreſtor- 
and tyranny over thoſe, whom it was expreſly and 
ſolely eſtabliſhed to defend. © And to ſuch a degree 
this evil prevailed, that in wine) comp _—_ coun- 
| AT as appears. tos dreadfully mental; from 
ena ve deformed. page of hiſtory, For what 
is general hiſtory, but a view of the abuſes of power 
committed by thoſe, who have got it into their hands, 
to the ſubjugation, and deſtruction of the human. XK 
ſpecies, tothe ruin of the'gentiab-peijes: | 
neſs, and turning the Almighty's fair and good worlds 
into a butchery of its inhabitants, for the g tification 
of the, unbounded ambition of A nd? » who, it in oyer- 
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does not exclude ref it only excludes unrea- 8 
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matter of great extent, and demands the united wifdom 5) 
of a whole people. And the conſent of the whole people, | 
as far as it can be obtained, is indiſpenſably neceſſary 
to every law, by which the whole people are to be 
bound; elſe the whole people are enſlaved to 3 ene, 
or the few, who frame the laws for them. L308; 

Were a colony to emigrate from. dir 08 ated; | 
and ſettle in a new country, on what would they pro- 
poſe to-beſtow their chief attention? On ſecuring the 
happineſs of the whole? or pn the aggrandizement of 
the governor ?. If the latter, Fa mankind would pro- 
nounce thoſe colaniſts void of common ſenſe. But in 
every abſolute : monarchy, the aggrandizement of the 
governor is the ſupreme object; and the happineſs of 
the people is to yield to it. Were only a handful - 
friends to form themſelues into one of thoſe little 
ſocieties we call Clubs; what would be their object ? = 
The erge-, Hig tha CR Has or * 0 ee 
chair mann? 

Very ſhrewd: was Rumbald's Sepia 1 in Charks. II's. 
time, via. He did not imagine, the Almighty | ins 
tended, that the greateſt part of mankind. thould 
od come into the world with ſaddles on their backs, fant ” 
c bridles in their mouths, and a few ready booted and 
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unlimited by any thing human. In governors,/it may 
be compared to the reflected light of the moon; for it is - 
ealy borrowed, delegated, and limited by the inten- 
tion of the people, whoſe it is, and to whom governors | 
dre to conſidet themſelves as reſponſible, while the 
K people are anſwerable only to God; themſelves being 
the loſers, if they purſue a falſe 2 8 on . : 
Of which more hereafter.” 
e ee ee eee eee ihe by | 
| ther object of government, in ſuch manner, that where 
the people are ſafe, the ends of government are an- 
ſwered, and where the people are ſufferers by their 
governors, thoſe . governors have failed of the maim c 
dieſign of their inſſitution, and it is of no importance 
5 whe; other ends they may have anſwered: Se 
As the peopie are the fountain of power, and objeft 
| of governmipat; ſo are they the laſt reſource, when 
_ governors betray. their truſt. And happy is that peo- 
ple, who have originally ſo prineipled their conflitu- . 
tion, that they themſelves can without violence to it, 
lay hold of its power, wield it 'as they pleaſe, and - 
turn it, when neceſſary, againſt thoſe to whom it was 
entruſted, and who have exerted it to the prejudice f 
its original OTIS; 15 al which more copinglly * {| 
hereafter. HP ery 1 
| Legem_ maj Haris hn." &e, * Tacitus, The 
antient Ir maje/tatis among the Romans was intended 
againſt thoſe who injured the Hate; and the majeſty; in 
defence of which. it was made, was the majeſty of the 
; people. But Tiberius perver fed chat ſalutary law date 
a protection for fyrants. So our court-ſycophants er 
out, on every remonſtrance againſt mitgovernment, 
925 . Treaſon]! The king is betrayed; the nation is 
| bod rulned,” while nobody but themſelves has the leaſt 
thought of hurting the king, nor of ruining any thing, 
4 but that waich, if let alone, will ruin the nation. 
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nment naturally divi elf if 3 Into A 
'F' tive and executive, No 22 of wi aum Is 
more than' ſufficient for the former, For the I: ter . 
nothing but well regulated farce is wanted. To com- 
poſe a ſyſtem of. wiſe and good laws i is the atchoſt ee 
of human ſagacity. To carry on the affairs of a 


nation, in A long-beaten track, Fequpes only chmbioh 
ſenſe and common diligence. . . 
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conduct themſelves, and by which the general liberty, - 
property, and ſafety are provided for. Accordingly, 


this is the plan of government among the Indians in 


America, and other ſimple and uneultivated people 3 


and is deſcribed by Ce/ar, Tacitus, &c. as hay ring been. | 
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| compatible, with a ſmall dominion... In great and 
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of the people, or even all the men of property, 40 
to avoid Eonfuſion,. and to obtain the e 45 


opinion gf a majority, , it is thought. neceſſary.t to have 
: recourſe. to zn adequate and freely elected repreſe entation. 
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* inftance) the inhabitants of ſingle counties meet to- 
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people ought ts 98855 againſt their own annihilation, 
Fer ought 45 eſtabliſh a regular and conſtitutional 
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even in oppofition to their repreſentati: geg, if neceſſary. 
Our anceſtors theref fore were. , Provident ; 3. but not 


provident enough. They ſet up parliaments,” as a 
curb, on kings and mini Niers 3 but they heglected to 


reſerve to themſelves a regular and con! Ritutional me- 
thod of exerting their f power in curbin g parliaments, 
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patfiainentary government in as effectual a manner, as 
If every inhabitant of the country were to deliberate 
and vote in perſon,” But this ſuppoſes parliament free 


th, 
In a country, like Britain, where a parliament is 


conſtitutionally the laſt reſort, a and where there lies no | 
'Yegular appeal to the Nople, the perverſion of parlia- 
ment from its e intention may 88 ge: 850 
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ſultation, upon the means For ſecuring the Happineſs 
of a whole. people. Such, was that maſt venerable 

antient aſſembly of the Ampbi wh the 
general tribunal of Greece for judging and deciding all 
controverſies among the ſeveral ſtates. 80 great 
was the teſpect in which. the deciſions of that council = 
zvere held, that their ſentences were ſekdom,,.or never, 
diſputed, and that grievqus wars were often terminated | 
by their arbitration. The ſeveral ſtates of Greece, in 


one, two, or three del | 1 | 
ſpective importance. 

"The Panetolium of the antient pa e 
have been an aſſembly very much upon the plan of our 
| houſe of commons. This convention met annually, 
or oftener, if neceſſity required. Repreſentatives were 
ſent to this allembly from all quarters, with inſtrue- 
tions, from which they were not to deviate. In this 
Panatolium reſided the whole majeſty of the ſtate. In 
it laws were made and repealed, alliances formed and 
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directly oppoſite to their conſtitution, And to the 


divine intention. Which, by the bye, :ſhews” the 


'of divine original. Of which more elſewh ere 


The republic of Lycia was a  confederacy of towns, 
which they ranged into three claſſes according to their 


reſpective importance. To the cities of the „ Set ank 


1 


*council ; 


wang 'of the ſerond two, and to 


Sparta, as modelled 'by the good: and. wiſe 1 


was a republican; or parliamentary government, though 
of a mixed kind ; for there were kings, a ſenate elected 
by the people, and an aſſembly of the people, che con- 


4 — 


of the third : 

5 es For reaſon taught them, that they, who have 
» >the 'mbſt at ſtake, ought to have the greateſt weight . 

$ in all conſultations conterning the common good 7 


+1 


4 "Rate fent deputies to 8 = 
d. equal weight in all determi- | 
nations. And moſt of the neighbouring ſtates; which, - 

moved by fear, of danger, dee wo this' deracyy | 


DA 


ſent of which laſt; was 1 to the eſtablimment 


1 eg , 2 TY I . bt 5 
1 1 "AS * As 113 


* 


6 ; II — * — - 5 5 
* . » > Thid. 11. 30% 
c Vir. Lycuro. ſub init. Ke 14 ER NAD: 


of A lanes 49 55 Plutarch. Es "I" % r w9cls aged 55 
N h * | 


1 
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cn lv. | DISQUIST: L. NS. 
x. v. N. Nor was this mixture-an objection again 
the Spartan governmentis being of thie free, or parlias. 
mentary kind, Fhe Thebanj'the:Dytch, the BN, 
and other-free, ar parliamentary goveriunents haverdll = 
2 the mixed :ſort, having admitted king 
ſtadtholders, or other chief. There has indeed hardy 
ever EE known à pure commomebealtfr; though 
ny an unmixed monarchy;rortyranny;” The Bugs 
hh republic, which was demoliſhed by che villainous 
eee the moſt unmixed, that) ever 
was known. It was a true government by repre- 
ſentation; of. which more hareiſter- In the mean 
while, now) Lam mentioning: republican -govern / 
ment, J take this opportunity , of ieftering-an-expreſs = 
_ caveatagainſt:alli actuſatidns of a deſire to eſtabliſmm 
republican principles. Ido: not chinłe a friend to tha 
2 . promote a change in the conſti. 
The preſent form of governinent by 

2 and: commons, if it could be reſtored to its 
true ſpirit and efficiency, might be made to yield 
all the liberty, and all the happineſs; of which a 
great and. good people are capable in this world. 


| Therefore A; 40 4 not think it worth while to hazard . 


any conſiderable commotion? for the ſake merely of 
changing the conſtitution from limited SD. to 


republican government, though I bardly k the 


Tiſque.it would not be worth while to e 74 
of changing our r from corru as _ FN 
But to retum.. eel Yep ond bolus 
. Athens, 28. reformed by Sabin 83 or pe 
— Rate, conſiſting of a ſenate of 400 elec | 
£d. by the people, beſides the court of Areopagus. | 


The reren of [tha people e of . 


80 5 ori IC AL \ Book x * 
and voting in the een er aſſembly of the people, 
i if you pleaſe, houſe of commons. The people 
indeed poſſeſſed, by this means, a degree of | power = 
—— 2 reach of ſuch as the vulgar were in thoſe 
 antient unimproved ages, before the art of printing 
nad made knowledge univerſal as in our times. The 
errors in the Athraran: fate were in the hirſt coneo- 

Had Selen been æancerned in the original fram- 
ang r it, that tate. would have been .Jonger-lived, 
He: confeſſed, that: all he could do was, To give the 
Ae the beſt laws their degeneracy could bear. 

-< Athens conſiſted, ſays Harrington”, of the ſenate | 
pau the bean propoſing, of the church or. affembly.of 
the people reſolving, and too-viten-debating, which | 
s. was the ruin of it; as alſo of the ſenate of f be Ario- 
* pagites, the g archons;/ with divers other magiſtrates, 
s executing. Lacedamon conſiſted of the ſenate pro- 
c poſing, of the church or congregatipn of the people | 


* reſolving only, and never debating,” which was the + 


Jong life of it; and of the two kings, the court of | 
the ephor;, with diverſe other magiſtrates, executing, 
* Carthage conſiſted of the ſenate propoſing, and ſomes 

* times reſolving ; of the people reſolving, and ſome- 
times debating too; for which fault ſhe was repre- 
hended by Ariſtotie, and ſhe had her ſuffeter, and her 
4 hundred men, with other magiſtrates, executing. 
4 Rome conſiſted of the ſenate propoſing, the conci# or 
s people reſolving, and too often debating, which 
© cauſed'her ſtorms; as alſo of the conſuls, cenſors, 
+ xdiles, tribunes, prætors, quæſtors, and other magi- 
5 re —— Venice Bu of the ſenate or 

Prags 


* n 1 8 e r l 
km — —_— — * a 
* 


Plir. Vir. Soon, coe, 51 


up. IV. piggyiermons, ny : 


* ken propefing;” ſomekir reſolving 2 | 
© the greüt donnelt, er aembiy e 
hom the refult is e6nftitutively,” as Alf 'of. _ 
doge, We pnory, the cenſors, — — 
© zaneſel, and other magiſtrates, enegcuting! 
« bees of "the Flor rare Fre of e 
band Holland is of a lixe nature, though After 4 
more obſonre manner: for the ſoverainties,” whether 
cantons, provinces, or cities, which are the people, 
* ſend their deputies commifnoned and inſtructed by 
„ themſetves herein they reſerve the reſult in their 
'F own power) to the provincial or general conven- 
tion or ſenate, when the deputſes debate, but have 
* no other power of refult than what was conferred 
* upon thein” by the people, or is farther con ferreũ 
% the ſume upon farther oechſion. And for the 
executive part they have" magiſtrates or judlges in 
* every Fantoti, province, or city, beſides thoſe Which 
* are more public and relate to the league, as for 
„ adjuſting” controverſies between one canton, pro- 
< vince, or city, i and another; or the like between 


0 vince, or city. * Ane 

© Thebes, in Barotia, 5 00 a gs with water. 
wail hne to b republic, and was 4 free-pr'par- 
liamentary governthent in the times of Pelopides and 
Ep — od Who raiſed it to great eminence amo | 
ih ſtates of thoſe times, and at whoſe den e fugk I 
again into · its former obſeurity . | 

Carthage was ' undoubtedly” 2 "hs; or | parkiainen- 
-tary ſtate, without à king ; though 1 py not know, 
that we have a particular account of its conſtitution 
+ OT ETA oe from 
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F ban aa ad. 4 4s. Sat 
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4 go. Vir, Prator. a Ersin. Plat Bacon,” 
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2 — ee nn of the 

y itſelf we haye not ſo, much as the name of '2 
wiite tei 2 „ eser of their having a ſenate, and of 2 | 

al diviſion among the people by the H n fac» . 
ion, which ruined Hannibal's ſchemes, and prevented 
His wig a total ien . Rune n GY 
of Ganne *, 5 OTA Ke 
The 5 5 e "Ae 1 Julia Cf. . 
Parliamentary, Their ſenate may be compared 40. our 
houſe of peers, 4s the ſenators. ſat for life, and in 
their own right. And though the Romans. had nothing 


of repreſentation | comparable to our houſe, of com- 


* ſuppofing our houſe of commons incorrupt 
and independent; yet repreſentation, or giving the 


wh their weight -in government, was What they 
intended by their tribunes of the people, and by divid- 


ing the people into curiæ, cumitia, tribes, &c. The 
Roman republic was but half- formed, and the formed 


part was the leaſt valuable. We read often of the 


tribunes ſending the conſuls to priſon; and, we find 


the ſenate depriving the tribunes of their office . 
8 This ſhewys the Roman republic to have been | 


ill-balanced, when the ſenate was ſometimes above the 
tribunes, and the tribunes ſometimes above the conſuls. 


Namulus had originally. divided the people into. three 
tribes, and each of theſe, into ten curie, He choſe 


one ſenator himſelf, and ordered each of che trib 


and curiæ to chooſe three, which a oynted to x00 in 
all. None but patricians could be nators... {Th hus 0 

of the 100 ſenators owed their ſeats. to theizpec / 
When the 100 Sabines were wa, they were were ll Patri- 


2 See the Roman Hiftorians of that periode. 
> AnT. Univ. HISsT. XIII. p. 14334. 


ene and nchen by the people. — Te inis 
Priſcus, to ingratiate himſelf with the- people at his 
acceſſion, choſe! 100 ſenators out of their body; be 
ennobled them firſt. The number of the ſenators | 
bably continued to be about zoo til the time of Hl, 
530 years from Targuinius Priſeus. Gl probabiy 
increafed the number (by dringing i in men for his' pur- 
poſe) to above 400. But theſe additioftal ſenators 
were ſtill choſen by the people. Cefar, to ſtrengthen 
his party, inereaſed the ſenate to 900; introducing all 
forts of men, as new-made' citizens, half-barbarous 
Sault, ſoldiers, and ſons of freed-men. It would be | 
fidicutons: to "think of the people's having any hand 
in "this" tranſaction. For in Czſar's time the army | 
| ruled all. And laftly the triumvirs increaſed the ſenate 
to above 1000. In the imperial! times it is of no 
conſequence what the number of the ſenate was $3 
becauſe all power was then engrofſed by the emperors, 
and the ſenate was an empty name; that mighty 
ſenate, of which Cineas, Pyrrhus's embaſſador, ' ſaid; 


4 


it ſeemed to him an aſſembly of kings; chat ſerſate; 1 


which was far ages the ſcourge of tyrants, Was then 


become a mere ergaſtulum of ſlaves, the 11a f the | 


Hatterers, and ſupporters of tyrants, | 
After Cbrialanus's time, H. L. C. 26 3. the plebei- | 

ans became eligible, without being ennobled, into the 

| ſenate,” And thoſe magiſtrates, who were calle: guru, 

| had the priyilege, during a certain time, of giving 

their votes in the ſenate, though they, were 4 

ſenators. N e n 1 
"The Rimex Ahatort vt eber by l geſtertl "pb - 1 

or No, ſitting in their places; or by ſeparately declar- 

ing each his /ententia, as the cenſors called their names; 


ar by WR thoſe W one ſi fi de . 


[ 


g 
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of the at and thoſe againſt it to the other, whick 


they called; ire pedibus in ſentanti am tums, &c, and thoſe _ 


ſenators, who only divided, without giving cuir rea- 
ſans, were called ſenatores paduri ust. 
The . Raman republic Was indeed on fniſhed, 
For the caprice of the multitude was left to operate at 
random. 80 that every popular demagogue had it in 
his power to ſpirit up the multitude to whatever pitch 


of madneſs might ſuit his ambitious, or intereſted views,” 


Nor was the general ſenſe of the Roman people known 


| by the fluctuating violence of the mob of the capital, | 
| who were often, deceived, and often influenced, by. 


largeſſes of corn, or by ſhews of gladiators ; but who 
had more weight in the government, than the conſuls, 
ſenate, and all the citizens of Zaly and the other Ro- 
man dominjons., The error conſiſted in the want of - 
a regular ſubdiviſion, and repreſentation of the people. 
The body of the people of property ought to have 
in their own hands the government of themſelves, 
But the multitude in one great and debauched city 7 

| ought not to be conſidered as the body of the people, 
The tribunitial power was too great, The appealy 
to the people at large, and their voting at large, was 


| what firſt opened a door for the conteſts of Hylla and 


Marius, and of c and Pompey, which overſet | 
liberty. [ | 
The great error in the Roman republic was, That ; 


the people, or plebeians were not repr r but 


voted in a collective body; which occaſioned conti- 
nual tumult and confuſion, They aſſembled in innu- 
merable qaulticudes, and forced their tribunes upon 

. wad; 


—— __ 


_— 


| Dies. Halic. Dian. Cafe. Lins Appian Fell raum 
_ b. | 


Chas. IV. — 46+. 
whatever their licenious - fancy dictated. They Na 
— conſequently were very ignorant and 
often choſe the worſt meaſure, when the ſenators; if 
left to themſelyes, would. n poten. much yon, 
for them- _ en eheti3 

The Gaul to 1 arts who, died of; D. 
428, managed. all affairs in the aſſembly of the po- 
ple, where, they ſet up and dethroned their hen 
their pleaſure. = 

The power of the French kings was antiently, . 
rained within very narrow limits, Liberty was the, 
faine i in France, as in all the Gathic ſtates, The power 
was in the aſſembly of the ſtates, The frequent 
calling of general aſſemblies was thought inconvenient. 
Therefore they had ſtanding committees, which gave 
riſe to the parliaments of France, The parliament of 
Paris firſt attended the king, then was fixed to Paris, 
for convenience, They formerly judged the peers and 
treat men of the kingdom, over whom the king had 
no power, becauſe they were to bo tried by their 
All the great officers of ſtate took their oaths in par- 
Hament; not bound perſonally to the king, but in ja 
political capacity, Laws had no force, unleſs | 
regiſtered them, 'The efficiency of all thoſe checks 15 
how loſt, No aſſembly of the ſtates now heard of, | 
Parliaments are only the ſhadow of what they 1 
Their tyrant has the liberties of the ſubjeR entirely at 
his merey; impriſons whom he pleaſes; ſets up what 
judges he pleaſes, t try whom he pleaſes, and con. 
vick them of what, crime he. pleaſes, The great 
officers take the oaths to bim, and are reſponſible to 
him, and net at all, as formerly, 10 ys 7 n 


This is the work of or aces FIPS oF] 
. 2 Ales 


— — 8 LS »» 3 R 


* Moo, Univ. Hisr. XL. = 413, WOES. — > 


_— 


10  POLITIGAL - 4b 


Advices rakes France Jan. 7773, ignify; that the 
Princes of the blood - have yielded to the court; and 
that the parliaments of Nyancs will be aboliſhed ' to the 

very name the thing has long been doſt; his abo. 
tion has accordingly taken place'fince,''- aig 
Ahe three eſtates of Francs, in cheir times of free- 

dom, were, 1. The clergy {they will always be upper- 
moſt.) 2. The e b n deputies Ww os 


"OF" & 71. \ r 2 


provinces, ; * 
According to the dra ben of the Reb, 
every free ſubject was entituled to ſome ſhare in 3 
vernment, either in perſon, or by repreſentation *, 
ZR Frequent conventions of the ſtates of Denis; 
when that country was free, wete a fundamental arti= 
cle of the Daniſh conſtitution. They conſulted” con- 
cerning matters of government, laws 57 peace an va, 
Taxes, and promotions to offices, 

The Sweii/h government has wks been, u _ * 
Parliamentary, or free plan. In that country, till the 
revolution'in 1772, four eſtates made the Jaws, viz. 
1000 nobleſſe, 100 eccleſiaſtics (juſt 100 too many) 150 
Citizens, and about 250 peaſants *. "They þ had nes 
nobility before A. D. 1 560. Voltairt bbſeryes, that 
Charles XI. was the firſt abſolute prince in Sweden, 

and Charles XII. his grandſon, the laſt. "= 

In Sweden, the upreme power. is veſted, not in 
c the king, but the ſenate, Which! is no other than « 
committee of twelve choſen out of the eſtates, ot 
s parliam ament of the kingdom, to controul the king i in 


8 < all , which 7 diflike 4, 40 2 The 
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Chap. IV. DISQUISITIONS. 1 5 


„The Belagneſe,| 4; D. 1200; had lively Ideas \of - - 
t the Roman republic. They: "had- conſuls, 'whoſ# 


« powers were like thoſe of Romez and many infetiot 


4 magiſtrates, hom they ſeldom ſuffered to cohtinue 


in power aboye a year *,” In a time - dan- 
ger they continued them ſeyEral years, if f they 1 


them wiſe and Faithful vd. 9 
Marſeilles, like Holland, was u free teputi ic plat 

by a ſet of brave people, lying from flavery ©; 

Srotius celebrates the Dutch, for that, like the 


Wag 


antient Romani, they have always been al inſt kingly - 


goyerninent, That in the times of Ceſar, the com- 


mands of the ptople had a much power over the i 


ripes, or elected chiefs, as theirs over the people, 
Nen minus in ipſos juris &c.* Gratilt quotes Tacitus , 
who obſerves, that all the Germans were for liberty, 
and that by liberty the Romans mearit republicati | 
government, is evident from Tacitus s expreſſion, ,- 
t Urhem Romam a printipie, &c. Rome was originally 

© under tingly government, | "Liberty (in oppoſition... 
to mmarchy) '* and the conſulat power wete efta- 


« bliſhed by Brutus; ald from Lutan t, Lin, 
tal ultra Tandim, &c. Liberty (after the decifive 


battle) © fled beyond the "Dok and the Rhine; 
* what is how poſſeſſed by the German and Scythian, 


+ often obraltied at Barker on TE blood, is 85 f 


eto us. 
TI $4 17 


cortes wete mucll the fains e af er, 


Vor. * 
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? 


timidity of the Co/tilians, who 


of = oltre e 


1 


C, 

was very gar Dag tha; government 
her church more pure than others, from pop 1 

ſtition, rejecting the pope's ſupremacy. - 
0 narehs, elective and limited, as in 9 4 2 all x: of 
Gothic: ſtates, commanded the army, | called; general 
councils; propoſed the ſubjeRs to be confidered, gave 

their ſanction to Jaws, gaye out edicts merely execu- 
tive, coined money, gave employments, ' conferred” 
honours ; but all under correction of the general = 
council, who could. ſet aſide any of the king's acts , 
All the northern nations had ſuch 'a mixed form, of 
government, in which no money could be raiſed,” nor 

laws made, or repealed, but with * oonſent. Span 
is now under abſolute governmen t, occaſioned by: the 

Lay gave up; the 

cauſe of liberty on a'defeat in war, between them and 
Charles V. which laſted only two years (the Dutch: / 
fought for liberty 70 years). Charles told the cortes,. 
he wanted them to- On him n e then he” 


1 = 
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would: paſs their bills. The 


is the inartia of mankind dg 


The cortes of Partugol, haue . « 


crown their part in, the legiflature;., Their governe 
ment, w 


ments of France”. The ceremony of giving Don 
Anz, I. of Portugal the. ki by the: public 


Ks My bation. of, the. peaple,, 4, B. 2140s exhibited 4 
Ha Mags 


us fpicit in both king and people. . 
Ide Helyatic, confederacy is the moſt confiderable 


tepublican. or parliamentary government, after the 


Venetian. . The; Swoye cantons are not, properly 
ſpeaking, a republics but an union of ſeveral repub= 


lies. But they bave a common aſſembly, In which all 


inatters. intereſting to the whole, community are de 


bated z whatzyer. is. there determined by the major 120 | 


binds the whole z they, all agree in making peace, 


_  Yeclaring warzQ,and the LI and cuſtoms, which pros 


- vail, throughout the Swiſs. Greet ate (e ting thi 
difference. in- religion between th the protet ky an 


Popiſh. provinges) nearly the. ſame *, . Tbere are, f ins 

deed, ſome differences bath in conftitution: and admi- 

| niſtration, - 4 But ſo ate there: differences betwern l 8 
three kingdomg, and the numerous colonies, which 


compoſe the Brityh. 27 ; nay there are differences 
h between the cuſtoms! the, ſeveral counties of B ng- 


es 2 5 ; Gn 
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up the point, and voted their tyrants — — + 
to have deſtroyed, almoſt half a million mts ep 3 


land. All this then, contrary to a common preju- 


hich was once free and parliamentary, is now _ 
unmixed deſpatiſm, and, their gortes like the parlias = 


ty 
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dice, that the | largeſt dominions, as well as the 
ſmalleſt, may be adminiſtred in the republican form 
with as much ſucceſs as in che monarchical. The 
| 3 Roman republic took in a much greater extent  * 
CD Q | dominion than many modern kingdoms put together; 
and was, with all its imperfections, as well admini- / 
ſtered, to ſay the leaſt, as moſt monarehi es have ee 
5 But this is matter of ſpeeulation merely. ye”, 


The diet of Poland is conſtitutionally Sonpolit of 
King, ſenate, biſhops, and deputies of the landholders 
of every palatinate. Every ownef of three acres of 
land has a vote for a member. And the majority | 
carries every point. But in the general diet, unani- 
mity is neceſſary, Every palatinate (without regard 
to the towns in it) ſends three members. The indi- 
gent gentry are always directed by ſome perſon of 
_ Luperior fortune, influence, or or ability, The diet of 
P)iland conſiſts of an upper and lower houſe," The 
5 5 upper Houſe contains. the ſenate, the ſuperior elergy, . 
| | and! the, great officers ; the lower the repreſcritatives 
of 1 the palatinates'*," An edi&'by king Faxellon, who 
reigned in the r6th century, found contraty to his 
| coronation oath, was hewn in pieces before his face 
as by the Poliſh ſabres . The Poliſh. nobility will not 
1 give up the privilege of electing their kings, though 
they always elect tle hereditary ſucceſſor . By this 
| they impreſs their kings with the idea of obligation ö 
to their ſubjects 1 and at the ſame time, the heir to 
7) the crown is s properly educated, 


n 1 
bh. 
When / 
4 5, | 9 ; 13 i ; 
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Pony 1V.  DISQUISITIONS.- * = 


_ When liberty began to dawn (ſays Voltaire) * : about 
A. D. 1300, the ſtates general of France, the parlia 
ment of England, the ſtates af Arragen and Hungary, 
and the diets of the German empire were e 2 
on the ſame foot, as to the privileges and conſequence 
of the third eſtate. [ We have ſeen forme difference 
ariſe ſince the above period. Let Britain take care, 
left ſhe” come into the condition, into ee 
ſtates are fallen.] 

France I ſays the fame Tuthol) *. "Was once pee 


land is now Th aſſembled the 
46 Eng is now. The kings. allembl e * 


83 


Ia the Year 1355, they made their king John, fi 

charter much like the Magna Charta of ' England. val 
There was ſcarce an abſolute | prince in Europe, 
zbout the 13th-ceatury... But the 1 were tyrants, 
and 2 feudab tenures 12 a. t, ,to-uſt 
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om CHA 5. N 
0 15 "WM! } ai ond Alke, 1, D Bie; 
Miement. 2, By Abuſe. By Eünbliſbment they 
art an inadequate. Repreſentation ef the People, 
ar rhein Period Wenne 5 Lo Aſo 15 ; 
corrupt. 1. bis 
| Arliaments i in Bagland: have "hack of aq uctu- 
| pP. ating importance in different ages. It ens long 
 þefore they got co what might be called = bearing, 
| And even now, there is in them infinitely: more wrong 
than right, as. will too E pet * owe 


NO. 
Piarliaments are — 5 and defiant, 1557 eftablith- 
ment; and 2, by abuſe. M hen I diſtinguiſn between, 
the irregularities and deficiencies in our parliaments 
by eſtabliſhment, and by abuſe, I mean hy, the former 
ſuch irregularities and deficiencies as are ænowyn and 
avowed, as their too great length, their being in 
Inadequate repreſentation, &c. By the latter, I mean 
thoſe which have inſenſibly crept in, and prevail 
through connivance, as cerruptiog. at de ens, and in 
the houſe, &e. 
It is juſtly remarked by Mr. Hh That dvr, . 
in government, is publiely allowed at any particular 


bh | " "© 2 8 n 
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period, may, be aid to be e at tet peri 
eſpecially (it. may be added) if --Þ 
| 90 1 To introduced and Ae 15 1 


3 of PR UP e N power 


Tu an. "3 | ing 
avowe, ted at firſt, LY 
abuſe becomes conſtitutional, 

But the buying of Vorongbe, and of votes in the | 
X houſe commons, was never fairly cltabliſhed, nor 
openly avowed as a regular proceeding, and ig there- 
fore a mere abuſe, and not a conftitutienal error. 
Almoſt all political eſtabliſhments. have been the 
creatures of chance, rather than of wiſdom. There 
are few inſtances of a people forming for themſelves | 
_ conſtitution from the foundation. Therefore ik 

impoſſible to ſay what would be the effect of a petbct 
commonwealth; there being no example of ſuch a 
phænomenon. The common courſe of thoſe matters 
has been, that either a people have emigrated frum an 
old eſtabliſhed government, and have wrought into their 
new ſyſtem of politics the errors and: deficiencies, 
which had crept into the old; or a fow wiſe and god 
men have undertaken to repair and patch up a > ji 

. conftitution ; and then, like Solon, they found th 
| ſelves obliged to be content with as good a conſtitu- 


tion as the people would bear, inſtead af ſuch an ne 


as a wiſe legillator could frame. And in eſtabliſhing | 


and to ſuffer various particulars to be eſtabliſhed con. 
yy to their own. better judgment, So that the 
„ wmachite 


fs Pi "oo y 
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machine of government being puſhed one way by one 
y, and the contrary by another, is at laſt puſhed. 
into a bog, or ſet on the edge of a precipice, and left 
' out of the perpendicular, like the hanging tower of | 
5 Piſa, 1 to be propped and ſhored up by poſterity. "This 
zs in part the caſe of our wn conſtitütion, eſpeci - 
1 ally with reſpect to the commons houſe. of parliament. 
If there be in for 71 fra. ten leaks, to · ſtoß nine | 
r | sere in a fate of ſafety ; 
though they muſt p apy Ropped' one after another, 
ee nee RY 
9 Ten mbrem,. Ke. 3 a, Vine, 
ſeyeral . frightful leaks in the great veſſel 
| I eee be not al een | 


70 1 


eee ee ormous — 3. . Dhepas by «th . 
abuſe, corrupt, or fallen under an undue influence 
both as to the peo of e e. and _ Spee 


ae eee #53659: 81 tg n t Hg 
we * F n l ee Id. j 
+ „ A. - : 1 * 77 ; 


Kate, Earn, its. er 


WI EN our anceſtors firſt propoſed government 
by repreſentation, it is certain, they intended 
 pdequate repreſentation ; for no dne deſerves the Names 
er anſwers the end, BR 

. EY + Every | 


. 
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very Engliſhman (ſays Sir Themat Smith *)" * 
intended to be preſent in parliament, either in pere } 

c ſon, or by procuration and atturney, of 'what'pres . 

6 eminence, ſtate, dignity, or quality 'ſoever hehe, „ 

© from the prince to the loweſt! perſon of "England. © I. 


And the conſent ae Lon: ament is taken'to be , 
« erer mand edit : 1921100 $3, wht 1 


IIa a free Nate (ſays judge Bunetſhone v) every man, 
ho is ſuppoſed a free agent (that is, not, . 
ry, abſolutely dependent on the will of another; 
6 9 to be, in ſome meafure, his own governor 
and therefore a branch, at leaſt, of the 1 2 
© power e ſide in e "whole 
2 ave ET be ; VL 2 
It is evident; ede apreſeine 
liament is utterly inconſiſtent with che — pri : 
government. For a people governed contrary 1 to 4 


Dre 


Y 1 =Y A 


ſenſe of the phraſe, e 
was an enſlaued people den e - 
Il oft effintiel-de fixer; Fg Pa: pf | 
| excellent Monteſyuicu :) to fix the number af eit 
_ © zens Who are to vote; otherwiſe. it is- uncertain! 
whether the people, or only a part of the people, 
haus given their ſenſs,' (We know fall well; that ie 
is but a very ſmall part of the people of England whoſe . 
votes fill the houſe of repreſentatives, and that the votes | | 
af both electore and members are moſt /barefacedly 
inſſuenced.) * At Sparta, the ſenſe of the people was 
8 ee _ a. Hu of ſe" * N 134 99 3 
F M 
_ rr R Ne 
hy Can. Wiarrnf or Exo. 37. 2 
* Blachh. Conn. 1. 1 58. | 8 | 
1 ef. L'zops, p88 voir, 3 1 
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| ſhadow: of propriety, Called free ? 


tation off 


11104 L Io . 
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* compare joey things th. 1 could the . 


Ball India company be ſaid to be eſtabliſhed on 
proper foot, if 100 praprietars, whoſe ſtock 


«d In, all to 5, Oo d. had — of  chopſ= 
ing the court of directors againſt the votes of 5000 
proprietors, 'whoſe:ligek.was worth 5,000,000 I. and 
if the court of directors, when choſen, poſſeſſed 
Abſelute power without appeal, and thought theme. 

ſppofible tte 50 ſet of men upon earth? 


Ora a friendly ſociety. conſiſting of 200 members 


und that the whole, power of the ſociety, was en- 
groſſed by 3 members; and that the others could 


obtain nothing they. wanted, or in the. manger they 


wiſhed te haye it; cold: this ſociety be, with any 
hat parliamen- 
$6597 xepreſentation. on its preſent foot, is as in 
— eſ_— will appear but top clear in-th 


. ee Ns XY 21 1 1 


That a part of the people, eee 


e 


dle, and che moſt neefly. and dependent part of the 


people, ſhould engroſs the power of electing Jegiſlators,, | 
and" "deprive the majority, end the independent part 
of phe; people of their right, which is, to chooſe 


| legiſlaters-for themſelves and the minority and depen- 
dent part of the ane is eme n 


can be imagined. - An "Fi EB 2110 © 
(Every 72 dure * * a gegdoitable . 
ermaneney, ought to be founded in truth, | 
Juſtice,” and the reaſon of things. Que admirable con- 
, Aitutlon, the envy of Europe, is founded in injuſtice, 
Eight hundred individuals rule all, themſelves : accoun- 
bade! to nome. Of ba about * are born rulers, 


er. U. —— : 


whether 2 2 or ngt. ooh Ot the oth an 


—_ 10 N he, el 
electars, dhe grea 


rſon nom or b Foals dee, er, ſter,. 
10 p : 42 the 


Inſtead; of. the. power eee 5 
hands of. ils, geople,- or, 19 f 


barougbs, the lengthening, of parhament, to to ſepteh. 
Wb ee e fade 


Wo 


but the bang ful, re Ne m. 


ought, a eee ; plaih, 
bers ipto Geo 


{ propetly of ie 5 


„ 48 it 


In conſegquence of the. ingdeguare Hate of. 0-444 = 


apprehended, 102 » 


þecapſe.. that. wauld. not. he gl 


tation, che ſenſe of the; prpple may be grofly mile miſs 
.miGepreſepted; and it may tirn on 

to be of very little conſequenee,, chat members v 

willing eo obey the inſtiructions of their V e ; 


of the people, For the people zre nat their conſti. 


tuents. The peqple of England are the. inpymerable 
multitude which fills, lke.one.continyed city, a grea 


part of . Middleſex, Kent and Surry 3. the countleſs 


Inhabitants. of the e the 


titudes, who ſwarm in the cities and 
of Brite, Liuetpoel, Mancher, Birminghan,. Els, - 


of ;the-people. . oy an 


ſhixes &c. In ſhort, the ſenſe gf. 


* 
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ſent, from the hungsy omg of ro \Devont NN. 


be papacy = 2 


would be, at beſt, only. the ſenſe of a; few- thou- 
"a ; —.— it, 1 to be 8 of ſeyeral bun- 


; 
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 dreds of thouſands, a5 will be vey laty made * 


by, and e 
4 6 Neither in Sell nb Eighe (ſays ſay ays Repin *) arg 
Ws the reſolutions of parliament to be always Tante Me. 

4 as the ſenſe of che nation. It is 4 defect of the F 


< conſtitutian_ of both houſes, tuat the members 'of | 


< parliament. receive fot ime from their el#Qors. - 
The moment 7 IS 2 they become maſters. 
<and ſoxereigns ! "of "tHofe" 99 0 whom they are choſen, 

« and palin uphn we wetzen chelt oon Yecifions for 
4 thoſe of the' public, elidagh they are often con trat ry | 
© to the ſentiments an” initereffs' of the people 


< repreſent;  Trffances are ſd Fred tient, that 1 need = 


not ſtay £6 prove What T'advince? "0 It muſt hot 

be ing inet (ſays he *) cht chen (in che ue 
Anm VIII. E any mere thi it this "day; Whateper. 
© the N iament did wi” Agrecabll "to the” ene 
« opinion of the natiog . The "eptelentative” was 
4 choſen”; as at ; preſent, ne l "Inſtron edn· 
4 cerning the Points to be debated in "parliament; 
s nay without "the people's knowing any thing of | 
„them. Thus the houſe'of commons had, 26 ͤf 
© may ſay, an unlimited power to determine by =# | 
© majority of votes, 'with"the'conturtthee of the lende 

<and aſſent of the king, what they” deemed 
* for the welfare' of the kingdom.“ Hin our times (the 
preſent always excepted)" what they deem proper for 
th: welfare of the junto.] There was no neceſſity 
therefore, in order” to obtain what the court deſired, 
© of having the conſent ef the people, but only the 
( majority of voices in both houſes, Hence it is ea, 
* to conceive, that the eburt uſed all imaginable means 

F members to n as were in 1 


— : 
* 
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their ſentiments. £1 
© practiſed, till ſome. cure is * for. this a 
4 . call it an inconvenience, becauſe it hap- 
pens ſometimes that the parliament ü 0 50 
. da to the general opinion of the nation. 
Under a whig miniſtry (ſays the ſame author?) . 
bee a whig parliament, choſen, under a tory minitt. | 
tory pacliament,/..5 It has al; happen, thy the 
6 reſolutions of the lower hou have been dire 
+ trary, to the ſentiments, of the people, whom they 
© repreſerited. . $9. it is not cha people, or commons of 


Eꝛugland that ſhare the legiſlative power with the King 


© and peers but the.repreſentatives, who enjoy a pri- 


« vilege, which belongs only, to the people — 74 1 


+ ak, 60 eee ee | 
© their conduct. All they can ſuffer, it, they Bs 
« ated. in parliament contrary, to: the ſenſe; of their 
enn or borough, is not to, be elected again , 13 
Piorliament under. Hany. VIII. confirmed the demo- 
ktion of | the. papal power over England, and. the dic. 
ſolution of the religious houſes; under Edward VI. 
demoliſhed: popery; under Mary, ſet, it up again; 
under Elizabeth, overthrew it a ſecond time. 80 we. 
haue ſeen parliament ſtamp the Americans, then unſ 


them, and then tax them in a new manner: "Parlis 15 


ament has not, in theſe, ſudden doings and undoighgs, 
followed the ſenſe of the people, The an 
Lee ſo unſteady as. this comes to. In former 


by miniſterial influence and all this in conſequence 
of its being in no reſpect a Juſt and zecountable repre- 


ſentative of the * | '4,x 


8 oo 11. 80k. . | v bid. 


: = » 1 


| was, tool much overawed by the , TE 
| authority of kings : . in latter times, too much ſwayeck | 


* of 


LY PII beach, N 
0; In forter ages" W done Be 
7 D. 1685.) the cemplexion of this houſe 
© might trave been depended om as a true — 
* kian of the inclinatiens of the pep but by whats 10 
„ eyer magie art it has ben brought about, the c 
4 flo directly contrury. The eomplexion ef this 
0 © affenibly is alvynys the fütme with that of our Miu 
WF Bp er., e adopt A their "meaſures; ue applagd - | 
50) Rep er da de G. We are 'angry with 4 
a 1 they happen to be angry With, We enqüirs 
hen they fet us on; und weſtop when they ſuy/ Vo 
i have gone far endughi Sir; We have had for many 
A years paſt a ewurſe of moſt excellent miniſtars, orthis | 
T houſe has by ſome magie art been rendered blind 
to their failings. I ſuy ſome magie art for if by 
any art we have deen tendered temify in our duty, 
4 jt miiſt have been by ſume urt of the Devilpermined 
t dy God Almighty for the puniſhment of bur fine; 
And if ſo, 1 hope he/ will diſpel the enchüttmant, 
2 before we have una on ourſelves inte, neuen 
hy * able werdition® 7 ee ee ns fab 
The nation in general Uiſapproved vf: as (Proceeds 
s of the tory commons, A, D. 1707, und "the 
* of pence, grand jury, freeholders, Ke. of N 
ot a petition, lamenting che dieser inthe 
Kingdom, and the reflextons caſt upen the king 
{by the commons) recommending urif6n, uttentlon to 
"the ſenſe of the people, ſupplies, dee. The Houfy 
votes It featidalous, infolent, ſeditlous, tending” to 
deſtroy the conſtitution of parllament, and to fubvert 
the eſtabliſhed government ef thelv tem. They 
| ordered the gentlemen, who proſonted it, to be taken 
3 ws 
Alu. Din, CoM. 11. 198. 
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into cuſtody. One eſcaped; It Was apptehen F 
force would be wed to refeue tile others. Tue * 
orders them to the gitchditiſe, aud alldreſtes the Link | 
to iſſue his pochiiniition' for "appithieriittg Collpappey | 
again, and for putting cut of the Ha df the 
peace and Keutdhaney ſuch bf the itiotith as were 
in them Then the legion letter Was font c- tte 
ſpeaker, which begun thus, Gentlemen, it wete » 

< be wiſhed you were men of that temper, and po. 2p 
 E ſefſed of bo Abel honour; as to bear with the truth, - 
„though it be again you, «ſpecially from ts, W 

have ſo e eee Bit es 

even petitibns to you from your thiters'(for f 

« ate the peöpſe une chuſe you) ave id Baule 

© received as "ron conthiſtihig the authors to Ille, 


\. 


gal cuſtedy ; 50 *y1v6 us leave td give you 

# this falr notice of (your inifehayiour, If qo ok think 
© fit to reQify ydar errors, you will do well, / 
©-polfibly may hear no more of un but ff not, 4 
« yourſelves the nutlon will not'lottg hide thelr refent- 
mente. And though there are no ſtated . 
© ings to bring you 'to your duty, yet the great [law 
0 A wow and all natlons Allow, that whatever- 
e power is above law, is burdenſome and tyrannleal, 
| © gnd may be reduced by extra4Judicial methods, You 
« are not above the people's "reſentment 3 4 
* made 'you members may reduce you to the | 
e rank 'Whence they choſe you, and may gl you | | / 
+4 U e het (a abuſed Kitdneſ in terms you may | | | 
# not de pleaſed with} Tee, *. 
Tue imprifoning of the Kals petitioners was | 
„ condemned in kata Yet the com- 


78. Cos. 111. 5. roy File, 6 own „u 
115. 307. . | 
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5 tnons eondemned the petition itſelf, wn” reſolved, wy 
to aſſürt, that the houſe, of commons is hot the, only 
| repreſentative of the commons of Englend, or tha the 
'tommons have no power of en he ore 
thelr own members, or to ref on th 4 proceed 
of the houſe, or of an wk my JO 
high. voter of the pr 1 * of the ut ſe of c 
thons . All this Ie, the h eſpotiſm, and ls 
ladeed Rin t with itſelf, ,. | 
; Queen 1 In her in to. 1 puſiaments 
addreſs, A, D. 1714, ye, She eſteems the addreſs and 
| Apprebatlon of the peace of Utrecht, the undoybted 
voice of her pple, But the lords in their firſt addreſs 
10 George I. ſay, * It was by no means 10 Imputad 
te the nation in general. And the commons Int 
leſs than a year afterwards, ſaid, + As that diſhonour 
+ cannot in juſtice be imputed to the whole nation, C. 
All this ſhews that a parliament may haye one intereſt, 
nd the nation another, This coyld not de, if, par- 
liaments were really what it is pretended they 8 
The treaty of Utrecht” (fays the. duke of: "Argyle © b 
in the houſe of peers, A, H. 1739) was approved of 
© by a majority in both houſes of f parliament. Tremem- 
© ber, 1 then diſapproved of it, and gave. .my ſenti⸗ 
ments very freely in this houſe againſt it; and - if 
C remember the reward I-met with for ſo doing, That | 
every treaty was in a following parliament, ſo highly 
0 diſapproved of, that ſame of thoſe who had the chief 
hand in making it, were puniſhed N 4 
and others had perhaps been more ſeverely puniſhed 2 
"© if they had not fled from juſtice, This my lords, | 
© may . be 12 15 fats of the convention in ſome 
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4 Find. 8 1. 303. 7 wid. 11, 356. 
© PEB. Loxps, vi. 332. | | 


dx l. biste tens, ; * 


future parliament, though'the Mien 6 16 lend how / 
extremely fond of his" chlid! fer T'eanhot bir look = 
* upon — 41 mijeſty's ſpesch und the addteſd not) þ 
4 ſecond approbitlon"of that conyerition, 
«7 2 think them deſſgned as , ew tHlumph'Gyer 
« thoſe thiit-oppoſtd It, which enn gie fle great Joy- 
« to the nutlon, whitever lt may do to'the ae of 
« the'convention | und therefore with that In order 
to make His country recholes ks well as 5 he 
would hereafter take « much eure te ert | FR Work 
« thoſs that oppoſs l. * 
When the bill for Rühle * heal in queſt 4 
ſailory' was before the We AD. 17 307 
found tö be Very unpopular, and the people, of 
terſhire * petitioned. ag lng "it in a very high. 9555 "BY 
That it would, as tho petitioners apprehend, Wh 
* hardſhips upon the people too heavy to be bothey and. 
_ © exeite difcontents in the minds of his inajeſty's ſub* 
« jets would ſubyert'all the rigtits and privileges'of = 
© a Briten, and overturn” Magna Charta itſelf; the beſts 
© on which they are built j and by theſe means dafitoy | 
« that very liberty, ſor the preſervation'of"which 4 
« preſent royal family as eſtabliſhed upon the throne 
of Great Britain; for which reaſons ſuch a law ef! 
never be obeyed, or much bloed would be ſhed/ in +. 
« conſequerice of it.“ The houſe took ſuck olfenies\at | 
this petition, that they: voted, 496. to Aae 
not lie upon their table . e de Þ gx 1: HE } 
= Hear Mr. Pits 66 thivfubjedt, A. P. 2743 be 1 FEES 
< misfortune is, that gentlemen who are in::office e 
« ſeldom-converſe with any but ſuch as are in| office, + | 
© and ſuch men, let them think what they will, 
Vor. I. al 15 or W 5. R « Always 
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A 3 es land » 4 2 r * 
46:2 — — — * a py —— 1 ne hs a 
by. g 1 4 1 S . * 3 3.4 
* 4 * * 
A „ 
- - 
Fl 1 a ; 


1 Des, Lerne, vi. . 269. 


1 POLITICAL... a 


always ein the conduct of their ſuperiors ; gen- 
« ſequently, gentlemen who are in the adminiſtration, 
[# or in any office under , it, can rarely know. what. is 
* the voice of the people. The voi, ce. of this + houſe 
© was formerly, I ſhall, gran, and always. ought. to 
0 be the voice of the people. If new parliamen Were 
more fre equent, and few placemen and no penſioners 
c admitted, it would he 1 ſo ſtill; bur if long parliaments - 
© be continued, and a corrupt influence ſhould. pre- 
£ vail, not only at elections, but in this houſe, the 
© voice of the houſe will generally be very different, 
nay often directly contrary to the voice of the people. 
So that gentleman thought. 30 years ago, and to | 
the ſame purpoſe, à few years ſince, on the: ſtamp; 
act, he charged the houſe of commons with an unli> 
n compliance with the demands of che miniſtry, . 


In the caſe of Abby. and White, the reſolutions iof 
the commons were directly contrary. to the ſenſe of 
the people. The people's univerſal opinion was, that - 
the commons took too much upon them ; and that 
any perſon may, and ought to appeal to the eburts of 
juſtice and the law of che land, When he thinks/him- 
ſelf deprived of his right 48 an elector; the reWlu« 

tions ofa houſe of ns being unſtead and 
vague, while the law f the land & notorious and if | 
F manent. Ot which more hertafter fter. e 

We have, in our own times, 1 * roll hs 

able inſtance 'of diſagreement between the fenſe of of t 
people, and that of Parent, RT 
liament repeatedly | expel Mr, Wilkes... And 'we have 


ſeen the: mp ſo highly e at this 
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that 60,000 of them have petitioned the king to diffolve 
this parliament. In conſequence of which | 
petitions, it was to be expected, that ſome notice would 
be taken in the king's, that is the miniſter's ſpeech; next” 
enſuing, - Inſtead of which'(ſo low, is the: people's im 
portance ſunk; atid To little regard ſheum to their wel 
nion) the laughter of all Europe was excited by a few 
frivolous paragraphs about a pretended ſickneſs among 
the horned cattle, of which no body had heard any 
thing before as then exiſting in England, not has any 
one ſince. It was moved in the houſe of commons, 
that, in their addreſs,” in anſwer to the above profound 
ſpeech, the houſe ſhould declare their intention of 
enquiring into the cauſes of the preſent diſcontents. 
Several of the courtly members. gravely. denied that 
there was any diſcontent in the kingdom, though - 
they knew- that 60,000. bad ſubſcribed petitions for a 
diſſalution of parliament. -/ "They, miglichave argued | 
more; plauſibly, that there was no parliament then 
exiſting. For it will appear. preſently, that a tenth 
part of the above number ſends, in the msjoxity of 

the houſe. And if the voluntary petition of 60, o 
deſeryes no regard, ſurely the bought votes of 5000 | 
ougght to go for nothing. Othen of the oppoſers of 
the motion ſaid,” The affair did ue 
before them as if they had declared, that the hou 
of commons, the grand [inqueſt of the nation, 
repreſentatives / of che people of England, are not 
obliged to enquire into 2 matter of ſuch conſequence | 
in the opinion of the people, that 60, oo of them 
had thought it neceſſary to complain to tlie ſovereign 3 
or as if they ſo wholly- [diſregarded the opinion of ten 
times the number of the electors of the majority of 


their * houſe, concerning their own condition, that l 


| _ did not OW it worth. white to”enquire what 
ET 
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bud ſo Ora offended. ſo great a number of their 
5 cConſlituenta, as to proucke them to the unuſuali met · 
ſure af petitioning the king for their diſſolution. 
Others of the courtly gentlemen, in imitation; of 
= : Walpole, ſaid, the peti tioners were baſl-Vorm. n. 13 But ; 
muureiy they could not be mote. buſe- born, than the 
i% | | beggars, ne ſend in the en of nee 
0 | commons. 15 et £ . | 
bx The miniſterial party, however, « et ir galnſt 
 the- ene "ot e . ws 83 11 0 eee 
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| IVE. tnillicns,” qt rin the eflimats of my 
I incomparable friend Dr. Price, an our beſt 
po the calculators, is neareſt to the true number of 
the people of England. The males between 36 and 


56 in 5 millions are 1, 250, ooo, or a fourth part of 
the whole. As youth at 16 are of an age too imma. 
ture to be capable of voting, ſo are many on the con» 
trary capable of voting beyond the age af 30 and 
one may be ſuppoſed to make up for the ather It 
is commonly inſiſted on, that perſons in ſervitude to 
| others, and thoſe who: receive alms, ought not to be 
admitted to vote for members of parliaments, becauſe 
it is ſuppoſed, that their votes will be influenced by 

thoſe, on whom they depends! F 
But the objection from i6fuence, oj. fall: tothe 

5 ground, if the face ers n/a right dog, and partie - 
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ament free from court-influence, Suppoſing half the 
conſtitution in diſorder, it is not eafy eee 


what would be beſt for the other half. My purpoſe 
is, to point out 4 the defects. And if the people 

will eorrect all.F ſhall point out, I will- wen anſwer, 
that all malt go well; but not if they amend aer of 


To return. — n in 6 r 2 
Every man has what may be called rp dag 


unalienable property. Every man has a life, a per- 


ſonal liberty, a character, a right to his earnings, a 


right to a religious profeſſion. and worſhip according | 


to his conſeience, &c, and many men, who are in E 
ſtate. of dependence upon others, and who receive 


charity, have wives and children, in whom they have 


a right. Thus the poor are in danger of boing in- 
jured by-the government in a variety of ways. But, 


according to the commonly received docttine, that 
ſervants; and thoſe who receive alms, have no right | 
to vote for members of parliament, an immenſe inf. N 


. 


titude of the people are utterly deprived of all power 
determining who ſhall be the pre T 


_ fingly conſidered is of ſmall value, yet is upon the WhO 
a very great object 


poor in this Eaſe is, that though they have no ſhare" in 


determining who ſhall be the lawgivers of their country, 
are in raifing the taxes which 
'he taxes on malt; on beer, lea- 


they have à very heavy 
ſupport government. 
ther; ſoap; candles, and other articles, which te paid 
chiefly by the poor, who are allowed" 17 votes for mem- 

bers of parliament, amount to as much as a heavy 
land-tax. The landed intereſt would complain grie- 


vouſly,. if they bed ho 2 of —_— . 


1 1 - tives, 


s of their lives . 
their perſonal liberty, their little property (which FR . 
\ and the chaſtity of their wives and 
daughters," & What is particularly” hard upon the 
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tives. And it js an eſtabliſhed maxim in free ſtates, 
that whoeyer contributes to the expences of govern- 
ment ought” to be ſatisfied concerning the application 
of the money contributed by them; conſequently | | 
'/ © ought to have a ſhare in electing thoſe, who have the 
power of applying their money. Nor has the receiv- 
ing of alms been always held a ſufficient reaſon for 
refuſing the 'ptivilege of voting; as appears by the 
following ; "© Refolved; A. D. 1690, That the free men 
< of the port Wes Sandwich, inhabiting within the faid 
8 borough, Kelch ough they receive alms) have a right 
þ 2 to vote in electing batons to ſerve in parliament . 
. Query, W hether there be not other inſtances of perſons 
receiving alms, having 4 right to vote for members. 
But, giving up the point, concerning the right of the 
poor to vote for members of parliament, the preſent ſtate 
of parliamentary repreſentation will fill, appear to be 
3 inadequate beyond al] proportion, Of the 3,250,000, 
| tte whole number of males in England, we may well 
ſuppoſe that at leaſt one third, or about 4, %ůꝝ 
are houſekeepers, and independent on alms. Divide 
this number by 513, the number of members for 
„ England, the quotient is 799 and a fraction; the round 
x: number is 800, which ſhews, that no member of „ 
8 - ament ought to carry bis election againſt a compe- 
©  titor by fewer than 401 votes, that being a majority 
| of 800, who have the e voting, excluſiye of the 
poor and dependent. If we allow them the right or 
privilege of chooſing repreſentatiyes, which I ſee no 
argument againſt, the number will be much greater, | 
Viz. _—__ TR0Ds" 2 Meeren of, which i is Sos, 5 
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Mr. Pofllethwayte. reckons 639,000. taxable perſons 
in England, excluding Wales *, And every perſon, 


who pays tax, ought ta have a ue Calculators did 


formerly reckon above 6, ooo, ooo of ſouls in England 


and Malti. And Dr. Price ſnewa, that there i is great 


= 


reaſon to apprehend (with much concern I write it) 


that <,we have loſt a fourth part of our people. Sup- 
poſing Poſtlethwayte's number of taxable perſons in 


England and Wales. together to be 630,000; "dividing 
this number by 54 3 ſhews, that no member ought 


to be vated into the houſe hy fewer than the majority 
of 1200; for 1200 have a right, and 601 ought to 
be che ſmalleſt number of votes actually ginen to him 


who gains his election againſt a competitor. Or if 


we calculate by counties, the preſent ſtate of repre- 
ſentation will appear 3 abſurd. The moſt 
adequate plan for forming an aſſembly of repre- 
ſentatives, would be, for every county, including the 
cities, boroughs, cinque ports, or univerſities it hap- 


pens to contain, to ſend in a proportion of the 513 
anſwering to its contribution to the public expence, 


Were that the plan, we ſhould, in the ſame manner, 


ſee no. member ſent into the houſe by fewer Fhan fove- : 


5 xl And of voters. Of which hereafter. 9 
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ET. 1 judge ſor himſelf .of the 3 
| irregularity of parliamentary repreſentation, from 
the following view of it "D4 by the learned- 18 . 
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In the following am I have Gated the majority 

as the only electors in each place; which they really 

are, the votes of the minority being/-infficient. A 

| | have given to Wallingford, for inſtance, 76, the majo< | 
ES: rity of 1 50 electors, which latter is the whole number 
of voters in that borough; ſo that no member for 
Mallingſerd can be elected by more than 76 efficient 

votes; and he, who has. 76 votes, is. as:effeQtually 

elected as if he had the whole 150. And I have com- 

puted the number of votes, which elect the majority 

of the houſe, as the majority is the ſame, to alli intents 

and purpoſes of dein non, with the whole 5 en. con. 


| WALLINGFORD hs ſends 2 members choſen by 76, _ 
„ W of 150. 


ben —2 — — 6, 
Windroer — 2. 8. 
: Leſteard. — — — — . 
| Leftwithicl . 1 „t rx 2 IS 
7 Truro, 1 — 2 — — 14. 4 
Bedmin - 5 e e — 9 — 7 ne 0: 
Helton | 1 ͤꝗñu— — — — 34. 1 5 
Saltaſh _ —— 2 — — — 1 5. 
Camel far —ʃêL'̃̃ ð—.— 10. 
; Wefilaw Pp ³˙¹w-- —öʃ 
| Grampound LV Lo 2 — — 5. 
Curried over 26 e 
| | The right of election at Grampoundis in the corpork- | 
tion of nine men, and burgeſſes made by them, which 


burgeſſes, therefore, are not to be accounted as free eler- 
tors, being made for the purpoſe of the election. This 
is the caſe in other Ties which I 0 not , 


{ 


Be Brought over. 


Eaftlo th se 
Penryn... . 
Tregoney..... . 2 wm 
A — 
St.: Jus. 7 

F e. eee 
St. Getmain t 2 


* 


Sr. . — 2.— 
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St. Maut ar 116 
| Killington 4) 1 — Ai — 5 
Coctermautt nb 2 - 
Totneſec.... == Lao: a — — 54. 2 5 
| | Planpton ____.._ ___ —2— — — 19H, 4 „ 
Hupen — 2. i f 
Aoburten — 2.- —— 01 
Clifton, Devonſhire 2 — y ꝓ— ; 
; Bereaſonsn n- 8 | ho 
P Tiverton. — 2 — — 124; | 
; * Kela. — — — 
Carfe-Goflle | — emer. 
Maldon, Ee — 2 R 145 . | 
Hari) 2 3 _c: 
Meobly, zurn. — — — 42 
Huntingdon 385 | — 2 "* 


be 
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Ducenborough, "Kent —2 


12 EE 


—— tf 


Newton, Lancaſbire — 2 — F 
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e Brought o over 88 eee RD 2019. ; 
Wigan ' cee ſends 2 members choſen by 101. 


Boſton, nen. —2 — — 101. 8 
| Sn —2— — | — 41. 
5 . 3 . — —— 17. 
| 1 bam Ferrers e * 2 — 
_ Retford, Man. mee | — ä ( — 76. 
Wenlock Magna, Sa — 2 — — 51, 
B . 
\ Bath, Samerſenßire —=2 —— — 17. 
Mine head ——2 — — 81. v 
Tichefter © © —2—— 6 
Melbornm 2 — — 26. 
Winchifter > * — 4 — Ir. NT 
Southampton OY "nn Gy. +, 
Parfum ren I 
Newport, Wi yg 2 — 13. 
Stockbridge 2 1 a 256. 
| Newton, Wight — 2 —ñ——ä— IT. 
The lord of this borough appoints a mayor and 
Wer burgeſſes, who chooſe the members. 


- Chriſtchurch, Hampſh, — 2. — a: 
Here likewiſe the corporation of 13 Saks the bur- 
geſſes as they pleaſe. Therefore the corporation N 


ars to be reckoned the electors. 
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Chap. IV. um 8. 9 43 NY. 
ba over 138 g elt 2136. TE 1 
nin bonds 2 — choſen by 4 ; 
Whitchurch — ER So Wr. 
The S are the electors, whe! cinnbt be 
above 40, ar there-are but 100 houſes i in the town. 


Andover — — 2 —ää— 44. Ee 1 
Vet there are « 600 CIAL town. bt WA, 
: 4 
lis ſays, there are not e 20 hee and th 9 8 
. we members are elected by. the nne pe. 
| Raſt Grinad — 19. / 


Arundel, Suffolk - | n— 
222 — po 2 — 


. 
Old Sarum 
4 n — Willis A. D 
have been told that now there is no houſe, 
therefore going to charge the two Old Sarum ſents 
tors to nobody. But as Willis ſays, the lord of the 
borough appoints a bailiff arid ſix burgeſſes, to whom 
he gives his conge d lire. I have called them his repre - 
ſentatives. And ſurely he, and the lord of the borough 
of Newton, in the iſle of Wight, ought to be con- 
tented with the „ they have in parliv - 
lley . — 2 
I ſtate Berodley at 8, the majority of 1 the 
other 20 are appointed by the 14. | 
Knareſborough, Yorkſb, =——= 22k'—v . 26. 
Scarboroygh 


Boroughbridge 
| New Malton 


Aldbereugh | | _ 
This town and nc are both/i in one pariſh, 
the only ſingle pariſh in England that ſends 4 mne 
North Allerton | — 
Haſtings, cinq. port - 2x 
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— "Rag e lr 4e. 
PR cinq.” port "ſends re et . 


Neu Romney, diteo. | — n 
eee en * t. 

N Wincbelſes . pr: ont 2 | 
| Seaford, ging. bi f 15 — 

| — — 2 IEN 


orporation confifiv Gr 700 watt n 
Vargeſiee they "pleaſe. They being probably at the 
command of the corporation, are hardly t be ne- 
counted fret electors. Let us, however add 36 to 
the corporation, Walen will mn _ rig, car of 
eleQors 72. pong” 0 ö GABLE . «MOT 
Watton Baſt 3 hm | h * 
Shafteſbury | + act erent ee CTY. | 
Marlborough 7 p—__; . 2, 

he members are elected by the Ara only, 
which are a 1 5 and two bailiffs, © _ pen 
Droitwich: | e — — 1 
Newark © D 
N ON — 2 — 2: . f i 
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1 an 254 4405 $ ky 83 Ig - 3s: | | 
wild Tee fan; thankgmemlar are acctus 
ally: elected by 37a 3 vgtes ; nom the moſt numerous = 
meeting of the commons ever known, was'anioccalion . | 
of the debate:about'/Falpaley A. D. 1741. Tbere were 
then 502 in the houſe. Therefore 254 comes very 
near a majority of th houſe, or the tohole acting and 
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trious 5723, who have the power of conſtituting 
lawgivers over the property of wo nations we Mats 


ſelves perſons of no property.  .- | 
In North Britain the 3 of fouls is thee \ | 


3003000: The males between 16 and 56 are 
230, ooo. Allowing one third part to be their own 
maſters, and to be above receiving charity, no Scotth , 
member ought to be elected by fewer than a majority of 
2000 votes. But there are many inſtances of members 
elected in North Britain by almoſt as ſmall a number 
as in England: The truth of the matter is, that in 
North Britain, though the country be nothing as to 
riches, compared with England, yet there are fewer 
beggars: Almoſt all are — though ze 
number of thoſe houſes are wretched hovels. | 5 45 that 
almoſt all adult males ought to be voters. A, W 
Ane — Ve AP 2 
Lord Talbot *, in x his ſpeech i in the dont of cer: 
| £ D.-1739, ſuppoſes, that 50,000 elect the 2 jc 
rity.of the houſe. , And he juſtly exclaims againſt that 
number, as utterly diſproportionate, which i it undo by- 
edly is, if the due number be 416, odo or 6394900, _ 
What would his lordſhip. have ſaid, had he. known | 
that little more than a tenth part of his | 50,000, fend | 
in the majority of our lan-makers „ . 
Taking the whole repreſentative for South © and - 
| North Britain, the members for counties are gnly | 
131 of the 558, of which 131, 42 are for Scotland an 
Malis v. The members, thetefore; for che borcughs 
and cinque ports, which ought not to be one in ten, 
compared with thoſe for the counties, are 382, ab. ve 
| _ times as many. 80 that, * one member, Wh 
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may be ſuppoſed to come fairly into the houſe, four 
(if we except a: few, forthe; great cities) are ſent hy 
the pooreſt of the people, directed by court-influence, 

We have ſeen... above, .p...38, that, diyiding the 
right of voting as it ought. to be, no member. ſhould 
be elected by fewer than the majority of 800 votes. 
But. we find, that not one member of all, theſe 236 
is elected by a number ſo. high as 3003 and a multi- 


bas by a number below 20 TY 


If we take the places, where a majority of thee 


tors comes below 20, it is ſhameful what a- propor- 
tion of the 513 is ſent into the houſe by a handful, 


and that handful 'moſtly anon + in low the, 
and therefore obnoxious. . 1 or bene g * 
power of do lr F 
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whole for England) are ſent into the houſe 9 755 a 
mons by 364 votes, which'1 umber ought no to fend 
in one member. For 16 member ought to be — 
by fewer than the majorſty of 800, upon the wen 
moderate calculation, according, to Dr. Price, in ee 
to give 216,000 voters their due and equa}? „ 
buted mare of legiſtattwe power, without en en * 
diſtriburton the majortty of the men of pföpertt s 
enſlaved ro the haridfut 6f beggars, who, by ein 5 
the · majority of the houſe of commons, have dd Freat 
an overbalance of powef over. them, as to be able 6 Et 
carry Every point in direct e to their ch ry N * 
and to their intereſt; ©” * „ 
| Here we ſee. Le . e te 
perſons, the lord of the pitiful town of Newtony,. in "4 
the iſle of Wight, and him of. O Saria Mili, | 7 
where there is not a houſe, ſend in as many; members 
2s the ineſtimable wealth of the city of Londong. in 
which the livery, who are. the legal | electors, are 


5 8, oo0; and the pag, who. . H9-haye votes 85 
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are probably 30,000. and upwards. | Here two wa. 


viduals have equal weight in the ſtate with 39,000 56 


The following counties, 4. D. 1693 to 1697 on 
an average, paid annually as follows, each reſpec- 
tively ſo many parts in 513 of the land-tax and ſub- 50 


ſidy; and ſent waer as follows *, a 


Land-tax.. . Subſidy; Araber. | 


Cumberland — 1 — 1 == 6. 
| keene — 1 — I — 4. 
Mikdbſes „„ a — 8. 


According to this eſtimate, Middleſex, with - its 8 
towns, contributes of land- tax and ſubſidy together 


265 parts of 513. Therefore Middleſex ought to be 
repreſented by 265 members, .. And. Cornwal contri. 


butes of land-tax and ſubſidy together 13 parts of 51 "* 


Therefore Cornwal ought. to ſend 13 members. 


Men of large property ought likewiſe to have more 


votes, chan thoſe, who have leſs to ſecure. Proper 
ought in all ſtates to. have * proportions} eight, _—_ 
conſequence. . 


In, the. Fat India at of 1 1773, which was. heavily 
complajngd of for its injuſtice, thexe i 18 ye, one very 7 
equitable Jegulation, and worthy of imitation,, Vize | 


That every A eg of zooo l. ſtock ſhall. have t 


votes 3 of 6000 U, 33 and of 19,000 J. 4 votes at clec- | 


tions of directors. 11 6 12 

The Brit: government, therefore, taking it accord- 
ing to its ayowed ſtate, is neither abſolute. monarchy 
nor limited monarchy, nor ariſtocracy, nor democracy. 
nor a * 8 1 ie and demo- 


2 * * 


ond 


„ TR +0 * e nne 


3 eee den Lade wh 
Wurrzn. Ev. PosT, June 16, „ | 


* 
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cracy ; but may be called a ptochocracy (the reader 
will pardon a new word) or government of beggars. 
For a few beggarly boroughs do avowedly elect the. 
moſt important part of the government, the part 
which commands the purſe. It is true this is only 
the oſtenſible ſtate of things. The Britiſd govern- 
ment is really a j juntocracy (I doubt the reader will now 
think I preſume upon his good nature) or government 
by a miniſter and his crew. For the court directs * 
beggars whom 'to. chooſe. 
Is this the univerſally admired and univerſally envied. 
Britih conſtitution ? | | 
How much more proper would a petition have 
been, from the friends of liberty to the king, to ſet 
himſelf at the head of a plan for reſtoring indepen- | 
dency to parliament, than petitioning him to dif- 
ſolve that which was then fitting. What point could 
haye been gained by that meafure ? It is a handful 
of beggars, bribed, or awed, by the court, or the 
grandees, that ſends the majority of the membets into' 
the houſe, Would not they have ſent back the ſame 
' men? Did they dare to ſend any others P If it be ſaid, 
that the diſſolution of the parliament then fitting 
would have redreſſed all grievances, it muſt follow, 
that a new parliament would ; but how many new 
parliaments have we ſeen ſince the revolution? Yet we 
have now ſtanding armies, ſeptennial parliaments, 
rotten boroughs, placemen in the houſe, exciſes, &c. 
Though I have not the leaſt idea of wiſhing ſo 
t a change in the conſtitution, as would exejude 0 
king and lords from parliament ; yet I may, I think, 
be allowed juſt to mention, that the great power by 
our conſtitution veſted in a ſmall number of indivi- 
duals, which will always make an inequality, and 
an unbalancing, ought to make us the more deſirous 
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of reducing, if poſſible, one of our three eſtates at leaſt, | 
to ſomewhat a little nearer to adequate, than it is at 
preſent. But of this more hereafte. rw, 
Repreſentation in the houſe of commons is 5 
quate in other reſpects beſides thoſe already mentioned. 
In antient times, when parliaments were firſt eſta- 
bliſhed, there was no property, but that of land. £ 
Therefore all powers, and all. honours, were heaped 
on the landed men. The conſequence was, that the 
landed intereſt was too well repreſented, to the detri- 
ment (in our times) of the mercantile and- monied. 
This is an occaſion of various evils. For many of 
our country-gentlemen are but bad judges of the im- 
portance of the mercantile intereſt, and do not wiſely 
conſult it in their bills and acts. Of this kind are the 
game- act, the dog-act, and taxes on every neceſſary 
of life, which give our rivals in trade a great advan- 
over us. And miniſters, to curry favour with 
the houſe of commons, are tempted to burden com- 
merce with taxes for the ſake of eaſing the landed 
Intereſt, See the art of Nalpole to this purpoſe, by 
propoſing to eaſe the land of one ſhilling in the pound, 
and laying a duty on ſalt for three years, to make up 
the deficiency, It was objected to this propoſal, That 
the ſalt-duty was always reckoned a grievous burden 
upon the manufacturing poor, and was therefore taken 
off; and that it was a ſtrange paradox, that the landed 
gentlemen were poorer than the poor, and therefore in 
more need of relief from a heavy tax. 
It is the overbalance of the power in the hands of the | 
landed men, that has produced the bounty on exporta - 
tion of corn (of which more fully hereafter) which 


increaſes the manufacturer's expence of living, and 
| : E 2 g dil | 
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diſcourages the exportation of our manufadtures, 
This is, in the end, hurtful to the landed intereſt. 
But ſhort ſighted and ſelfiſn men do not ſee it in that 


light; nor will ſeem to underſtand, that the land-tax, 


while nominally three ſhillings in the pound, is not 
really nine-pence. The time was, when land in 
England might have been purchaſed for a goth part 


of its preſent value. What has given it the 49 parts 


additional worth ? Can any one imagine, the diffe- 


rence is N any thing, but our trade and manu- 


factures f. 
A. D. 1373. 1 parliament being called, it was ex- 


preſsly mentioned in the writ, that from every burgh 


c and ſufficient, who had t 


. ping and merchandizing . | 
There ,was a clauſe in the eleQion-bill in King 


e ee ſkill in thip- 


When the young nobility and gentry (ays Dave- 
© nant) employ, their time and thoughts carefully to in- 
© ſpe and conſider the kingdom's foreign g 

will evidently ſes how much their landed intereſt de- 
c pends upon it; they will find that as. trade b gught 
land from 12. 60, 25, the general, rental from. to 14 


millions, ;and.the kingdam's . capital * 72. to 252 


< millipgs,;reckoning lands, tenements, here litaments, 
c and perſonal eſtates, 18 years purchaſe at a medium; 
« ſo it, may:bring.land from 25 to 50, years purchaſe, 
< and lands, tenements, hereditaments, 4 &c. from 18 to 
< 26 years purchaſe, the general rental from 14 millions 
to 28 millions, and the Landen 8 capital from 252 

2 | *--& to 


— 
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there ſhould be ſent two ry fy * the moſt diſcreet 


. William's time for rendering merchants eligible into 
parliament, making oath, that they: were worth 5000 7 


they 


\ 
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to above 1000 millions, if by induſtry and prudent 
© management it can be rendered more extenſive. But 
| © the mutual dependance between land and trade, we W 
© hops, has been bree wade out * Wa ar ref | 
© theſe diſcourſes *,* || * 
It was owing to a want of cpa in the houſe. 
that the bill for reſtraining paper-credit in America was 
brought in. And it was no ſmall diſgrace to the 
houſe, that there were petitions againſt, it preſented 
from moſt of the agents for the colonies, as an impru- 
dent and hurtful ſcheme. - Peſtlatbuuayte, in his Dior. 
or Comm. and BRIT, TRUE SYST.. has made many 
remarks on the advantage of merchants ii the wal 
of commons; to whom I muſt. refer the reader. 
Is not an ariſtocracy a government in the Ns of | 
a few, or of one claſs, or one intereſt; excluding the 
body of the people of property from their due weight 
in government? Is not our houſe of peers wholly, and 
our houſe of commons chiefly filled with men, whoſe 
property is land? Is not therefore the government of 
this mercantile and manufacturing country in the 
hands of the landed intereſt ts the excluſion of the mer- 
cgantile and manufactural? Does not then the govern- 
ment of this country tend too much to ariſtocracy ? | 
The eldeſt ſons of Scoteh peers are declared incapa- 
ble of ſitting in the houſe of commons. But the 
ſons of Engliſb peers may ſit, ſo that ten individuals 


out of one family may hel pes.” Is not this 20a '|  ; - 


ariſtocratical 275 oe | 
It is faid, property i in land is more ads of: being 


proved, than in merchandice, manufactures, or ſtocks. 
But this is frivolous; ; for any man, Wr 


nn 
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of an oſtenſible land- eſtate, may be in debt to more 
than the value of his eſtate; and whene is then his 
qualification? N 
The intereſt of meren is fo och the intereſt of 
the nation, that there can hardly be too many mer- 
chants in parliament. The Londen members almoſt 
always vote on the fide of liberty, It is objected, 
that each merchant will probably vote in parliament 
for what is moſt for the advantage of his own parti: 
cular branch. True. Therefore let a conſiderable 
number of merchants always haye ſeats in the houſe, 
1 chen all different intereſts will be cooled, It | 
. 


favour of the: court ng" government coma. 1 | 
here again comes in my. obſervation concerning par 
tial reformations. Correct all the other abuſes, and 
court-influence will become impoſſible. 7 20 
appear the advantage of merchants in the houſe of 


commons. Of all which more, hereafter, \ 5 
As to the monied intereſt, if the public debts a” 
not to be-paid, or ſome ſubſtantial ſecurity found, fox 
them, it would be very. proper,. that the, monied 
intereſt (as ſuch) ſhould have repreſentation, in par- 
liament. Elſe what ſecurity. have we, that a profli- | 
gate court will not ſhut up the .exchequer,, as' Charles 
II. did, and obtain, by corrupt means, the ſanction 
ef parliament for the meaſure? It is indeed alledged, 
that the mercantile, manufactural, and monied inte, | 
reſts are repreſented by the members for the cities, 
and boroughs. But this is nothing to the ſe, 
Becauſe the nenn . is always to. ig | 
py: 
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How parliamentary Repreſentation cant to be thay 
I. Inadequate. ads uh 
3 3 451 1 WS | 
| wo" the Se of 1 a 
ment came to be thus out 'of "al" proportion i in- 
adequate, in much the fame manner as cities come to 
be built in defiance of all pl plan or re Falun by every 
land-proprietor” 8 eee his Mts, cap en buijd- 
ing upon his own toünlg. Oür Un 0 Sur queen 
ave An took 475 "the priyilege'8f K ning riiemmbers, 
as pleaſed their fanc N bee AI regard to juſtice, or 
proportion. r e n ee eee 
Mr. Carte* alled dges, 3 Fg "the" Papers!” in "the 
puritan times, in "order to ſtrengtitein o their own 
party, ſearched old recordb, 10 found, hüt many 
towns of the "King's dewelle hf "ba" Himteed 
once or twice by © Edward I. to "Felt Kprefenta- 
tives; and on this founded 4 preteflde, -that "theſe 
were in all times parliattient-to hi, TO his (fays 
be) the puritatis göt the aſcttilahcy "Ih'tHE Rouſe 3 
© and thus was an HG Ui tion in the 
« repreſentation of the kingddm'Introduckd tb che in- 
0 finſte prefudiee of the cbnfeltütten“ N eee 
Mr. Carte Mews, thüt che mode of“ is 
eſtabliſhed” in dh times Wis tölerib y ad 
but that 25 caſtl is how vüftly altbred Rei 
© no. enger any jott Gr. fecöihb e ptwpöftton in he 
F pie of 3 pot llt alliche Imded intereſt is 
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© nied intereſt * by about 100 deputies of cities a 
great towns, there are above 300 repreſentatives of 
« ſmall, inconſiderable, and many of theſe beggarly 
3 boroughs, who by a majority of 3 to 2, are able to diſ- bf 
poſe of the property of all the landed and opulent men 
in the kingdom in deſpite of their unanimous diſſent, 
© Theſe have long been conſidered as the rotten part of 
© our. conſtitution, and being venal as well as poor, 
c they have been the chief ſource of the- A | 
e complained of in modern parliaments,” '- 
< Foreigners, who know and reflect on this i inequa- 
C lity i in our repreſentation, which they cannot recon- | [ 
© cile to common ſenſe, ſtand amazed at hearing us 
< brag of the excellency of our conſtitution,” while it 
© labours under ſo fundamental a defect, and/are apt 
© to doubt, whether the ſenſe of parliament is r 
the ſenſe of the nation, & c. 5 


According to Borlaſe, author of the NatunaL Hrs- 
TORY OF CORNWAL, only 5 boroughs of that, county 
ſent 10. members, and the county 2, 23 Eaw, I. 
and Leftwithiel ſent 2 more, 33 Edu. I. Thus 
it remained, excepting one change, to 6 Edw., VI, 
when 7 other boroughs. were allowed to ſend * 
members each. 1 Mary, another was added, and 
and 5 of the ſame reign, another. „ Elia. another 7 
5 of the ſame reign, A. others ; 313 of the ſame queen, 


2 at and . 9 1h all 21 beten. 
. i i 1757 5 
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#0 This i is not 440 bur ws ebe ant _ Aces nd 
great towns are commonly landed gentlemen, as much as the 
others, and do not conſider. themſelves as particularly ob- 


liged to take care of the * muck leſs of the monied 
intereſt. : 


a : SN "2. 
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which, with the county, make up 44 members, | 
cauſe of this partiality for Cornwall, he thinks, — 
that dutchy*s being in the crown, and yielding a greater 
royal revenue, than any other county, all which way 
very convenient fot our kings and queens, as the places | 
were poor, and conſequently dependent. So that pro- 
bably the very deſign of giving this privilege to theſe 
paltry boroughs was, to obtain for the court an undue 
influence in parliament. And ought they then to be 
allowed a privilege; unjuſt in itſolf and given with un- 
juſt views? Towns came to be'burghs (that is, pri- 


vileged within themſelves, and freed from certain taxes 


and tallages) by charters of lords or kings. It was 
originally left to the ſheriff of each vw r by name 
the burghs, which ſhould ſend members. . 
oldeſt returns extant of knights, citizens, and bur- 
geſſes, are 26 Edward I. viz. 2 knights for Wilt- 
hire, 2 citizens for New' Sarum, 2 burgeſſes for 
Dounton, 2 for Devizes, 2 for Chippenham,” 2 for 
Malmeſbury . But afterwards, 12 Edw. III. there 
were returned only 2 knights for the county, | 2 
citizens for Sarum, 2 for Mili, 2 for Dountan, 
and 2 for Merlaberg, r Marlborough *,) Brady 2 
tions many inſtances of places diſcontinuing to fend - 
members, and then beginning again, and diſcontinu= _- 
ing again, for 100 to 300 years, Cc. And, which ia 
extraordinary, the returning officer would often return, | 
* Null ft alia, &c; There are no more cities, nor 
© burghs in my bailywick, ' though more cities and 
 burghs in the ſame bailywick, or county, had former! 
ſent members *, 22 * 9 There is no other 2 
or 


* 


. Brady, 1. Of Bux cs, „ Ibid. 52. | 
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or burgh, fit to ſend members; for the ſheriff, at 
his pleaſure, often ſpared the decayed burghs the ex- | 
pence of ſending members, though there was a law, 
5 Rich, II. c. 4. for Puniſhing ſheriffs, who failed | 
in this reſpect. wo The heriffs, in their returns, Rill 
extant, , often mention: that there are no . 
places in the pounty, no- able to ſend members 2 
There is no inſtance, ((ays;, Brady *) of any burgh's 
complzining of its not being repreſented. But there 
are inſtances of their un to be excuſed ſending 
members. wird tit dd 

Mr. Willis urs, thinks, there were before Fw. VI. 


about 130 Cities, and boroughs, in all, that returned 
members to parliament e, and that the original num- 
ber was not conſiderably increaſed till the, time of 
Henry VIII. but continued, from the middle of Ed-. 
war III. much the ſame, (not 30 new boroyghs being 
created between Ed, I. and Edu, VI. ) excepting that 
ſome boroughs, intermitted ſending for ſome time, as 
15 oo, to 400 years, and afterwards begun again. 
J everal parliaments, as 18 Edi. III, Sc. the re- 
3 ſay, In hoc. parl. &c, In this parliament there 
c were no briefs {or. writs], ſent to any city or burgh, 
b but to the counties only. 4.“ There were likewiſe | 
councils, or parliaments, in which were only meme | 
bers from trading towns, and no Enights. of ſhires *, 
There were 17 places made bur . with privilege « of 
ſending members, by. Henry, VII. The einque ports 
1 now 83 though the very name ſhews, that 
; N they were originally but 55, Prynne ſays Wales 
| ſent 48 memberes temp. Edward II. But Henry VIII, 
| pe, Ix N ln 
n. . of BuRGHs, 52 Gt” I id. 594 + 
© Nov. PazL. 1. a vii. II bid. xlii. 
© Ibid. ix. bit ziW. r Idi$,-- 
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trading places ſent" repreſentatives, upon oceaſional 


ſummonſes to councils for regulating trade. Mr. 
Willis likewiſe gives a lift of burghs, which formerly 


returned members, and ( which if reſtored (fays he *). 
« would conſtitute a parliament near half as numerous; 
< as the repreſentative of burghs was before Edward. 
VI.“ The county-palatine of Chefter, and city of the 
fame, ſent no members before. Edward VI. © Nor 
Durham county-palatine and city before 25 Car. II. 
The ſmall boroyghs, to which the privilege of ſends 
6 ing members had been granted for the ſypport of mi- 
© niſterial influence, and corruption, were deprived of 


© their right of election, A. D. 1654, under the uſur-: 


pation of Cromiuel . In former times, the king's 
learned council, the civilians,' maſters in chaneery, 


were ſummoned. to attend parliament, but without 


voices, as now the judges; and the biſhops were to 
bripg with them * their dean and chapter, their arch 
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ſummoned only 12 knights and 12 burgeſſes . Some , 


< deacon, and all the clergy. [zotwmgue clerum] of their 


* dioceſe, | by their repreſentatives ¶ procuratora] to 
agree [ad conſentiendum] to the things which ſhall 
be ordained f. This laſt [ad: conentiendum y as 
to imply, that all theſe holy men had ſuffrage in par- 
liament. But lord Cote expreſsly affirms the con- 


trary, and indeed it is not probable that they had, 


_ 


though. they were in thoſe times held in high venera- 
tion. There were 33 abbots ſummoned to parliament 


4 Eqward III. and in the parliament writs 6 Ed. 
ward III. 23 others, beſides 4 priors, and thę maſter 


of the order of bat; an; who were not uſually in, 
parliament, 


8 Nor. Pany, 1. P. ef, x _ MN Ibid. XXX, 
c Id. 107». d Ibid. 11. 5 10. | 
© Macaul. His T. v. 140. Cole's Ins Tir. v. 4. 
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— 11 have; forgot, in copying this out, to 
ſet down from whence I took it.] Four knights for 
c. every .county, and two men for every city, burghy' 
©, and market-town,, were ſummoned to parliament,” 
A. D. 1283, temp. Ediuard IJ. Near the end of 
Edward:I. writs were iſſued out for: Wl 1 8 
excepting Cheſhire and Durbam. 4. D. 1446, 
24 Henry VI. there were 74 d bo -porliapine- 
from 37 counties; one of which is Wigorn, and ſeve- 
ral counties are left out. There were 200 burgeſſes; 
ſo that the whole houſe of eommons conſiſted of 274 
members. now 513, for England. [I have forgot, 
in extracting this paragraph, to mark from whence I 
took it.] According to Blachſtons , there were only 300 
members in the commons houſe of parliament in the 
time of Henry VI. Therefore the number of the 
houſe of commons is almoſt doubled in about 300 years 
by our kings and youu giving 7 of MEI vn 
new places, M 
There was in the time of Henry v. e ding = 

| the ſurrender of corporations. Bada (Qu.) and 
ewbury fufrendered their corporations to the. king. 

t was queſtioned, Whether a corporation can ſur- 
render its charter, which is robbing poſterity. And 
the commons called upon thoſe towns to ſend members, 
notwithſtanding the ſurrender. The houſe however 
excuſed their ſending members on their pleading in- 
bility, and © they ſent none ſince 4. An act paſſed 
1690, to declare the right and freed of election for 
the einque- ports. Before this bill the wardens: of the 
cinque-ports claimed a right of nominating to each 


| | cinque- 
. 15 * | 
2 Brady, 111. 10. d PARL. HisT. 1. 131. 
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cinque-port one Perſon 6 to ſerve as baron or — 
a of parliament *. 
In Hmy Vilih's firſt badete e 148 
counties and boroughs, which ſent members; and the 
whole number of the commons was 298. Durban 
and Chefter were not in the liſt. The 6-boroughs:of 
Corntval, and the county, probably ſent only 14 mem- 
bers, where now they ſend 44. No members then for 
WW:ftminfter. Wiltſhirt, with its cities and boroughs, 
ſent 34. Henry gave, or reſtored, privilege of ſend- 
ing members to 14 counties, "chiefly: Welch, and to 17 
towns in England and Wales, and to Calais in France; 
in all 32 counties and boroughs, which ſent to parti. 
ment 38 members. Edward VI: gave privilege to 22 
boroughs (no counties) and they ſent 44 members. 
Queen Mary, to 14 boroughs, which ſent 25 members. 
Elizabeth to 31 boroughs, which ſent 62 members. 
ames I. to 14 boroughs, which ſent 27 members. 
I have forgot to mark whence I took this paragraph. ] 
February 1 5, 1640, The commons ordered that Cicker= 
mouth ſhould be reſtored to its former privilege of 15 
ing members v. November 26, That the town 
Afoperton and Honiton ſhould likewiſe fend Pain He 6. 
Oathampton had no members ſince 7 Edward II. It 
was reſtored at the beginning of this parliament, — 
Miably had ſent no members ſince Eduard I. It was 
reſtored 1640. Milborn-port ſent none ſince 35 EA. 
ward I. till required in 1640. The commons, in the | | 
ſame year, ordered that Malin, Allerton, and 2 
ſhould be reſtored to their former privileges, Sas 
Under James II. the power of electing members „ 
parkament was in many places transferred from the 
— 5m ee” - inhabitants 
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inhabitants in general to the magiſtrates; becauſe they 
wars likely to he more within the reach of bribery *.' 
The borough of Stockbridg?, A. D. 1689, for bribery, 
r eſcaped being disfranchiſed, and incapacitated 
for ever for ſending members, and inſtead of its 2 
members, an addition was propoſed to be made of 2 
more knights of the 1 _ 1 ae * . 
ampton . Ns ; | 7:5 N 
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Evil of the Boroughs bovine þ 4 ee. 4 | 
C 1 _  Sharein Parliamentary Repreſenta tion 


EMBER S of parliament have the e 
liberties, and lives of the nation in their hands, 


and hold themſelves accountable to no man, ot ſet of 
men, for the laws they make. Ought the truſtees of 
ſo great a charge to be men capable of giving or receiys - 
ing baſe bribes? Members of patliament ought | to be 
men of good natural parts, education, and c er, 
ſound reaſoners, graceful ſpeakers, knowing 1 15 the : 
three intereſts, viz. the landed, the 'commercial, and 
the monied, in general hiſtory, law, and politics, 
in the hiſtory, laws, and politics of Britain, earned | 
in-human nature, and maſters of the ſpirit and diſpo- 
ſition of the inhabitants of the three kingdoms, and 
of the colonies. Is it to be conceived, that the inha- 
bitants of a ſet of miſerable Corniſb boroughs are judges 
of ſuch high accompliſhments as theſe } Were eleQion 
of members of parliament upon its proper foot, every 
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4 county; including its cities and towns, would py 5 
a ſet of gentlemen to be its repreſentatives. This 
would concentre the wiſdom of the whole county, and 
not leave it, as at preſent; in the power of 4 dozen 
filly fellows to ſet up. a e capable or ine. 
pable, over their country, jj I 

Here I muſt hint to the reader, that; chough 1 have 
ſtated the accompliſhments of a member pretty kigh, 
I am ſenſible, that lower, with integrity, will ſuffice, or 
at leaſt would, if parliament were upon the proper 8 
to independeney. But the lamentable part of the caſe is 
at preſent, that. v4 far the gres reateſt part of our electors 
are wholly incapud * euilhing, "and muſt be ſup- 
poſed often to'Ehilfe the! wörft qualified of the' candi- 


duden and a ac d | ene e 40. 42 131k & 
We often ſee, before A general flo,” many & - 
ing harangues addrefled to the people, ſhewing, them 
the importance of c e proper perſons for fo mo- 
mentous a Paal e wondered in myſelf how 
any man of f enfe eule 45 waſte his paper and ink ſo 
1 as, in Siying people N which no (Bak 
who k 19 57 i 8 nat 107 can expect them to t 
T he lain E Engl 55 harangues i is as Ps 
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Illuſtrious beggars of: the, Carnif, boroughs |. eee 
Your country. enpests af you at the approaching 
election, hat every conſiderate perſon-mult conclude . 
to be wholly out of your reach; ui. Fhat you will 
wiſely and honeſtiy conſider the importance of the 
truſt repoſed in cou, of ſending into the legiſlative 
aſſembly of the nation ſo great a" proportion of the 
members. It is expected, that you are well qualified, 
without having ever had the means for being qualified 
to judge of the fitneſs of candidates; that you, who 
have neither n of . nor of the world, 
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ſhould judge nies of the capacities and diſpoſi- 


tions of perſons, who offer themſelves: as candidates 


for your favour. It is likewiſe expected, illuſtrious 
beggars, that you, whoſe circumſtances. are, in the | 


moſt miſerable degree, dependent, ſhould be, in your 
: principles and diſpoſitions, independent patriots. . As 
ve require a qualification in members of parliament, 


of ſeveral hundreds a year, that they may be above 


' temptation, ſo we expect of you, Who are in ' conti- 


nual want, that you defy temptation. Do not, pa- 
triotic electors, regard the threats of your: e 
when they tell you, they will turn you but 
dwelling. Rene, 0 denn never ee 
Horace, nt n 

Dulce et 4 ft pro atm mori. | : 
Tt requires no fortitude above what every RA 


 cipled fellow is maſter of, to die in a ditch 2 


country, with your wives and children about 1 
eb. 

< Legiſlation (fays Blackflone +) is the greateſt TY 

© ſuperiority, that can be exerciſed by one being oder 
another. How few then can be ſuppoſed qualified for 
ſuch. a momentous truſt ! But we put this 'triſt zn 


the hands of any man, however worthleſs, or inca- 
pable, who is able and willing to lay Gut: 2 e thou- 


ſands in the purchaſe of a borough. 

James I. before a general election, e Lag 
©. there be not choſen any perſons banqueroutes, or 
* outlawed; but men of known good behaviour, and 
< ſufficient livelihood, — nothing being more abſurd in 
any commonwealth, than to permytt thoſe to have 
c free voices for law-making who, by their- own 
e 0 proteQtion LAY 
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Chap. VI. D1SQUISITIONS. © 
None were to be eligible to parliament! -it: Cremwel's | 
time, but perſons of known integrity, \fearing God 

and of good converſation; no common ſcoffer;:01 re- 

viler of religion; none Wh denies the-ſcripture to be 

the word of God no common profaner of. the Lord's 
day; no profeſſed ſwearer or curſer; no drunkard, 
baunter abc, tayerns, ale-houſes, or brotheis, nor that 

ſhall hereafter drink healths, or be be guilty.of adulten, 
fornication, extortion, bribery, i perjury, forgery, e. ? 
Here was ſuch an excluſion-bill, as, if it had. been „ 
put in forte in our tiches, would | have eft St. Step ben | 
pore 7 AL be N But how ſhould the 


2 


a ** of: wh Gala who has fry 2 ſufficient LE 
teal eſtate. A great many lords protefted againſt the _ 
rejection of 16 good. 4 bill; becauſe the eien of it 
was, to prevent foreigners, and men of n property, 

from having the power of taxing the property of Eng- 
iihmen d. But men of no property have n the power 

of taxing the property of Engliſbmen. For the members 
for the boroughs «re Fout. times as ren thoſe 
for the counties. 244 IR ALE: 
There was woech debating 3 in Va! bout of con- „ 
mon, A. D. 17 upon a bill for ſettling e What 4 Og 

. fences ſhould: be puniſhed by incapacitation to fit in [THOR 1 

the houſe, If what judge Black/me affirms, as. above; I 
be unqueſtiohably true, it is à matter of fupreme | 
conſequence, that only men of unqueſtionable charac- . 
ters be . e * wy part,. agar moon! have Rs 
Vor. T ets . „ © ©" 
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1 for in g every man of an ambiguous cha» 
: rater, hi fly proper and neceſlary, We know ho 
| exact in 4 reſpect the antient heathens were, And 
5 ie were a ſhame, that the profeſſors of the pureſt of all 
religions ſhould be more lax in principle than' they. 
1 But how is it to de expected, that any particular re- | 
gardipg el &ions ſhoyld be properly managed by M | 
weak 10 fachencel wk oi bits fa " 
| majority of the houſe R 
4 of e A LO EARN | 
Tapeten may Gngt heir uggffes te parliswent, yy 
Ban Phe annotatar obſerves, on this, Tha 
1 the king can make; corparakions, yet = paungt give”. 
them a right to, be repreſented. in parliament with: 
< out. the, Fommons aſſent, 1 believe. Hayy, VIII. 
and his termagapt daughger did, not aſte the conſent. of 
the, hquſg of .commong,. when they. gave to ma 
places, the power, of ſeuding, members to parliament, = 
And if, nat, agrording to, is authoz, thake. place: 
hays, ng legal. right to. nd, members, The miſerable 
village, of Hane was, mags a, free, borough, 4... 
by, king. not dusen, but, * Tas earl,.of;. Cr 
wal, brot! to Tray”. III. e — 
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Ede, Vt. Discs tr OW. 60 
kings und thetr brbthets enn, in another tere entiftits 
ened age, give ry privilege to reſpectable. ebyiitien Ws . - 
| great Cities, to 7 that number of . 20 
Sick is "found to be adequate" to wu — 
contributions to the public expttics; Our gocd Eintz 
Cue INT! (Whom God preſetve I) hat 2 4 

right, at leaſt in firs tniſeitnitias, to give London 100 
additfonel member, to give Br 20 ie, 

20 td the county of 19}, Gt. as our Miles; dür 
| Elizabeth; arid our Hout, had to dive 1 tit of f fot= . 

ten borouiths' the privilege of Ending tf res tithe Meir #7 
adequate number. If king bas power iel the ich 

or rock century, to do vrong > furely's king tas power 
in the rät tc feareſr chat ng. CL hh 

Suppe "fot" offs pennen r ſake; tie Etles of 
London and ne, and county or Midge, 
Noul Joſh Id à decent Petitton 00 the legif 
requalitng, that the er | ers, 
wüten repreente che county of Cue, u. 
tranmferrec £6 ——— ineſtimably optiterſt 

tan eiries and county, and their miſerudfy 

inadequate repreſentation to tile incoliebieeuhcy / 
of Ci#twial\, or, in other words; thit Zovidon,” Wif- 
nitaffer,, aid Middleſex may, for tlie future,” Be 
ſented” by 44 methbers (not Half the adequate PRES 
ber) and Corn by 10. Suppoſe Ct ev ghtf= a. 
tion, that nothing may be changed. Here woul® be 1 
two couiiter-petitibny | lber the: legiſlature; ole, 
of the moſt reſpeQable\ property, chat — 4 
ſentatives to parlament, requeſting what they Have 
an undoubted titte to; the other of 4 corhparatively - 
inconſiderable property, | inſiſting to keep what un- 
doubtedly they have no right” tos have obtained in 
W. and have Ec deal too 
r 
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| long... W ould the wean liſten to the nes, mY 
_ reject the former? | 


James I. forbids e 0 FW ſuch roin- 
« dus places, as haye not. ſufficient reſyantes . th 
5 7 bitants] to make ſuch r :. eo bn 0 Gif fog 
Were the. privilege;of election taken from the bo- 
ern there would be leſs. occaſion for a place-bill, 
For large bodies of qhe independent ande whyld not 
olect, or re- elect -place-men,, 212 
5 Moſk of the great. counties and chief cities choſs 
men who were.zealous-for the king and government, 
£4. HD. 1701, but the rotten parts of. 0px conſtitution, 


© as an eminent author ſeyles the: ſmall use 
c in many places' wrought on te chuſe bad men, 15 | 


< Before: bribery,, or meat, drink, infinuation,. : 


+ artifice prompiel to che mean and poor ſoriz Purge 


0 es a right, which, antiently they peyer dre: 
1 «. there. were no conteſts, between them and the commu 
*; nities or-commonalzies, that is. the goyerning part of - 
<..cities and burghs, about the election of citizens ant 


e dburgeſſes to repreſent. them in parliament, ſeeing, 
-<. when they received Mages, it was e — 4 . 


C who chaſe andi ſent them. And. it is not eaſi TY 
„ be, imagined, that ppor and, ordinary. men wou 


.© contend. for a burden pr a trouble, — e = £ 
©. then, ng ſtriving for. yotes,, or, poking pp tles to be 
elected No 1b e have ber 721 thoiight 


| of mort, bree e 5 a a . 


arliament, 


ee 5 the ea 1 85 at 


.xoughs, "1 ig ? are t 4 i 


By HT; fene [thei ee king; 5 "and the 
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Chap. vI. DISQUIST TIONS. 


burgage tenures in them generally belong to men o 
fortune, who have power to oblige the inhabftants of, 
theſe burgge-houſes to eleẽt whom they pleaſe? And 


the court having great funds at its diſpoſal, ambitious 15 
and avaritious men are thereby drawn to the oburt⸗ de 


in promoting the eleckion bf courtly" men ” Buy above 
all, the eaſineſs of bribing a ſmall randfuP} of voters, 
who have the privilege of ſending two members; is 


ruinous to the indepondeney of the houſe of commons. 


In tte year 27435 there came before the lords a bill for 
quieting corporations, detaſioned by an appeal to them 


ttom the violence uſed by Walpals, in order to compel the 


election of ſoihe of his creitures for Hm, That 


red to intimidate the cor- 


arch corruptor had endeavi 


poration by threatening their charter. A miniſter can _ 


not by any ſuch means influence à cdunty, or great 
city. * Many of our boroughs: (ſays my lord Ghe/ter- 
We d in ſpeaking on that ſubject) are now ſo inuch the 
creatures of the crown, that they are generally called 
« court-boroughs, and very properly they are called ſo. 
« For our miniſters for the time being have. always the 
6 nomination of their repreſentatives, :and' make ſi 

an arbitrary uſe of it, that they often. order, them t 
chuſe : gentlemen, | whom they never faw,. nor hearc 


ſter's order for chuſing them. | Theſe. orders th 
always puoRually obey, and would, I ſuppoſe, obey 


- 6 R 


© they have, we know, choſen men, who- have but 
very lately thrown the livery off from their backs ; 
i but x never can throw it off from their a 


„ Eo Sg ** 
i Dep. Lon os, III. 529. "FF 9 785 3 


them, were the petſqn named in them the miniſter's | 
« footman, then actually wearing his livery, For 


of, perhaps, till they ſaw their names on the m nig. 5 


SIBLE ey — hot 
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March mY 1742, a bill for regulating elections _ 
cities, and. boroughs, was put off for a month *, 


author of FacT;on DETECTED BY FACTS, Ss — 
counts ſor the loſs of this popular bill: * The true rea- 


« ſanwhy; this bill was not paſſed was one, which equally | 
« affeed all parties, and which will everlaſtingly pre- 
$ vent an effectual bill of this kind; and this ariſes 
* from the various rights of election, which are ſa 
£ numerous, that they diſtract and confound the dif- 
« ferent. intereſts of gentlemen, which, to ſpeak fairly 
5 on all ſides, induces them, by one plauſible. pre- 
< tence or other, for their priyate regard, to oppaſe | 
or to propoſe, 10 many different clauſes, that ſuch 


s bills become at laſt impradticable and unpalatable ta 


all. The burgage-tenures too, which gentlemen, 


s will neither part with, nor can tell how to regulate, 


© are another invincible obſtruction; and the powers 
tand the penalties create farther difficulties, ” which 


t no human wiſdem has yet been able to furmount,” 


The plain Engliſh of all this is, that a majority of 


ie members of both houſes were, thirty years ago 


(not in our golden days) fo ſordidly ſelfiſh in their dif. 
poſitions, that rather than loſe a triffing privilege or 
profit, they would ſuffer their country to fink in a 
quick-fand of corruption. It is to be hoped, that this 
ſhocking account of the ſtate of patriotiſm thirty yearg 
ago, was not true. But however the truth may have 
deen, it is particularly remarkable, that an author, 
who wrote on purpoſe to ſhew, that the clamour of 
the people was groundleſs, ſhould: incautiouſly confeſs, 
that f the men N 1 the enn, was e 

"A e . 
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corrupt, that t. 6 GY weighty med for 
| clamour. funk; 
Lord North. and Gry was. again. 9 unidm 
| becauld, Scotland was to have twice the number f 
repreſentatives; and to pay only half the tat paid by . 
Malis, though Wales was as poor, and much leſs in 
extent. Lord Halifax anſwered, that Corritoal did 
not pay above one fifth of what c the, on 
{ent five times as many members . 
A fate or commonwealth, ſays Milton *, e, ig 2 
- ſociety. ſufficient of itſelf in all things conducible to 


< well-being and commodious life. Will this defi- 


nition, anfwer to Britain as parliaments. now are ? 
when all depends on a ſet af men authoriſed by a very | 
{mall minority both as £0 numbers and property? 
It is a common maxim in politics, that in every 
ſtate there muſt be ſomewhere an abfolute and irreſiſ- 
tible power over the people. Bat this is to be rightly 
underſtood; or it will lead to miſtakes, In a monar- 
hy, as "France, the whole power is in the King 
againſt all other voice. This is proper tyranfry: At 
Jenice it is in the. nobles excluſively. This is 
ariſtocracy, or oligarchy. In \Helland. (except 
ſome errors and dev iations) the whole power is: in ju 
ſtates, that is, or thould be, the people; but it does 
not deſcend law enough, and leaves the bourgroflie 
conſideraby enſlaved, In England the whole power 
is in king, lords, and i | 
chies the people, the: chief objedd, 
power. In oligarchies the people 5 as little. In 
republics the people have a, ſhare. of power, But i in 
our mixed government the people are ſwallowed up in 
| kings hy and mens To ſay, therefore, that 
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there muſt be in every country an abſolute po 
ſomewhere. over. the people; and in which they ire to 
have . {Ms OI eee. mere bealts of 


& ?2% » 


Our — _ — to -quicgcur Winde 4 
this ſubject, tell us, Werhave A) very great ſhare in 


governing ourſelygsy ug Me elect of law-mekers , We 


haye geen, what, this, mounts-40.,- And if any Eng- 
e dis. ſatisfied with: Si ee kave wes of 
parliamentary repreſentation, I can, 00 jay; he he is 
thankful for abe e lol 

There will be qgcaſion; tg, pxbibit” l more « 
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Inodeguat Repreſentation univerſally a oft 
Tune been bir La! Ons Tok Aue . 
N 015 158 2 2 0 8 7 4 


wihins! 5 Ae e e 
IH monſtrous nen of e e 
ſentation, has, not , eſcaped eee "And 
there have heen attempts made to reform i 

wr « 0 e ene (ſays Mr. Ticks " "hi 
5 „eee of cuſtom; when reaſon has left it, may lead, 

2 mi de fatizhicd,) when. we ſee the bare name of a 
< town, of fwhich there remains! not ſo much as the ruins, 
I where ſcarce ſo much houſing as thee cot, or more 
s inhabitants than a ſhepherd, are to be ound, fend as | 


many repreſentatives to the grand aſſembly of Taw- 
makers, as a whole county numerous im people, and 


6 8 in riches. * afterwards ſhews (contrary | 
| 15 | 4 5 ö 33 1 3 yo _ tg 
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to the common objection, That this abviaticht cuff + 
not be corrected, becauſe ſuch correction would pro- 
duce a violation of the conſtitution) that reſtoring 
adequate reprefentation, would be precifely what 'is 
wanted toward eftabliſhing the conſtitution on its true 
and original principles. This irregularity of repre- | 
« ſentation ſtrangers ſtand amazed at, and every one 
« muſt confeſs," needs'a remedy, though moſt think-it 
* hard to find one, becauſe the conſtitution” of the 
c legiſlative being the original and ſupreme act of the 
« ſociety antecedent to all poſit itive laws in it, and, | 
s depending wholely upon the people, no inferior 
power can alter it; and therefore the people, When | 
« the legiſlative is once Conſtituted, having, in ſuch | 
2 government as we have been ſpeaking of, no power 
© to act, as long, as that gorernment ſtands; this 
© inconvenience is U agnt incapable of a remedy, | 
Salus populi kx, is certainly e jut an 
— 5 1 its he WhO Mee follows i 4 
© cannot dangerouſly err. If therefore the executive, 
« who has the power of convoking the legillative, 
« obſerving rather the true proportion, than the akon 
of repreſentation, repulates, not by old cuſtom, | bur 
true proportion, the number of members 1 LY 
0 places} that have a tight to be diſtinctly repreſented 
which ne part of che people, however incorpor ed [ 
8 can pretend toz but in proportion to the aſſiſtance . 
< affords to the publie; it cannot pe judged to to haue | 
5 ſet up a new legiſlative, but to have reſtored the old 
and true one; and to have fectified the di forters, \ 
p which the ſucceſſion of time had inſenſibly; as we 
6 as inevitably introduced. Por it being the intereſt, 
aas well as the intention of the people, to have à fair 
c and equal repreſentative, whoever brings it neareſt 
$ to that, is an undoubjed friend to, and  elighliſher of 
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the government, and cannot miſs the i Fo 
« approbation. of the communi © Prerogative being 
6 nothing but a power in the hands of the prince to 
© provide. for the public good in ſueh caſes, which 
by depending upon unforeſeen and uncertain occurrences, 
| © certain and unalterable laws could not ſafely dire& ; 
© whatſoever ſhall be. done manifeſtly for the good of 
: the people, and eſtabliſhing the government on its 
© true foundation, is, and always will be, true and 
* juſt prerogative. | The power of ereQing new cor. 
© porations, and therewith new repreſentatives, carries 
Ewith it a ſuppoſition, that, in time, the meafures of 
© ; e might vary, aud thoſe places have a juſt 
t to be repreſonted, which before had none, and 
e by the ſame reaſon, thoſe ceaſe to have 2 a fight, and 
become too inconſiderable for ſuch a privilege, which 
before had it. It is not a change from the preſent 
6 1, which: perhaps corruption, or decay, has intro- 
© duced, that makes an inroad pat e z but 
© its tendency to injure and oppreſs the people, and 
* to ſet up one part, or party, with a diſtinction Toms 
and unequal. ſubjection to the reſt. Whatſoever 
© cannot but be acknowledged to be of. advantage to 
© the' ſociety. and people in general, upon juſt and 
4 laſting meaſures, will always, when done, juſtify. | 
« itſelf, and whenever. the people, ſhall chooſe their 
repreſentatives upon juſt and undoubtedly equal 
© meaſures, ſuitabl to the original frame of the govern · 
| | 4 ment, it cannot be doubted to rye the will and act of 
_ the ſociety, e nine or cauſed, os to 
| doit“. | 
| | - Mr. Locke hints, in | this 3 eng the 3 of 
our kings applying their prerogative to the reſtoring 


- 1 
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* Locke on GovernnuenT, fol, edit, p · 220. 5 
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of a more adequate repreſentation. Nor is there any | 
thing unreaſonable in the propoſal; fince it is noto- 
rious, that a great part of the monſtrous diſproportion 
of repreſentation in parliament, is owing to the caprice 
of our crowned heads in opening the houſe of com- 
mons to numbers, who had no original right to enter 
it. And if, in order to reftore the balance, we Were 
to disfranchiſe 50 or 60 of the beggarly boroughs, we 
ſhould do nothing unprecedented. | For #illis * gives 
an account of above 60 diſuſed or obſolete. boroughx 
and towns, which, were. antiently ſummoned to ſegd 
members to parliament, via. Doneftable, Nenubarys 
Ely, &c. Where are now the members for thoſe 
places? They would have made, he ſays d, 2 parlia · | 
© ment near half as numerous as the reprofedtative'of 
the burghs was before Edward VI.“ If our former 
kings and queens filled and emptied the houſe of ebm 
mons at their pleaſure, why ſhould. not our/wodern 
crowned heads have power to ſet right what they fer 
wrong, either by diminiſhing (with conſent of par- 
liament) the exorbitant nũmber of borough members, 
or increaſing the repreſentation of the counties, add- 


ing members to London, Weftminſfler, and Southwark, . 


to Briftl, to Liverpoal, &c. or by ſome means; of 

other, take legiſlation out of the hands of the beg- 
gars, and put it into thoſe of men of property. | 
© It is plauſibly urged,” fays a ſpeaker in the 105 f 
of commons *, that the voice of the nation is only to | 
be heard in this aſſembly [the houſe of commons] z | 
but plauſibility is one thing, and truth another. 
$ Tan aſſembly does not conſtitute a real * 
* tvs 
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« tive of the wk ngdom. The detibpele for inſtance, 

s which e "eat __—— at leaft a 6th part of the =yY 
4 ſends yy partia nent on! ly 8 members, and many of 
ae towns ſend none.“ aa | 


£32k 7 


*A 57550 ſncopvenience ſprings from the conſtitu- 
4 tion the fehle ( ſays a writer in the time of 
King Vi 4 17% %% N which elect not by virtue of their 
< wealth, digni Fi number of inhabitants, but by 
c tag borough-he -hout e they live; theſe only 
« (which delt hrs jp the e moſt inconſiderable part of 
© the 5 having | in them the electing power 
6 excluſive t he reſt, This qualification makes ſuch 
© houſes Fell; | better ;ip a a purchaſer, than any others 1 in 
« the town. ; And Lit '1s cuſtomary for gentlemen, ' who 
© are deflfous of 3 ſcat in parliament, to lay out their 
« money in eh 14 and though it coſts them 

« dear, alt Fit poſſible, they will be land-Jords of 
eafu Kcient nambe 5 of theſe borough-houſes (in the 


6 770 5 where ſome friend's name is moſtly made 

of, in_. tr 10 ; that thereby they may command' af 

Wt ih fon ieh 0 15 themſelves, or their aſſigns, at 

© ple lea 16 i ; And gh hit is this lefs than þuy ing of 
> with © This is what-is called the pot: 

1 votes with m 9 is is what is ca] ed the rot- 


1 8 ml of, 1 5 nflitution, It cannot continue 
410 


t does not drop, it muſt be am- 
2 1 5 bl on Chatham, in his ſpeech on ches 


fiamp-act . e210 v oth £1024. 


1 ee lanaof a ee b ge briefly as fol= 
Jows.; 20 ARE, SI. triennial ; the whole number of 
members to be 409. far England and PAY 3 -J for 
ei | Scol⸗ 
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Scotland, and. 30 for Ireland. 0 The, number of mem 
bers for ſome of the moſt rem 1 places 25 75 5 5 2 
follows 3 Cornwal; 12, Devg ay | 9 
16, Kent 18, Middleſex 6, Lo L nn by 
alſo intended members for ſeve Wi pe 
ſend none, as  Manchefter,, + 2 $i wilt 
obſerve, that this ſcheme 5 few ting an ade- - 


þþ 5 


1928 = 
quate repreſentation, : thou gb; much . prifetable, ,the 

preſent. Of the 400 75 ih  memby | "270+ Were 
| es Woes 155 Far He 


{ute 


for. Fg counties. 4 1 ov * bo 8 a worth 
200 J. real or. perſonal 5 oy have, right of 1 5. 


whereas in our times, hardly, y,any 195 bulk beg Rave 
9205 


weight in appointing the repreſenta ES 75 Fairfax i in 
his ſeheme for feeling the 1 den adequs | 
repreſentation by counties * hatban bas f - 


poſed, that, a, third member be as Tom Tf 2 


dut wauld-aot t redreſs the evil... Fe je c 
would be null out of proportion, as 125 
bers would ſtill out. number th a . 405 
Lord Malgſwortb is for a ferring the n 
the mean boroughs. to the 1 Figs 8 1 * 
propoſes , as an improvement of 

tion, the reſtoration of the plan of 15 0 
ament, and allowing no perſon to vote, w. who 4 9 2 
poſſeſs a property 'fbe does. not W 57 it to Tand} 2 
200 l. value. Mr. Carte ptopoleh, 6 Ir "equalling repre- 
ſentation, to give al perſons pdiitfſed of ptoperty within 


the hundred, in which is a forall borough (which now of 
e 
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ſelf ſends two members) a right of voting equally with 
2 men of the bordugh; ; and to make the ſteward, 
ap x of the hundred · court a joint returning officer 
: is preſent borough-officer. "This would render 
bribery "mote dificult;” RR it is, but would! not make 
Ppatliamentary repreſentation adequate. 
On this fubject the author of the Diss th r. von 
Pan TIES *, reaſons as follows: At the ſettling of 
the revelutioin;” thoſe" perſons, who had exclainied 
© ſo loudly againſt placemen and penſioners inthe reign 
of Charles II. and who-complained at that inſtant ſo 
6 * bitterly of the undue influence that had been employed | 
© in ſmall boroughs, chiefly to promote the election 
© of the parliament which ſat in the reign of James] II. 
© ouphit to have been attentive, one would think, to 
© take the glorious opportunity, that was furniſhed 
© them by a new ſettlement of the crown, and of the 
s conſtitution, to ſecure the independency of parlia- 
ments effectually for the future. Machiavet obſerves, - 


ag makes it the title of one of his difevurſes, That a 9935 


free government, in order to maintain itfelf free; hath 
need every day of ſome new proviſions in favour. 
of liberty, The truth of this obſervation,” and: the 
© reaſons that fupport”it, are obvious. But 28 every | 
© day may not furniff opportunities of making ſome 
© of theſe new and neceffary proviſtons, no day, that 

< does furniſh the opportunity, ought to be neglected. 
The Romans had been ſo liberal in beſtowing the 
© right of citizens on ſtrangers, that the power of their 
elections began to fall into ſuch hands as the conſti- 
OY tution had not intended to truſt with them. Din 

| EE. 1 | PR eto) tut 
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tus Fabius ſaw the growing evil and being cenſor; / 
| < he took the oppertunity : confraed all theth nadie 
tors into four tribes, — — 


e to ths” We ae eee ef it; ers | 
« tained, -by- univerſal ſuffrage, the title of Mimi, 
If a ſpirit ke this had prevailed among us at the 
Means of; ſt ſomething like 'this would "have = 
done; and furely fomething He) it ought to = 
Fox been donę, for the revolution! was in many = 
* inſtances, and it ought te have Feet ſd h . 4 
< of thoſe renovations of our conftitution' wh 
cave oſten nientioned; Ifeit bal Been , Des 
| © reſpe& to the electing of members to ſerve in par- 
< liament, thoſe elections might here deem dravm bick = 
Sto the antient / principle, on which, they had Deen | . 
eſtabliſhed; and the" rule of property hie was | | 
« followedantiently, and was perverted by innumerable FE 
<changes-which-leagth of time-produced, might have 4 
been reſtarsd, by which the .comminitice, em 5 
the right oftelecting was truſted 4 Well as the qua- | 
< lifications of: the ole andithe-elagted,, might have 
been ſettlocĩn proportion to chethen preſent ſta of 
\ 


things. Such 4 remedy might, have wrought a 


| 


< radical ourt of tho evil which threatens our conſti- ail 

© tution ; whertas it js much to be apprehended; overt „ 
8 bee vn, uy et us ings ee e - WEIL 

engine; ud \ 


Bach eee ee 
mons, That! in all places, where there is neither char- 
55 23 
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ter, nor immemorial cuſtom, to the; contrary, every 
houſeholder has a right to vote for members. In ſomo 
inſtances, preſcription, for confining the right of elee- 
tion to the bailiffs and capital burgeſſes, ge, 
n eee have been diſallon by * 5 
on many other points,. a are often incanvftent. | Bray 7 | 

(who: ſhews great fear left the people ſhould have any 

liberty, or power) thinks the commons founded this 
reſolution ſo favourable, to the people, on a miſtake as 

to the ſenſe: of the phraſe, communitas civitatum et bur- 
gorum ; which meant, he thinks, the governing part 
of cities and burghs,, not the houſholders in gene- 
ral. But ſurely it is mors for the advantage of liberty, 
that election be in many, : than few, hands; as it * 
harder to bribe many than a few. eee ee 


1 We ſee what light this. grievance. of Fe : 
parliamentary repreſentation has been viewed in by the 


/ beſt politicians. |; If therefore judge Blackflont: did, _;. 1 
the time he wrote the 17 ad page of the ſirſt vol. of hi 


COMMENTARIES, recollec the miſerable ſtate of repte- 


S entituled to a vote in ſome. place or 
© kingdom.” Did the learned judge confider,/ what he 


ſentation. in our times, it is inconceivable. how be 


could bring himſelf to write as he has done. Only 
© ſuch are entirely excluded, from voting ſor members, 
© ſays he, as can have no will of their own meaning 
poor and dependent people without property]. There 
« is hardly a free agent to be found, but what is 
r in the 


himſelf has obſerved, that the borough- members are 


| four times as nn as ee e that 


. 


7 
| 
, 
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DISQVI $1TION, 8. * 
2 few thouſagds of ele tors ſend in the'majority of the ' 
| houſe ; that in ma) Placts's Handfilt> is te ſends 


* 


in as many membat id che gre" 
Vit, or eity of H- Did the „ 
ſider chens Abektn mace 205 


proportidtis, "of Ui 
the burt l In 5 | | 
follows: E 1 ae 


| TEomplets rept! 
p . 
with a cold If, in 4 caſe wRere bur St. {es b 
ing to death? * If any alteration thi 1 — 
Let us go on then, and fay, If tis Veltveran 
ourſelves and our po y "Nom nfm ary a 
be wiſhed ; if any alteration of What muſt bring u 
to ruin might be wiſned any: alteration from! a 
mockery rather than the reality — 
any alteration from 300 placemen and penſionete 
dung in the houſe of commons any alteration 


from a corrupt caurt's comtnanding the majority of 
the elections into the houſe, and of the votes, when 


in it any alteration from the parliament's es 


a mere out work of the court—If it is, at laſt to be 


matter 
in the 


doubtedy wieeker the ſaving of our country is to be 


wiſhed, lat muſt become of us? Had —— 


court · hirelintꝭ written in this manner, it had been no 
of wonder. But if the moſt intelligent men 


to endeavour to perſuade the peo- 


ple that there is hardly room for a wiſh ; that there 
is ſcarce any thing capable of alteration for the better, / 

(the judge's. four volumes are, a continued panegyric) 

at the very time when — is hardly _ thing in 
Vol. I. 15 
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| Gonfider the daft l prone 


r ili! 5 
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on, it ought to be in, at the timo when 6 


us every "ſy! of a declining ſtate, 
are ſinking in a bottomleſs gulf of debt ane 
ä wh n, the ſpirit of the conſtitution" gone, the 
1 foundations of public ſecurity ſhaken, and the whole. 
| | fabrick ready to come down in ruins upon our heads 
: - if they who ought 2 
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CHAP. 1. 


Feu were ew annual... 


"H ERE annual election ends, ſlavery RO : 
| ſays the author of His rok. Ess. on THE,. 
BriT, Consr, Awmaxim of equal ſolidity in politics RY 
with that of my late amiable friend Dr. Fofter in divi- | 
nity, viz, * Where myſtery begins, religion ends.” . 
Long parliaments are incompatible with liberty. T 
give a ſet of men power for a long period of time, is 
giving them the hint, that they may make themſelves 
deſpots, if they pleaſe. Kings and grandees are 
tyrants only becauſe they k. os 7 have their power 
during life. But of the dan inveterate power 
I ſhall have occaſion to treat more fully hereafter, 
Parliaments, according to Po/lethwayte *, were ori- 
ginally annual; and antiently all the people voted at 
c_ till Ham VI. enacted, that. only freehol- 
ö —.— „ 
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ders. reſiding in the country, and who had an income 
of 405. a year, ſhould vote. That parliaments were 
formerly choſen freſh and freſh, is evident; ſince there 
© be writs A5 for new elections for 80 years ſuc- 
« ceflively ;* ſays the learned writer of a piece entitled, | 
LIMITATIONS FOR THE SUCCESSOR, &c, * 


In the Saxon times it cannot well be ſuppoſed, that 3 


parliaments could be longer than annual, were it only 
for one reaſon, viz, That the members of their wit · 
tena gemots, or parliaments, were mayors, or officers, 
who held their offices only one year, at the end of 
which they were obliged to diveſt themſelves of all 
power, and to aſſemble the people for new election. 
It was agreed, that a parliament ſhould be held 
< twice every year at London, and this continued from 
© king Alf#ed's time to that of Edward II. " appears 
« by Horn's MikR. or JusT. chap. 1. ſect. 2. A, D. 
1378, a parliament was called, becauſe, among other 
reaſons, it was conſtitutional, that parliaments ſhould be 
held annually, The commons, A. D. 1640, regret, - 
they had not made parliaments annual, inſtead, of 
triennial, By two ſtatutes, they ſay, they found 
parliaments once a year ſtill in force . When the 
triennial bill was eſtabliſhed, in the time of Charles I. 
after an intermiſſion of 12. years,. the. king, in the 
genuine ſpirit of a Stuart, made a merit of his agree- 
ing to the bill, The commons would not allow it; 
but inſiſted, that there were then in ſolce two ſtatutes 
for annual elections. The bill for triennial patlia- 
ments, ſays Milton *, was but the third part of one 
00 WO {hot wie. in times paſt was our 

1 annual 
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© annual- right.” Milton * ſays. this triennial bill of 


which Charles made a great merit, was much leſs than 
two ſtatutes yet in force of Edward III. Nay, in a 


bock, entitled, Tu RicuTs or Tux KIND, 


the Minkox oF Jusriexs is quoted, that parlia- 
ments by the old laws, ought to be held twice a year. 
If ſo, we are deprived of 13 parts in 14 of our antient 


privilege. 


Sir Mi. liam Wyndham, in the 1 on the repeal 
of the ſeptennial act, 4. D. 1734, gives the true 


| accquat of this matter. © At the time of the revolu- 


« tion, ſays he, nay at the preſent time, at all times, 


© the word · parliament in the common way of ſpeaking | 
comprehends all the ſeſſions from one election to 


another. That this is the common meaning of the 


© word, I appeal to every gentleman in this houſe ; 


© and for this reaſon thoſe patriots, who. drew up 
© our CIA or RIGHTs, could not imagine that it 


was neceſſary to put in the word neu; they could 


© not ſo much as dream that the two words, frequent 


"5M « parliaments, would afterwards be interpreted. to mean 
* frequent ſeſſions of parliament, but the lawyers, who - 
g are accuſtomed to confound the ſenſe of the plaineſt 
words, immediately found out that a /eſjon of par- 


« liament was a parliament ; and that therefore the 


words frequent parliaments, meant only. frequent ſe/= 


ns. This quirk the lawyers found out immedi- 
< ately after the revolution; this quirk the courtiers 
< at that time caught hol 13 of of; and this ſet the people 
© anew upon the vindication of their rights, which 


20 they obtained by the triennial bill. By that bill the 


. right of the people to * neu n ou 


— * * CE 
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86 vorfricxl Böer i. 
e eſtabliſhed i in ſuch clear terms, as not to be miſun- | 
t derſtood, and 88 forgive” them who . to ; 
© the giving i it up *. N eee 
I be anſwer given by the king {that is is, "he id ; 
| fter) to the remonſtrances requeſting the diſſolution 91 
4 ſuppoſed corrupt patliament, J. D. 177 o, "was, 
That the remonſtrances were diſreſpectful to Bis . ö 
< jeſty, injurious to parliament, and. irrecohcileable 1 
with the principles of the conſtitution.“ It were to 5 
be wiſhed, that the public had been better 'ſatibfied 
of the juſtneſs of this anſwer.” Does not the boo 
idea of petitigning imply acknowledgment of 
ority in the perſon addrefſed' to? Were not che non 
ſtrances addreſſed to the king by his titles of fove- 
| | reignty? Was not an appeal to the ſovereign from 2 
= ſuppoſed corrupt miniſtry and parliament doing honour, I 
| nay, was it not doing the higbeſt honour in the power , 
, of the remonſtrants, to the throne, and to the þe+ſon of 
king, as ſuppoſing,” that from him alone there Was 
lub of redreſs? Again, what injury to patliaments 
| Im general was done by requeſting the diflolution of a 
= Por nienlar parlament? If the members had acted 
uprightly, it was to be expected, that their conſtitu- 
ents (if free) would immediately re- elect them, which 
| Inſtead of diſgrace, would have refſected the Higheſt 
Bonour upon them. If indeed it had been confeſſed, 
that many members,” from a: conſciouſneſs of their 
|  Eorrupt practices, had reaſon to fear the loſs of their 
feats, the cafe was otherwiſe : but this was too ſhame- 
ful to confeſs. Or if it had been ſaid, that a majority 
of the electors, being dependent on their members, 
or obnoxious to bribery, would of courſe have re- 
b the fame men, at £ wort the fiflointion of the 
i | - —— — 
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1 hes band e 
þave ſhewed the people, / that the king was willing to 
liſten to. the requeſt of 60,000 of his (ubjeQu; | Lolly 
as to the remonſtrances being irreconcileable with the 
principles of the conſtitutian; it is: #rangy e 
ſhould de any thing uncußfuntimal in requeſting the 
king to do what the cnſtitution gives him a pe 46. 
do at amy time; what William III. did in (compliance 
with a petition from one county; what Gorge Weld | 
without ſolicitation, and without blame, whewbodib | 
9 one of bo" patitenotns” at-the end of we Gch 
ing hy inregalitities'of a Jeng 
It is ſtrange that there ſhould be any thing uriconſtic 
thtional in the king's "d;ſiſorig"n" parliament at the. 
requeſt of 6 times the number and 60 times the pro- 
rty that mad? them à parliament. It is range, | 
that there ſhould be any thing unconſtitutional in dit- 
| ſolving A parliament which had fat ſevergl years, when | 
we know, that the length of parliaments is one of our 
4 greateſt grievances, . and that our kings could hot any 


| & the confliention, than by regulatly ing Ls ry 
r N of the firſt 1 ſeſſion. © 
4 n 3 — —. — i = kt gh 4 ITE 


Parliament.” [OO . den. 
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3 ſeldom lat, 1 4 das u 
months. In one year there were ſometimes 2, 
its,” 11 3. Sir Simon Daun on 
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> \POTATICAL R 4 
the poll- tax before the lords in 1641 2. The . N 


© parliament ever yet held,” viz. 3 a whole year, 
under Han. IV. was three times prorogued, which 


wis then an innovation v. An act was made 4 Edu. 


III. cap. 14, for holding parliaments yearly, or aftener, 
if neceſſary. Again by 36 Edw. III. cap. 1o. — 4 


8 knew not, in thoſe days, the faſhion of prorogations. 


'Fherefore parliaments: then were annual... The un- 
thinking people of Charles. II. 's time were. contented 
if there was no interruption of parliaments, longer 
than for three years. © Henry: Vlth's: reign was the 


© firſt,-.in+ which prorogations began to be re 


© any time, and they were but very little uſed till 
Henry VIIIch's time. The uſual way formerly. Was. 


to call a parliament at leaſt once a year, and as ſoon 
© as. the buſineſs was done, to diſſolve them . Henry 8 


VIII. firſt: lengthened parliament beyond three years, | 
as the moſt.effe&ual means for rendering the members 
bs ei to his will. Annual parliaments were reſtored | 


by Phil, and Mary, after an intermiſſion of two years *. e 


Charles, A. D., 1640, makes a mighty merit of 
giving his aſſent to the bill for triennial parliaments, 5 
before any ſubſidy granted to him f. Great 39, | 
and both houſes waited on the king with thanks r. 
This ſalutary law was repealed 16 Car, II. therefore 
is not in the STATUTES AT.LARGE. The purport 
of it is to er the Jaws * 1 which PR ought 

2 4 * 6 to 


3 7 
5 f 
1 


po 2 1 * ' 
i K 1 * - 8 l \ 2 a4 
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Nr e een . 
1 Vans: ike. TH 439 5 Ibid. 11, $07, 
© STAT. AT LARGE, 1. ef I 292. Part. HIsr. 2. 314. 
4 See Reasons FOR ANNUAL Paar. Sy. Teen 4 
time of K. William, 111; 29. „ 
Park. Hist. 111. 341, 349. | 
* Hume's Hier. Stuarts, 1. 259, PARK, Hier. IX: 218. 


t Pani, Hisr. ix. 220. / 
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Cbep H. DISQUISIT OM 

| to be n annually. It men ma the chancellor 
king's Aae railing them, nh — i 
bailiffs, &. ſhall cauſe clections- to be made; they 
ple had been conſtituted with authority to make laws, 


when the legiſlature did not their duty. The pream- 2 


dle to the repeal of this ſalutary law, puts it upon the 
derogation it is from the King's prerogative. As if 
the ſalty ee not of infinitely more. conſequence 
than the king's. rn 2 r value n 
uſefulneſs to the people. 
The army demanded, 4 D. ww" a: that redo 


Should be triennial, and the diſſolution of them not in 


the king's power. A repreſentative according to the 


contributions reſpectively paid to the public by coun- _ 


ties; and that improper members be expelled *. The 
army at this time ſeem to have been the moſt reaſonable 
ſet ol men in the nation. Before Charles Ift's time th 
members of the houſe of commons never dreamed of 
their having power to continue themſelyes in office one. 
hour beyond the time limited by their conſtituents, 
The author of HrsToR. Ex8Avs ON THE Exor. 
Congr1T. is too ſevere againſt the long pertinent 


which . oppoſed Charles I. They certainly meant 


honeſtly; having no byaſs to draw them from the public 
intereſt, though they ſat too long, fearing, perhaps, 


that their ſucceſſors might not be as faithful as them 
ſelves. It was much more clearly, diſintereſted than 


the protraRing of -parliament from triennial to ſepten- 
nial for the pretended fear of a jacobite parliament. 


He ſays it was madneſs. in the people to rejoice upon 


——— ah. 


Macau. Iv. 329. 


* 


the King's i: a h8K0094; aal ber . 
not to. diſſolve parliament without their own ont 
This uns dhe I protraRion of the period of parli- 
nment, and taught il]: Sefegding/miniſters to mitats its 
e an evil of ingly gotert fear 
4 "i _ Ws a ———— 
r 


| The Rr i A bil. Pd i REPS: ——— 
instead of it a law to prevent parliaments having waar 
tions of more than three years. One ou think 
all memory of James I. and Charles I. was mi 
obliterated out of the minds of the people of 2 
Te was but 15 years before that Charies I. was beheaded j 
and the people (or the parliament at leaſt) were for 
truſting their all again to kings.” The long, or pen- 
ſioned parliament meets 166, agreeable to the court. 
and a. Rapin, * without doubt by the inſluenes o 
tte court. Great part were high church men and 
 royaliſts. ' Penfoning begun afterwards, tho" at the 
beginning of this parliament they ſhewed a great par- 
tiality for the king ®. The commons threw out 2 bill 
for ſhortening parliaments; The lords (end down. 
another: Rejected likewiſe,: J. D. 1693. Parlia- 
- ments were made triennial by 6 William III. cap. 2.4 
In that reign they were often diſſolved at the end of 
the firſt ſeſion. 2 George I. they were made ſepten- 
* nial, The pretence was, the danger of a Jacobite 
houſe of commons: The real reaſon, that they; Who 
were in power, e to continue in oer. The | 
oY | . N triennial/ | 


> * 1 * of U * « . " 7 4 " . bs Z 
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% H. DISQUESTTA 


enmial bill reczves Me dyal aſſent;* "Fr wy 
Auf hiſtorian obſerves bar ou god ag i. 

not done it chat day (queen Miry juſt takem il | 
ſmaſl-poX, of which ſue died) it"is' cba hen es * 

would have — ankrn lag 80 indiflxent ar#, 
even our beſt Kings about bills tending do thb enilavges | 
ment of the” people Iv ry. At the fame time; jt 
VE am d ſome” reaſon t6'dread-& - 
change of parl 


ts. The abbe Reyne" tellb ub b, 
chat ben this pot bill was under conſideration, 
que MN. Mary defired ford Bejlamont, her treaſurer, to 

op ſe It. ' He retufed. He was deftred only» to be 
x neutral. He . on the contrary, very active in 
fron the b ' The queen Xiſmiſſed" Mum Hann his 
5 pf e500 to privacy and fragality. The 
. overcome by his obſtinate virtue, — i 
2 ; penſion, He declined it, ſaying, He had to right 
to a reward, as he did no ſervice. It is Wonderful, 
that George | I. ſhould fo eaſily « obtain the: repeal! | 
favourite ; an act. A ſtrong clauſe was added by the | 
lords to the bill of niehts, Excluding « e | | 
£7 - popith ſucceſſors to the throne. Paſſed eafily by th 
commons, which looks as if the tory and popiſn p 1 
ties had. got been ſo ſtron in the houſe'and os | 
as thoſe who. brought i in 5 ſeptennfal bill pretended. He 
This was A. D. 1689. and ſeptennial parliaments were | 1 
eſtabliſned 4. D: 1716 „ It is hardly to be ima- 
gined that there mould ab more danger from Jaco- 
bitiſm in 2716 than in Keke the. very year, after James's 8 
abdication. All this. ews how flimzy the pretences - 
are toe what is ** with ſo much evil. 80 Julius 


De | 
a Tad. cpi. 1. Ld RI ET To. 
» Hisr, Paatic Hel, 2724408 rv nt fa ge +» FR 
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3 | POLITICAL | 


Ceæſar was appointed, by the ſenate and 8 e 
| difator for 6 months. He made himſelf. perpetual, | 


lictator. All the world condemns this tyrannical pro- 
ceeding. The houſe of commons, 2 George I. was 


elected, as uſual, for three years. T hey elected them- 5 
| | ſelves for four years more, without leave of their con- 


ſtituents, given, or even aſked.! O ! but the danger of 
a Jacobite parliament, if a new election was brought | 


on ! True. And in the ſame manner Ceſar, in his | 


civil war, tells us, he feared Pompey's tyranny ; if he 
himſelf reſigned the dictatorial power. Some authors 


tell us, the ſeptennial - act was made on purpoſe to 
faye an odious miniſtry, who dreaded a new and i in- | 


corrupt parliament. Thirty lords (even lords I) pro- 


teſted againſt the ſeptennial act. And Mr. Snell told 
the houſe of commons, they might as well make them 


ſelves perpetual at once, as continue themſelves one 5 


month beyond the time, for which they were elected. 


It was a ſingular modeſty in the lords to origi- 
nate in their houſe an act relating to the commons. 


Therefore lord Guernſey moved the commons, to : 


throw it out of the houſe, without reading it. It 
was anſwered, That the triennial act had originate 
in the houſe of peers. [But -if they were allowed to 


make a ſalutary propoſal concerning what they had 


nothing to do with, it does not follow, that they are 


to be ſuffered to go out of their way to do miſchief*, ] 
Carried 276 to 156 for a ſecond reading, the Tugaay 


— 


| after. Petitions were ſent from many towns againſt 


it. And when this ſelf-prolonged parliament (which, 5 


ſays the author of the Usz Ax D ABUSE or PARTLIA- 


MEN T , went farther in impoveriſhing and enflav- 
| * 


8 N 63— — 


DEB. Com. vi. 68. d. 281. 
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Cub n. DISQUISITTONS. 37 : n 


© ing their fellow-ſubjeRts, than all their predeceſſors = 
© from the reftoration,”) came at laſt to be diſſolved, - 


the cities of London and Wftminſter, with bells; bon- 
fires, illaminations, and every other demonſtration f 
joy, celebrated its rg as a deliverance from their 
worſt enemies. e - View OE Cr ITIA 
The motion for Apel the ſeptennial aQj 4. D. 
1742, was oppoſed by Pultney and Sandys. (I ſuppoſe 


the patriots were afraid a new parliament might not 


be ſo ſtaunch againſt Sir Nobert.) Rejected, 204 
againſt 184. The propoſal was made by Sir 7 


| Barnard; which gives me eee ol Wen chan 
of Pultney and Sandy. Ks 
A. D. 1744, 2 motion was node for aa par- 

| laments e Paſſed in the negative 145 to 113. There- 
fore 113 thought it right. Let not then the propel 


- annual parliaments be thought romantic, 
A motion was made, . 1747. for leave 1 


| bring i in a bill for ſhortening the term and duration of 
future parliaments: © a meaſure truly patriotic, againſt 
© which no ſubſtantial argument could be produced, 


© although the motion was rejected by the majority, 
on the pretence that whilſt the nation was engaged 


ein ſuch a dangerous and expenſive war, it would 


© be i improper to think of introducing ſuch an altera- 
tion in the form of gorernment.s. . This was ſetting 


. common ſenſe upon its head. The danger of the 
times is the very beſt reaſon for tg Rey altera- 


tions, and aboliſhing dangerous abuſes. 
Parliament was diſſolved at the end of the 6th ſeſ- 


| fion, 1747, for a whimſical reaſan, according to ſome, 


VIZ. 
) | eh bid 1 1 | 
PER. Com, XIII. 219. 


2 im. Dup; We” 11. 3 19 Ibid. v. 321. 


Pg 


4 


n —— in raw W ed were an 
able to them, if the ſame parliament continued to KK. 
T ſhould have thought the danger of a change of couns | 
| fels was: in caſe. of a change of parliament, . Some 
| ſaid, as above obſerved; it was done to ſhorten. 5 9 
time, and leſſen the miſchjefs of electioncering - The 
king in his ſpeech pretends. that he diſſalved the par- 


liament to ſhew-his-intire: confidence. in the affectionz 
his . and that ba did wer depend, meren 
per ang et of men in the houſe of commons. 
11 bus it appears that parliaments were originally | 
_ renewed every year, and that a garliament and a ſeſſion © 
were the: ſame thing That they held on in sf 
with little variation, to the times of Her VIII. 
That annual parii iaments were reſtored under Philip and 
Mary. That they were made triennial, 4. D. 1640 
That ia the time of the troubles under Charles I. theyß 
were very irregular, and protracted to an enormous 
e the houſe of - peers/aboliſhed, and the rump, 
or remainder of the commons, kicked: out Þy Gromwel, 
That under Charles II. A. D. 1664, the triennial bill s 
repealed, and the period of parliaments left to the arbi- 
trary pleaſure of the prince. That his long, or pen». | 
| fioned parliament met, A. D. 1661, and*ſat.above 18 
years. That the period of parliament was reduced back 
to triennial 6 Milliam III. A. D. 1694. And that, 


A. D. 1776, 2 George I. they wore protracted to ſep- . . | 


tennial, at which period they have continued ever ſince, 

in ſpite of innumerable remonſtrances agaiuſt a Sie" 3 
ance ſo univerſally . confeſſed, and ſo notoriouſly * 1 
5 Of won 4 more fully elſewhere, 5 


2 the. Dus. Cod i 11, 3 By by d Thid. 5h. 


erer. er Langs, 17. %S. EF 


6 ds 75 
i ' 1 i : 5 i i — ; NS * f 


7 


3 2 ood 
& { 7 F "4 * " A . 
A : [ 3 * - 9 
N 4 5 n * *. * 1 
8 * * + 1 N 
. 32 
12 - PB 2 DCE! ©: x 4 g 
1 LY „ * 
8 5 A * 
. 5 8 
J 1 "a 
Fr. 


OME fey e Neu Neun böte bal Wo et 
kJ of apprehenſion from power continued i in the fame 
hands, knowing, that there can be no Hiberty, unleſs 
oo who ene. the Jaws, - well aſſured that | the 


7 ſion f ** Prey ed 3 N from the principles | 
I oh Which they were originally. conſtirated. © Heß Y 5 3 

prupiat, . r. g He tells us, the Thurians had 4 RD” 
1 utary Jaw, "by vpich the ſame perſon could 3 
twice : prætor without: : an intermiffion of five; years. 
Ty "ſuffered this law to be a al bro OE Their ate. 
From tht fd Yi, AUTH IS, 57? 


1 The N Ring d that hel 2 Slab bie by. | o N. 5 


- - the erpetuity off their power, began to fireteh pt „ 3 
gatiye, aboliſhed the regal "office, and ſet up 1 „„ 
who 1. to reign 10 Jears, and then to be ſubjects. ; 15 
But people findig e even this period fes . 
not mu Dh breed that' of pur parliaments] too * | 7 1 
changed their plan” olf government, and appointed 1 
9 archent, to rei n one heat The 45 enian epiſtates, © þ Mo bo 
CCC 
and "never | more than onde. The 10 45 or ar 55 9 9 
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The, 1 85 555 people of Epirus, during the age 
thei liberty, were accuſtomed to meet once in — ＋ 
| year, the king to renew. his coronation oath, and; th 5 
people their allegiance *.' The Carthaginian Alen, 
dor chief magiſtrates, held their power only one Year b. 
= tells us, that the Carthaginians found two your 
too long 2 period far their, prætors to have pqwer. 
15 They therefore. made that office annual. . The ci, 
| thian prytanes were annual magiſtrates pos Coon) 
Three brothers having enjoyed the eben ſhip. 
fron years ſucceſſiyely, a regulation Was made, 
chat neither conſul nor tribune. thould be: in, office 
above. one year *, In England, A great. fami 11 com- 
mands the eleQions of members for one or ſdveral 
| boroughs, from generation to generation. The Re- 
| mans never. choſe a dictator, but i in gxtreme Lange, | 
and when expeditious meaſures alone could ' fave the. 
ſlate, and only for 6 months. T "appointed ſeve-- 3 
ral times a dictator to drive, an expigtoty nail into he 
Te iter's temple, But he held kis office only... 
one day. be wiſe Romans would truſt power no 
longer than was neceſſary. The authors of the Kr. = 
Unrv. HisT. give, the following account of the office. 
of diftator among the Romans; This ſupreme officer 
< was called dictator, either becauſe he was GO," * 
that is named by the conſul, or from his di 
© and commanding what -ſhould be done. No ons 
could be created dictator till he had been conſul. 
The time afligned for the duration of ee e | 
£ the FROGS fix n. As WTI dia- 4 
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bre, enprent e e ef Be eee, 
The dictator was not allowed to march out of 
| „ left he ſhould take advantage of the diſtance _ 
e to attempt ſomething againſt che c 
© mon „ Ws ye e a a,” 
© exceytth Gals '6f a tedious and fydgen cd 
© and then he formally afked leave of the people 
© ride, In at other ae were ey ab UI 
c zune He might proclaim war, levy forces, 
them out, diſband them, .&c. without gonſult- 
eee He could puniſh as he pleaſed; and 
* from his judgem 
© authority more aweful, he hag alwa ys twenty-four 
© faftes With axey carried before him, if re believe P- 
* rarch, and Populus. Livy afcribes the firſt riſe of 
cuſtom to Sl. The authority of all other 
* magiſtrates ceafed, or was ſubordinate to him. He 
© ha the naming of the general of the horſe, who-was 
— © wholly at his command. Wii tis mien 
| be was not obliged to give an account of any thing | 
- * he had done during kis adminiſtration.“ FR 'ws 
| knovy aecviidingly what tyrints the diftarors proved.] | | 
| arty I "the fri Gin a Kind 1 


ger al lean Cfrcorertny i eee 
endered the name of diftator „ inforuch 
<a" n the fall of the latter, a decree paſſed in 
| * the ſenate, forbidding the ufb of chat dignity upon | 
1 whatſvever for the future: 
Tue greater the power is; ſays Livy, the ſhorter 
ought wo he the Ginn faking it. Nothing is more 
advantageous for à ſtates. ſays Seneca, than that great 
power be ſhort, We Nn wy 
Vorl. 1 K found 


L . 4 


ent lay go appeal. To make his : 


by 


was for life, Hannibal obtained a regu 
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found to an a bad uſe of their e which. 
it to annual. J h yeas ein, r d d ee ee 
The Romans, in, theix beſt, times, ntl thoſe 


7 7 9 


who aſſumed power, had almoſt, condemned. Martius 
to death for aſſuming the title of proprætor given him 
by the army, but without authority of the ſenate, 
5 though hg had. juſt then eine a glorious viſtory,i in 


Spain: «, " r, S Iten, In, 5 

: Cicero, i in kts book, D Lach. 7 Ao the. px 
ing, was an expreſs law among the Romans, g Eundem 
6 magiftratum,, &c, , Let no man bear the fame — 


2 1 in the republic twice without an inter val of 10 yi 


0 between,” It is true the people often broke t 


this wiſe regulation, and ſuffered power to. be o 
Iden and to continue too Jong, i in. the ſame perſon, or 
family, as. in the caſe, of Ruiil. Cenſerius . 
| cenſor twice together, and of. Fabius's ſan made. con- 


ful, after that, authority. had been often _conferr ed, an 
the; father ſo chat. be himſelf declared againſt the —_ 


ple's partiality for his. family, The laſt. Roman 

3 Zane though choſen by their country but for a 
« years, prolonged their, term by their eng. ad, and 
© retained the power, they had, Fre till the pep 

o * forced. it out of their hands, an Hat ws 


2 ſeverely for. their, uſurpation. {Yor memory ſtands 


„ branged ja. hiſtory, with all the, infamy it deſerves; 
0 while, the names of. Valerius and Haratius, under 
C whoſe conduct che people recovered their right of 
electing annual magiſtrates, are celebrated by their 
< hiſtorians with all, the praiſes that gratitude Gan, 
yield, or merit 77 anne E PE kun. 
« © braſs/or marble ö. „ 
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4 fork v the Vid coriſequerices" f ſuffering 

power to *<ontihue"ohg ft the” fame hands; *'T here. 

fore he refuſed"to' be continued in the cohfulſhip be. 

Fond His year. In enſequence of too long a Conti 

nuanee of power in tlie fame Hands, Sylla urid Maarinuß | 

attached to theniſelves*the army in ſuch' a manner 5 

25 grievoully diſturbed; and Ceſar 45, rulned RH. s 
* Auguſtus; at the pbint of death; give His WII ts | 

his collegue in the conſulſhip. And ſome Tuppoſed; Re 

he intended to freſtore the republican” government — 
But recovering he went o a8 beſore; likeiprefiimps 1 
tuotis ſinners, unn ers oppo, | - 5 
their gekebed repentanos . rte 8 

„ ferve*the conſequerte of 4 eontnary conduct 
Leman in telt degeherats "times becitme fearleſs , 

' of the Joss of liberty. Though” d foreteld, that 
Julius we be found to have many Mariuſei within 75 
bim; "though" Car openly” bribed för the oer f 
Pontiſes muximus, or chief prieſt, or, if 'you pleaſe; Tos 

pope of Rome though he Kitnded' Catilin®thereons. 

ſpirator and his crew, (with whom he wiliaceuſed-of | 

being an accomplice) till a bandof equeſtrians dtejvitheir. | | | 
ſwords upon him, and had almoſt killed him; though, 8 5 
he was accuſed of à conſpltacy with Crafſut, P. Stillag . 
and AutFonius;' to murder thoſe ſenators, who oppoſed 6 
their ambitlous views; and to ſeize the donſulſhip for | | 
Craſſus, and the command of the harfe for himſelf 3. * „ 
mough = he wis accuſed of Another plot with e 
| though he behaved o ill! in bis pfertorſnipß that the. 
ſenators thought it neceſſary to take his office! from „ 
him; though he fefuſed to abdicate in obediencef᷑ to 
the deeree of the fathers; till he ſaw, that he would : be 
W the bench by} forde; t though he treated 
"I | H 3 _—_ Bibulury 
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though Filing I ſay, thug rgavy Ingumerable- proofs 
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Bibulus 4 collegue ig the conſulſhip, with ſuch 
cudetipſs tat he forced)! that mek ſpirited man 49 


raus, fer which he reigned done as abſolutely. as 
any: tyrant, impriſening the »heſt-gmyen-of Nen ws 


of the lawleſs apabition, which afterwards overtheom = 
the Libertjen of hie cquytry, yet the too. entdulous 
people advanced" this apparently. dangerous: citizen, tg 

tue highe& honour, and, giving him the proviece.of 
Guido: h pere, und the command. of the ar 
with thut um bands put into his the ſword with 
— ne Rabbed liberty to the heart. N | 
arcallus faighfully warned the fonate, 
Sele that was valuable, to 85 
b ee and that · it was abſolutely. pe- M 
— * public ſafety, that the formidable army; thoyld 
| be dimnaded were ware ill: Renate (degeinvente' Re+ 
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No prefidene: could be'etisſencatr Flrerce inlefs than 5 
three years flom his laſt ſetvicd n By this means 
poſts of *honour were attainable by iwoſt ofthe viti- 
zens, and no man or party could become'inveterate/in | 

, and reſponſibility was ftill niview. 29 el, 

The Fbrentines ordered, about che beginning of the a 


magiſtrate mould from what time de annual, andl that 
the council ſhould be enlurged by che addition of all 
who had gone chrough che great offices of ſnteg either 
at home 2 Abfoall; the number before was but Ig d. 
Power ſnould be widely diffuſed; and continually ſhift- 
ing from hand to hand. Tu” ebe * 755 E ve W in 25 

Cardinal Richelieu, in his TES TAM. Pons ri 


demns the cüſtom in Franc, of appointing the ngover- 


note of provinces for life ,-. u As, i une 


At Venice the doge Bot being um abſoluts ſavereign, 


j or counſellors of 
Venice, ale choſen for 8' months! / The cab ai. 
rama, or heads f the ediirts ef 40) rs; are ho- 
ſen by the ſenate for two inotths; The evil dil can. 
feli, or ſages of the councli, ſerve a denne d. | 
a find, or Ages of "the | *0 
months. Five {avi} aH db df or fages of order are 


 Aikewiſe cron by ballet in che fenate ſor b monthe 


each 4. 205 ; "lt; "oy Sb is, * 1 a Nrutrt 3. 0 


- The Khalif Oniar Sedan > omingte his fon for . 
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tte ſueceſſor. It was enough, he ſaid, for one family | 
io have one in the. 
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A doge of Lucra. cannot be re- elected in lefs than 
7 years. The ſenators are elected every two months. 
The great-.council,;pf;/330/;nobles and 10% burzhers 
hold their places 2 years. Their police i very et, 
tive to the ſuppreſſion of luxury). ; 
„There is, dung honoured friend Mr. Gebe i : 
< the- government of ;Cor/ica,, 2./gradual progreſſion of 
power flowing from, pg which . Hon 
_ © diſpoſe of, and reſume at th cir pleaſure at, the en 90 0 
every geuy; ſo that no magi yy .or ſervant * ; 
6) "Frey of whatever degree, w at ventil 
t a time, ta encroach upon his eee ke | 
ing , that he muſt ſoon give an of hi ini- 
6 Aran, and. if he ſhould am” TR 257 oof þ 
© his.office, he K 10Ws, in 285 
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„ be is, only wreathing 
«for his own neck, as ke is mmeſinely, . return te 
5 the ſituation of an ordinary. ſubject ®F 
When the throne, of Poland becomes, vita, the | 
primae archbiſhop of Geſna,. obtains, a greater power 
than the king had ; but this gives no jealouſy; , becauſe 
he has no time, hefor 4 king 355 choſen, to make him- | 
ſelf fortnidable ©, The Parmeſans uſed tochange their 
1 twice a 0 RY directors pda the Dutch | 
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liaments. eee ee , BY 2748. : 
obtained a xeſtviction of theme fo eight iyrats. Home 
of the, candidates thay cokligeh-0/frery ae) t 
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VEN the Ka wha are deſcribed by R 
1 rOug Ay at as g people of great faith and Jittls- 
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N75 A be expected e, i 
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2 4 mn gr general. government of the Lenne 
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© feveral circuits, go ſen juſtice, and good cuſtoms, ob. 7 
« ferys 5 they often, of courſe, at appointed times, 
hf 1 together to eonſult and give order in pubtiek 
irs s 3. but Ever in time of war one of theſe: N 
We to be king, and t remain ſo lang bnly as pp 
Mi Lhe laſted; and that being ended, his nameand, = 
bg of king alſo geaſed, and he became as before; 
« 1 t ia cuftom continued among them until the time 
of their wars with the emperor Charles the Great. | 
At which-time, Jitrelind,-ont-of-theſe- twelve, 4 
nobleman vf Auęris in M pb and, bore over the reſt / 
 _ © the name and authority of King; arid he being after- 
4 ' ward, by Means of the faid e converted to the 
„ a bn . 


* "I 
J — 
i 


— 


= — e 
L imo — — 


4 bs 7 
« continue. in bis af ab: CRT 
Riv 01% one) tht” Irrel WS 
g 2 ain within | 92 
that 66 bpptekon 
- +ſhallbe r or e 
: done feingt moſt, on pain. ol ing 2 
ae pt Naher re 


oF — — | 1a mom. od 1” 


* Pani. Nie. 11. 1 ry 4 (hr? "bb 2 ul r ta | 
„ STAT. ar eres, "YT 0 


4 Ibid. 266. © Ibid. 34. wy 
* . 569. 
5 hes vu. cap. 5. rar, Iv Janans i. #7. 


F 


4 


e, That this preſent. parliament gifſol "IR 
VVV 
ing ordinance ſhews that the gene | api ws | 
thoſe times Was. for, 3. place-pill, And. the ſame 
fa at ntatio 9 75 4 ne 73, A cl 5 
f * 3 ä $4 TY 0 TT MF | 
* 


19 ** "> 2 1 % . ia 2 41 5 þ - * } 4 
LR 17 8 % 45 ; bs * „ * 6 7 ; 4-H * $7, Fr 6. 5 
« 0 4 X 
777 V. 
7 * z. 5 ho. he: a "; 
o * 7 
4 4 ; -v * 4 « . Fu 2 ˖5 8 $85) 1 * 3 4 . » 8 
* - * A s } : . ＋ 0 * 4 o * * 
wA , . . 4 „ * = 
* *. 1 2 1 1 <> 2 1 
* 2 


1 
* 5 
7 


S. 


1 4 


& 
+4 13% 
FT» 


= e e ee A 3 
n — in this Mie of the 
beſt arguments for ſhort parliaments, that have | 
qeeurred to me in the courſe of my reading. T hope. . 
the rend EXC e eee a iy; find | 
in the arrangement of them. 1 
Te tz che Wr er of man Mö Mibeye „ | 

4 creature capable of any thin g the moſt infer- 

nally eruel and horrid, when actuated by intereſt, or 

what is more powerful than intereſt, paſſion, and not 
in immediate fear of puniſhnient from his fellow- 

creatutes; for damnation "lies * aut of fight. Who 

would truſt ſuch 4 miſchievous men 4 with luer. „ 
Audous Power ?: „ 
SVimia guam ſimilis tuypiſing. tall tl? 5 ''Ovip,. | 
; : The love of power is natural ; it is inſatiable; it is 
os, not cloyed, by pang * men 1 
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is that neither for 
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: nouſe in independent c cur 
extravagance learned at” Lindo" may beggür 1 
Were parliaments ahnual;'the'chanes'of- 3 


A nen, mne ir one wle be ge 
tative, wie is not ſo at. — — LI 
amtes. In tt 


be u to 7 By a few mens mon 
power; 6 times the number 958, or 3,370 ale. — 
-parliament excluded from practically learning partic. 
mentary knowledge; and a 
of their country, beſides their being "excluded frem 
vrhat they have an equal natural right to, with the | 
558, who were choſen, i. e. who bought” their b 
Short parliaments would give the people an 

tunĩty of knowing” more of the ſtate of things e > 
*Hortie'and abroad, than long ones. 358 

do not know / ſo much as ſeven times that number? dr 
chree times that humber. Long parliaments are pur: 


* tſculatly” favoutable'to* corruption. N virtubub-man 


could not be debauched in 2 — Ste Ste. 
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nding the intereſts 
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RESIN of: > ith venta, deſtroys a een, | 


makes our delegates our eee eee ee 


nun auguſt aſſembly, whom we muſt; not approach but : : 


in the humble guiſecof petition. Short parliainents 
would be clear of ſuſpicion, and nothing —— 


promote confidence between king and 


dom from eee If our kings ; 
peo le's confidence, we are in 1 
the caſe of the people of Frante, whom the king can 
plunder at will. Can the people be free from ſuſpicion, 
when they ſee” ſome hundreds of plaeemen - in the 


houſe? n ee en eee n 
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| penſigned: 2 very lesen 


for penſioning. eee 
princes haue: approved of frequent meeti | 
parliaments, and gliets. Our. cards an 


often put. a ſtop tothe — FW tp hc 


parliament. Phe. Spaniards were peculiarly:eautious 
about then frequengy of their tate: meetings. heir 
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ticularly 


fouriſhings His 8 


{ the! people, and ſirſt eclipſed iche 


t, without the people. —_— | 


mults, and league. ue rubjecte have often feturnek 
with intereſt on the heads of their àmbitious: prince 
the damages they have ſuffered lit their handu hieb | 


nas redused- the Kingdom to. entfetme diſtrefl. Tue 
ſtruggles: of the parliatmenp bf Pari and people bf 


Frutces- duriug the minority bf chi Prelene King; 8s 
recover theirs loſt libertiesz ſhe w the'precarivts' BS 


cf deſpotic nbnarchs: Wen Germany Was expelud . 
to unſpeslable miſeries from ehe Fungus laut, belebt. 5 | 


mans," : Vandals, - and Dauer, the remedy wits: A+2b13fh 
ing -frequeit and annual" diet by the golden bull, | 
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— the ervoy <ffuſivig pooer os We 
tinue too long in. the fame hands. And he quote 
Ahne, who aſeribes e ruin. of the Mn en 
moawealth, to the want of um agrarian i an dip 
which aceract from the" protongations bf | 
d in th fs hands \ WAS a eee ET RO; We»! 
Dr. Sn gave out hie texte, The word de 
—— which I would: recomment] to your f; 
« actontion. at this time, js written in che Hu chapter 
4-of Joh, and the gth. verſe, 4 All chat amen ahb 
nil he give for his life,” & π] Fhejucebites-meved, 
4 P. 1699, fen . 
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Therefore ſhort parliaments are — 
ſibleg an / many onſts;: to ſoreſee Har the. eee t rahd 

operation of an at ef purliament willptove; AH if 
2 bad lava muſt — ̃ D— reef ears | 
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Tie length of parliaments deh ecke, the hits of he 
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play. 1 truly Malpolian, that is jeſuitical 
eaſoning«c In owhoſe hands; ought- the pour. to be? 
In;thoſe; of a corrupt bai will it be ſafer. there 
than, in the hands. ofithe:ogiginal-proprietors, :Þ mean 
the paupla Is:the-counts likely conſult the peoples 
Intereſt with more diligence and ſidelity than the peo-—- 
ple them(elyes:A The court may be rich, though tbe 
pation. be. xuined ut the nation be n what 
is 0 becamealithe people “r; e 
Saure enen modefiy: of a „ 
gurtier ſtickorat nothing. vlan formally ſets him- 
Git to prove (in oppaſition'ctoiithe ſenſo of all that 
eyer thauzht, ſprito, r wrote upon government) that 
dit is an advantage: of oùo conſtitution,: that a perſon 
 $:may be in ai ſtation uf power, bis-whole life, becauſe 
'< the attachment of the people to their king andre 
« familyy with ahwoys prevent any bad effects from/ his 
ambition, andthe canroutof +maftery/or fovereign,* 
fhkawever ill-diſpoſed, ovihoweverimifcled, the fove- 
reignbmay che) s well: as f tO houſes" of purlia- 
dend, 10 Uher corrupt che partiament may be] 
Dilly prevent his being guilty of very ENOF- 
mom practioas, or will, >dt alb times, even when he 
ie la Hb enithocf his power} be able to diſover 
Land puniſn tems af he ſhnuld But wiſe founders 
of: ftates have geneiaſiy thought prevention preferable 
to puniſhment ; and have; therefore, e reve | 
ſor preventing tlic dontinuahce of ener. long in 
che ſame hands. And in ſpite of the utmoſt Precnu· 
ton, wicket miniſters have often eſeuped. br hy | 
It is obſerved, that the members are particularly 
| careful of their conduct toward the end of a parlia- 
TEES view to He" Oe re-elefted, ou 
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not this \ſhew:the- advantage of ſhort parliaments, and 
the frequent, teturn: gf. power into the hands of the 
people:3;df 36 be ſnd, Apen the plan of excluſion by | 
rotatiun, aui an effect] place-bill,: gentlemen would - 
not; want to be uro: clectedii [and-therefore the ſhorten. 
ing of parliaments would mov aake them at all the more re 
careſul.cof: their condudt 512his is. confeſling. all. that 
Is wanted vis 1 * f p were upon 2 . 
ht foot, there would be 10 byat upon the minds 
2 the members. to draw them away from their coun- 
s which\they,. ap id e purſue, 
their on © involves ift N ene rid gi 
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quepm that he-would defirg"the1ddke; of -Lorrain 0 


remgve.the pretender out-ofihis dominions.: Sir il. 


lam Ii bitlocba obſerved, that there was ſuch an addreſs. 
preſented to Gn II hM abe removing of Chatles 
| Stuart out Of Nane, gmbd was afterwards weſtored-to 
the thrbac2\Bring nir the hen a pi ment, and 
the naabers fearing los thqiraleQion; at w reſolved. 
num aun This ſhevidthetadt/antagerdf Gore parlia- 
ments d For ;thes i intaitſt at that Aae 
thought 40 be Hrong in the houſe bus Tonne 
In tite Druamſlure inſtrudtiumag H. i 8 


following; © Reſtore n trionnial pafliamante, the ber 
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| „there — chat the mem 
ders of fireh 2 chmk they have an intereſt diſ- 

4 tinet from that of the'commiunity'*,? In Euglund, 
while parKaments are ſeptermial, it may happen, that 
many Randreds of individuals may be legiflators the 
| greateſt part of their hes. Accordingly it was found, 
in che Jear rycé, mat '64, members had ſerved in 3 

e e 16k.5, 3007, hots 1 1 bt . 
ad f in 161 Os 1 
Many writers ay Kere rel pon 1 know : 
what ' imaginary danger from 'unbalancing the power 
Sf the thiee'eftates;” For my part, L own T ans f c > dull, 
_ that I en ſer but ene daflgef re 
of the kingdom, vis, The datiger of the vente 4 
enſlaved by the ſervants of the crotun. Suppoſe * A 
rFember e Rag and lords diminiſhed to what degree 
the reader pleaſes; If the people of property in general 

| wWeee free and happy; \ could" the king and lords be 

5  uikappy#' Woufd iche King and the lords have juſt 

f reuſer 60 emp Hain; if the) were happy? Does any 
friend to his fellow-creatives wiſh the king and lords 
s peſſoſd power for any other purpole, than the gem 
ru heppfneſs? Can ve net imagine a ſtute, in which 
de people might be very huppys in which | King and 
lord peſſsſſed much Refs Power! than they do in this 
country? Can we not imagine a very happy ſtate, 
in which there was neither Vitig nor lerde ? "What i is. 
eflity of a check on the power of the cortimons 
by Ung and Jord ? 18 chere amy fear, that the com- 
| Mohs be 70 fel to e era — r Muſk 
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ves of the people be cheched and clog- 


the 


If there be not mne beceſfty ſar this (which to, me 
ſcems as rational as ta ſayycthers aught' to be a check 
to prevent individuals from being oe healthy, or %%% 
virtuous):I;tannotifee. they ſolidity def thet reaaning, 
which lays ſo much ſireſs on.the.necaſſity of ia balance, 


indeed ( ſpeculatively, or theoretically; ſpeaking} — 
neceſſity of any more 4/ates than one, vis, An de- 
quats; repreſentation, off. the people, ungbocked /and 
uninfluenced by any thing, but the common; jnterelt ; 

and that they; appvint feſponſihle men for- dhe ar 
tion of the Jaws made. by them with. the genersl appro- 


bation,. Jet ſome writers af wo ſmall note affect o re- 


gret the ſuppoſed, weakneſs af the grown apd houſe of 
lords, when ſet againſt the commong, becauſe the. 


commands the purſe. e e 


_ © ſays my eſtcemed friend Mr. Hume, is 90 cha 
* of the commons, And why, I pray , 189 


be a check l, Again, , Though the king has negative | 
a deter 


in the paſſing of laws, yet chis, in fact, 


of ſo little moment, that ht ever is vu,e d by the | 
* two houſes is ſure i to be paſſed into a lw, and the - 
wege en — are—ni. = 


have Dugkt a K 
individualy ora" bindful. of lords, to have an, rh power 


of flapping. dhe buſinels/ of che whole, Nitiſi empire 
n their intereſted, view, 
whoſe intereſt may often be iĩmaginad (hy ;themſelyes = 


according to their capri 


at leaſt) to lie very wide of the general weal I can 
an Ag. the uſe 1 ee b 
e 121 5h 6 th 1 1 Us 99 


WE: 


III. Une, if not _ 


2 cus Elizadeth rjeted 4 ills Ih ing william 


* 


ged in promoting the intereſt ;of their,copſtituents ?: 


* 
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a king or OY but 1 Chf P hate h Cößbeption 
of the advantage of a check Wþdh tHe Power of the 
people, 'or their ineortupt And vanbyalſed Med fepr en. 
| katives. The fine . reap YN 
1 certain competent de be 'of © me! eb ces 
44 For iy patty" k ler poli VU dice, 
great of ſmall, of miniMetiaP” Por If We 
a deadly poifon in the Vitals of 5 880 6h Which | 
muſt bring on {ts Neſtruckf on? e nt 
The oppoſers ö Mhudt pärhraments "fs „Phe 
ching will be flüctünting under chem, afl $6 nifiba 
will treat with'ybu n Wal Un W. roleeut&with 
ſucceſs, gte. "Hive Hi then förgbtz hilt ehe the. 
ties of Bretiz hy 4 nd Troyes Weld" Ebnauded! and the 
: victories of Cregy at 410 5 Mow g ned, Amber the 0 
pices of annual 1 DE — . 6 ths contttaryy%* 


© js thought. bY as any fas the duthör of Pate” 
ba each Potent hat "he ſeßte fm ar aer, 1. 5 
1716, was che rereſt” ſtäß, he belles r nie 
. Fellib et lr 


$ le of England ever rw TA 
| $ EK" Randing” Bl rl ameht 9 os fte parlliment 

* long contin 2 W &y nature of Gf Kön. 
Bi Ritution i in the fete A pr nnd whilti'the 
e preſervation of our ele ide ai 
C ſecurity of our liber goes 4 — 1 
quent feſfians of Pall eff, But in ou 
11 aments gh 7 AVAAIIASY 2: au 1 MF rd 
The artticnt” Glo" (hy Diboin@ie'®)" in Tithe 
'$ mixed govefnmenitsformew Th' theſe northern c“n 
e tries (which will Be che beft model for then eo fol 
5 low) was. That nativiial "iNbmblies mould be H- 
' 5 quently called, and ſent home ab ſoon'ls the nation's. 
l buſineſs was diſpatched, Tue wiſdom of old times, 


f 1 P. xi. 'Þ Dr558mr, ON Pes ring, p. 7 
k Pbid. 128. # Daven, 11. 60, 


*. 


* 8 
8 „ 2 1 r I * 8 
** 


«For it is in cheſe cobfinue ſe 


cinp V. | bis der, TION 8. 


id never think it nvent 
6 afſembly ſhould fit, many. 


_ © ig" learnt of ending, an ü 
« youth 1s deprayed, and. old knners | 
« thoſe parties arg formed that give be cupnin 


« ers ſo much weight apd value, and; wherg they, can A 


« bring their fubtlxxy, pad cloquenee to market, | And 
| + in former reigns, the departing\ſrom a.principle s 


c eſſential in its conſtitution, had like to; have chan 


« the( whole, ber of "the, Engl. Ones. for 


_ © leeches and other blood ſucking, worms are 
« dered in ſtanding pools, 
«raptor bred fo many jet, The ig i 
 « affembly Jong fitting hay 175 
dom, and opens a Way 1 if uſt 
among their wp 
c called e 0 
ſtlate, and are d | 
< neſs i 18 diſpatched, 10 , 
„ cians, becothe preſently. BY 
_ « deſign t0.xiſty, muſt moun (by obs 
5 merly. Intriguing. eading 11 207 
f factions, and e an ic 1 
« buſy men but! ittle, LY, A NEE his 
4 to mould and faſhion an 8 . if 6 1 5 
8 eee are feld 2 it 
s jt is not fo. eaſy\ to, corrup} 4 Me. he i pong 
« where there is of; 2 
« it is like building en h. 40 Fl e, 
« intend to advance themſelves in the world, ſep aj | 
6 and that theſe aſſemblies are no. tare 1 fgld 
© which they can exerciſe their wicked arts with 
| advantage, are 8 into other methods, 


lowing waters Wo not " | 


25 thah for- 
0911117109 to WE 
runnin | 


— ar - > 
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0 intereſt to be otherwiſe, , In, ſuch a conſtitution, there 
© is no need to Glence, trouhleſame and perplexing. 
© rhetoric with ſome good office, nor to buy off. and, 


_ Bogk: TY 
and are bongh, of courſe, whancit.is, no longer their 


* reconcile at any rate, meg gf turbulent and ambi- 


| © tious, ſpirits 3, and hen it ig; not needful to hire 


< people to ſave. their. Own country, how much cheaper. 
* and more eaſy is government 4 to prinees, 
< who, then have a free Choice among their ſubjects 
to call wham they pleaſs into the ſervice of the ſtate }: 
< whereas, otherwiſe their favours. are confined to one 
© narrow. ſphere; and a8 thereby. their goodneſs is made 


” zn. extenſive, ſo the ſtations are abilities and. 


ee wy 4 out places. Ke wen 


s rather than men that are fit for the places. In coun- 


< tries. here this poſt, ſo eſſential ito liberty, is thus 
c preſerved from corruption, all matters relating either 
* ta war or peace, public revenues, t trade, will go on 


4  proſperoully ; ;--and a national aſſembly ſo conſtituted. 
_ *<cxvill always produce wholeſeme laws, right admini- 
E ſſtration, eee rgoe of honeh: 1 80 Fo mi- 


o miſters. Hf 14: HSE 61 is © (x HOES PHB 


— — 


Cbarles II. governed: by his 10 0 
parliament in much the ſame arbitrary manner ras WH * | 
liam the Baſtard did without-a'parliament, F or, as 
< the people had in both caſes loſt the exerciſe of their 
© annual power gf election, with that they had loſt 


e the remedy for all their grieyanceg. And under this 


< mode of things may be obſerved all the marks of 
« tyranny. that can be found. under the deſpotic 80. 
< vernment of one man. The laws were ho longer 
« any protection to the innocent, J udgment and juſ- 
* tice were directed by court policy; 3 ſeverity and 
6 4 PR 5 D 


9 


Chap: V. D [$QVISET. FONS, 
« cruelty: teok the place of merh end zoder 5 
< fitting ol -yoſea,;@utting-of cars, whipping, pillorys * 
£  ing;{hravling; fining -mpriſegivgy hanging, reef 
behtading, Mara. the tonſtant lot of theſe; who had = 
virtue enough 40 ſpeak; write or act in of. 
Rp eee 1 | 
00 g che people. under this dread- 


e theiviorins:and p rayers fm cithes 
. approaching the-throne ex themſelves. They paſſed 
* lat, byuwhich, han dusk afk bt Kev neighbour to 

n. him ini petition:for relief to the king ot eitheg 

of patliament. Ates melancholy 1 
. l efit of 
enk, 1a h. BEE At. * 5 511 2 W 


make! it ſafe (lan 72 3 


b gebe ;anx;et-06,men: whatſoever, lo.great a2 
tut as ig egllettive body. delegates. on the repre» | 
rage a this: Kingdoc, except the; foortneſs of 
_ «if m. er which this:truft. is, delegated, Ther- 
- - + fore. every brotengatian; of this term is in its degres 
er their ſecurity, and 


„„ 
Zet t ich prolong ation EXP oſe the nation, | 


in the poſkils caſe, of having a corrupt parl iament, | 
2 boſe the great. equantgge Teh. our. gonſtitution 
+ hath provided of cur wing the evil before it grows con. 


« firmed ant rates, by. the gentle method of chufing 
£2, new repreſentatives. and reduces the people hy con- 
© i; hays no other alter jatiyę than that of 


5 ſeg 
nn 


Wc 6 


3 N | 


x. 
4 A 0 
= br an. AK. m th 9 5 — 


4 e. Ess. rag ee 1er 6 8 ps 167 | 


L 


at mey dontributed all in their power 


8 ie wem 


c ſubmitting or reſiſting, though ful i 

© grievous, and reſiſtance 105 EE 1 
© the ie e truf he 
© alone abuſes, his 1 
4. © fuicient to, prove, 5 


. © 


© deputies, 05 wee 55 


1 may not be in danger t 
8 * private intereft,”.. The, ſp 


James IId's reign were Wa in Sieg me: T 
| by their refuſing. to call ſucceſhye parliament 5 d by 
continuing the ame parliament formany. e > form 
them to a complianeę With their r deſigns. of le 
power. They obſerve, © That from king Willian' 5 ſo- 
x 2 and repeated aſſurances that he would put 2 flop 
à⁊ to the arbitrary Power Exerciſed over the people, and- 
© parliament, and from his requeſ{.to parliament, that” 
| © they would make ſuch an eff proviſion. for their 1 
8 fundamental Jays and liberties, that they mij t neyer 
- r Was 
| - « _ 


15 


LET 


— 


» sant rue, ime of king Williew, 11. 330; 


Chap. V. DISC ITstTowmSs. OY 
6 reaſon to & p , iſe the NH, as legal eourſe of 


ts "WET" ne been i- 1 
c mediately ly "reſto 17 5 the” ſerbn | fencd m 
c that "Eonffil date e at t it the witldor! 
c could Have if Weges. Bait the” « 
revolution. fort 5 e tünky . Wet W : | 
"-Politic as” 99 f aden 3r L ae, TAE if ip =, 
1 r epublican in 7 5 ir "tnea res of anita: | 1 
tion, fi e 7777 "rojo Its in their Obedtende. 
Our 7 e it in hel own "abfolute' power to : 
SH Fog 2 6us ſervice. ' The King cin dic. 
falve every To en at the end of the firſt felion 
Which would ke parll itivhs' inurl. "Bur i 
would be 85 — pre Too n 


er 
the people ; ereds Kin 


down. Vet en the Gy mr cl nerd 
lberty propo ſed, A. B. 164% bienthial'p: 
that the counties Möuld elect members actordld 
© the reſpeRive' ates thicy borè in the keen tile 
© and büfdens or tue kingdom,” and that the eleckſeh 
_ © of bürgeſſes for p. r declined of f | nſiderable towns 
be taken ö. Aud getibrat” Far, 
polls fettes in C4 % Ib HRe Rats che Jeb. 
tien of che per lod oF flartidiient t . its, at 
ti 141 a ti ele e. | Pu 9 teh + ſes cart 147 19wom 
fit ic whculd ever l. ys the author of Pk 
© To FRAU. POLY: Tir as 7 — nta 5 
© cou by long indepen "oh tHe pie, mould 1 
7 of Ti Sree FrieVinices, = 9 
* ber, and become ops ts 


8 annual 5 on 
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« . people will, in that caſe, have no w__ reniedy, . 
C which 1 15 in itlelf contrary | to the nature of govern- 
ment it being ridicalous to imagine chat the ſame 
law, which provides à ' remedy for eyery private 
wrong, ſhould provide none for theſe of the public, 
s or that the whole body of the people, for whoſe 
ſake the law itſelf was inſtitutod, Mould eyer find 
c themſelves in ſuch eireumſtances, a to loſe the 
benefit of it, Vet this muſt happen it be received _ 
* as a ſtanding maxim of law and. juſtice, that their 
repreſentatives hen once choſen for any number of 
k years, have, notwithſtanding the groſſeſt miſhehavi® | 
b our, ſtill a right to ſit out their term, and what s 
© worſe, to extend it as far as the Ng gs 
c or tbeir oon, may ſeem to require. If this be admit 
© ted, then no term can by law bo preſeribeg to. their 
r ſitting ; becauſe they have ſtill 2. power by law of. 
UL extending that term, and conſequently of perpetuat- 
F ing themſelves, This, however. improbable, muſt, 
| © upon a ſuppoſition of the, legality of the firſt exten 
6 ſion of the original term, be allowed to. be. equally 
$ legal, From hence it appears how dangerous it ig 
© to remove the corner ſtones 8 that 
« wheneyer they haye heen ;remo\ neceflity, 
$ the tet eee of to "wy | 
| $ ſtore them to their former ſituation,” - |, 13 1 : 
Lord Digby, . in his ſpeech, 4. D. 1640, FLY 
The ſafety of the ſtate, conſiſts in frequent parlia- 
ments. They are the dum ngcefarium.., The long 
, © intermiſſion of parliamęnts has always, produced bad 
: s effects.” He obſerves, that the oppreſſjong of ſhip- 
money, and the reſt in Charles Iſt's time, were worſe 
than all the grievances from Magna Charta down, 
and that the 5 intermiſſion of encodes vn the pri- 
1 45 e : Mary 


enn M bis r tens. „ 


mary cauſt of the miniſtry's daring to oppreſs the fubs - 
je , [He had no idea of a bribed parliametit's ſecond- 
views of > villainous' court. } A patliament, 
he as is the only; ſecurity againſt a bad” miniſtr 7. 
[But what fecurity againſt a bad parliament ?] For a 
miniſtry will always aim at an enlargement of power, 
and a parlament only ean curb them. No ſtate can 
© wiſthy be confident of à minifter's being good longer 
„than the rod 1s held over him He mentions 
Ney #s önee algreat patriot and promoter of the peti- 
tion of righr; aerwurds, when made attorney gene - 
ral, "the" very Inventor of e He calls 
Miworth alſo u fhumeful apoſtate! He is for trien-, 
nial parfiaments,” There were no places nor money 
to bribe with hen. But even wriennial Fee 
notb would de tos leng: yd W 
Had we had frequbnt"piriathents, ſays Sir 12 
* Drake; A B. +648; we ſneuld have given a timely 
4 ſtop to miſchiefd / and never have ſuffered them to break = 
rin upon us with ſack an inundation of diſtempers, 
ther witheut Prevention, wf yet fwallow us up. 
Tube , 4% P. fert for ſecuring" parliamene 
agent relate dy the king | without its own con- 
ſent, was dangercus, 5 it feft paflintnent at liberty 
60 fit bs long 4s But it was thought 
ſafe, becauſe bw eonſiderable number 
of places; penſions, or contracts, and the people had 
_ therefore an unreſerved cohRabice in parliament, It | 
ſet, However; = Very" bat Uattiple for corrupt times. 
The people thought ir & Slrfbus victory ober he 
tytant, ths Hh object bf their fear; little apprehand- - 
ks that ever at fare _—_ come,” when they mould 5 
have 


4 TOES RL — ab ms Lo ö anion Wren 2333 df 


3 PARL. nur. IX. ha , 1 R. 37» N 


j 


126 | - POLITIC 41. Book II 


have reaſon to Pigs an exceſſive power in . 
Vet they ought to! have known, that it is never 
that power be ſo far out of the people's. reach, that” 


| they cannot reſume it, whenever they ſee it abuſed, 


— 


<-yhether it will put an end to the great 


either by kings, or parliaments. And they oügdt co 


have remembered, that (ſuch is the diſpoſnion of the 
buman mind) to give independent power to any 4 
of men whatever, is 
ere chemſelves into tyrunts. The proceedings o 


them the watch -· word ta 


that very parlinment exhibited a ſtriking proof of the 
juſtneſs of this remark; and the indepemdency on their 
conſtituents; fill arrogated by many of our members 
of parliament. confirms! it. Were our parliaments 
annual, we ſhould ee our members as teady to acktiow-- 


ledge theip reſponſibility to their conſtituents, as now) 


our overſeers of the poor are to ſubmĩt their accounts 
tb the examination of che pariſh. (01119, ü, nn lt 
The triennial bill under Ling "Willicn HM: was' 


© received, ſays Birket , with great joy {many fas = 


«©E/ing, chat all their 'other laws and liberties wers 


no the more ſteure; ſinoe this was paſſed into 4 


«Jaw! Time muſt tell What effeQs it . 


«with which elections were formerly — 
td al thoſe other practices, which at eomphn˙ them!“ 


Men, who intetided't6"ſelF*their'6wh votes within 


ir was "hoped, that sur conſtitutibn, in (particular 


doors, ſpared no coſt „Ito duy tire votes of others in 


celectioffs. But how! it wat” hop 


e golden age, wbefein the charafters'men were —4 
< and the reputation they bad, would'be the pievail- 
© ing confiderations in elecklons. And by this means” 


3-301. leg! ee ier, 1 


a hah FP 1 a 6 


* 
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| © that part of it, which btelated to the houſe of om 


_ © mons, would again. recover its ſtrength and repu- = 


« tatiqn,/:whichtowern mow : very: much ſunk. For 


© corruption-was:ifo generally ſpread, that it was 55 5 


© believed, everything a gatried by that method.“ 


Tod tbeſe obſervations of the pod biſhop, 1 wit} | 


add, That is. is gat ino time eaſyſig ſay vrhat / effect a 
partiab reformationi ofnabuſes will produce. And the 


mere redueing of purliamento to triennial is ſurely a 


very partiah correction. Ia is only ſtapping one leak 


ino ten. For ſuppoſing: partiaments;. were triennial, 


fo lang as a.ſew-thoulands (inftead,.of, many hundred 
thouſands). have, the.,power of ſending in a majority 
of. che hauſe, it will be in the power of the treaſury 
to influence gleRions..,., And, ſo eng 28 there is no 
penalty for ſisting in the, houſe of, commons, and, at 


the ſame time, enjoying a place, or penſion, fo. long 

there will be danger leſt the, votes, of the, members be 

 Influencedby 8 gorrupt court. And ſo; long as. the 
ſame, individuals, may, be returned again and again, 


without negeſſity of encluſion by rotation, ſa. long it 
wilb be worth the miniſtryis: whiſe ta inſinenee them, 


| andi worth. their while, to; bribe. their | cleQors, mus) 


- if, parkaments. were. annual, with excluſion by rota- 
tion x, if the powen of gleRing were. equally — 
buted, as it ought to ba, among men of 
ſo that no one member could be, elected by fewer 

than a majority-ofi80a votes; ang. jf ng member could 
hold a place, or .pepſipn, while; hei ſat in the houſe. 
of - commons, ,under ..a_ſcvers;;pepaltyrrif. all. theſe. 
reſtorations. gf; the / eonſtitutian mers; hrought about, 
J will engage, that court: influence in parliament ſhall . 
| C and theo. ye ſhall ion: the NP 
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Concerning triennial parliaments it was — 
yy D. 1693, That long parliaments might e 
dangerous either to king or people; to the former b 
their obtaining great influence among the people, 2 
retrenching too much the power of the crown. But 

046 this I think ffivolous, becauſe hiſtory has no example 
of a crown, whoſe power was too much retrenchied; 
And befides it is moſt likely that a fort parliament 
will retrench prerogative. \ That long parliaments | 
may be likely to prove dangerous to the Fr 
extremely natural. For power decoming inveterate 
in the hands of any ſet of men is always dangerous. 
When a court knows; that the ſame. ſerofmen ar likely. 
to be in parliament for ſeven, fourteen, or twentyphe 
years, it becomes worth while to-praRiſe upon themy | 
and a wicked court may inſſuence a corrupt parliament | 
to s give up, ſays Burnet *, all the money and all the 
$ liberties of England, e they are to have 'a large. 
-* ſhare of the eng, and are to be made inſtruments 

of tyranny. “ Frequent parliaments would like. 
© wile, ſays: the ſame author; put an end to the great 
< expence, candidates put themſelves to in elections, 
rand would. oblige the members to behave themſelves 
s ſo woll, both with relation to the public, and in 
s their private deportment, as to recommend them to 
* their electors at the three years end ; whereas, when 
2 parliament is to ſit many years, the members 
covered with privileges, are apt to take great liber- 
ties, to forget, that they repreſent others, and to 
| © take care only of themſelves,” Burnet mentians ſom 
objections then made to frequent elections, as, That 
they would make the freebolders.. proud, een inſa- 
s hg when en OO that application muſt be 
5 | 4 „ 


, Hife Calls; 11, 147: f 


E 


„„ kos act 26 This would 
« eſtabliſh a faction in every body of man, who hüt! 
5 2 Habt to rleRtion';- and where! pow ag gcftion 
3 40 3 g charge" all at ance, then is * 
F muſt he perpetual: all the three years, in lay 
* ing in (01:8 paw ajedtien, when it die Ene, how 


« ſao it would e. — ate 


juſt ige, beenuſt cheis - poſſefling'vF it "may - chit 
them guad. Qn chat principle," they mult hot hive 
their eſtates, at lævſt· non muſt haue conſtderable 
eſtates: And, above ally i mußt have u bikes, 
Peers, or kings. And 9s „enen eee 
be jocreaſed: by ating -partiameny, it ic more 
hkely 4% confount-iation;" Tae very upper 
faction is power aontinaed long in the faz hands. 
Aud as to dhe incresſe of eHpeuee to member in coli" . 
| ſequenee of ont parliaments, it is um Gbiectiem foe = 
We = Fon i partiamcnts were vaeuind, wi 
excluſion. of -ewo thinds fer chres years" by: noth 
there. would be at ance/an-and' put te peking 
1 cleftioneering, placing, 
—— A 
— wholly 
together, it would mot be a wh while for the court 
to get their iniquitous ſchemes carrie! io parlament, 
only to main for en years and be ovetthrowen the 
nextz and whenever a feat in the Boule came to be. 
no longer a matter of emolument, 'the conteſt would 


wo tion : 
foe ber fot ws yas | 


be (as now with ** zo Ppariſh-officers in England, 
EK” Genes wept _ 


4 
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| and feats in the aſſemblies in in umi) how ee avid 
> _ decade To bod os a * di thy? 


The people's right of Aue Aenisg aber; to 

| pre them in parliament was, at the time of 'thie - 
/ 1 act, as much à part of their birthright, as 

the freedom of their perſons. Fhey had enjoyed it 
Woge than Magna Charta, without violation, till-the 
times of Charles I. It was therefore no more in the 
: power of any ſingle king and parliament to deprive 
| le people of this right, than of Magna Charta. And 
the people have now a right, at any time, to reſume 

5 Wr original power, and. to elect only for one year, 
*  _ declaring; that they will not yield obedience to wry 

Act made in a ſecond year of the ſame parliament. 15 
The onby "plauſible pretence for ſeptennial ww "I 

| ments, viz. the 1 of a jacobite parliament” s being 

AS 5 "choſen, never wa 

8 parliaments mould haue deer fill longer than ſepten- 
nial, that is, there, ſhould have been no/new parlie- 
1 ment called, while there was a conſiderable b | 
AI ᷑scobites in che nation. But if the pretence for ſep- 
1 cdcennial parliaments: had been ever ſo plauſible, * | 
time of that fatal innovation, in the name of e 
h _ wen has that to do with our times? al 2 
It was propofed to addreſs for frequent new en 
ments, J. D. 1675, in the houſe of peers.” It was urged 
TEN 5 that parliaments both before and long after the conqueſt, 
woere held 3 times a year, viz. at Zafer. Whitfuntide, 
4 . aid Cbriſimas, 8 days, each time. "This continued 
with ſome variations till Edward III. hen parlia- £ 

ments were appointed to be annual, or oftener, 'X# 

. need be, me 0 prorogations w were not 3 nor tilf late 
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ſolid; becauſe, on that principle, . 


4 ? 3 
: . AN 5 
times; known.“ It . 1 


lame man ſhould #groſs legiſlative power, cand:vxcldd?. . N 
de many others eqüally entitled Chinige” ef hands 
was uſeful to keep thoſe entruſted to their ; k * 2 

member may be choſen” when in goid eirdumſtambe s. 

He may ruin Himſelf wich gaming! gc. Thenrbe be 
becomes ' obnoxious: to bribery. Then he taxes tis 2 

people, to enable the couft to bribe him, and the reſt 1 
of the venal crew. At any rate a place- man is not 

25 free às he who has nothing from the eourt- Hans- 
* am mores. The commons are now become 

of their own privileges, condemnitig and 
« impriſoning their fellow f jeQs': [their conſtituents, 
their maſters} © at pleaſure, and without oath; «they. - 
are judges" of all e - by. which means very 77 Fa 
often bey, and not the profile, -« ehuſe their fellow „ 
members: This is owing to the length af patlis- 5 
© ments; Long parliaments give time for W 
© cabals and ſchemes of corruption. The nation WW © 3 
therefore much obliged to the long penſioned . | 
© ament for not enſlaving it. Ho eaſily this may be 
done in future ages, under ſuch princes and long parli- 
« ambnts; may eaſily be conjectured >; Lately there have | 
been given 7500 J. 20001. and 5000 J, to be elected“ 

Ther is a Nury (proverb; That mens wis buys: | |. 
dear; cannot live by ſelling cheap. The 8 
was however* carried in the negative. Several lords 
proteſted, and the king came” to; prorogue the "houſe 
before-all the lords who me. 22 UP eee 
were come to the houſe : $97 e eee BR e 

© It cannot be r to king . lian} (üs : 
the Judicious author of ede rok ANNUAL PAR- 


5 
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< the future, in eyery parliament, that here is no like · 


| He then goss on ta ſhew,. that, as members are, delg+ 


electors have no oppattunity. of changing him ſor a 


more praper deputy. , Again be ſhews, that the con- 


< Bhood.- of its being  debauched, and that will be 
1 * made apparent by efiabliſhing annual parliaments . 


gated by electors, to fupply their places, and do their 
buſineſs for them, they ought not to be coating | 
longer than a year z hecauſe .cireuraſtances may ſa 
changes in a year, that a member who w ar the . 
Huſineſs: in agitation, When he was chuſen, may he 
found. very 3% qualified for judging of what; comes 
before ; parliament, the following ſeſſions 3 yet the 


POLITICAL: — 5 


8 Nn much be has been tibelled, 
 F becauſe ſo many of his, officers. were iu the houſe,? 
I am deſirous that it ſhould be made apparent, fes 


tinuing the ſame members. for  ſeyeral years is over- 


throwing, the people's. privilege of delegation, 
ing their delegates à power of becoming their maſ- 
tet, and the creatures of the court, from which, and 
not che pple, they reteive their 'tommilltions upen 


and giv- 


every new prorogation. If ſhort parliaments be the 


moff effectual means for preventing bribery, ſhow 


parlianients are eminently deſireable 3 ſor bribery is 


more dangerous than ue worraxtes.- Me then gors 


en © to ſhew, that frequent new parliaments were the 
euſtem under our Hynria and Edivards.. That the. 
| beſt kings of Spain, and of France, and the beſt Bu. 


nan emperors were moſt deſirous of frequent: meeting 
with their people i in OY e nene, ; 


and de. OY 
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Chap. * | DISQUISITIONS. = FN 

| When the ſeptennial bill was propoſed, 4. 171% 
it was pretended, that the people were very generally . 
diſaffected, though the rebellion was quelled ; and that 
the hopes of the jacobites were founded one. new _ 

_ parliament. It was propoſed ficlt, to ſuſpend the 
triennial act for once, which would bawe continued I 
che parliament three years longer. It was:queſtioned + : 
whether the ſeptennial bill ſhould be ſet on foot ia _ 
the houſe. of lords or commons. It was thought beſt 
n the lords houſe, where the tri - 
| originated; that the odium might not fall upon 
the ns' ſo as to binder their ele&ions. Trien- 
vial elections (they ſaid) keep up party- diviſions, raiſe 
3 in families, occaſion ruinous expences, V2 
| The only pretence for lengthening parliaments, 

was the jacobitiſm of tke people, which was owing 

eee Mp ud NP , . he the 


Eu OS. e 
Tamm relligio . N nalrum. 
: Could they not ſee that the conteſt about elections 
Was owing to che poſts and places? Why, did tien 
| not aboliſh them, as in Holland? The whigs made a 
point of carrying the bill, and every oppoſer of it was 
o be ſet down for a tory. The triennial, act, When 
palled, was looked upon, by the people as their great 75 | 
ſecurity. Why therefore did the people's deputies | 
dare to mention the ie} of 6 It bad made king | 
Millan ſupremely popular, The ſeptennial bill Was 
taking the election | rom * people, and electing „ 
| ee den for four years. Parliaments ought not tod 
be altered from what was the known intention of the 2 
electors, without new authority obtained from. the 
electors. But that they * not aſk; well knowing 1 
kd Ro vt chit Th e * OSA OS 


—— 


3 


m4 por BE 


elections was no argument, becauſe theſe expendes 
are voluntary. Frequent elections, it was ſaid, pro: 


duced corruption, {the contrary is the truth, their 


conſciences told them] and corruption produced the 


parliament which approved-the peace of Utrecht. (lf ö 


corruption does miſchief, the buſineſs is to remove the 
materials of corruption. The cauſe aboliſhed, the 
effects will ceaſe of courſe.] Lord Tyrvar ſaid, the 


- - ſhorteſt parliaments were the beſt, and that annual was 


the conſtitutional | period. That parliaments were 


longeſt in the worſt times, and when the revolution 
came in, which brought liberty, with it came ſhort 


| parliaments. It was very neceſſary, he ſaid, to make 


Tepreſentation adequate, and places out of the way, 


regulations for preventing parliaments making en+ 


croachments on the conſtitution, as well as for reſtraine - 
ing miniſterial encroackments. If the people were 
diſaffected : and diſcontented, whether would'the A 
ening of parliaments conciliate, or widen the breach? 
There is no repreſentative of the people but a houſe, | 
of their ou making. Ever election, ſuppoſi 


throws the government again into the hands of the 


5 i 5 - | | t 


people, where it muſt always be ſafe, It i is abſurd to . 


alledge, that foreign ſtates could not truſt us, if our 


parliaments were ſhortened. What more permanent 


than the French court? But who trum the French 


court? Let property govern, and all will be ſafe, 
and uniyerfal confidence will follow, A long parli- 
ament made Charles I. indifferent about the affec- 
tions of his people, The lengthening of parliaments 
tended to produce faction i in foreign ſtates, when they 


ſaw how eaſily the Britiſh conſtitution might be broke 5 


into. It. was therefore obſerved in the houſe of peers, 
that to publiſh the prevalency of a popiſh faction in 


Britain, and to tell fore Ne that the people were 5 
not 


} 
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not to be truſted with themſelves, was confounding alb | X | 


confidence of foreign ſtates in this nation. Articles in 
the lords proteſt againſt committing, were,- That fre- 


« quent new parliaments are required by the eonſtitution 8 


* 


© of this kingdom, and the practice of many ages evis 
« dences this to be the conſtitution. That long parſia- 5 
ments naturally inereaſe corruption. Te longer he 
time, the more worth a corrupt miniſter's while to 
© bribe, and the more worth a candidate's to gv into ti 
houſe: Thirty lords, proteſted againſt committing! | 
the bill, and afterwards 24 againſt paſſing it. Peti- 
were preſented to the commons againſt it from 
» "Marlborough, Cambridge, and Abingdon *,-.- 
FA the ſame debate in the houſe of peers; the duke 
Devonſhire, in favour: of the bill, laboured to ſet 
forth the inconveniences! attending triennial parlia- 
ments, that they | fſetved to produce feuds, animoſi- 
ties,  party-diviſiogs; expenſiue elections, : with the 
other trite ſtuff commonly: urged on that ſide of the 
' queſtion, On the contrary, Jord Abingdon ſaid, the” 
people looked npon the -triennial 38d, as che great. 
ſecurity of theirs rights and liberties 3 that if the 
bill paſſed the commons, it would be locked upon) | 
by thoſe they « reſented, as a breach of truſt. The 1 
duke of Kingflon denied the laſt part of this 3 | 


"4 


and urged..that the buſineſs of the leg idature pln 6, | + | 


rectify, old laws, as well as, to make new ones. Lord ; 
Paulet ſaid, he did not think it for the king's ſervice, | 

and intereſt ; but beft r they went any farther, they 
ought to "know the ſentiments of the .people. is 


8 


lordſhip urged that the bill ſhewgd a diſtruſt of the... | 7 


affections of the people, 1 withqut which na king could be. 
bee or e Safin 2 * had r che hearts 


* 
; 
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of his WW -e4 
ſomewhat ſtrange, that the moſt popula? of our laws 
ſhould by repopled in e year! alice. id neee 
_ ceflion, took place. . 

Tus earl of Peterborough ſaid, He wiſhed is ob 


1 give his vote for the bill; but that he could not be for 


a remedy that might cauſe a grrater evil; and that if 

this preſent parliament continued beyond the time for” 
which they were choſen, he knew not how to a 
the manner of their exiſtence, unleſs (begging. leave 
of the venerable bench, turning to the biſhops) he 


had recoutſe to the diſtinQion uſed in the bn 
creedy for they would peithis Ons OT; 


but proceeding. - SN 
The earl of Nettinghain een the bill, beau 

he thought it would rather exaſperate, than quiet 
the minds of the people; and that though he could 
not aſſign the true cauſe of the people's diſſatisfaction, 
yet there muſt have been ſome ſeexet cauſe for it: 
That he hoped people's diſcontent Was not ſo great, 
ns had, been repreſented; chat this bill ſeemed to imply 
; that the affections of the people were confined to fo 
ſmall a number as the preſent houſe of coramons 4 
that whatever reaſons may be given for continuing 
this parliament for four years longer, would be at leaſt 
as ſtrong, (and by the conduct of the miniſtry might 
be made much ſtronger) for continuing it fill Ie, 
and even for perpetuating it; Which would be an ab- 
ſolute Jubverun of the third eſtate of the realm, He 

then hinted at the danger of enlarging the pr obo * 6 

and inftanced in the precedent of Henry he 

| perſuaded his parliament to give him he abbey Jands | 
under pretence that they would bear part of his 
_—_— which would _ them of taxes, and im- 
„ OY * 


Chap: v. DISQUISITIONS, rap. 0 4 


prove trade; but that ſoon after" he demunded, and 
obtained, great ſubſidies, road each 6f chold line” 
to eau the people. | | 

| The duke of Argyle bid, thas deſigns kad bn 
laid to bring in the pretender, long before che king's | 
happy zeceſſion to the throne; and that if the conſpi- - 
rators had improved the ferment, at the election of 
the laſt parliament, it was probable their Wicked 
ſchemes for fung afide We A 
cake e 1 
between danger and incvnvenientes on one ſide, ind 
deſtruction on tlie other. After a debate of five houts the 
queſtion being put, it was carried in the affirmative, 24 
lords proteſting againft paſſing the bill, © Becauſe fre- 


: quent parliaments were the fundamental conſtitution 


of the kingdom. Becauſe the houſd of commons dught 
* to be choſen by the people; and when continued for a 
longer time, than they were choſen for, they were 
then choſen by the parliament, and not by the people, 
They conteived that the bill, ſo far from 2 
ing corruption, would rather increaſe it; for the - 
* longer a parliament was to laſt, the more yaluable, 
* th corruptors, would de the putchafe; And that all 

* the reaſons that Had been giyen for long parliamen 
might be given for making them perpetual, woo 3 5 
mould be an abſolute ſubverſion of the third eſtate 
In the ſame debate in the houſe of commons the court · 
members ſaid, the ſeptennial bill would ſtrengthen the 
hands of the king; ſettle and maintain che proteſtam 
ſucceſion; enecurage our allies to depend upon us, that 
E 8 be bes or wo Fs PERO, 
Wo pr OY .__ would 


a pas. Lozps, 111. ”y 


would! bteak our parties and diviſions; and lay a coli 
foundation for future happineſs, And ſince the pre- 
ſent parliament have exerted themſelves for the publig; - 
good, why ſhould they not continue longer . 
| that they may finiſh What. is ſo happily begun? | 
DO The oppoſition denied that the people were a0 $5 
« affected, ſaid the parliament, that had done fo great. 
© things, were but ;little more than a year old, and 
that nobody could imagine that diſcontents (if chers 
were any) would laſt the remainder of their term, * 
< under ſo wiſe, ſo unerting; ſo pacific an admini- 
e tration as they then enjoyed, Was the frame of our, þ 
« conſtitution to be altered, before our allies would | 
The favour us with their friendſhip 7 ? That was an argu- 
c ment very improper to be urged in a Britiſh pallig⸗ 
ment. It was acknowledging, that the king dares, 
not truſt. the people in a new choice, It is a diſ- 
© honour to this houſe; for it ſuppoſes that another 
; 6 * houſe of commons, would act differently from the 
© preſent, which is to confeſs, that this hquſe does 
not truly repreſent the pegple. The truſt, they 
J ſaid, was triennial ; and if it was continued longer, 
from that inſtant they ceaſed to be the truſtees of 
© the people, from that inſtant they acted by an 
© aſſumed: power and erected a new conſtitution ; and 
though it is a received maxim, That the ſupreme” 
$.Jegiſlature cannot be Bound, yet it muſt he under 
$ ſtood that it was reſtrained from ſubverting the 
foundations on which ithelf ſtood. And now aften 
* above an hundred millions given by the people, in 
8 order to preſerve their old form of government, a bill 
| © 18 ſent from the lords, which if it paſſes, muſt one's rag 
| © ys again to the greateſt of dangers, \ which is that of 4 
eng parliament, * the . „ 


— 


— 
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« the means of tetaptation in the miniſter's hand ans 
« not ſo great as they now) are ; the civil liſt 'igh- 
c double, to what it then was; and the de 2 
© the crown greatly enlarged by reaſon; of the increaſs+ 7 
Fof offfcers for managing the public funds. What⸗ 
influence theſe may have upon an exhauſted nation, | 
© under the terror which 40500 regular troops / carry: 
< with them, is eaſily foteſeen. Can the lords think” 


5 c us ſo ungrateful, as to join in the deſtruction of the 


"oY that raiſed us; and why cannot we content 


elves with proceeding in the common ene 
< which the uſage of many ages juſtifies?;xk·kp 
It was reſolved: dere 84 did 162 tar the 
bill be commieted./ i l eig 
What follows is . from Hutabeſans ſpeeches 
on the ſame occaſion *. . I we ſhould: give our con- 
© ſent te the paſſing ef che bill before us into a law, 
ve ſhould be guilty of a moſt notorious breach of the 

© truſt repoſed in us; by thoſe who ſent us hither, 
and ſhould make a very dangerous ſtep towarüs tlie 


; OI of that conſtitution, - which our: — 


tors have been ſo bareful to preſerve, and thought 

4 no expence either of blood or treaſure too much for 
« that purpoſe, and under which we do yet enjoy:thaſs 
2 privileges. and; advantages, which no other nation 


e in the -warld can at this day boaſt of. It 2 9, 


8 © agreed, that before the reign of Henry VIII. there 
was no ſingle inſtance of a prorogation of parliament.” 
6 That parliaments had only one ſeſſion, and thoſe ge- 
< nerally very ſhort: ones, none ef which ever laſte+ = 
da year. That to prevent tbe miſchief of long inter- 
4 vw OAT en bene in the 4th of 
hits. dei AE 
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© Board HI. that parliaments ſhould be „ 


© nually; and this was confirmed by ſubſequent acts 


0 of parliament. And therefore I may venture to affirm, 
© that by the antient conſtitution, parliaments wers 66 
be holden frequently, and to be of the'tontininanee. 


* © only of one ſeflion, and that there was no right 


4 _ © power; for when the repreſentatives of the people, 


vor power in the cromm to prorogue the fame. 1 
< wiſh gentlemen would as generally concur that the 
other part which I have mentioned, and I think 
have made appear to have been our antient conſti- 
© tution,. is as abſalutely neceſſary to the preſervation” 
of our liberties, I mean parliaments of one ſeflion, 
+ not only frequent parliaments, but frequerit new 
© parliaments, The thing indeed appears on 
© dent to nie, ſo evident that in my poor opi 


< liberties would not be more, nay not ſo precarious 


© under an ab/elute monarch, as with a houſe of com- 
© mons who.had a right to fit either for many years 
© together, or without any limitation of time. For 

© *tis certain that a prince, who had food only om the 
bottom of his own abſolute authority, ſupported by 
2a few miniſters, and ſome troops, would ſtill think 
* himſelf pretty much upon his good behaviour to- 
© wards the united body of his people; and would pro- 
* bably be cautious of exerting his power in ſuch & | 
manner as to give a juſt provocation to a 
revolt, and ſetting up another in his ſtead; bat a 
© prince, with a parliament at his devotion, would 
© be infinitely more terrible, and with much greater 
© ſecurity might give a looſe to every extravagancy 'of 


who are choſen by them to be the guardians of their 
« liberties, can be prevailed on, for little advantages to 
ö 2 | 


« the meaſures of a deſigning: miniſtry; tis then, in- 
© deed,. that the libergies of a people ans. in the-moſt 
© imminent danger; and ſurely there is great reaſon to 
5 approhend: Shas: 3 houſe. of commons. might. ſoon, | 


be lit for along period, ar without Imitations.amd 
« that there were in view no aer day of a m dlee- 


5 tion, hon the conduct of gentlemen in this_place 


5 would be inquired into in their xeſpeRive countries. 
J remember. very, well, what: an outery Was raiſed = 
| * agpinſt thaJadk parliament, leo folpicie coly that 4 


. er. n it. neee wen oe 


very ſame with thoſe which are now urged again it 


c within; what an incanſiſteney muſt ic they appear 
© to. ſee thole very gentlemen, who were them the moſt, 
_ 5 zealous; oppoſers: of: ſuch an attempt, hocume de 
5 the moſt violent advocates for it! | And will it not 

_ © alſo in ſame meaſure affect their integrity, pub- 
5 licly to on that the arguments they pretended ite 
© be then influenced by, bad net the leaft weight. with 
- 6 them ; and that the thing in itſelf was very deſirable 


s qwhen there ſhould be a good miniſtry and parliamant = 


in being, and pernicious: only in the then fituation 
6 of affairs? It was not certainly from this conkide- 
ration that the late miniſtry and parliament 

s diverted ſrom the attempt: they 9 


6 very good opinion of themſelves, and were con- 


s firmed therein by the voice of à great msjotity of 


| the people; and which, by a moſt ſtrange and unace | 


6 countable witchcraft, ſtill continues in their favour ; 


if I may depend upon what d nad | 
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-ni A ih was tniade'in'the year 1734; fot Horten 
ing parliaments. On ee * occaſion Mt. Plummer 
5 poke as Follows.” 35412-4440 if TIES Manne 7 
115: P Wim we would 0 an Spie Bon the crown 
*in one thing. We may obſerve,” that tlie crow 
never gives a plies or employment for fe,” br for | 
1 leg tertn of years; except ſuch as cannot be other: 
_ ©wiſe*diſpoſed'of, and the) reaſon is plain: were theſe 
4 places given for life, the grantee would then be out 
of the power of the cron, and conſequently would 
not have ſuch a atpendante on it, as thoſe perſons 
*/muſt have who enjoy their places during pleaſurt 
K only. —In this the crown at᷑ts wiſely,” and I WII 
* e would follow the example: when I ſay we," I 
v peak of the gentlemen preſent, not as members of 
Ethis houſe, but as a part of the people of Greai Brin 
© pain: it would certainly be the height of wiſdom it 
©the people to keep thoſe" they truſt and employ in 
_ © their. ſervice as much in their power an poffble. IFC 
4 thoſe; the people chooſe to repreſent: them in this 
<£ houſe, were to continue in that ſtation only durin "i 
< the pleaſure of the people, the repreſentatives: would; 
I believe, have a proper regard. for the intereſts of 
the people, and would never GT _ PC * 
© all dependance upon then |] | 
As bribery and eomdiption," ſays Mr. Ninn: id 
< the [ſame debate, is a natural conſequence of king © 
« parli iaments, as it muſt always increaſe in proportioi 
© 4; the term for the parliament's contihuance' is pro- 
< longed, I am perſuaded that all thoſe who are "againſt 
_ © bribery and corruption will join with me in Toung 
for the reſtitution of triennial parliaments. 1 t is 
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© not the expence of an election that country gentl. 
men are to be afraid of; the moſt extravagant enter- 
© tainments, that a ſtranger i in the country could give, i 
would have but little weiglit; if to theſe he did noc 
6 add downright bribery; and even then bribes-maſt 8 N 
© be fo high as to overballance the fatural interaſt r : 
< the country geneleman, as well as the honeſty ol the 
© preateſt part of the electars: às theſe bribes eunnot be 
© made ſo -high- for a triennial- parliament, as they may 
for a ſeptennial;- they cannot de ſo prevalent among 
© the electors 5 and therefore a gemleman, who de- N 
« pdnds upon nothing but hib natiril intereſt, win a 
always have a better chadee der feprefenting W „ 
o country in 4 ttlennial parliament than be can hs 125 
in ohe which is to continue for ſeven yeats g for 
o hf reaſon T cannot but think chat any gerttſeimatk | 
© who has à mifid that | his' poſterity hall depend for — 
„their ſeats in — the natural intereſt 
© they, may” Have in their refpe&ive e counties, and 1 
© ypon the frowns' or the favours 2 | 
a. the time being, muſt neceſfarily be for our ra 
A to our fbrtner Sonftitution in i Ki isreſpedt. This, Sir, 
KS in my opinion abſolutel 
© be done ſoon,” otherwiſe e ante Tandem "tie 
© out with contending againſt thoſe Who Darda ue 
elections, Pernaßs n -the! very money which 3 
©country geftlemen en are obliged to pay out of theit 
© eſtates in public dufier and Taxes, will at laſt has 
nothing to do but to fit down and bemoan the fate 
of their country ? but the complaints will then de tod 
_ © very little putpoſe: for the doors of that place where | 
the groans of the people ought to be heard, will ; 5 
then be ſhut againſt! them: we may depend on it, 


that thoſe who. obtain. their ſeats in this houſe by : 
a 7 -—--—--- 6 mjaiſterial 
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« miniſterial influence, will, while here, be dineted | 
zin ol} their procoutings by the (amy ſort of influance, 
| ORIENT << 7 | 
316 r 
0 lations have been generally attended with diſtractione 
| $ and confufſpnes but I cannot allow, that this would 
| de the caſe if they were annual, or even triennisle 
c and I would gladly aſk gentlemen, if before that time 
© it was ever known that the ſolicitations and conten- 
5 tions about elections began #199 years befare the chyL 
ing of a new parliament, which is kon to be the 
© caſc, at preſent over the whole kingdom, and which 
always muſt neceſſarily be the caſe, it being natur 
$ for men to contend. with more vigour and. heat for 
$ a poſt either of honour or profit, that is. to bg en- 
* joyed for /zven years, than for one that is to be held 
# but for one, or for three, Then, Sir, as to the 


© bribery and corruption at electiona, I am ſure. it has . 


very much increaſed ſince the ſeptennial law took 
s place. It is a natural conſequence of lengthening 
© the time of a parliament's continuancez 3 cotiſes 
* quence ſo natural, that I am ſurprized to find it 
'* fo much miſtaken as it ſeems to be by ſome gentle 
* men who have ſpoken upon the other ſide of the 
£ queſtion, It is certain, Sir, that bribery will never 
© be made uſe of at any eleQion, but by a man who 
© has not a ſufficient natural intereſt in the place whers 
© he declares: himſelf a candidate; and by ſuch wg 
may expect it will always be made uſe of, as far ap 
© it can be done with ſafety, if the candidate has bug 
* the leaſt hopes of ſucceeding by ſuch diſhonourable 
« means. Where there happens a competition, every 
| eee W oh 
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e dne ase Aud every elector vill vate gonads 
«© ing to his natural byaſs, if be is not beught afft 
© Whatever endeavourò to — 
« come up to his priee ; and this price will he higher ot 
lower according to the alector s honour and eir-um- 
© ſtances; and the natural byaſa he has for the ather can 
didate. A great many men may be perhape baught 
* off with 200 or 2000 guineas; who if hei, that ſum 
© were-offered would: ſpurn it away with an bn di 
2 -T:hope; Sir; there are u great many ele tar 
© in this kingdom; Whaſe bonour upon ſuch e- 
* ſions, is above the power'of any ſuch. porrupt temp- 
© tations : but that ahete- ate likewiſe n great many 
* who man ba baught, is u fact which I believe ne 
{ gentleman in this houſe wilt diſpute 3 and in abi? 
© view let us examine the difference between: triemnial 
© and ſeptennial parliaments. Give ine hut then 
« ſuppoſe two gentlemen ſot up in'oppoſition-t0 each | 
other ſor repreſenting one of our little horoughs1in 
parlihment z one of them 1 country gentleman of 
great natural inteteſt in the place; the other citi- 
5 zen:of Loudon, ar u placeman not near-equal to him 
ein intereſt; but depending entirely upen the money 
« he is able to lay out. Suppoſe the citinon or place» 
man comes to à calculation, antl finds that it Wi 
« coſt him at leaſt 3000 l, to buy che country gene- 
man out of his intereſt in that borough 3 if abe, par- 
© ljament- were to continue but for three years, he 
t would very probably reſol vs not to be at ſuch an 
expenoe, and ſo would reſrain from being guiley gg 
the crime of corrupting! his countrymen-z hut when 
« the: parliament- is to continue for ſeuen yenrs, the may 4 7 
8 probably reſolve to ber at that charge... Thus by 
cotruption he may" oy a 75 e n W - 
7 J. „ ee 
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js to be feared that he, who comes in by corruption, 
« will not walk out with clean hands. Gentlemen 
© are very much miſtaken if they imagine that the 
6 price/ of an elector depends upon the duration ofa 
. © parliament, or that a man who ſells his vote for 
_ © r00 guineas at an election for a ſeptennial parliament, 
© would fell his vote for the half of that ſum, if the 
© parliament to be choſen / were to continue only for 
© three years. No, Sir, there are very few of this 
© fort of electors who think ef futurity; the preſent 
offer is the temptation; and the only temptation which 
© can be of any weight with them. Befides, they can- 
© not depend upon having the like offer made them nt 
© the next election; and 50 guineag ready money with 
6 an wncertain hope of having 50 more three years 
© hence, is not, ſurely, ſo great a price, as 100 guineas 
© ready down, ' The natural intereſt of the country 
' © gentleman, and the honour of the electors, are what 
s the dealers in corruption have to contend with; and 
_ - © apainft thefe a ſmall price cannot be ſo prevalent as 
v one a little higher, © Some may perhaps be corrupted 
by a ſmall price; but certainly the higher it is, the 
© greater will the numbers be that are tempted to yield 
to it; and as a man may give a higher priee at the 
4 ele&ion for a ſeptennial parliament than he can do at 
Lone for an annual or triennial, therefore the greater 
© the numbers will be of thoſe who yield to his temp- 
| © tation, the more he may depend upon corruption; 
and the more it is to be depended on, the more 
© general and the more frequent will it certainly be. 
From hence it appears evident, that the increaſe of 
bdribery and corruption is as natural a conſequeneg of 
ſeptennial parliaments, as any one thing can be con- 
© ceived to be the conſequence of another. There i is 
no way, Sir, of . preventing corruption, 
| but 
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Cbap. V. DISQUISITION 8. „ 4 
but by putting it out of the power of any man to | 
corrupt: there is no corrupting any man but by come 
© ing up to his price ; therefore the only way of put- 
ing it out of the power of any man to corrupt, is to 
© put it out of the power of any man to come up to 
the price of any number of electors; and this can 
only be done by making our elections frequent: the 
© more frequent, the better. It is certain, 4 gentle- 
* man, who enjoys a good penſion for ſeven years, is 
E 1 able to give a high price, than if he had en- 
that penſion but for one year or even for three; 
he will more willingly give a high price, when 
6 «hay is thereby to purchaſe the continuance of the pen- . 
© ion for ſeven, than for one, or for three. This, Sir," 
| © is ſo evident that I am aſtoniſhed to hear it contro- 
Y vetted. within theſe walls: If our parliaments were 
c annual, it would be impoſſible for place- men or pen- 
© fioners to ſave, as much yearly as would be ſufficient 
eto bribe country gentlemen out of their intereſt, and 
« the electors out of their honeſty; which I am afraid 
© is a practice now too frequent in many parts of this | 
kingdom. How can it otherwiſe be imagined, the 
o people would chuſe perſons they never ſaw, perſons 5 
© they perhaps never heard ef, in oppoſition to gentle- 
'© men, who live in, the neighbour bood 3 gentlemen 
+ who give them daily employment, by buying in their 8 
ſhops and markets all the manufactures and proviſions 
© they have uſe for in their families, and gentlemen or 
< whoſe anceſtors bave. perhaps often repreſented that = 
very place in parliament * * honour and uni- 
« yerſal approbation?ꝰ 
Sir William Witdham, i in the . debate,. thews 
the evil of long parliaments in one view. as follows, 
Let us ſuppoſe a gentleman. at the bead of the ad- 
1 ane, whoſe only laſers. depends , upon cor- 
L2 R 
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© rupting” Aae bed of this houſe; This may now 
2 be only a ſuppoſition, but it is certainly ſuch 2 
< one as may happen; and if ever it ſhould, Jet us ſee 
* whether ſuch a minifter might not promiſe himſelf 
more ſucceſs in a ſeptennial than he could in à tri- 

L ennial parliament. It is an old maxim, That every 
| © man has bis price, if you can but come up to ſt. 
This T hope does not hold true of every man but 

I am afraid it too generally holds true; and chat of 
en great many it may hold true, is what 1 believe. 
< was never dorbted of; though J don't know but it 
may now be denied: however let us ſuppeſe'this'Cif- 

_ © treffed miniſter-applying to one of thoſe men who has 

2 a price, and is a member of this houſe. In order to 

engage this member to vote as he ſhall direct him, 
© he offers him a penſion of 1000 l. a year: If it be 
but a triennial parliament, will not the member im- 
© mediately confider thus within himfelf, Tf I accept 
of this penſion, and vote according to YireQion, 'I 
** thall Jofe my 4ara#er in the country; 1 mall loſe 
* my ſeat in parliament the next election, und my pen- 
„ ſion will chen of courſe be # an end; 5 that by 


5 turning rogue 1 ſhall get but 3000 J. This is not 


worth my 4ohile. And ſo the miniſter muſt eicher 
offer him perhaps the double of that ſum, 'or'othet- 
wife he will probably determine againſt nn 3 
rupted. But if the parliament were „ the 
«fame man might perhaps Tay within tiefelE; L am 
no in for ſeven years. By accepting of this penſion 
I ſhall have at leaſt 7000 1. This will ſet me #hove - 
© contempt; and if I am turned out at next election, 
I do not value it. I'll take the money in the mean 
time. Is it not very naturaÞto fuppoſe all this, Sir 7 
And does not this evidently ſhew that a wicked mi- 
naiſter cannot carrupt n triennial parliament with the 


ET | 3 
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« ame money as he may a ſeptennial ? Again, ſup- 4 
© poſe this miniſter applies to a. gentleman. who has 5 
« purchaſed, and thereby made himſcl{ member for a 
© borough at the rate of perhaps 1500 J. befides travel- || | 
ing charges and other little expences: ſuppoſe © the 
miniſter offers him a penſion of 500 J. a year to en- 
gage his vote; will not he naturally conſider if it 
© be a triennial parliament, that if he cannot get a 
higher penſion, he will loſe money by being a mem 
© ber; and ſurely if he be a right burgeſs, he will 
e e not; ta. ſell nt All rather than ſell his com- 
© modity for leſs than it coſt him; and if he finds he 
cannot ſell at all, be will probably give over ftand- 
| ing a candidate again upon ſuch. a footing z by which „ 
© not only he but many others will be induced to give  -_ 
© over, dealing in corrupting the eleftors at the next | | 
c election. But if it be a ſeptennial parliament, will ' 1 _ 
he not then probably accept of the 500-4. - penſion, „ 
if he be one of thoſe men that has a price? Will 4 
© he not conclude, that for 1500 4. * be may always | ＋ 6; 
e ſecure his election, and every parliament will put 
* near 2000 J. in his pocket, beſides reimburſing hint | 
alf his charges. Aſter viewing the preſent queſtion + | 
« in this Hght, is it poſſible, Sir, not to conelude that |. „„ 
« ſeptenmiaf parſiaments, ag well as the elections uur 
them, muſt always be much more liable to be in- / 
* enced by corruption, than triennial, or the elections r 
© for them, &c.” Afterwards he goes on as follow? 
« Suppofe, Sir, that the generality of the'eleors— 
in England have virtue enough to withſtand a temp- | + 
bn EY ae d det not cnough'to- retiſt 1 
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0 the force of 10 guineas, one with another * ®s 
© it not then much more probable that the gentlemen 


© who deal in corruption may be able to raiſe.as much 


1 2 once every ſeven years as will be ſuffcient to 


give 10 guineas each one with another to the generality | 
< of the electors, than that they will be able to raiſe 


© ſuch a ſum once in every three years. And is it nat 


- 


© from thence certain, that the virtue of the people 
< in general is in greater danger of being deſtroyed by 


Q ſeptennial than by triennial parliaments ? To ſup- 


© poſe, Sir, that every man's vote at an election is 
© like a commodity, which muſt be ſold at the market- 


© price, is really to ſuppoſe that no man has any vir- 
tue at all: for I will aver, that when once a man 
. © reſolves to ſell his vote at any rate, he has then no 


virtue left; which I hope is not the caſe of many 
© of our cledtors ;/ and therefore the only thing we are 
to apprehend is leſt ſo high a price ſhould be offered 
© as may tempt thouſands to ſell who had never be- 
+ fore any thoughts. of carrying ſuch a commodity. to 
© market. This, Sir, is the fatal event we are to 
« dread, and is much more to be dreaded from ſepten- 
© nia] than from triennial parliaments, If we have 


© therefore any deſire to preſerye the, virtue of our 


$ people; if we have any deſire to preſerve our conſti- 


© tution; if we have any deſire to preſerve our liber- 
{ ties, our properties, and every thing that can be 
© dear to a free people, we ought to reſtore the trien- 
F nial law; and if that be found too inſignificant, we 
< ought to aboliſh prorogations, ; and return to annual 
t elections. Afterwards he adds what follows ; 1 


The crown, either by ill management or by pro- 


a digality and profuſeneſs to its favourites, has ſpent 


or * away all its eltajes,. and the public ex- 


« pence 21 


{ 
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c pence is s ſo much enlarged, that the crown muſt have | 
annual ſupplies, and is therefore under a neceflity. - 


of having the parliament meet every year; but-as 
new elections are always dangerous, as well as trouble 
ſome to the miniſters of ſtate⸗ they are for having / 
© them as ſeldom as poſſible; ſo that the complaint is 
not now for want of frequent meetings or ſeſſions 
of parliament, but againſt having the ſame parlia- 
ment continued too long. This is the grievance 
now complained of; this is what the people want 
 * redreſſed;- it is what they have a right to have re- 
< drefſed.; The members of parliament may for one 


year be looked on as the real and true repreſenta- 
tives of the people; but when a miniſter has ſeven 


4 years to practiſe upon them, and to feel their pulſes, 
© they may be induced to forget whoſe repreſentatives _ 


they are; they may throw off all dependance upon 
< their electors, and may become dependants upon the 


* crown, or rather” von the e * the: _ 


TE being. 
. N Aubyn vel, in Ire Aa 8 that 
parliaments were generally annual, but never longer 


than triennial, till Hex, VIII. (an obftinate tyrant, 


who broke through all the laws of God and man, 
when they ſtood.in the way of his ambition, avarice, 


or luſt) introduced long parliaments, as proper means K 


for enſlaving the nation. Sir John gives an account 


much too favourable of Ch. It's character, and of 
his hatred to parliaments. Cb. II. would have laid 


parliaments aſide; but could not. Therefore he con- 
trived to debauch them. And his long penſioned- 
| gran will be infamous —_— all e 0 


* 


* pen con. VIII, 199. 
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© was the model, fays Sir John, from which, I 
5 believe, ſome later parliaments: have been exactly 
« cbpled.* At the revolution, the people claimed their 
aritient right. The triennial law was then eſtabliſhed, 
IT be ſeptennial law was intended only as a preſervative 
agnainſt a temporary inconvenience. The inconveni- 
ence being removed, the remedy, which was itſelf an 
evil, and a violation of the conſtitution, ought to be 

removed, and the conſtitution reſtored. Long par- 
liaments become independent on the people, and de- 
pendent on the court. If the members are to deny 
all power in the people to inſtruct them, and art to 
fit ſeven years together voting as they pleaſe, in ſpite 
of the people, how are they a repreſentative of the 
people? And if they may ſit ſeven years, though the 
people have commiſſioned them only for three, why 

may: they not make themſelves perpetual, like the 
Jords, and ſet the people ? The power of the 
crown is always increaſing. Therefore members 
odugnt to came frequently into the power of their con 
ſtituents, that they may be kept under the conſtant 
awe of acting contrary to their intereſts, Dangerous 


4: attempts on liberty have been prevented by the api 


proach of aigeneral election. Which ſhews the ad- 
vantage of ſhort parliaments, which would occaſion 
general elections to be always near. Long parlia- 
ments are an unjuſt excluſion of a great number of 
| gentlemen of property, who ought to have their turn 


in ſerving their country. Frequent new parliaments 


would be a great advantage to our kings. Were par- 
liaments annual, a king might, in the courfe of 28 
| Fears, have the artes of 28 gentlemen, where now he 

pas only that of four. Short parliaments have always . 


been Jeſs corrupt than long « ones; 7 a miniſter 


mult 


{ 


muſt have time to lay his plans of operation, and 


erect his batteries againſt the virtue of the members, 


and men are not immediately debauched. Beſides, the 


morter parliaments are, the leſs it is worth a miniſter s 
while to bribe the members, for votes im the houſe x "he 


becauſe the ſhorter time his iniquitous ſchemes carr 
ſtand ſecurely if he gains them, And this muſt of 
courſe len the expences, the animofities, and the 


corrupt proceedings of elections. Long parliaments - 


rt introduced bribery becauſe they were! worth pur- 
_ chafing at any rate; country gentlemen who have 


only their private fortunes to rely upon, and have no N 


mercenary ends to ſerve, are unable to oppoſe corrup- 


tion, eſpecially if at any time the public treaſuro 


ſhalt be unfaithfully ſquandered away to corrupt their 
boroughs. . 5 Country gentlemen, indeed, may make 
_ © fome weak efforts; but as they generally prove un- 


© ſucceſsful, and the time of à frefhi ſtruggle: is at ſo 
* great a diftance, they at laſt grow faint in the diſputes | 


© give up their country for loſt, and retire in deſpair. 
$ Deſpair naturally produces indolence, and that is the 


proper diſpoſition for flavery. Miniſters of ſtate un- | 


s derftand this very well, and are therefore unwilling 


© to awaken the nation out of its lethargy by frequent 


e elections. They know that the ſpirit. of liberty, like, 


every other virtue of the mind, is to be kept n 17 
only by conſtant action; that it is impoſſible to en- 


ſlave the nation, while it is perpetually upon its guards 
Let country gentlemen. then, by having frequent op- 


6. portunities of exerting themſelves, be kept warm and 
c active in their contention for the public good. This 


will raiſe that zeal and indignation which will atlafk 

get the better of theſe unque influences, by which the 

* officers of the crown, though unknown to the ſoveral 
Li boroughs move PO "Om! to pee country gentle... 

men 


d . 
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c men of grest character and fortizns Wy live in their 
c neighbourhood, Ido not ſay this upon idle ſpecula- 
tion only, I live in a country where tis too well 
© known, and I will appeal to many gentlemen in the 
c houſe, to more out of it (and | who for this very reaſon 
* are out of it) for the truth of my aſſertion. It is a 
5 fore which has been long eating into the moſt vital 
* parts of our conſtitution, and I hope the time will, 
come when you will probe it to the bottom. For if 
© a miniſter ſhould ever gain a corrupt familiarity with _ 
* our boroughs, if he ſhould keep a regiſter of them 
ein his cloſet, and by ſending down his treaſury man- 
< dates ſhould procure a ſpurious repreſentation of the 
people, the offspring of his corruption, who will be 
© atall times ready to reconcile and juſtify the moſt con. 
© tradictory meaſures of his adminiſtration, and even 
| to vote every crude undigeſted dream of their patron 
1 into a law; if the maintenance of his power ſnould 
. b become the ſole object of their attention, and they 
_ © ſhould be guilty of the moſt violent breach of parlia- 
© mentary truſt, by giving the king a diſcretionary li- 
| © berty of taxing the people without reſtraipt or con- 
ot © troul ; the laſt fatal compliment they can pay to the 
| © crown ;—if this ſhould ever be the unhappy circum+ 
© ſtance of this nation, the people indeed may complain 
* to the crown, but the doors of that place where their 
© complaints ſhould be heard, * be for ever ſhut 
d againſt them. 15 | 
In the ſame debate, Sir F. Hinde Cotton alta 
that the wor of our laws have been made by ſepten=' 
nial parliaments ; as the ſeptennial act itſelf ; the law 
! of treaſon, by which a ſuppoſed traitor might be tried 


in any part of the cou e at the . diſtance from 
5 - 


"TY — 
* 


_ _ 


* 8 
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his friends and acquaintance; the riot- act; the 9 8. 
act; the plague- act; the exciſe ſcheme (which indeed 
W abortive); to which add the ſmuggling-act; | 
the gin- act; the PL Mn ER47 1 the W OIL Kc. 5 4 
d ⏑⁹ẽͥ ͥ ‚ qqg. 5 
. 5 Long parliaments 655 Mr. Brmigy| in [Gp 7 AY 
debate) © have in former reigns proved the unhappy 
< cauſe of great calamities to this nation, and have been 
cat all times declared an innovation upon our conſti- 
« tution, The people looked upon the ſeptennial bill 
Fin a dangerous infringement upon their liberties, not- 
e withſtanding the pretence alledged in the preamble 
< to the act, which ſeemed at that time to carry ſome _ 
$5 weight with it. That in former times proroga- 
tions were unknown, and that as ſoon as the buſineſss 
+ of a parliament was over, it was diſſolved, and a'new - 
© one called the next year. That the bill of 
5 declares, that frequent and new parliaments. tend 
very much to the happy union and good agreement 
between king and people. That the ſeptennial act in 
s its preamble complains of the expence and trouble 
gf triennial parliaments, and therefore, very ab- 5 
Fly, inſtead of propoſing what would have pro- 
« duced a cure, viz, the reduction of parliaments to 
c annual, propoſes. to, aggravate the evil by lengthening © TT 
their period. That the multiplicity of places bell Þ 
by members, is a principal cauſe of conteſts and 
| © expences about electiqns. That long parliament? 
are as demonſtrably to the people's diſadvantage, as 
lit is demonſtrably advantageous to haye an money N 
« for 7 years, rather than for one *,* - 9 
It has been obſerved by ſome defenders of long par- 
liaments, that even the long penſioned parliament 
| __ Ch, II. became more e faithful to ie intereſt of 
3 1 1 
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the people, and more intractable to the court, at laſt, 
OY Sir F. Ae ins a yry ſnſ: || 
tot anſwer to this in the ſame debate. As to the 
_ © long parliament in king Charles's time, though they | 
1 did not to e end ſhew the ſame ſervile cm- 
Eplance at they had done many years before, yet 
it is plain that the crown. thought that parliament 
© fer for the purpoſes of the court, at that time, than 
«they could expect any new parliament choſen. r 
Ahe people to be; otherwiſe, as the king had it in 
This power, he would have certainly diſſolved them 
8 Such ſovarr: and if that long parliament really 
- *deferye# the name uſually given to it, we muſt con- 
- <glude:/that their non-compliance at laſt was not 
eee virtue, or a want of inclination to 
' <Erevcive; but to a want of power in the crown to 
Tire | The people were not then accuſtomed to bear 
| *fuch heavy burdens as they do at preſent, the reve. * 
 -«nues of the crown were not fo large, nor the poſts 
aich places, at the diſpoſal of the crown, fo nume 
die there was not ſuch a formidable ſtanding army; 
e fupport the parſiament, in caſe they had gone on 
en ſame ſervile method. And as the complaints 
- ©of the people grew loud and clamorous, as there was 
a be got and a great deal to be apprehended, , 
0 the continuance of a ſervile compliance with the 
_ ©qourt's meaſures, it is very probable that theſe. were 
die true reaſons of that parliament's becoming at 
©laft ſo reſtive. If the nation was now in the ſame | 
_ «ſtato/it was at that time, J ſhould not be half ſo 
£ much afraid of ſeptennial parliaments as I think 1 bs 
| have now good reaſon to be.. 
Sir FJ. Barnard gives a/very good inder t 00 the trite 


5 1 diſingenuous objection 1 ſhort parliaments, 
i 3 


. [ *. I 


4 e ae vill. 181. 


The animoſities, diſputes, Kb oy Ps : 5 1780 
2 re eee in de ma een "IIS 
« venienoe, chat we ought 20-run "ths lie of —_ 


« annually, T have had occaſion to be og 


© theſe annual-eleQions, and never could 55 
© they were attended with any great ee 5 8 a 
« ſities, or with any inconveniencey' fot after . 5 


© tion is over, the contending parties go one 9 ALA = 5 
* live in the ſame friendihip they dic befere WA 17 1 


am convinced the caſe would be ae ern ane, * = 1 


eee every 3 many years te 

© ther, probably without any diſpute or oppo 8 
but his being Hable every year to be tunes ; 
would be à continual cheek! upon his behs 


and would make him ſtudy the intereſts of the . 
ple, inſtead of purſuing only ſome private and fem 
© views of his on. Eyen as elections Rand at , 


* ſent, there would be no ſuch. contentions, n ner 26 
© ſuch heats and animoſities as we hear of if they Wend YI 
entirely left to gentlemen who have a naturel 9 20 


in the place: in uch caſe, if à candidate found Mint 5 Fe: 7 a " 
elf defeatell by Fair means only, and merely 8 1 
* ſuperior — of bis antagodift it would not . "of 5 


„ 
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© his indignation; it would occaſion no heats or ani ; 
© maſities ; - he would: wait with patience for a new 


< opportunity, and in the mean time would endeavour 5 
to recommend himſelf to his. country by acts of hoſ= _ 


pitality and benevolence. It is mini/ters of att 
intermeddling in elections; it is: eleftion-brohers 
s and ſuch dealers in corruption, that occaſion. all 
© the heats and animoſities we have; for when a 
© gentleman of a great natural intereſt in a place ſees, 


his electors obliged by power, or bribed. by money; 


© to vote againſt him, perhaps in favour of an utter 
© ſtranger; it eannot but raiſe his indignation ; it 


- » * may indeed be expected to raiſe his utmoſt fury 


© and revenge. It is certain, Sir, that if the peo- 


* © ple were entirely left to themſelves, they would 


without much contention always chuſe thoſe gen- 


© tlemen who, by having large properties of their own; 


© might be reaſonably ſuppoſed to be fuch as would 
_ © take the beſt cate of the properties of their fellow 
ſubjects: but if the people ſhould ever begin to ſee 


_ © their repreſentatives making their ſeats in parliament 


© places of profit, and bartering their votes and their 


© behaviour in parliament for poſts, places, and pen 


© flons; the people will ſoon follow the example of : 
© their repreſentatives, and will inſiſt upon ſharing 
with them in the profits. Thus, by degrees, the 


© minds. of the people will be debauched ; they will 


be brought to think, that the ſelling their votes at 


(elections is no crime; the repreſentatives; who 5629 


their ſeats, muſt ſell their votes; and at laſt all 


regard for the public good will be generally laid 
aſide by all ſorts of men. The only effectual method, 
Ie Sir, of preventing this fatal effect is to- reſtore 
ho annual elections; ; for then it- good be impoſſible 


23 N . n 


. 


* 


« even fon the treaſury itſelf, if ever the public 


„ ſums. of money ſufficient to get the better of the 
« natural intereſt, which country- gentlemen always 
© have in the places where they and their families have 


« perhaps for many generations reſided. The con- 


« ſequence of which will be, that none but country 
« gentlemen, and thoſe: who have a natural intereſt 
in the place, will ever appear as candidates. And 
« thus neither the morals of the people will be de- 
_ © bauched, nor their properties-plundered, nor. their 
hy berties deſtroyed, by thoſe election-brokers and 


iniſterial- agents, or their candidates; who never 


. be employed or ſet up but for ſuch baſe pur- 
* poſes. As for our credit abroad, which it is pre- 
| © tended ſeptennial parliaments very much contribute 

sto, I think it is evident that it has n finting 
lever ſince the ſchtennial law took place; which con- 

firms what wgs juſtly obſerved by an honourable 
_ © gentlemati,* That the credit of the nation among 


© foreigners: does not depend upon the lehgth 


ſhortnoſs of gur parliaments, but upon that 6 1 eſ- | 
© pondence and confidence which ought always to be | 
© kept up between the king and his people.) I ol | 


not ſay, - that this decay of our eredit abroad bas 
© altogether owing to the ſeptennial law, but I: Fun 


e ſay, if our parliaments had not been ſeptennial, they 


would probably before now have enquired into the 
© conduct of thoſe who! have been the cauſes of this 
. decay; and whatever reaſons the decay of our credit 
among foreigners. may have been owing to; it is now 
come to fo low an ebb, that we really ſeem to have 
v almoſt none to loſe; And as 1 think nothing can 
*fo — rage. oh credit abroad as the reſtor- 


. — 


© ſhould come to be ſo miſapplied, to iſſue + 
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ing our conſtitution at ome, 1 all dee . i; 


my xote for the queſtion *.* 4 
Nhe ſenſe of the city of a deten: 

is enanileR. from the OY i Aha ir 
Wen vr reflect. an dhe e af. enttuſting | | 
+ power 206 long in the ſame hands. when we cn 8 
* fider how often in former times. the liberty of his | 
+ country bas been dacriticed and ifold by lang £0 9 
© nued parliaments; and that a frequent regourſe 61 
< their conſtituents, the people, is a certain and hes . 
+ ceſſary check to bad meaſures and worſe intentions 
© we require you to proſecute in the moſt vigorous - 
< manner a repeal of the ſeptennial act, and to teſters * 
© the ſalutary form of trienni 


iennial parliaments, as he 
principal means of ſecuring the e a ane, 
N * ing the dignity of a free nation. 5 Ws YN 
In the debate on a motion for el par iaments, 3 
A. D. 744, Mr. Thomas Carew argued as follows. * 
Sir, The members of this hodlle ene 
rr the nation. We are to t 
s notice of, and to take proper methods for r refing - 
Z all the grievances that occur, whether they be foes 
© 2s relate to the kingdom in general, or ſuch 2s 3 
relate to the particular counties, citics, or boroughs | 4 
ve repreſent, - Now as grieyances are, almoſt an- 
<-nually occurring, and as ſome ;grievances ate be 
| < more difficult to be removed, the longer they cn 
a s tinue; therefore it is neceſſary we thould viſit - out 
< conſtituents atleaſt once a year, to know their ſenti⸗ 1 
© ments, and to examine, upon the ſpot, the grie- 1 ] 
< vances they complain of. But this is not to b 
# expedited, unleſs 1 S for 


2 Des, Com, VIII. 181. 1 x Ibid, X111e 16, 


$ 
i 


e Kid mm, ens 

« choſets for a long tefm of 'yearsj! they fix-their'abod8. . 
in this city; and ſeldom . reviſit their — " FO 
« till it--becdmes! neceſſary fol them to \go/down;'to .. == 
« ſollieit-their-votes at à new election. Nay, ſince 'K -" 200 
6 the eſtabliſhment: of ſeptennial parliaments, wwe haue + 
_ © often; had gentlemen in this houſe-who never 3 
« the boraugh that ſent them hither, nor knew an, 2 
thing of its conſtitution or intereſt; perhaps S] t 0 
© nat recolisct its name, till they looked into the 1 
£ Ty de. : lifts of parliament: for their on name, and | X 
6 Ns found they repreſented ſuch. a borough. An? 8 
er part of our buſineſs; Sirꝭ f is to repreſent to our 
cee the ſentiments: of our conſtituents {with 
< regard to the meaſures. he ig adviſed by his miniſters 
 */to-puiſuey? as well as the patſons he employs in the _ : 
executive part of-povernnienti If we ever thin of 8 
4 doing this faithfully.” and ſincerely, we muſt viſit — l 
« our. conſtituents at leaſt ond a year, becauſe every 
year produces ſome” new meaſure, and every year 11 
ſome new perſonus are introducet into pabli@ buſitte s. 
© This I fay is another part of our duty andiwhenit | 1 
is faithfully and ſincerely performed, it is of great" | 
"4 adyantage to the: prince upon the throne, bet 
it prevents his being led on in track of uni 45 
meaſutes, till both he and his miniſters are ber- | 
_ © whelmed if the torrent ol popular reſentmentg which | 
© often- happens in arbitrary countries, Where thek 
„prince is timbled headldng from his throne, before 

| © he knows any thingjof' his having purſued, unpopu- 
7 lar or wrong meaſures; Fhereas; had he had time © ©] 
inſormatidn, he might have reſtored himſelf to ide - of 
© love and aſſection of his ſubject, by making a jur. 
£ ſacrifice of his wicked unſellors to the reſentment £1 5 i 
© of his vpprefied +*Av THe" 7 | 
Vol. I. „ A0 M20 5 7 intereſt 
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© intereſt pants from his people; his intel, if be 


— 


conſiders, muſt lead him to gain the love 
e ge bis php; and to avoid every ching 


that may give them diſcontent, It is therefore hir 
© jntereft to have always a houſe of commons, that | 
knows, and will faithfully and ſpeedily repreſent to 

_ © him' the complaints and grievances of his people. 


< But this is directly oppoſite to the intereſt of his 

6 meniſiers, In all countries, and in this as much 
© as any other, miniſters have an intereſt feparate front 
© that of the people. They are for enriching them- 
c ſelves,. their families, tools and ſycophants, at the 


- © © expence of the people; and it is their buſineſs to 


6 keep all the avenues to the throne ſhut up againſt 


_ © the complaints of the people, leſt the prince ſhould, 
as every wiſe one will, ſacrifice them to his own 


© ſecurity. Miniſters muſt therefore be for having 
< always 2 houſe of commons, that either does not 


© know, or will not faithfully repreſent to their ſove- 


; © the ling. it is apparently the intereſt 'of the country, 


5 long and general elections as ſeldom as pollible *,? 


| © reign, the complaints and grievances of the people; 


© and as we are much more affected with what we 


_ © ſee than with what we bear of, it is the buſineſs of 


© 2 minifter to prevent the members of this houſe;' if 


_ © poſſible, from ever ſeeing their conſtituents 3 becauſe 
| © the leſs we are affected with, the more eaſily we may 


© be prevailed on to conceal from our ſovereign, or. 


even to miſrepreſent to him the complaints of the | 


© people, Thus, Sir, it is apparently the intereſt of 


© to have fbors parliaments and frequent general elec- 


tions; but it is apparently the intereſt of minifters, 


o eſpecjally wicked miniſters, to have Leben wy 


— 4 4 "2 
3 2 * £ z 1 0 10 
3 % 4 


\ « * & 0 Cs * „„ l e 5 WS £4 2 „ 
„ 2 7 - - 
5 * N 7 - 
2 — * _— * p 2 1 * ” 2 
" — — 7 y * 
* 6 c 9 9A. 4 — * „n I r 
# xv 4 \ 'S 54 of * $48 * * 221 2 irg“ . 
" A 


An. Dun, Com. thy 11. 


| Chap. v. | Di8QUteTTIONs. 6 „ 


It was argued by Mr. Gare, in the ſame debate, 
that it would be very imprudent for a private perfon 
to give a pawer of attorney for a long time, when, he 
might for a art; that it is equally imprudent for - 
the people to give parliament & power of attorney for, 


zn it dara or 


ona": 

Mr. ain e de We ite ther 

long parliaments produce and increaſe corruption of 

manners in the people. That the virtues of both 
and military courage are overlooked and 


actes 
untexarded by a corrupt miniſtry, and parliamentary 
intereſt, and uſcfulneſs in carrying on their dirty 


ſchemes, only taken notice of at court; [ſo that the way 
to our meders temple of honour is through the temple 
| of corruption, } That the old Engl hoſpitality is d 

ſtroyed by gentlemen's taking ug their reſidence 
Lam, where they are in the way of hanging upon 
the miniſter, and waiting at the catch. for. places as 
they fall, 'That their country ſeats art thus left deſo- 


late, and the land is become a deſart. That long par- ; 
- liaments, and conſequent corruption, ſtrike at the very 5 


root of moral bang/y... For what is foliciting for a 
vote, but gravely propoſing to a man to declare him- 
ſelf a raſcal? And what is.3 man without probity, or 


a woman without chaſtity ? Whoever has forfeited „ 


his or her character in theſe cardinal articles, we 
naturally ſuppoſe capable of every ſpecies of vice. 
That electioneering deſtroys all fragality and indaſiry 


in the people, and makes them neglect their lawful 


employments to go 2 madding; which would not be, 
e wr © enen would not 


1277 3 2 : nas n be , 
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be worth while to me 4 Maps: about . ele gion, ; 
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Ke. e 3 ny: 
Lea Hilboreugh, in 100 debts on _ regeney- 
bill, A. D. 1751, in which it was propoſed, that the 
_ parliament which ſhould be ſitting at the demiſe öf 
Geo. II. ſhould. fit three years after the acceſſion of 
his preſent majeſty, ſpoke, on that clauſe, as follows: : 
It is a meaſure at no time eligible; in the preſent 
time it may be dangerous. It has been advanced, a 
that parliaments have a-power and right to prolbnę 
« their duration, and that the ſalus Populi” frequently 
© requires it. But I do abſolutely deny that à par- 
© liament has any legal-power, or right, to prolong 
© the time limited by law without the conſent” of the - 
c electors, or people, who ſent them to parliament, 
and whoſe repreſentatives they are; and 1 do ſay, 
and do inſiſt upon it, that whenever parliaments 
© do take upon themſelves to prolong the time of their 
duration, ſuch- prolongation is an ' infringemtht' of 
the liberty of the electors in à moſt eſſential part, 
© and tends to deſtroy that freedom which they were 
© choſen to defend. For liberty never was, nor ever 
c will be, preſerved, unleſs thoſe who have the oem 
of the people delegated to them be frequently re- 
© moved, It was by the frequent rotation and change 
© of magiſtracy in all countries of the world, that free: 
dom and independency hath been preſerved. It is 
© upon this principle we find the people of England 
c at all times crying out for frequent parliaments. 
„And I am ſure if ever frequent parliaments were 
© neceſſary, they are eſſentially ſo in the preſent times i 
In the year 1759, it was moved, that leave, be ; 


given to 1 in a bill for e the term and 
| 2 ee ee eee dura- 
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duration of parliament . 3 Phe moti on C 
becauſe it was à time of war. A frivolous reaſon, | 


All times: are proper for doing what is proper. If a2 


nation is at peace, eftabliſh that peace by redreffing 
grievances. If the times are troubleſome, nothing 
will contribute more to quiet them, than cotrecting 
abuſes, ; It muſt be granted“ (fays a member of the 


commons on that occafion) that bribery and cor- : 


© ruption” in elections mult always be the neceſſary 
* conſequences of long parliaments, and that if bri- 
ery and corruption in elections be not put an end 
they will put än end to our conflitutlon,” and 


«eſtabliſh in this nation tlie very worſt fort” of govern - l 


ment that was ever in any country eſtabliſned. For 
© gentlemen will ſoon'find'out,' if they have not found 


© it out already, that it ean ſignify nothing to stan 
candidates for members of parliament in oppoſition | 


sto the miniſtert for the time being ; becauſe, tho! 


c 2 "fre of f them caged 8 their . | 


a brd ai Nortuption, will Ws procure: "a 8 | 


11 of their fry ds toi be elefted, or at leaſt urned, 
for the next -etifuing parllament, ſo that no man 
< who ſets u upon a truly patriotic, kcheme, yl 
6: thereby propoſe to do nis ebuntry any real ſervice. 
And hen this comes to be the general opinion, n 
© many who is governed finely by a" ſincere love for his 
country, will ever think of ſtanding a candidate at 
any election. On the contrary; f. uch men i, 
* always avoid being choſen, that they may not expoſe, 
* themſelves” to the reſeritment Ae; 2 court, "without 
„ eee ee 88 e Mey 
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« being; thendacable-to forve chalets Conteſted, 
elections may ſometimes happen; but it will never be 5 
6 about who ſhall /erve, but about who ſhall ſell, their 
© country. Conſequently it is evident, that bribery 
© and corruption at elections muſt at haſt bring on 
* bribery and corruption in the houſe... Can we expect 
c that a corrupt parliament will ever refuſe to grant 
© the crown what number of ſtanding forces, ar what 
public revenue, the miniſters for the time being may 
< pleaſe to inſiſt on? Thus we ſhall at laſt he brought 
under that very form of government which was 
< eſtabliſhed at aig Fe under their firſt emperors, that 
© is to ſay, an abſolute monarchy ſupported by a cor» | 
© rupt parliament and a mercenary army z and the 
hiſtory of the Reman empire, from its firſt eſtabliſh» 
© ment to its utter extinction, muſt oonvinoe us, that 
© it is the very worſt form of government chat 
ever was invented; for from thence: we may lea 
© that ſuch monarchs as the. Romgn emperors may 
' * ſacrifice the public intereſt to their private ps 
© more openly, and may commit more whimſical cru- 
< elties under the form of law, than any arbitrary, 
* monarch dare venture upon; and that ſuch a 
« liament will always be more factious under a good- 
prince than under a wicked and. tyrannical one; 
+ becauſe the former will diſdain to ſacrifice tha pub- 
lic ſervice ſalely to parliamentary merit, or to ſquan- 
der the public money in bribing the electars or che 
* members, both which the latter will always do with 
out meaſure or reſerve. Such a form of 


* muſt neceſſarily be the moſt oppreſſive. upon the. 

poor, the moſt inconſiſtent with trade and com- 

* merce, and of the moſt pernicious conſequence ta 

i the religions * and courage of the r 8 
ee ee T4 


" ; 


or 


e 


ſequence to the religi 


5 the moſt oppreſſive upon the poor, becauſe taxes 
« muſt be impoſed for the ſupport of the goverament ; 


and as the rich muſt have always a great influence 
cin parliament, they will in the methods of taxa+ - 
tion take as much care as they can of themſel ves. 


« Therefore they will chuſe to ſupply the public er 


5 nue by taues upon the _neceſſiries. and eonveniences 
© of life, becauſe to every ſuch tax a poor man, ho | 


lives comfortably by his labour, pays as. much 48 
c the richeſt man in the ki And ſueh taxes 
„ the crown will always. be moſt fond 


« of, becauſe of the multitude of gers that muſt be 
r in the collection. In the next place 1 


t muſt be the moſt 


* ſay that ſuch a form of go 


© inconfiſtent with trade and commerce, which muſt N 


biscbistrioms. Ha 
+ I ſay firſt, that ſuch a form of government muſt be 


be evident from what I have juſt mentioned; for 


* taxes upon the neceſſuries and conveniences of Jif 


muſt raiſe the price of labour. This muſt raiſe 


© price of eyery fort: of manufacture; ad e aun 
5 diminiſh, if not totally prevent, their ſale at my 
© foreign market. And, laſtly, I fay that fuch a 
„ goremment muſt be of the-moſt pernicious 


© generally are as to every principle .of religion, a 
*rality,' or politics ; bribery and corruption 
© both in parliament and at elections, have the . 
and the more cettain effect. In ſuch a form of 
government therefore the governing powers will take 
« eyery method they can contrive for ſubduing and 
5 rooting out of the human mind every paſſion, every 


ee L 


une 


; morals, and. — 4 
the people. For as to the religion and mal of the 
5 people, it is evident the more profiigate the my E 
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168 OEfrie Al nw 
5s conſtant attondant, a boundleſs love of money, Iũu 


call aſſemblies the members will harangue and vote 


< not for the fake of gaining eſteem br. of | ſerving their 
country; but for the ſake: of raiſing their price ; in 


e „At the bar, the lawyers. Will. plead; not for 


e the ſake of juſtice, but of increaſing the nymbayor | 


& the value of: their: fees and. im the Wars, either; by 


land or ſea, the ſaldiexs will fight not for the ſake 


S nthe church the clergy will ſtudy and preach, abt 
S for the ſake of religion, but of getting better bene- 


*:of glory or che honour; of their country, but of 
Caplumder ar prizes. E hus the love of maneyp will 


become the ſole governing principle among the pęo- 


b ple; 4 and whilſt the government gan, by. taxes or 


5,qrhepwiſe, get money enough, to anſwer this, popular 


£,paſſion of its own,.creating.. it. will. continue abſo- 
| * £ Jute, and undiſturbed; 3 but the moment, it g es to 2 


<be able-to. da ſo, faction will enſue 1 in f their aſſeme l 
E blies, and myting in their fleets and armies. Then 


das to the courage: of, the, people, in ſuch a form 
ef government, it, is certain, that the governing 
* powers will take every poſſible method to 


the people in general coward „ undiſciplined and * 


:5 unarmed; becauſe the more they are ſo, the more 


-Feakilythey may be ouverawed by a wercenary ſtand- 


-* ing; army, the mere impoſſible it will be for any | 


b regd⸗ and antient family to defend themſelves by 


* an dnſurretion' of the people in their, favour 


t againſt the moſt unjuſt and eruel oppreſſion . Even 


as to thoſe of the ſtanding army, courage, as well 


* as every other ſort of virtuous merit, will be neg. 


t lected, or at leaſt not duly. rewarded; becauſe all [4 
| © public rewards. will, and indeed muſt, be. applied 
. . the, ging powers . Saining and ſecur- 


ing 


„ 


ng thoſe ——— be „ 
e in bribing and Wurm che IE | 
5 dleftiont, and baſe enouf 3 | 
uy parliament as directed: by, the miniſter for the ane 
big ' e 
Afri 26, 1777, M bemiridke made a mo hi 6 
leave to bring i in a bill to ſhorten the duratibi of par- 
liaments. He thewed, that this branch of the con- 


at which cling rey had only beeh annual; that” ey 
were ſet aſide 140 years by the Normani'; ; that on their 
revival they had continued of Hört duration (moſtly 
annual) till, the reign of Hen. VIII. whoſe Tang 
was neyer complete till eſtabliſhed: by that long 

liament; that the ext long par rliament was. he 
commonly o called of 1641. Tbe f penſiona y par- 
liament in th the reign e of Cha. II Was is prod of the 
worſt. conſe uences to the. lion 7 
which the triennial bil was pa ed, ferbigding parli= 


ament. to ie 275 than ches y Ars, This was oe. 
breach, 14 7 wks ene in the reign 
ho the */o ſeptennial, pill. Ta A 


bel of 105 err x: : | 
hat 6 YA cn 


155 der throne, 9294 
'peop ie gether oy, 
that neceſſity was now. of d, none of the 

gers now [nem over us. Tuat the length' of p ar- 

ſiaments gave up that Peter which the 1 
ou aht to 1 Ale e wer their 7 reſentatives, vz. of e 
quent examination. into thei ir conduct, and Tegection 
of them” if they” thought "them unworthy. That 
long "patfidinents gave an opportunity to an ititintacy 
veen the miniſters and the members, always dan- _ 
Frou and . to the conſtitution | ; ; chat in 


52 "8 MEA 1 8 5 Fo 
er e ee ſhortens 
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17 


comment; that from his demiſe to the ru 


116% ” nenen bein | 


ſhortening the duration of parliaments he thopld in- 

cline to annaal, as ſubject to fewer ohjections, in his 
opinion, than triennial, but that muſt he the ſubject © 
af future debates. -Meſ. Townſend,: Dempfter, Tur- 
ner, Barre, &c. ſupported this meaſure: they ſte- 


1 ' quently called on adminiſtration to ſhew. any. reaſons 


| why a bill. ſhould, not be brought in. But to the 
amazement. of moſt members, not one word was: | 
uttered by them; the moſt contem ptuous ſilence Was. 
obſerved, On this great national queſtion, the ſhort | 
appeal was. to the numbers at the command of tbe 
OW: and the only dpclared | reaſons w 295 to 


i Sowbridge, ; 4. D, 177 > moved. the bg 81 
commons again for ſhortening | arliament, H He - 
ſerved, that in the Saxon times, for above 50 years, | 
the period of parliaments. was ſhort, to the great ad- x 
vantage e of the conſtitution 3 i that from the Nor ar 
invaſion to Hom. III. parliaments were either diſoon- 
tinued, or had I loſt theit 7 former Za ; that af 


8 


its 77 75 ere 2 5 ou 
parliaments were ETA 7 0 : 
quences notorious; that during 1 > reign 4 
ering, they. were. for. the frkt time Jengthened, on 
which h corruption of our repreſentatiyes, and the 
bloody acts of that monſter of cruelty are My el 


. 


liament, we "were happily freed from the KEY * Þ 
Engliſh liberty, to which ſucceeded the long. penſion 
parliament of Ch, II. which is too well .known 8 ö 


nne | 
brave 


* ba y „ 4 
" 1 * 4.4% 


© + fp. Daw. Coo Gem 


n brsdufer Tron | * 


brave independent men Zured. to put it out 
the power of bad prinees, or corrupt miniſters, to 
undermine the eonſtitution, While the forms of it 
emairied, and at length prevailed ſo far as to'obtain | 
the triennial bill; but all thoſe advantages were again 
loft; J. D. 1776, by the ſeptennial' bill. That s 
thought it was better the revolution had never 


pened, — © 


upon us. He expected his motion to be oppoſed: by 
the enthuſiaſtic Kieklers for old cuſtoms,” and by alt | 
miniſterial men, &c. The iy bench, as before, 
ſat ſpeechleſs, ' The A raf a E go — 
the motion 133 t0 45*. ne en 
Mr. Nee, in fupport of ME. "Barbs motion. 

obſerved, among other particulars; Tru the Ling, 
cording to the original < 

power wholly in bis own: hands; but that parlias 
late years has encroached vpen dhe king e prerch 

That parliament, inſtead of ftſelf governing, is ap- 
pointed to be a check upon g t, to Watch 


5 over the king and che courts of juſtice, to guard the 
its and ages of the people, 4d in Weir 


© ame, and by their direction! t grant 
5 national ſupplies for national purpoſes.—4 That loh 

t patliaments dend naturally 
© forget and neglect the very ends of their inſtitu 
c and to conſider themſelves, not us mere” delers 


c und attorniez of the people, "burns perſons choſen to | 
* be the wb/olute goyernory of the country," He ob- 


ſerved; that = purhinment, which "was appointed to 
5 watch over adminiſtration, is become itſelf the 
AT ye that for 163 r 
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« of former times, we have now, by an unnatural co 
< pulation, a breed of wolves to guard the flock. 1 He | 
reafogs, he ſays, not by inference and probable con- 
© clufions ; but from experience.“ He then mentions 
2 motion lately made, for inquiry into the conduct of 
| the courts of juſtice; which motion was rgacteu; and 
a late demand of half a million for the civil liſt, which 
was immediately granted, without any inquiry into the ; 
"cauſes of a deficiengy, or into the application of ſuch 5 
prodigious ſums. Whenever a ſupply is moved fer, 
* (lays; he) however enormous the ſum, it is readily; 1 
granted; for the adminiſtration, who receive. the 
© money, fit upon theſe benches. W henever an ef 
* feQtual inquiry into the application of money is moved 
c for, it is as readily. refuſed ; for the adminiſtrations, 
p who apply: it, ſit upon theſe benches... The proceed 
© ings of the courts of juſtice,, and the application, of 
« public money were formerly, the great objects of pars 
C * liamentary i inquiry, Naw parljament. ae cher | 
dae War denne ern. Me ona. d 0! eg 
- Mt Ds. 1773, the the livery. cf. Landon came to hor rye 
. tions which. they orde ed to he 3 6 That they 
vill vote for no candidate at an election of memher for 
< the city, till es ſigned.;a. ſolemy: engagement to 
promote, by every; męans in his power, either iin o 
ut af the. houſe, 4 perpetual. zo. ſhortening th | 
q duration. of parliaments 771 t. 117 19b1:1105 O08. Bas 
At a numerous meeting of ſreeholders of Middle | 
er, at Mile Hud, A. D. 1793. Reſolved, {Thar 
© it is the opinion of the freeholdens of the county oſ 
6 WiC that a return to dhe antjent mode of 
od Luist at 297 dall | f xepreſentatian 
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lame des be ſhape; Bestehend % UV „ 
< the excluſion of placemen and penſioners from the * 
* houſe of commons, is the mioſt likely method of bh. 
o taining a. redreſs of the various grievances under 7 
* which the ſubjects of this kingdom labour #.” e a 


A noiſy declaimer in the houſe of commons, om 

what is called the patriotic ſide, publiſhed" a'thing a 

few years ago, intituled, if I forget not, Confider ations 

en the Cauſes" of the preſent Diſcontents ; in which 

he fairly declared, he did not think ſhortening: pars | 
tiaments, or excluding placemen would anfwer. He 5 
ſaid the grievances were” only to be remedied by T 
know not what public men, WO were to be reſpons | 
ſible. But moſt people thought'this'a very groſs cont 
feſſion, that he did not mean the public advantage; 

but that he wanted to be one of the Public mes 

_ . 71 ; 
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| H 5 ſhortening of Palit Aa without „„ 
:4 " excluſion” by rotation, would prove only a pal- | TOY 
liation; not a radical cure. It would, if I may ae; 
ſuddenly change the metaphor, be ſtopping ſome, But 8 
not all the leaks,” Suppoſe parliaments reduce 
to annual, Miche not a court” candidate bribe his {4 
electors with a ſebenth part of what he now gives BY 
for his! erer aur And might not the mene bribee 
1901084 9s L 45 a . 4 110 * 
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See Mrs. Macaulay' 5 ſhrewd Anſver to this piece. 
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ten ee eee, Ip 


part of what he now gives? I do not forget what is 


obſerved on this by Sir . Wyndham, in his ſpeech - 


above quoted, p. 148. viz. * That a ſeventh part of 
a ſum would make fo poor a figure, that it would 
| : hardly prove a temptation. That though an eleftor 
might think it worth while to be damned for 20 or 
21 guineas, he might grudge to hazard his ſoul for 
the ſcurvy price of three, as he might die before next 
election; and that a member, who might be expected 
ts ſell himſelf to the devil and the miniſter for a pen» ; 
ſion of 7001 J. 2 year, would deſpiſe a ſingle hundred,” 
Allowing all this its due weight, it is ſtill true, 
that a member choſen annually for ſeven years tog 
ther, has at the end of the ſeven years ſat as lang in 


the houſe as if he bad been choſen for ſeven years at 


once; and how far rogues might have an underftand- 
ing between themſelves, ſo as to elude this ſalutary x 
regulation, an honeſt. man cannot gueſs. It is a com- 
mon electioneering trick in our times, for the can- 
didate to lend the electors ſmall ſums upon their notes 
of hand ; thoſe notes underſtood to be void if the elec- = 
tor votes aright. Might not the ſame game be played 
between the elector and the candidate, and between the 
member and the miniſter, if the period of parliament 
were reduced to annual? This could certainly not beg if 
it were certain, that the very next ſeſſion tuo thirds of 
the members muſt be. excluded, by rotation; becauſe 
| whatever was by: the corrupt ſet voted, might be unvoted = 
the very next ſeflion, and then—Omnis labor effuſus ; . 
the money would be all thrown- away; the proſpect 
of which would effectually prevent the miniſter's haz- 
' | arding it. Beſides, it would be impoſſible to find a 
| Cullicient. number of hers As the Wr eb ap At 


7 ment 


Ca. — 


ment is at preſent, if the int by ine. 
rupt arts, aided by the hopes and fears of ' membera, * 
influence 235 of the houſe of commons, he is ſecure © ag 
for ſeven:years. . But if two thirds of the houſe-were 4 
to be changed every year, he muſt find means for at- F V 
taching to bis party ſeves times that number, or 17888  * | | 
in every ſeven years, which would confiderably hg... „ 
the progreſs of court-influence in parliament. „ Ei. 
tion two thirds of the houſe, and not the whole, be-" 

cauſe it is. pretended by the- court-party, that it is ne- Ms 3 
ceflary to keep in the houſe. ſome of the great officers _ 4 
of the ſtate, and that a whole houſe of unexperienced C9 
members would be at a loſs about the forms, He. 

As the ſhameful inju/tice done by long parliaments to 
gentlemen, who have a right to be in authority ſome 

part of their lives, is a ſtrong argument againſt their 

continuance; ſo it is to be remembered, that without 

excluſion by rotation, the mere ſhortening of parlia- 

ments even to annual would not redreſy this grievance. | 

If the majority of the houſe be not changed every other | © | 
year, the ſame men may be re- elected for 20 years to- {AY 
gether ; and if a place-bill ſhould be paſſed, tricks may 

be played by riding or ſplitting of places, unleſs a ro- 

tation bill is likewiſe paſſed. -, The city of Londen, or 

county of York, | cannot be; bribed, but their mem- 

bers may. Therefore there is no ſecurity without 

excluſion by rotation. But with 3 4 


1 N 
Fl \- 
kept Wt Why ne po his place Y 11 


of power and truſt for a term equal to that of his em- 


ployment 2,..and. that a third part of the houſe of com- 
; 18 7 1 We 23 „„ : g ©: 
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mons be. W And s thinpart; e- bse 
ho have ſat full ahtee years,. give place to. the new iy 
elected. Sucha, rotation wouſd. give all perſons f 
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wiſe be à check on 'court-inf 2 

ment. There bught to be fio votiig 0 1 8 47 n 
balloting rb beer previ HEY | 
animoſity, ob teſentinent- T Hetefbre Ay re or 
members of parliament ought!® as ting af re mold, "to -_ 

be by ballot. Cdurts ref dirsskors, metigers! bo 

commons in their hour; Ahd all Hofe, le SY 

to be called to wäbenr fol — . 1 

electors, n; Er ate not) ou 
2 an ai½u2 — ee R 255 A 

Bat let it he chſerbeh Her, tät taking hi. . 
tary repreſentatiom aſe gutt would ſuperſede Wt nedtt- 
ſity of balloting at elections. Fof eburtHiMitiite, 
and Whatever elſe could” byaſd Werrehs, * would be then 
utterly cut up by the roots, when many thbufahds ö 
votes were neceſfury tod ſend in che members for any = 
one county, comprehending itritowis/ Boer abeut 
bribing 401 electors in order to gain ene member, 
or 202, 104 electors to ſecure a Majebity in in bote, 

a minifles-muſt be lord of ae of if #7 * .a5:* 
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Ne lues, and all —— ie * 
A motion made in the heuſe 8 1 D. 


; © ing them one ways, auch their ini, And anclibe- 
e tion another ways! 


; * fions from te ewas or by» eivib or military fre- 


| 
* 20.4 


+ 


bar of the houſe®,, es pee ary» n. N 
concerning elections ſhould (if either competitor Ge. ; 
* ſuppoſe they thought e 


2 matter of ſuch conſequer 
* pears. to, us i v preferable, on man accdunts ; 3 | 


© for 45 its is well; 'known, there are ſeveral: alliances 
* among. that body ol, nobility, rom of the peam ma 


4 i (under 


FOR, that all ele con queſtions be decided by allot: 
ing, Was rejected. To be hearda 


It was again propoſeds. 4 D mots. this | 


fired) be decided by ballot. Carried in the my 
there were fo, many jacobites ©, 1 wo 1 

A bill for electing the Search * y balloe was | 
moved i "the houſe of peers, 4. B. 1 174, Mit. 
carried. Many lords proteſted, becauſe alloting is. 
the freeſt manner of eleQing,” and the moſt likely to 
defeat miniſterial influence, which was to be ſeated in 0 
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„ The method. of voting by ball, ſoy 


"LES 


© be put under great difficulties, their- alliances: dr.. 


1e is alſo poſtibley that by;pen- 


ents, ſome of them may lie under 


© the Power of an af e 


+ where vw tumder of the collar 8c = 


* a. 


© Cole's Muir, p. bY 
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Judge Blackſtone's pv" EE ballot inthe . 


houſe of commons, © becauſe the conduct of every 
© member; ib; ſubject to- tha future, cn his cops 
C fiituents, and therefore ſhould be openly.ſubmitted to 
+ their ipſpeRtian */. Upon what, principle. is. it then, 
that the houſe, from time to time, orders the galle= be 
ries to be cleared 7 Ia it char their conſtituents maß 
not lee, nor #now,, nor 'conſequently be able to cen» © 
- fure their conduct in. the Houfe Of whicl aun "IF | 
in OR I — 385 I 9 5 5 | 
Harrington is for balloting on, all ates, 8 „ 
| Balloting is uſed in 3 ales, A e 5 ; 
in the Tadia-houſe,. yal fociety,.&c „but it is * 
iſed where, =_ al, jtought-yhi le.thi 15 | 
continue on their preſent. foot) to be. uſed,.. vis. in the R 
election! of members of Par arliament. N Bey 13 : 
t is cuſtomary..in.the; borough, of , Limmingio 
in Hangſbirr, to elect by hallot {the manner of which 
the writer there deſarih „1 This method oy \ 
lt prevents animoſity./and diſtaſte, nud very mbc 
£ «© affiſts that fretddm, which oüght e in ion 
Ne many in this va, need, fear =p dilpbliging of 
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Members of -Parkiament uv longer Bold tbemſcbvri 
9164114 PUſponſible le” i ide People. 0¹ 4130, Reg Ro 


qu ig Vos yd, bog og id baue! 
R OMctherinadequate-ſiate-of ; repreſenitatic 
parliament, cat>;the- enormous length of, their 
ok, have: afiten Jeverabimidlh. fatal conſequenges, 
The firſt T mall mentibn 153 That members, being 
generally elected by lundfals. of perſons, paſſeſſed 
of little property, and eee bee 8 
of their country, and inlpe as lawemakery for 
Jſrom years, havs given up alk thought of being ntl 
ali to any ſet of men upon gatth for ee = 
in partiament.-;1And.t muſk; be allowed, t 
preſent, ludicrous fook-9n; which ee 
it would be di{gricing -a;gentleman beyond 4 
to call bim the bat of a et: af poor, unlettrrr: 


Pg PR % 5 j g* * 
* 4 \ 


ai/6 burghers,: „ „de anſwer ths 
queſtions ey vould ꝑut to, him concerning - * 
duct in the: houſes of Nich hey cannot be funde 


|  competentJudges;\avy mere then Mer are, of;thy 77 


ons. of lgiſſstora: which ſhexys de abſyrdity,of 
their having the power of maliE legillators, not. for 
themſelves only, but for the\nation. in general. Were 
parliamentary repreſentation: upon its proper foot, no 
member would be ſent into * 1 a puny 5 
but 
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: Chap. 1 POUTTICAL)} Ke. 464 
but all ould” be Ae and TR Wen 
would have, to his admiffion as a law-miaker,” the 
ſanction of the majority of the inhabitants of a county, 
comprehending the cities and towns in it. From ue! 
a reſpectable bey ab t this,” it would be an b6npur” to 
gentlemen to receive fire; ; and to berger. 
ſible to them, would! not be beneath the W 78 'of om 
perſon whatever. 
| Tt is notorious, ut the light A eoaRitdints's to in- 
ſtruct their members, and the conſequent duty of . 
members to obey. inſtructions, is in our times queſ- 
tioned b Yo and by many given up. Yeti it is 
e that no harm could come from ther 
derb db pathanient; being obliged to wait for inftrucs 
tions from cheir n eonſtituents, ſuppoſing the conſti- 
tuns hut theylought to be, becauſe legiſlation is, 
thb daß of any thing, a a matter of 2005 and Heer 
| Yarivoiiganot In che parliament. 

Irrel eb t6 be Apr Ipable Seals in — 
ou 36Atine, 5 J people are wholly * 


po, fig bf political matters, and that the 
ee e petitions} remonſtrances, and Fa 
gate is: net rd be fegatded?”" If fo, why is . 
9 Herbern ef- Fein ment laß v9 thi üb 
W them at onder | 
If the” pebple ate "rirfcapsble* of / judging of polita 


they are ea or üdging of 'the qualification. E ii} 
Betts (ee chi abſurdity in its full light, | 

it un to be obferyvl, ent the courtjers, at the ſame | - 
time they argue foylthe iheapaeity of the people in 1 


general, inf thut the election of legiſlators is beft 
truſted tothe / intipable part of the people. Simi- 
dar to Which ihgenigus yeaſoning is their plea, when 
de del us, "The a are in clan: why 4 
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$ let theres be bribed by the court? 80 every. 


town-ake. cries out. againſt! the frailty of women 


himſelf the « cauſe 0 the failure of! female virtue.) And 
iſe the people are able to be corrupted, our 
Pourtiers inſiſt, that the election of law-makets is beſt 
in the hands ef that part of the peaple who ate mo 
| able to be corrupted,” Into ſuch abſurdities de men 
| Gs themſelves, when they undertake the defence 
of what their ee and. conſcienees revolt 
- againſt] | : 07} © towon e ; 
In the reale anſwer of lord Petal," menber 
for Weſtminſter, to inſtructions ſent him By his con- 
ſtituents , we have that gentleman's notion of the 
duty. of repreſentatives i in reſpect of InftcuQions,” [And 
he ſpeaks the ſenſe” of too many. e er God 1 
s Gentlemen, you are welcome upon fy selle, 
© and I'ook'u} n this” plication as 4 freſli inſtance 
of your eben — I never concealed my prine 
6 ciples from” you, 10 1 will never' depart from them. 
The only ce that direct my conducł are thepre- | 
* frei 'of the conftitution' of my coutiery;” the 
* ſecurity of the preſent royal family e throne, 
' © and the common liberty of Europe, . Theſe views 
FT ſhall always think'ib parable, —<Irf the proſetu- 
= tion of them, my judgment ſometimes mays my 
heart Fal e a te I remember on my part, 
® that to your Independent voice, J owe my fat in 
* pacſimbnt on yours, you will not forget that I 
* ought to be independent thete.“ [True, my good 
lord, vou ought to be independent on à cht; but not 
on 10,000, people property Who ſent yo to para- 
ment on purpoſe'ts do their bufitiefs.] © When 1 differ 
1 ? from your lentiments, 1 alt do it with great reluo. 
f o | 1 _ 
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deore cannot be. ents do nen bear the dg and chens 7 5 


ſtituents. to f 
_ informi h 4 
ring in the cour of the dchate) intends 
| vote ſo, r ſo. IF they allow N is well. * 5 
| ho votes comrary to Heir direction, , though, he means = 
their real intereſt, he only ſhews himſelf a 
| Duck agent, who "urs act won: to . own opi- 
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mem mbers h aye to if, and to wake! ws, can it he con- 
ceived, that the e ectors gave this an to on n 
$&plunder bende: 
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members of the Houſe'of . "are" not 


Ik the m | 
obliged to regard "the" Inttrücttone 'of "theix 
ents; the people of this country Hufe 4 
every ſeveii'yedrs; und Are u per 
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2 throne, or - filled a kingdom with a . 
bloodſhed, As a friend to human nature, I cannot 
help declaring my opinion, that had he been guilty of 
no crime beſides his offering the Scotch army a bribe of 
Four ner, and the plunder of London, to invade Eng- 
| „ or had he been guilty of no inſtance. of tyranny | 
3 his fighting and A his ſuhjects about 
his over · trained prerogative——had he had as many 
heads as the Lernean hydra, he ought to have loſt them op 
all. Nor can I, in reading judge Blackflne's Com- 
mentaties, help lamentiag, that a, writer, whoſe ad- 
mirable work will be read. as long as England, its laws, = 
and language remain, ſhould be ſo ſparingly tinQured 
with the true and generous principles of liberty, on 
the ſupport and e of e the wh of th 
n _ n 5 19 
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_ The Denial of, Reſponſbility is a novel Demi, 


1 doctrine 0 much en FEY by our 
ſpeech-makers and courtly writers, that mem- 
bers of parliament are not obliged to regard the inſtrur - 
tions of their conſtituents, is a mere innovation. In 
former times their receiving wages ſuppoſed an obli- 
| gation' to do the 'buſineſs of thoſe who paid them, 
- _  and'that they were to do it in the manner their em» 
1 ployers choſe it ſhould be done. And their oonſtant 
; language in the houſe is, © We dere not grant any 
i mere ſubſidies; Who NG us hither? Whoſe dl. 
„ i ee Wenn, 
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ee Wat. 1 the ru of England fog; 
* this? Kc. n 
The e Mature of the e of comes 0 
6 changed, (ſays the duke of Buckingham in the houſe 
of peers,. J. D, 1677.) '* They do not now think 
« they are. an aſſembiy of men, chat are to return „ 
their own homes, and bechme private men gain 
(348 by the laws of the land and conſtitution of par- 
6 liaments, they ought” to be) but look upon themſelves 
* as; anding ſenate,” as men picked out n de. 

« lators for the reſt of their %, 00 

i ot Irs ſhewed themſelyes to be-conAitumts 
by. e and incapacſtating their mm- 
they acted contrary to their, intention. 

| poet. fined 201, a large ſum in thoſe days *, . 
Our members are our maſters, and inſiſt ons didlata- 
rial independency on us for 7 years, and to give no 
account of their conduct at the 7 years end, bor 
have we any power oyer them, but that of not re- 
electing them to a new parliament, if they have bb 
us in the laſt, Nay, the majority of the 
command theif on election, and fig in parliamegt, 
the port, Aa i dag we arg a, free 
Wall cnay the neighbouring nations admire . 
riouma ſyſtem. A Foo „eee e 6-4 12 7 | 
The [abbi.-Roynel * thinks, the ,antient guſtom 

dhe kinga giving out, in the ſummonſes to parliam af £5 

the buſineſa, for which it was te meet, Was very uſe- [ 22 
ful, . becauſe the conſtituents culd then inſtru * 7 6 | 
- members how, ta vote ; whereas, pow, ſays. he, the 


t people are n to give their repreſentatives, wi: 5 
. ee ini ae uſe as they : "i 9 5 0 
Sg q | $ Proper, 55 | P 
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proper, "The bee beg a out gf tiny Eau, 
It, ſupplies, 15 658 hag bi 1 5 7 10 con- 


Nituents *, Ih i bro bad Ji! ere] o no men- | 
nog of the'd 1 dare (5 WT 7 Via that might | 
WT roy pmmened, Wpleh might come. 
prepared | wi bene from their aint. The 
commons d not preſums to grant Edu, III. an | 
tax, till hey HUI their, cofituents,", ,1T be com- 
mons, in the time of 1, Righ. M. being deſired, to grant 
a ſubſidy, ſoon after Tyler's inſustactian, unſyetad. 
Wa reaſono f the d evil beats\ and cancour, of tha 
people throujfbout the whole:realng they neither 
durſt, nor would grant any. manner of. oY 4 
Hero i ſenſe of th fr Iponſibihiy to the peaph 
rated properly, El/ynge ſays, When the' 3 


gabe their auſwertoucking? the ſubſilly demanded for 


: 22 wats) they deſired leave to returninto->the>coun- 
to cohfer with their ightdarg promiſing! their 
8 dur fav the fame/at:necbipactidmenty? m | | 
e Sethe of (our priviciþal\aw<bogks'tell us, chat in i 
_< antione times; thiß frouſe: habcoften vrefuſed tp ugtee 
© 65" fopoſftins= malle by uche tear fbÞi this reaſun 
e, That thicy: couefnot}odiNiehep wine Home, 
© und eat With thei? coHNltherits. 20 The? werds of 
MP Plantmtf's fybecty ol 'the t6tiort fore pdulmg the 
tenlind ag! HDD A/ 24l8ſ-noitulxs dt 510m ory 
© We ſhi} hae this Alan for our tboury/ When 
e ge home, Mid indie rbl If thb; debate in 
parlament Abontba Naving chaufe In the petitlon f 
right fl. In'thbfe day, the mbim bete confidered hüt 
thanks they were likefy gon ages nn 
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can antient uſage; übst members haue conſulted * N | 
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cu members make conſcience of carrying ·0 aden 


The ui et nnn. nnn mmone 
© deſired certain lords to confer with them about their 
„ tharge * In thoſe days the commons e 
bad a charge, for hieb they were anfwtrable, A 
Our conſtant practice {ſince A. D. 1681.) of print 
108 the votes of the houſe of common in an acknows' 
ledgment of the importance of the Pbeple, and the 
propriety of giving them ſatiefacòt ien. Tbe gef 4 
of firſt publiſhing the votes. was the exclufion-bill yo 2 
The commons in the time of l L. directed 
judges to inform the people in all the counties! t 
ſhould come into in their cjrcuits, thut they 4 
mont) had aboliſhed, ot regulated all the oppredive 
courts, &c. This ſhews, that the commons of choſe 
times thought themſelves reſponſibl- 7. 5 n ö ar Ft 
Lord Djgby,' member for Donſar, and Jir J. Colts 
paper, from Kent, infotm the houſes 4. H. 1640 
that they had in charge. ſeven articles wf grievancesy. 
to which they add ſome. remarks\of theit own d. Do 


the complaints of their conſtituents, FRY over 
The following phraſes in Cronye!'s ſan monſes, to 


 theriffs for parliament elections, usw that reſpans | 
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© to their deputies, matters would. probably have gone 
better in parliament than they have often done.. 37 0 
That ſtern old patriot, in his XILIVcʒ ſect. avere q 
throws the doctrine of abſolute power delegated to the 
_— of the houſe; af commons by their — 6 
He conſiders members of parliament as the 
| 9 of the public. I take, ſays he, what ſfer=: 
< vant I pleaſe, and when. I have taken him, I muſt, 
0 according to this doctrine, ſuffer him to do _ 
© he pleaſes. But from whence ſhould this neceſlity. | 
© ariſe? Why may I not take one to be my groe 5 
© another to be my cook, and keep them both to . 
« offices, for which. I, took. them? And if I, am free, 
in my private capacity, to regulate my partioular 
© affairs according to my own diſcretion, and n 
1 each ſervant his proper work, Why have not I, 
6 | « with my, aſſociates the freemen of England, - the like, 
| © liberty of directing and limiting, the powers of 8 f 
4 ſervants we employ. in gur public: affairs 1 Ye 45 1 
Milton and Locke: bring very. fi atial-.ar * 
for calling even ings, with all their acred = jo ig 
their jure divine, and their impeccability (kings nay" 
135 do no wrong) to account, if they gov 17, nh 
| ner. inconſiſtent . with the good of the peoples... | 
much more lords, or commons, who have never even. 
challenged: to. themſelves any divine attributes ? am. 
I. owned himſelf to be the great ſervant of the ſtate. . 25 5 
Who, ſays Locle, ſhall be judge, whether. | 
+ truſtee, or his deputy”. {are not membe ofthe! 
houſe of commons trigſtess and deputies. in the firifteſd.. 
ſenſe of the word '] acts well, and according to 
8 {mg truſt n in 0 e e err rene 
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And, mut, byikaving deputed him, have iſtill power 4 1 
« to diſcardhilhy-when be fails in his truſt ) IH i + 
« be: teaſon / in pditiod lar esſes of private men, wh 4 
« ſhould it ber wwife ir ener of the greateſt moment; 
« whetw ho wilfae Gf milkens ig cottcetned !!: 

hee qualificutions)of:1x member of -pacliamenty, 
acepitling-+oche (uuthe of an excellent trat pub- 
liſaad -in theubeginaning*6f. this century, | intituledy 
Raainons POR VWHNUND PARLIAMENTS, are ſenſes 


courage; and indiyrity, --By" ſenſe he means chief 
knowlodge/ of omar ec Beli (though, claſſi 


1 I ſolici- 
tatialtsJv plures;4 profermpnts, /thrwity, ” cabala, Nr. 
| Dope ority's 
| bubttathe;nation;c Me mn wüght to bel chen that 3 
wilk nog ve ce HU, bee ane ne gpunties 9 
anch ov nat; do ger. underſtand the „ % 
ccd 10.) give. gener, inſtegiofs. if 

« YawlBave:anig/tdo lnfleuch your Membern Tres 
© the» euſlom: formeriyl ao, infant Ml «tl "= 
ande nature: ok deputativn: ewe“ that wwe eul⸗ 
tom as well grenaded_ fg way ri. 
17% Men the pebple webdhot;- e K ing ned 
conſetiuanti not ſa well quali fled r inſtrusting as „ 
now wt Ha inſiſta, that garllameng de inſteucted td pro- 
mots za gnilitia,, anduto Encourdge thei bfſereffirelocks 
among dhe hopul ace to-increaſethe b reduce B 
our wars to naval wholly, LL Lot 25 
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Iris the duty of every ſovereign to pay the moſt pro- 


© refuſe giving ſatisfaftion to the people, the people 
will begin to refuſe” putting any confidence in par- 


I have met, ſays queen Anne, with ſo many er- 
© preflions of joy and ſatisfaction in all the counties 
* through which I have had occaſion/to paſs, that 1 
© cannot but look upon them, as true meaſures of the 
© duty and affection of all my ſubjects . Queen Anne 
chought the ſenſe of the people might be collected 
etherwiſe than from parliamenn. The commons an- 
ſwered, '* It is great condeſcenſion in your majeſty to 
take notice in ſo public a manner of the expreſſions 
® of joy and ſatisfaction, & c. Thus we ſpoil our 
kings and queens. It was not the 1 condeſcenſion. 


the moſt ſacrad attention to the ſenſe of the pe- 
ple for whoſe benefit alone he is endowed with power. 

© The collectors of the debates of the commons hold 
ĩt ts be ſcarce a diſputable point, © Whether the repre- - 
© ſentatives of a people are accountable to their con- 
« ſtituents, or whether it ought to be deemed an offetice 
to lay the — hero nde benen 
thboſe whom they repreſent ©,” ag 

1 hope, your indulgerice to an old ſerver will 
« prin this omiſſion; | ſays Mr. Cooke,” member for 
Middleſex, in his addreſs to the electors, March 26, 
1768. What fort of a ſervant n hs r A 
not reſponſible to his maſter N 

If parliament” (ſays Sir J. B. Fin the debate 
on the convention, A. D. 1739.) * ſhould begin to 


S 


< liaments; and if this ſhould ever come to be the 
© cafe, they [parliaments] not only may, but they 


N e e Wenne eee 
j n 'C 
a Wow: x 
d Ibid. 204. ; = © Ibid. 1. Bb © 
7 | | | 
1 
A e e mam 1 „ | TY \ OY K. 3 


„e of: — ricaived i hlepar ia 
« it did at the ſeeming approbation of the convention 
in laſt ſeſſions of parliament; and if we: ſhowld- in 


« this ſo far ſoreen the cantrivers of that conventiom as r 4 
© to. refuſe. to let · the profile: know whether they were . 


© to blame or not; I ſay, if we ſhould, qp\this n 


that the chief argument advanced taſt year in fa * 


© of that convention appears to have been without nun- 
5 dation, it will, I fear, he a mortal blow... 
Wie find in our hiſtories: nothing more ſtequent 
n inſtructions from conſtituent bodies to their 
3 in parliament, which ſhews, that the 
people (whoſe: opinion, indeed, in modern times, is 
little regarded by their governors, whereas it ought 
to be followed implicitiylo think they have a' right. ta 
inſtruct, and that their repreſentatives oh Vn 
| their. jnftraftions, nodal qi. 3:51 af ark F; : 
The city of e to her mem 
Ke 33 Cb. II. requiring. them to inſiſt on the bac. 
ſing of che ex cluſionr bill. And Sir Rob. Clans gave 
it as one reaſon in his h on that occaſion, i 


7 his duty to his electors. obliged him to vote for the bill 
ns many places, it was given, as an infirudtion to 
*. members: at the election in 1681] to ſtick to the 
2 And ſee the judicious inſtructions by 
| the / borough f Coubmiart, A. D. 1702, on an the 
treachery of the French.king *, Many places inſtructed 
their members, A. D. 1714; particularly:Londen... We 


— 


5 
2 * + 


175 


eee expect that you will rs rage 1-47 


8 &e. I Sane ny 


* 


r {is eee 0 Wo 65.1729 O7 ih 4h. Lee 
* 


, 1 ; k 
bo #344 * 8 i — 1 98 TIES * a * 4 nn 


a ag 1 x7. 376. | 1 b Wid. XIV. * 
* Burn. His r. o] · k Truns, 11. 125 AN 
1 Tind, ConTipe. Is * 3 »Ibid. 1. 46. 


7 * 


See che a Jeden inſtructions * by-chs 

citiaens of London to their members, A. D. 1741; 
2 ing armies ; extenſion of exciſe laws; ſep- 
aments ; placemen in the houſe of com- 


monies; cautioning againſt a diſho- 
"nou rable 2 Spain, &c. The preamble runs 


as follows; = the citizens of London who have 


© cheerfully elected you to ſerve us in parliament, and 
© thereby committed to your ri the ſafety, liberty, 


* property, and privileges of ourſelves and poſterity, 


think it our duty, as it is our undoubted rigbi, to 


© acquaint you with what we. deſire and expe/7 from 


C you in diſcharge of the great uf we repoſe in you, 
* and what we take males your eee as our r repteſenu. 


mending ſtrict enquiry. into the expen- 


$ tiyes,” bre.“ LET 3 


There were ſent up e _ at parts, in 
che fame year, for àn effeQual place and beate l, 
and for ſhort parliaments, and apainſt a ſtanding army, 
and all — OR w_ which taxes” dy 
<creaſed-?; 7060-26 .31 

In the ye 8 the lord e 5 orporation 
of London in/irudted their members © (on occaſion a 
diſappointment from ſome pretended patriots):tequir- 
ing their faithful attention to the proſecution of what- 
ever might give. hopes of. redreſs. Theſe inſtructiome 
were followed by others to the ſame purpoſe from 
. Wiftminfter, Brill, Edinbarghs * Ele, — 
other places: be Hin pſy. 

The city abends; ene their ee eee 


4. D. I 769, to endeavour to prevent all attempts to 


an tte ee "s A xn; , — api. —— 3 n the 


* * ahh 
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* 
1 1 ** FT Ps of 5:5 Þ 


Dx. Cn. kin. F 
b See the biſtories of the times. 1 | 
6 Des, Com, XIV. 2. „ 


2 


cu l. ps ITE | 
' the difadyantage' of tryal by. zn —— 
obſervance of the Haheas Corpus act 3 the application - 
of the public. money to bribery or 0 
oppoſe the dangerous doctrine of conſtruQive zetaſans] 
the garbling of petitions, and turning them into accu - 
ſations; the uſe of military force on pretence of keeps 
ing the peace; to oppoſe the indiſeriminate demands 
of miniſters on pretence of paying civil liſt debts ; tõ 
promote an effectual plaee- bill; to propoſe laws fot 


preventing the influence of | peers in elections, and fot 


- Ring the candidate, as well as the elector, to the 
ry-oath; and to endeavour to obtain _ pars 
lament ad econ by alt, ge., 1oringa ] 
The inſtructions of your conflituents' (ays a ſenſible 
writer 5% you ſhould always be ready to obey. But 
«you have inyerted the maxim of the Goſpel, and 
© made! the ſervants greater than their maſters. Youz 
5 who; are only - deputies and Jactors, have uſurped 2 
power not only ſuperior to your crramri but 


deſtructiye of the very rights, by which they exiſt 


© as freemen, and by which you yourſelves exiſt as 
© repreſentatives," In che gulf of your privilege ou 

© have ſwallowed up the hirthright. of the, peaple, 
_ © who! are ultimately paramount to all the threr 
branches of the legiſlature. [Of as, much. more 
| conſequeneey he might have laid, ( Lo 


ing fork 
ference in property) as 12 millions are morg in 94 +; 


ber than J0o'individuals, ] Had you been as tenagious 


« of. your duty, as of your interg, you would have frſt | 


c. provided for the ſafety of the people's. rights, and 
then entered en . ol N n 


by vilege.._ 
1 — 1 1 . 2 
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ow had: a proper notion of inſtructions, vis." That 
they are to be followed implicitly, after the member 


lin late lord mayor of + cake ale 2 o 


has reſpectfully given his conſtituents his opinion of 
them. Far be it from me, ſays he, to oppoſe my 
judgment to that of 6000 of my fellow citizens 

I ever thought myſelf: happy (ſays Sir Ellis Cun- 


life, - in his letter to the mayor of Liverpool) in 


© obeying all the commands of my conflituents, whether 


s of a public or private nature; deſiring, on account 


of illneſs, to be excuſed mn _ e an 
ment.] 1 1 nde 
I cannot think it conſiſtent with ids * 


e dignity of this houſe,” (ſays Mr. Plumer in the debate 


on the Spaniſh war, A. D. 1738.) © to give people with- 
© out doors any ſhadow of reaſon for ſuſpecting, that 
the reſolutions of this houſe are dictated by our 
5 miniſters of ſtate; for, in all our reſolutlons, we 

ought to ſpeak our own' ſenſe, the ſenſe of thoſe vr 


© repreſent, the ſenſe of the —_ and not the fonſe 


of n rr. OT Ann 1 On 
„When king William, A. D. IR refuſed he royal 
aſſent to the famous bill for free and impartial proceed- 
ings in parliament, the commons remonſtrated, and 


the committee propoſed, among other patticulars, to 


addreſs: the following to his majeſty : © We beg, Sir, 
you will be pleaſed to conſider us as ANSWERABLE 
< — * THO8E WE REPRESENT. And it is from your 

iieſs we muſt expect arguments to ſoften to them 


5 5 fome meaſure the neceflary hardſhips they 10 
| forced to e in this * b had ** 


1 4 
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* Ibid. 1767. P- 308, 5 | 


r 3 Fs 
Fl 45 4 24 Nr 
PEB. COM, x. 23% . Ibid. 11. 432. 


nn | prrqpisITIONs 


6. FRY - os" . 
e CHAP. I. eee 
; Amen for Reſponſibility of aue. | 
: | People. b 


* the debate upon the motion for 1 tho 
ſeptennial act, J. D. 1734, Sir N. Wyndbam ; 
oppoſed Sir V. Younge, who had nn to 5 KY 
depreciate the neceſſity of reſponſibilit 7. 
The gentleman ¶ meaning Sir Wilkam] ſaid, hat 2 
© we were to have no dependence upon our. conflituents 3 i) 
went further; he ſaid it was a dangerous depen» 
2 nay, he went further ſtill, and ſaid it was 
more dangerous than a dependance: on the .crown. 
This my worthy friend took notice of, and, with 
his uſual modeſty, called it a new doqtrine. It ia, 
ne a new doctrine, but is the moſt mon. 
ſtrous, the moſt flayiſh dockfine was ever heard ; and 
© ſuch a doctrine as I hope no man will ever dare to 
ſupport within theſe walls. I am perſuaded, Sir, 
< the learned gentleman did not mean what the words 
© he: happened to make uſe of may ſeem to import; for 
-6 though the people of a county, eity, or borough, 
6 may de miſled; and may be induced to give inſtrue- 
© tions which are contrary to the true intereſt of their 
country, yet 1 hope he will allow, that in 
© paſt the cræum has been eftener miſled; and 
© quently we muſt conclude that it is more apt to be 
c WL ee ne OE BP ; 
* pleto be“. * v N #1 
Though it ſhould beet. dee nemideref; ware \ 
liament is not reſponſible to his:own conſtituents, yet 
_—_— to aſſert, that all the members may 
n . ſttanqe of te ce, in 
5 _evea2e21 1 0 4 7 ENS " England 
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| England to ſame purpoſe, In that ik @ FA mem. 
bers could not be ſaid to be repreſentatives of the people 
of England, but muſt be conſidered as a ſet of abſolute, 
deſpots, acting for their on private -intereſt, But 
this is inconſiſtent with the very. idea of election, or o 
| Weegated power. And if one member is not reſpec 
ble, neither is another. If one is reſponſible, all are, i 
If revol ution · principles are juſtifiable, that is, if the 
people may take the power out of the hands of a king, or 
government, when. they abuſe it, it follows, that'the 
king and government are in all caſes reſponſible'to the 
people, and that a majority of the people can at any time 
change the government. This is not denying the danger 
and trouble of revolutions, nor the difficulty of deter- | 
mining what is the ſenſe of the majority of the people. 
But if members of parliament are not obliged to regard 
inſtructions from their conſtituents, what is to becomes 
of a poor town, or country- place, unable to bear a tax 
no way grievous to other wealthier places? The houſe 
receives no petitions upon money-bills; becauſe, every 
place either ſends a member or members of its own, 
or is repreſented by the county- members. But, if the 
Houſe: is neither to be informed by petition! nor by in- 
- firuftion, how is it to be informed ? This Teayes:m | 
open door for the moſt cruel: oppreſſioon. 
Lord Cale ſays, It is the cuſtom) of 1 
0 < when any new device i is moved for in parliament on 
© the king's behalf for his aid, or the like, [as a little 
demand of half a million to pay civil- liſt debts] : that 
© the commons may anſwer, They dare not agree to it 
© without' conference with their countries.” He gives 
an inſtance of this: g Hdw. III. which is applied by 
Mr. Pulteney in the debate on the exciſe-ſcheme, 
A. D. 1733. And Mr. Pulteney adds; that the ab- 
horrence ſhewn by the — that ſcheme, was 
= nl ſufficient * r 2 855 


— 


#* 


2 ee reſponſidilityor a 2 


and men, that they come into the houſe by the free and 
uninfluenced choice of a true majority of thoſe; h by 
law have the right of choice; and that they will; in alt 
* votes, faithfully and zealouſſy purſue 
their country's good, in ſpite of all temptation to the 


contrary. The moſt incorrupt parliament ought not 


to refuſe giving their conſtituents- all the ſeeurity ii 
their power. An honeſt man does not refuſe to give 
his bond. The moſt virtuous are the moſt deſitous 


of avoiding ſuſpicion, and the moſt Wann "about 


ſanding in a clear light before the world. 


No ſingle man, or ſet of men, S pol ri 


with power without account to the people, the eo 


proprietors of power. There is not upon 
(fays the excellent Gordon) a nation, which having 


had unaceountable magiſtrates, has not felt them to 


c be crying and conſuming miſchiefs. In truth; where 
they are moſt limited, it has been often as much as 


« a whole people could do to reſtrain them to their 


' © truſt, and to keep them from violence; and ſuch” fre- 


« quently has been their propenſity to be lawleſs, that 
© nothing but a violent death could cure them of their 
violence. This evil has its root in human nature ; 


men will never think they have enough, whilſt they 


c can take more; nor be conteat with a part, when 

"they Fun ſeize the whole | 
The hiſtory of "mankind for two or ae thouſand 

years backwards (which is as far backwards hiffory 


Boes) 3 upon this mn Ts more dan - 
Eervus 
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Carols LzTr. 113. 77 


1 meld think it reaſonable and proper to demand a5 
oath of the members at their taking — mel 
the uſual oaths; I mean an oath of fidelity to their 
conſtituents, by which they ſhould declare before God © 4 
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gerous than — without reſponſibility... But the 
ſpecies reſembles an individual. As the father's pe- 
rience does not make the ſox wiſer, ſo neither does the 
| hiſtory of the ſufferings of former generations teach 
the ſucceeding to ſecure themſelves 6+ 66 ieee 
of unaccountable power. E . 
When we elect perſons to agen 1 in ee 


© ment {ſays a judicious writer *) we muſt not be ſup=: * 


< poſed to depart from the ſmalleſt right which we 
© have depoſited with them. We make a lodgment, not 
< a gift; we entruſt, but part with nothing. And, 
© were it poſſible, that they ſhould attempt to deſtroy: 
« that conſtitution which we had appointed them to 
< maintain, they can no more be held in the rank of 
« repreſentatives than a factor, turned pirate, can con- 
E tinue to be called the factor of thoſe merchants whoſe 
© goods he had plundered, and whoſe confidence he had 
© betrayed. The men, whom we thus depute to 
< parliament, are not the bare likeneſs or reflexion of 
© us their conſtituents; 3- they actually contain our 
© potuers and privileges, and are, as it were, the very 
c perſons of the people they repreſent. We are the 
© parliament in them; we ſpeak and act by them. 
We have, therefore, a right to now what they are ſaying. 
© and doing · And ſhould they contradiẽt our ſenſe, or 
© ſwerve from our intereſts, we have a right to remon- 
© ſtrate, inform, and direct them. By which means, 
© we. become the regulators of our own conduct, and 
£c the inftitutors of our own laws, and nothing me 
c can be done but by our authority and A | 
The tyranny of the Zaft India governors b, Shae 
account of the diſtance. of their ſituation from the ſeat 
of government, think themſelves 3 ina e outs of 

| "7" "AED Mac. or 1 33. 5 
þ Mop. Univ, 7. Ne "ne | 2 


8 without reſponſibility,” 1s 7 ; a FOLLY 2 21 a8 45; 175 
A . putida] — 
for one night a diſcretionary power to the conſtables 


to apprehend and ſecure all ſtreet- walking women. 


What was the conſequence? Thoſe imperious brutes 
took up a number of induſtrious waſher· women going 


to their buſineſs before day- light, crammed them into 


a place of confinement like the black hole at Calcutta, 
in which one, or more, . G58 6 eee 
found dead next morning 1 


1 —. Britiſþ houſe of e the poopld : 
above half a million to pay court-debts, A. D. 1773, 


at the ſame time examining with great ſeverity into the 
Plunderings committed in Afia by the Eaft India com- 
pany's ſervants; the accuſers and the accuſed alike 
guilty, becauſe alike- ſecure, as they imagined, fromm 
queſtion.” Thus the poet of nature repreſents lady 
Macbeth encouraging her huſband to murder his ſove- 
reign under his own roof, by the conſideration,” that 
ping body who dared to call them to account. 
In other countries, we ſind a connexion heb? be- 

tween repreſentation and reſponſibility.” ante, 

The tribunes of the people, in benen Pa 
Fe e ene of Rome, had no will of their own. 


They were the mere ſpeaking-trumpet of the people, .. 


And had the people been regularly formed into dis- 


tricts, in ſuch manner as to prevent the corrupt popu- 
| Jace of that great cit) ty from carrying every e 


mobbing, all would + fr been well. 
The. deputies from the wiſe cantons. to. the gene- 


ral diet, receive inſtructions from their conſtituents, 


and think themſelves : ig to Nour. * . 7 
The 
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N wk orie . Bidkily, | 
The procuradores, or members for Caſtila, in the 
corte held at Madrid, in the beginning of Charlei V. 
excuſed. themſelves from granting the ſupplies he de- 
ſired, becauſe they had received no orders from their 
tonſtituents; and afterwards. receiving n orders 
Eo not to do it, they gave Charles a flat denial. - | 
5 The ſame was the cuſtom in France, ee 
1 | country was enſlaved. The general aſſemblies being 
laid aſide, the ſame cuſtom is ſtill [latter end of the 
17th century] uſed in the leſſer aſſemblies of the ſtates 
in Languedoc and Bretagne. The ſame is obſerved by 
the deputies of the cities of Germany to the diet. 
The deputies or members of the parliament of Paris, 
ben, all France was like to be ruined by the confu- 
ſions in the minority. of Leuis XIV. were afraid to 
ſign a compromiſe for reſtoring the public quiet, leſt 
their con/tituents ſhould not approve of the terms . : 
Our deputies are not afraid to approve the meaſures 
of the court,. though they know them 70 hes beat. 
cration of their conſlitunts. by 
Before the people of Ireland 0 A . 8 
of the time of their parliaments, they inſtructed. their 
members, and many places went ſo far as to demand 
of them, before election, an 1 _ they” ane 
vote for the meaſur e. ; 
The deputies ſent- by each of the; United Proviaices 
tothe States General are reſponſible only to the reſpee- 
tive provinces which ſend them, and not to the States 
General“. In eee ee not hald 


9 Srarn Tracts, Tine of K. Wall” un, 265. 
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— to their ene hats 
houſe, and the hauſe to the prime miniſfer. Thus the, - 
people, who/ought to be all, ar6cnething. The ſaga«/ 
cious "Ditch" have gui ' againſt» the danger of 
lodging too irreſponſible à power in the bande df 
their ſupreme affetably, or giving their deputies legve 3 
to ſell them. The States General cannot, without | 
the unanimous' conſent of all the provinces (who are 
too numerous” to be bribed)" make peace, nor War 
nor raiſe troops, nor make laws: affecting the Whole 
republic. Nor can they repeal an antient ſtatutè or 
regulation, nor elect a ſtadtholder, otherwiſe than at 
the riſque of their heads, which they accordingly! 
hazarded for the public good, 4. D. 1668, when, -t@ . 
check the growing power of Lewis XIV. at the in- 
ſtance of Sir V. Temple, they ſigned the triple alliance, 
and elected the prince of Orange — through 
fear of danger from ſlo counſels (1g Þ 
The people of New England 2 up the right ,of wy A 
inflru@ting their members? Net- be d ef” 1 1 |, | 
| ban l ant Lis 0. rd 4224032 8 7 "HY 
een Hand ods ig [noo gr 5/3 0nd by 
mere covirentn N Foal noize HN 
ue Privilleges aſſumed y the Honſt 
f Commons, e eee Repre-* 
' ſentation, and” 200, Jong Parlia en e 7 


al + n ar 
N conſequenee of che inadequste Atte of parlix-x q 
mentary repreſentation, the houſe of | comihans | "4 
ht una fucks ſiting over its conſtituents | | 1 
(and indeefl, the burgeſſes of the meaner borougha, * 
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i arc capable of — or of babe 
that, deſpiſing the thought of being anſwerable to 
chem, they arrogate; certails privileges aver (granted, 
vy che people, and aſſume the power of protect 
ning, excluding, expelling their own members, of de-? 
eiding their own cauſes, proſecuting; arreſting; ime, 
priſoning, reprimanding, and fining their employers. 
at their arbitrary pleaſure, and according to I know; 
= not what lex et conſuetudo . tramples 
on Magna Charts, and the Bill of Rights. 
Sir William Jones indeed argues Krongly, that the 
law of parliament is the law of the land. But m 
the proſecution of Clarendon , it being uncertain at 
firſt, which way they ſhould proceed, precedents wers 
ſearched, and Sir Thomas Littleton reported, that the 
committee had found . various proceedings in different 
* 1 nn is en che . ere yay” : 
mei? 155 4 4 | 
tk veins oo w Ed is N 
dious, and odious to the people. Whoever wanted 
to excite the Roman people againſt the ſenate, never 
failed to mention the law forbidding marriage between 
e patricians and plebeians, Even where privilege-is 
beſtowed in conſequence of merit, it is but awkwardly 
brooked. Why muſt Ariftides be honoured, with 
© the title of The Juſt, more than others? faid the 
Athenian, and voted his baniſhment on that account v. 
All privilege i is a nuiſance, whoſe extent is unknown; 
becauſe the ſubje& is thereby in danger of falling into 
ner But it has een e 


| — | — 
5 1 8 Des Com. 1. 104. TH 
Flut. in Axisr. Core. M. i ted. © 


* 1 


4 7 4 
Bo OSS WEE ere Ihe —* * pe * NY” 
* ” 2 5 . 2 


* 
TEM 1 F — 


Va l 
8 
4 


Chap. TV. DISQUISITIONS. - 


keep the extent of parliamentary Privilege, 8 7 


royal, miniſterial power, Ce. profound ſecrets. Theſe 
are the arcana imperii, in Engliſhs tricks of ſtate. But 
does the concealment of what may be dangerous to the 
people, ſhew, in government, à paternal tenderneſs or 
the people ? And is that goxe t any thing hetter . 
than a tyranny, which ſhews, a want of paternal ten · 
derneſs for the people? The truth is, our miniſters. 
chuſe to ſecure a ſmall convenience to 3 
convenience of keeping the pec rin fear of them) zhot - 
at the riſque of great loſs to.the ſubjects.. 
'« I would wiſh (ſays Fomes I. n 
« 16090 that the law were written in our, vulgar 
4 tongue, Every ſubject ought to underſtand the law, 
[and, among other laws, the parliament law} under 
s which: he lives that the excuſe of ; ignorance; may. be 


taken away from taſks Ae wor; conform cham: . 


« ſelves tone 0e ft Yo 
En contending for the privilege of parliament, fays 
« a writer on general warrants , I deſire to be, under- 
— © ſtood. to mean, not that inſolent abuſe of privilege, 
3 « nd. has made its name gdious,- and its Siffence 
dle; by which members of parliament, haye 
0 — A power of making themſelves judges in.their 
and avengers, of their own. an 


« « creditor, and p property, detained. from its tru ue inheri- | 
tor. 1 beg leave to mar End a diſtinction between the” \ 
© privit tive of parliament, defining 

« the one to be the exerciſe of atyrannous. and oppreſſive 

| « juriſdiQion o over r the reſt of the ae the other to 
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* © conſiſt in that prorictibn which ſecures the repreſen- 
© tatives of the people from the power” of tlie crown. 


„On keeping thb petites "fitted und inviolies' do. 
= ©/ pends the freedom of parliament, and of nnen 


wee being of vuroditiib, pul GO Wont, 


Tue ouly WR df pOiNditary HV feds atrhft; 


\ to prevetit*n rr, of” Co SAR Irhi- 
priſoning, on pretence>df/debB"broUifreMing;) ſueh 
members #9 opp OE thiir' rricaſtites Bat chis night 
have been ſuffefefftfy Provided'agairit; Without car- 
rying privilege t fuch aft Unreafohabfe length, that 
chere ſhould be 10 rin of the yen "When 1 wenber, 
and his dependefts, mould be obVifet "to pay their 
debts. 2234210. N 109 +- ; gens WAL + FL. 200 8 * 
It is well. beg by ran eminent lawyer id" his 
ſpeech in parkiauient That the privileges Gf tub em- 
bers of tlie houſe mie $ mi ght be gal e be thoſt 


of the people, if the members of 800 ul bf tommôn 


had no iter eſt different from that of chb People, 1which 
* affirms," is the very coftraty of e trüb... N 
Mark, how'ſubliine'the ftyle fethe fölld wing. 
| © Reſolved (by the commons, A. br ker BN 
e affert; that the houfe '6f Cömtförs Have H power of 
« commithsent, but ör their Gf Werhbers!" tends to 
© the ſubterſion"df the conſtitütion of tue boi of 
© commons. % 03.342: 407 1 2 39% 3 11403 num 
We Will allow) the hou N Tony 60 Lade Huch 
Bigben Powers. „But let _— *powers =o 8 
of commons to nase. E. Every pu ny ny 5 ce 
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of the rights and privileges of eb che hoyſe cm- 
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behaviour of our triert and makes 
to call them to account,, or to 1 whether ib 
be ſaſe to rr. 
particularly. groſs; and nean-ſpirited in, Ropping,onr 
quiry-- It g}ways ſuggeſts: the idea-of (omen Which 
will hot bear enguiring into, +41 garernot. ſays the 
baſs old. philoſopher; there were 4, Window in 
my breaſt, that, any body might look in 

Fes fling, in my chooghts.%/ Felony, | -breagh of the 
peace op nA deprive.a 4 member of his privilege * + 
And the commo s lately Se ug privilege, in caſec 
ſeditigus Jibels... 1 8 we ſee, them, magrifying, privi- 
lege againſt the people, and Joweringgit un Frvile cm. 
Pladance 10, the churt 3 directiy cDnt fa what the 
ſpirit of liberty would dictate. * Fl 5 tat Er 
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liable for. debt, cl And the ſatne year, the peets 
gave Up thoſe lords; who! by teaſon of itheir-offences 
bad nbt liberty to ſit in pathtamentgoſto bi proſecuted 
by ſuits of lav, and likewiſe: cheir uttemdunta, ns if 1 
there were i deen 6; 08 li Ai Lan eee 
Privilege ee W is 
taken off, 4 P. 164% 1 n Ae . 
Thee lord inkyer;- een tome A 3 
26462 'conplaitie# ts parliatent; /thuriomany were 
ſufferers by prbtebtibn of privilege q they omplained 
of jealouſtes fomented beturcenparhiamont and city, 
and their mayor ſuſpended; "deſire chatrthe debts due 
by parlament to the eity may bei putin epurſemof pay- 
ment. The Lords anſwer with reaviackiionledg- 
ments of the important ſervices of zlie eity, which 
they promiſe never tes forget; and to do every 
thing in theif power for redremng the cbmplaints f 
the citizens, anf* partitularly of the lord mayor, of 
whom the) ſpeak very highty; Commons giye it a 
very cold reteption. Lubin His Maw4o1rs' calls 
the petitibh an inſolent àaddrefs, and the conirfions! 
ahſweng N declärgtiofh that” they: woalä Preserve their 
authority and not be dicxutedatol e eg M 
A ſtanding border of the houſe Was publiſhed, f H. ; 
7736 again members giving protections ET 10 Irs 
| 3 — D. 1678, put a ſtaplto All. pro- 
: ecki granted b members to any but menial ſer- 
vantz Actually in Nice. N Brent grievance by abuſe 
of reiß VIC TONE nd Sti bog. eee 
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parlia mentary” pri Ich, was:a' great: nuiſance, | 
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demand of. juſt de btsliſtom gar; tor ear, z. for the ſely, 
dons of parliament. being, prarogurd. from:.perigd to 
period,, che bole. year mound(was 8 tima of privilege. 
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The, Magazin: or; Jus 1c. ſays; +. n. 
©, were: ordered to heat and determine; alla com- 
ö plainta of {wrongful acta dune aby haz kinth queer 
bar their. children, and ſomos there apainſfiavhon 
F common right cannbt be hi; cerhere a 1 Theres 
ſore offendingi ſubjecta urch ta bs tries at h und mot 
buy parliament; It ie not hy pr of apprehending 
and impriſoning, hat the dignity of ee 
bs kept up, ( any more than the eredit of. ö 
fire: and. faggoti On the bontraty, \theſeovi ler 
neceſſarily bring. both into contempt, bocauſe they 
ſuppoſe, that they are not ſuſſejent for their oi up- | 
port iwithout-theſs;unhatural hop Letyenr rehgion 
de rational, and youre punlinment Mincoνt and 
they: will defy abufet Who even hend def li Vene · 
rable court eee now one 
of the Amiphidiyons, ſending ol | | 
to apprehend the writers of giamphlets/ ae 
It ſeems ſtrange, that u Fart ef the Güte Bud 
ſhew, ſo little reſpec for che dio as to Ati up ts cn 
unbnatun ard db reſolutions iaw'a: dettertrulo aß don 
eee chan the im ölen ite bf the 

whole. patliament. Met N often; ſenοth e doing o. 

Sir Francis Pemberton, judge: of: the-igourdcof King's 
bench, had ver- ruled a plea din urderrof the houſe 
of commons: A 89D arrtſting certain perſons, 

aud defended his .procteding j for that itdwas/accord- 
ing to Jaw * . Reſalved Tat therñõꝗ ments given by. 
Pemberton, ii Janes, Ker are illegal aritb a violation of 
the rights of narliament, and thut a bill. bercbrought in 
to reverſe thoſe judgments; other caſciofithe fame - 
kind relating to a judgment of: tht: coutt-of: kings 
bench on inſommatiun —_ — Neger the - 
1H. $4 n 


MX 


1 > * 4 4. 


. per- —_ I, 296. 215 * Dov. Con- n. 339. 


W" 2 3 < LS 


taken off of his bench in 
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judicial opinions. A knight of Cue u condemned 
for conſpiring the death. af theking's.ungle) An car 
of Narthumberland far giving lineriag 45 e many that 
they were thought a little army. woven ; 
| declared felony by" apy, previous Repu! * nee e 
The commons, however, made dad ws | 
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judges. and juries. J. Thęthouſę of common 
power to decide cqncerning proertp.cohow thens. he, 
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belongs torthe ding, the commons being of the 
lative only. A power in the Sf imprifoning = 
is, a mockery, he, tflinkeg of be. peeples liberty: 


| becauſe a free people ought to Be Jle ro n puniſu- 


mant, but in conſequence. of fonic apm Ratiding'law. 


Judges, and juſtices' of the peyes baue a power of 


impriſoning in conſequenes of: their being im powered 
by the: king to execute the laws, which the commons- 
are not. The commons have no:\nee of: u poer to 
puniſh, becauſe they may apply-to.therrecutire: When 


ever, a known law. is violated. {Evencthergoveraine 
dannat puniſh an offence againſt hirſaſali Tihe affander 


is tried and condemned by indyfferant cpreſongy; vin 


: luable } He ſays the!powsr,:ofyimprifoning was hut 
juſt. then aſſumgd hy the cm, and Rould nat plead, 
cuſtom, tot preſarint iu. h g fo Ne ”—_ 
hquſe of commqns, heſs)4 n pd great, miſe; 
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bear them out 4 Ayrthroteing:tho-conſtitution;n> The „ 1M 
conſtitutions, aojichange, the-coukitution, on eher 
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people falł inth the miſtakeg that whatever is right : 
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— reproſentatives what privileges ey pid 
limit aan, G 57 Wen 
Ts the calf beet as 4 te, Habs 
. comps bee del 
directors; 'when once eftabliſhes' "by the 
have power to do whatever * — 10 
re 


e eee 


we appointed. Nor NR eng | 
F 5 
proprietors, Nor can th 7055 
elected director, . 1 
2 
according to the laws of the company, and the powew 
originally repofed in them. Nor can chey alter any = 
Was fundempne!- in the confitativne . | 
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4 Herne mis. rated. cur; of: the hett e cons. 
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n Infortnario "pan. , nor ed againſt den 
% whe madd. Their right of impriſfoning any b. 
nde their own members, wus inquired inte, and it 
Midrand, 3 og leaps on 
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10 ö Aub — Ste 4 « Theuhops — 
S commons has no more power to adminiſter.an aach chan 
s:tojicut off a head, ſays Charles I., The poet of the 
3 being 1b churt of judinnture) to examibe Wit, 
was qurſtioned by, the lands, . B. 273m - 
Though the commons had always claimed that power; | 
\ vet it was A point fill in diſpute between the S 
bouſes. It was argued, that the cominons: had deles | 
gated that power to their comimittecs. Phat mbm- 
. bers, who. were juſtices of the peace, punld admigifter | 
the.oath. to the witneſſes, ſor Which thepe was pre! 
cedent. That that houſe, was a court of: rcuỹ,õjvt N 
0; ſuch they. certainly had a power to:admniniffer in 
oath, in any affair that came properly before. them 
But being umwilling to bave any diſpute with be 
lords, the debate Was dropped d. „There is no fam 
law, by: which a conflitutional power dis gen do be, 5 
houſe of commons to order à paper to be burnt, and 
the ſheriffs to. attend and ſte it done "That hey have 
aſſumed this JOE. from time immemorial, in un % 
doubted . ” 15 © tris 2622 ef 12 8880857 211 nA) 
2 It was reſolved: by the eee 5. 468g) 
| that Bailing by: the" court of king's beneh,” > perſons - 
= © committed. by this houſe, is crime,” for which the 
© adviſers may juſtly be excepted out of the een 
tion. The king's bench goes on, however, | 
19 year, bailing by Habra: Corpus, perſons ebnete 
tothe commons. The commons order the god 
g | of the Tower to bring before them ini cuſtody of thelt/ 
? | ROI eee 
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« Chaps IV. pisebis lions. 
bailed- before the warrant» could reach ten. Not: 1 5 


— hr nw candy 21. Lede fake 
cruelty.” Then ordered 4 Richordfon,. e, ob News. EE 
gate, e e ta Sis Prifvners . 1 

In the affair of the 


2 matt e 2» | 
be cognizable in the. courts of la. Why ſhould not nor . « 
all? © Why ſhould the houſe of commons concern — © 

; Wente mich. any. thing, but their great. objettr, . 
ir- [logiſlation, railing. ſupplies, and e jars | ? 
| the condud of miner, One thing 
| x rel | to this: affair, ike. That af the com: 


Op w_ with: their own buſineſs, and: leave- the” - | 
decilion- of Kiten. and tete ol, their. - 


enning to be judges in heir own cauſs,” and nike” R 
; 1 de r any, an, till ne comes. to- take I 
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Ae ie I fay, ee tint if this this was the = 


ler et conſuctuds parliamenti, there; would Fe Oppore, 
tunity for the reflections now ſo commonly gaſt upon 
our houſe of commons, as deciding elections. too daun 
in favour of the court vandidate, and as taking upon 
themſelves. 9 race Maintifs, zuck 5 5 N 
and juries.) 'L 3 JN Jy 11g *. + 
Judge Blackſtone, in vis ode of the unknown | 
and unlimited power and privileges of parliament a, | 
ſeems to forget, that the ſafety of the people limits all 
free governments. It is true that the people of Hug · 
land, not being accuſtomed, till latelys to apprehend = 
| danger from any quarter, but the throne \{ tyrangy havs' 
ing been an old trick among kings from Ninrod's time: 
down) have all along encouraged: and ſupported their 
parliamenits i in extending their power, as the only cure... 
bulwark againſt regal encroachments. But latrer ages | 
have taught us the neceſſity of looking out for ſecutity 
againſt parliamentary encroachments, And, the me- 
thod is not by leſſening the power of: purliamunt, hut) 
by leſſening the power of the court over the'parliamenit.. 
For a parliament is-not (as a king) naturally-lioſtile to 
liberty. If ever a parliament comes to oppaſe, lol i · 
jure the people, it muſt be in conſequence of an. 
_ tural influence acting i in it. Therefore our modern | 
male contents ſeem to be i in a. en purſuit. „Tg re- 


trench the power of their reprefe lat: Very, be . 
ing their own power. To break t KN corrupt way i 
8 Id 8 


| Auence of the court over their repreſentatives, 

gag | them tuh'their "repreſeritatives; Take bes 5 
court- infl uence, and the 558 will'of cbutfe pur ſue be 

| intereſt of” their” —_ a tiny other fet of” Bae = 
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men would do, becauſe 'their'twn will be involved in 
it, when they have no flach or peuftons to indemnify 
them. At the fate Tie it Canbot be denied," that 
for # hoüſfe of commofls, though cher ſo incprrüpt and 
uninfluenced by che coürt, ti be eber ptafplhg at ne 
privileges, and aſfuming few poet defeebditg From 
the dignity of repreſentatives. of the majeſty of \the | 
people of Britain, takingitupon themifſelvesithe' office of 
the juſtices; proſecuting/ {nipriſoningg and fining, a 
ſet of printers and bookſellers / depriving” the ſubject 
of his trial hy jury and employing their time in hunt- 
ing out mall offenders, whiterth&y Ahbuld be battling 
the gigantit enemies of liberty and: virtue, und plan- 
ning! nieaſures for making unborn mitlibis happy; it 
canrioti he denied Ihſay, that ſack: proceedings as 
| thoſe ate inſinitely Bonearhi the attention bf in houſe of 
commons, though it ſnould⸗be granted, thutgthe power 
of the /hbuſt of common, being ce powetiof the prople; 
oughto ut to be inis Allthings are lawful for 
them z but all things are not vapedione,v The trutli 
of the mutter in, That if our houſes'ofxommons Rad 
kept to aheir proper ſphere, we ſhould never have feere 
any libele>agdinſt them, nor any! pccfien for proſecut- 
ing, impriſoning, und fining; orb if there had}! we). 
courfscofi king's: bench and common pleas wee open. 
The-followitg pal 8 froth che Magazines The 
5 altümprient 85 due pose © of commons ap 


| 1 5 MOik och sse d 
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1 ae are in our „e ers "without the "ery 
i cification of any crime, or the execution of any wars 
6 rants ou” have voted a. r of * into 
ee ay), pPejriſen, 


« $ 


„ TOUTIOn me 


© priſon, and kept him cloſely Gufinel for wulle, ha, 
© months, to the irreparable injury, perhaps, of bim 
and his family. To aggravate thi erbelty or the 0E 
© cedure, they have even voted every body w offered 
to procure him the 1ealt t, an med bis 
country; and deemed it to the laſt degres unpate 
« donable, that he fliouſd Have F6eoUrſEto thoſe very 
« laws, for ſatisfaction, h oy they rene bai ü- 
_ © bliſhed for his redrvfs, © ivitege' ths an 
© by the houſe of ner leſs leß . 
© Jaws of this kingdom, thlam it is opp e 6G 
and nature: if then we are defirdus“ of reſtraitiſng 
« the ſervants of the rh froni the exettiſe f un 
4 arbitrary authority, whende cbtüks char have 
6 neyer endeavoured to reſtrain ou T oton immediate 
© ants from the exerciſe of a tyrann practiſed 4 ; 
_ © ſand times more frequinrly," 2 f nfifiitely Wire ac re- 
« plete with ſlavery and Aiftrustibn 47 902 pit 
« be ſaid, There is". irene the ni 
commons will reſigh part of th i 
What is this, but 'fa 225 or dhe auguft þ 
© jn queſtion, will nd pooh 3. x 
| © ficial to the cede ai 170 We e 2 


PE 


« What is it, but : ſaying, thy hat Jager | 
* to treat thoſe ver peo le as 4 b ee f 


« ſlaves, whoſe liberties they 5 te mo g : 
© defend. ? And what 4s. it but a ste i me 

© that they are the betete, a Vene to hi "very 
« national welfare, 1255 6 7 f profels 40 £4396 ie 15 4 


© cheriſh and befriend imam & big 


| Suppoſe a man nf og nel offended the che pride '2 
of the lndividuales who, happen e 45. 
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5 the is.t0,.try bim World not every body acknow- | 
5 ledge, it, wau! be, great ſeverity. to refuſe. him the 

liberty cf, Juen, to his jury ?, But ſuppoſe 
— ye men tog mmenge a proſecution againſt one ; 
and that, thaſe very indiyi duals are immediately, .in the- 


e ae, e reſentment, incloſed to paſs a ver- A 
determine of a puniſhment for an offence 


againſt them/alves. . Would this have the ſmalleſt ſem- 
blanee, of ulli? On the contrary, js it not the 
yery.defign. of law, to take out, of the hangs. of the 
offended, the, ty Tia and puniſhment. of the offenders, 
and hut it in to thoſe of indifferent perſonz? But, 
when either houſe of parliament, or a court of * juſtice 
puniſhes, for breach of privilege, or contempt of court, 
a * ended are the en and inflict the pu- 
110 ft 00 7678 

455 de, objected „ thet it is | beneath the dignity of 
t the ,nugul.,houſe of. commons to ſubmit their com- 
.plainta agginſt, thoſe, who have been guilty of breach 
1 ern to the deciſion of a-court of law | 

Rpvergig. himſelf mult do) let it be remem- 

dere 

1 1 


7 — L to t Re, the preſent r monſtrous Rate « of 
© {Robo Aten of 5000 {: a year, by fring 
the the hovſe 0 s £ 5 AY in conſequence of the vo 
4 AD ende ES a ſuperiority i in th 5 10 

ning he ag (Ne or has fate, 5 they had not 

15 n uld ſubmit to tho 

SP {ti yen 1 pe wg Lair the 255 
3 19 5 pb 45 or printer, or between . 
"ould; and. CE g e. . ted them b 

ron m by 

accuſing” them of corruption, r thould* be glad to 

5 Wöbelrt *6UNd\ 6 2 Heater ching chan he 

Has Aft done ift fübimitting to thoſe 10 e 
 Phether * ſhall fe * the na or not. 
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11 is the natural diſpoſition of mun, to overſtretch 
whatever power he gers inte his bands: Ir iv the 
ſame ineroaching diſpoſition)" that puts kings upon 
deciſion by arms, rather thin by arbitration, Which 
puts lords upon reſebting the! meſt falutary bills, 
which puts them and commons upon puniſhipg ſup- 
poſed offences againſt themſelves, and which puts 
inferior cBürts upon pumtming what they ea cor- 
tempt. And it is eaſy to find ſomewhat plauſible'to 
fay in*ipport of an unfuſt elaim But after ill is 
c ib Will Kill be trur; that s kings choofing/ the 
brutal. deciſion of arms, rather than the rationah'ohe 
of  arbitrationby al powede;"that'a\hotſe;bf lords 
or commons, taking - into'their "own Sande the'punith- 
ment of ſuppoſed offences againſt themſelves, inſtead of 
referring them to ni ftrem perſons; and a cburt of lay 
or juſtice pun hing whatever. it pleaſes to call contempt 
againt V, inſtead oF leaviig the mutter td & Jury 

of the ſuppoſed offender's peers, without which ever 
puniſhnzent is gulf there is no doubtz Tay, 
chat al füch pedcesdings as theſe are inconſiſtent; not 
only with quſtice and liberty, but with rruillauteũ und 
| polite, and" are the very evils complained of Ander 

ryrannical” Sbvernments; and among ſauagem not yt 
bed wf benen, — ee een 


I 


a 9 11 tog iat authority = u which. as" wer te 
ual laws 325 In 15 1 loa bel be 1 


4 
to any rul 9 Iman , ription, | but t there. are 


« eterni: "foles « of 5 1 adj ul die, right reaſon, and 
if 


8 
1 


; conſcience, ; and theſe are un Iterable, and never- to 


t be ſwerved from.“ Wort s of Sir Gadfrey Copl 
concerning the 'houſe, « of commons trying Tir Jo 2 


"Lou 


Finwick for creaſon' in an . — 


* 
i * 


Lord C=, and many other writers, make a. great | 
matter of the houſes of parliament being the ſole judges 
of whatever” concern their own houſes reſpectively, 
becauſe they are the ſuprems court, and no other 
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court can intermeddle with theif affairs; And it 


is, by ch ſane, able writer, and others, taken fot — 


granted, that every eourt is 0 be ole judge! of its 


own privileges, and of offence 
itſelf! ! N Nu Av” yy t. 1 2 55 5 


There is no ce een the en of ; 


parliament; and that therefore no inferior court can, 
of its on authority, dain the. deciſion of diffe- 
renees between the houſesz or between one houſe and 

a ſuppoſed offender, or offt 
But there is certainly i power in either houſe to 
refer to the deciſion of others any matter, 'whereit 
the hehe is itſelf a party. And it will then become 


lawful” lor thoſe, to en the referance'i is made, to | 


dad.. Ia Ge FOR ET 75 

Ae does not appear to me, that there is any thing, 

buintlieliodties ſubmitting to the deciſion, or arbitra- 

tion, of @ ſet of men, whether, in or out of N 

or thattit neceſfarily implies acknowledging a 

222 tboſs men. In a diſpute; between the king up 
ph neither one nor the other thinks Himſelf 


Xs Ben havin For fi tried by the court of _ 
8 he © determined by A Jary. | 


nch „ an r 
22 cal mu io that court Woke and can- 
not 5 e e but i 7 Gar And even. , 
wheh 5 nally ene the Jords, | is the ſove- + 


rei 1 RE Tu nine to the decifion of his 
7 * 51 Th 125 25 z much his inferior after, 


before. de ould be nobler, than. to fee a man 
e 45750 . AR |: 117; Z | 
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anne bare | 


againſt that houſe, | 


of / 


x 


* 


232 


of high, nk MP ts RW 
in a,diſputa between hunſelfiand pprt:ol: hisdomelies, 
and leaving be mattch to arbitration; of his dether 
Homeſdics In, Las: aAniog; 3847 dw. gb 03 on dae:; 
e duppnſintz the hauſe a commenagletted.incanade;. 
Quate manners. thatisdeteryrwembet hy about 400 
k. mennef; praperty, II ſandthatiqns ſuhmitting to their 
- #\Þkratigg, 29-212m ber; would: ſuhmit to his unu,ubjͤ⁰w,zi 
Acperiens in very reſpect. o Iforump member ſubmits, 
 theohawe:fubmits::to:their wwn/lituentts. > nd ſurelyvit 
. 
 HOnQur, geen A Matter of mo national: conſe- 
Fen fg ftheir paliuical — — 
3 ana yd ©," lems? 
Granny that-therdcis 9. iffialgy either 
CY $965: PRCHAarDento takes into ia awe 
= 5 3 1 
| —_— te; pn 1 DJ #886611 any, Dan xv: 
% Lge TG php nag egnal on both. ſides 
Naw-wi 9b gn many acknowledge: that in declining 
= be. judges 3 Daaden ia mana: 
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demned-· by the en and for- faults in preathing- 
and. zatechi/ng.. '* There would be no end, ſays hey 
Sof. giving. inſtances of ſuch commitments which may 
** ien almoſt every: parliament. This how 
was all wrong, as ſuperſeding law. Parlia - 

ns; were liſtened. to, and thanked for detecting 
wicked, favourites by Bday I. Han, II. IV. V. and 
Eliaaleth. The contray by Hen. III. and VI. and 
his was the proper buſines. 
patli⸗ ent, the other of the courts of jtftn. 
„be power of the houſe of commons to ſend even 
their- n (much more other ſubjects) to 


priſon, without cerpal, by: jury, is to the laſt degree 


dangerous. For a houſe, of commons. may become, 
through court - influence, ſo generally corrupt; that 
they may ſee it proper to ſend every Bong meniber to 
the Tower, the moment he opens his mouth again 
their traitorous meaſures, and in favour of his coun- 

try. This could not be, if every perſon; whether 
member or not, offending, or ſuppoſed to offend; againſt 
the orders of. the hauſe, were to. be. tried; ibefor&he 
could be committed, by a jury of 'thaſey who-are if 


every reſpect g to the Seeg ho Soph? 


the Zon/iituents_ of the members. on 12 
There is an 48 þ Jam, I. Apts de al 
© act for neu execution againſt any who ſhall he here- 
©: after delivered out of priſon by privilege of parlla- 
c ment, and for diſcharge: of them, out of whoſe" cuf-" 
© tody | ſuch priſoners. ſhall: be delivered b. Phis 
ſhews, that privilege was not originally intended ler | 
oppreſſion of the ſubject. But judge Hals | 


| 222 inſtances of n N to Le __ 
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the ſervants of members upon very frivolous pretences, 
and to the great laſs ad theifHult creditors . By 
4 Equw, III.“ it as enacted, that : though the lords 
© and: peers of the realm in \proſinee' of the king kad 


taken upon them to give judgment in caſes oi trea- 


ſon and felony of ſuch as were no Peers of the r 
© hereafter no peer fall be'drjveti to giv | 
on any othel | than\theit' peer ace ding 
Why did not the commons com to che fame refe2 
lution ? Ses“ many inſtances of puniſhmerits Inflidted 


upon perſons not members, for pretended breach of 


Bae e would have come much more 
om the court of King's Bench, even though Justy 
inflicted, ubich was notialways't 
| Judge Hales ſays, both lords and commons :Jndes 
pendently have power of judicature . Yetberthys 
an ordinance, or reſolution of one houſe, 1$-birideth 
© not: in ſucceſſion i, unleſs it afterwards receiveithe 
ſanction of che other branch, vor branches of the 
legiſlature. Ae 975 IHE 1 1 11% glbagtto, TOM} TH 209%, 
As D. 1584, Dr. Parry, for ſpeaking freely in the 
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kav\ ndthing:to7 do with ( chr {alfacdiig ol og 
 jingiifaininig© (hoſe ,who.g-arcied, robe if ecbetr 
Aﬀtonidatreeraas required for: any cher: purpafd mn 
that of punibivg them. In fact, no .indogyenitquce | 
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pwnd: The colaimivfcjuilgings and guinildifigopts- 
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ane funde occ occalion, | at the courts of law have power 
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2 committed muſt be Aachen by the, cgurt of king's 
ſupported . by the lords. The: ſame \cHlebrated; judge 


Held, that the vgte of the houſe. of commons fatbidding 
an one 49, ſeek, a legal, nemedy, agaiyſt,, their Mens, 


[WM Hale Powss- or Par. 3B. 


1 rohrrielt- 


to enquire into the : acts of the higheſt 88 as 1. 

© the A ing himſelf exerciſes any act of power not con- 
formable to law, the counts; ill nemedy it, Lord 
chief juſtice, Halt, an another ocgaſign of the ſame 
Lind, insded, That if what hs (houſe of commons 
called a contempt; was not really ſuch, che- | 


bench or, common, pleas , and in this gpinion, he was 


Was illegal, and he, accordingly; diſcharged, the per- 
Hong nee fox contempt af. that rer d 
Hakewel,* brings many inſtanegs of- 8 puniſhed 


| 05 ſerving, — with ſabpce nas, Write Gen while | 


the, .houſe; Was ſitting. Erqſegutians: againſt, members 8 


were commonly ſtopped by. letters iſſuad from the 
houſe. Members, were by. privilege, exempted.) from 
ſerving as jurymen..:He.brings alſo 4 multi . 
2 inſtances. of members ſeryants, c. being { ſet at li 


- from arreſts e, ad. H.; thegime gfprivilege was 


16 days excluſive, before . parliamenta (38d 5 days 
incluſive. after ns 119. ee TT, e 9 
Privilege of parſiament extended not only ta che 
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erxpelled the bout and ſined 500 I. He refuſcd to 
retract, and was forever dliſabled to ſit in parliament. | 
I. am afraid"of tiring the realer by enumerati 
;nſtahets ef aer Pir amen "ro fEuolii\us i 
be ſa{$*$0-he «frivol6us; or arbi 7. "Awell eon 
tuted and upright patliament vill baue but litt 
ſion to proſecute for diſreſpectful ſpeches; = no 
body will peak diſreſpectfully of an aſſembly" of mg 
—— themelyes ſolely. and ſincerely attacks 


gt 5 


general hatred or oontempt, hich 
will certainly drau downrupon their on heads, 
ede all uſe of proſeciition by the effended per- 
* ebe be nteeſſaryſ let proſocuiion 
becommenced (as when offenceioninjary-are cbmthitted 
agaĩnſt᷑ the ing) in the courtr of law and let the aeeuſed 
be tried accu ing to the 4nqui nlaws of his country, ame 
be-atquitted-or condemned; by-the verdidt/of a 
All ther modes” of trial :are!violations'of the conſti- 
tution! 15. % nid e 16419} 219dmNIg 1. 2g, 
SE elle cilon Wade by. Pehl, din nis Myscrr. 
Pant... f parliamentary prolec tions en *accoitnt of 
en ſpeeches, makes our anceftots?\ appent 
0a lueh-2-6n6:wifhed that che devil 
ran 12 che parſtirnbent; Tome flichaunbther Bid; 
| arliament was carrying on works of 3 
— he was not afrald of tir pilleryrd. 
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"A NOTHER confoquence of the itiadequare 
long parliaments, is, 2 dangerous power ned by 


| hs commons, of clearing thele houſe, nnd maicluding | 
wee 


chey coal the public a oe play al . 


As to the houſe of lords, fuppoſing it once granted, 


that it is wife to allow any ſet of men a power of cb 


. ſulting for themſelves, without regard to the public, ant 


particular privileges (a point, the proof of which 1 
mould be ſorry to have impoſed on me} ſuppoſitig, 1 
ſay, a houſe of lords upon the foot of the Bring, iefol- 
lows, that they have a right to exchnde all, but peers, 
from their deliberations ; becauſe they are doing their 
run buſineſs, and not the public; they ate acting for 


. themſelves, nnd are principals, nnd not deputies, -* ©» 


But ſurely the faithful repreſentatives of the gb, 


cannot dread the people's knowledge of their proceed 
ivgs in the houſe, * An ariſtocracy of perfons, whoſe 
intereſt may be different from that of the people; = 


court of inquilition,. or a Nmetian council of Ten, 
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chat auxuſt — to ſhew that they were: - beter 


bred than the commons *. | 
_ Hakewel ſays®, the commons finding Ne! in thei 


| houſe, who had no right to be there, have obliged them 
to take an oath, _ ep "WY er op ere: 
had heard. * 5 


Of e 0 the door of the Wine ought not to 
be fut, but to be kept by porters, or king's ſerjeants 
at arms, to prevent fumulte at the door, by. which 


1 1985 parliament W be hindered *, 3 


It was common in former times for the 74 


; themſelves to publiſh % their ſpeeches made in the houſe. 
Accordingly there are extant to this day, many of 


them in pamphlets of thoſe times, and i in Ruſhworth's, | 
Nalſon's, and other collections. In our times it is 


, Puniſhable to publiſh any of their doings, though 
they do not themſelves publiſh them, and the very gal- 
lery is cleared, that we may not know which, of our 


deputies is faithful to us, nor which betrays uon, 
| Theorder of the houſe of men againſt printing 


the ſpeeches, was made, A. D. 1641 *, in times which 


our courtly men will hardly allow to be of good 
authority. The order itſelf is not juſtiſiable upon any 


principles of liberty, or of repreſentation, unleſs the 
debates were regularly publiſhed by the members... For 


publiſhed they ought undoubtedly to be; if delegates 


ought to be reſponſible, to their conſtituents. My lord 
mayor, therefore, and Mr. aldetman Oliver were 
ſeverely dealt n eee bg to the Nene 4. D. 
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during the parliament, and to be impriſoned in the 
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1771, for defending the printers in doing only hae 
ought to have been done by the members. 

Sir Edward 'Dering's; ſpeeches were. publiſhed oy. 
himſelf, A. D. 1641, 3 r 

« Reſalved, That they are againſt the privilege of the 


«© houſe, and ſhall be, burnt by the hangman in. Mei- 8 


minſier, Cheapſile, and Smith; himſelf ' di iſabled 


Tower, during the pleaſure of the houſe,” He was 
releaſed, however, in a few days *, SR 
A. D. 1720, the: proprietors of the redeemable * 


| Heing diſcontented, petitioned. to be heard by cquneil 
_ againſt a' bill, then: before the houſe. . They. went in 


% 


conſiderable numbers to the lobby, to wait the. event. 


The juſtices were ordered to clear the paſſages. They 
read the riot act. On. . which occaſion 1, ſome of the 
petitioners faid, It ſeemed to them a ſtrange. proceed- 


ing, to treat. a ſet of peaceable ſubjects, people of pro- 


perty, who attended the houſe. to complain of griev- 


Rain 


ances, as a riotous mob 3. and that the commons firſt 


Picked their pockets and then ſent. them to jail for com- 


** N 


Whatever 1 e in e of printir ng 


the Votes and Journals, is equally ſtrong againſt clear- 


ing the houſe. The houſe of commons is the people's 


houſe, where the people's deputies meet to do the 


people's buſineſs,. - For. the people's deputies, | re, 


to ſhut the people out of their e houſe, is a rebellion 


of the ſervants againſt their maſters, That the members 
_ of, parliament are, according to the conflitution, ſer="" _ 
vants, is manifeſt. from the notorious. fact of their 


conſtantly receiving wages for many centuries togetlier, 


which nn xecardingly, . forfeited by . abſence, 
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'® Pars, HisT. x. 267. 


'is 


\; 
* 


$4 
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e ue. © Whio Sent us hither (ſays Si E Eh. 
ning n, in the debate üpon this ſubject, A. D. 7168750 | 
privy- countil is conſtituted by the ling; but tũe 
- Chiouls of commons by the choice of the- people.” 1 - 
: FE think it not natural, nor rational, that . N 
bo ſent us hither, ſhould" not be informed of our 
=; actions. Suppoſe the Hirectors of the gf. Ine 
'  Eompany were to ſhut Gt che proprietors from their 
Houſe, and then 4% N of their property at their plea 
ſure, defying. all x ant ily, how would this be taken 
'by the proprietbrs? "I'VE excluding the people From 
the Rouſe of comme, ahd' puüniſhing the publiſhers 
of their ſpeeches, i is 'previfely the ſame inerbachimem 
on the people's fights; only ſo much the more atrocious 
in conſuleration of there being no regular appeal from 
Parliament, whereas" thete'3s/from the director of a 
wach company: m8 5% 2! e 
Z Sir 9 Harp: move. . D. ou r le be, 
might continũe te be printed d. A mMotich for print 
te votes, A. D. 1688, paſſed in the negative . The 
votes of the commons were ordered to be printed, 
A. D. 1690*%, The gallery and ſpeaker's chamber 
were cleared of frangers, on occaſion of the pro- 
W of Mr. (afterwards Sir Richard) Sterk, 
En LD. 1 3 Keſolutions were made, A. D. 1742, 
C ©. rn Jourfals of the houſe of commons, ' which 
| "begin with Lat. VI., to the number of 30 volumes, 
5 1000 copies 5; which 10 done accofdlbgly; "Tkfow nt 
whether begun at 1 that time, or dftthwards: © Fer 4. D. 
1 1752, the hvuſe” cam to a rcfotion to print 
F n which. _ biwefts dekn in rtiacuſeth : 


* Fs . 4 - - 12 4. 3 * 


ene 


CCT :--® Dzs. Con, 11. 109, mit. 104. 
Ibid. 375. © Ibid. v. _ | Lit an 264+ 


| There was a long debate about printing the b. 
ceedings and debates of the houſe; 4. D. 1738, in 
which it was.qbſerved, that it is a hardſhip for meme 
bers to have their "ſentiments miſrepreſented and- falſified 
in - and Magazines, &c. But Mr, Pul. 
W ky entry 2 42 W ami, 
Th be 23 50 of 2550 75 
This, par — Wi 155 


7 „ next age, i in its, oper. £0 + Re 
© the, other houſe mg 12 15 I hope, we wy 2 1 
4 our 2 2 25 to. cramp the {fs wn 
© of writing an public pitairs 37.10 eG 
There was a.pamphle WR aol d to # 
pole, which, toptained 3 bitory of queen une s tory 
parliament. . This publication Walpale defended, be. 
cable that parliament d;ſerved to be diſgraced,” But 
| who ſhall decide which parliament. deſerves to be dif- 
graced, and which to be - honoured, The ſure way, 
in all events, is, to admit as many ſtrangers as the 
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gallerjes will conveniently hold; that the members | ; 


Copies of. their ſpeeches. to be publifbed; 
f which. Poet. ; beavers in the galleries ul 
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of Ment from the Houſe, and. Members' nk 
eing Parliamentary Buſigſa, eras 


NOTH ER evil ariſing. from the miſerably 
A Inadequate ſtate of repreſentation and conſe- i 
quent contempt, which members acquire for their 
conſtituents, is, their taking the liberty of 40% enting 
themſelves for frivolous or no reaſons, and of attend- | 
ing very careleſsly to. the buſineſs « of the nation, When 
they come to the houſe. Did a , gentleman | recolleQ, | 
that at his election he received an chu! charge from 
an auguſt meeting of 5000. of his countrymen, and 
gave a ſolemn, promiſe ſealed, with the religion | of ; an 
oath to be 75 5 and ae 5 e the mo- ; 


Him publicly, if they. found, that he did an) 1 6 
"theirs; I "he 25 5 le 


7 


at the thought « of trifling with ſo facred 1 — benen 


191205 


But when a vouth juſt come from Oxford, remen 
bers, that he. was elected (as it is called) by a | few 
drunken divts, in a paltry borough, and ae round 
the town in an old oaken chair, and that he has his 
place a he has his eſtate, or that he gave every voter 


foe guineaz ; it is no wonder, bore he SY the 
MY 1-6 hf te 1435-23014 75 


whole as a very \5 paltry fa 0766s whi r 41 he ma Y, FENG ID, 
or neglect, as he pleaſes, | 8 = Fly OY 
P 3ST 1 8 210i 


It is ſuppoſed that members of parliament have 
often done the buſineſs of a corrupt court by ſeaſonably 


playing truant. Thoſe gentlemen ſhew themſelves 
not abandoned to all ſenſe of ſhame, When the pub- 
lic has been betrayed by a villainous vote for an aug- 

mentation. 


Chap. VII. DISQUISITIONS. _ ou 
mentation of the army, or an extenſion of the exciſe 


| laws, they did not vote wrong, they cry; they were 
not there. But why were they not there, to vote 
right, and endeavour to make others vote right ?. 
Why were they not upon duty, taking care of their 
country? Ah! if a man loves his young and beauti- 
ful wife, and regards his honour, he will not leaye 
her in the hands of a known rake ; or if he loves his 
money, he will not leave his ſtrong box open to a thieyiſh, 
ſervant *. No more will a gentleman, who loves his 
country, leave her in the, hands of unknown perſons, 
who may betray her. Do gentlemen conſider of what, 
nen a nu votes may he 
The oath in favour of paſſive abedience, and: non- 
refiflancs was rejected by only three votes. The bill, 
A. D. 1692, for totally diſqualifying Pet for 
ſitting in the houſe. of commons (the beſt bill, ſurely, 
. as to its object, that ever was brought into the houſe) 
was rejected by only two votes. The famous amend- 
ment by the lords to the bill of Jan. 27, 170, by 
which amendment it was made high treaſon to attempt 
to ſet aſide the proteſtant ſucceſſion in the houſe of 


Hanover in caſe of queen Anne's leaving no > poſterity, 


was carried by only one: vote, 118 to 117 ®. I have 
been told, that a member of that planen who 
was infirm and gouty, but proved faithful to his 
country in attending at the hazard of his life, often 
mentioned his own. proceeding on that oxeation with 
pleaſure, and particularly on his death-bed. ' 

The ruinous act in favour of the French trade, A. D. 
1713, was thrown out by only nine votes, viz. 194 
"un 1855 Only ꝗ true Englifomen in the houſe ! 
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Ia the end of queen, Anne's reignz' a place=bill;was = 


oft in the hpuſe of peeps. for want. of eng vote, while 


v buyioga gest. 


* appro; 


one of the Jordòs, who had to Proxies 0 his n 5 


The act, A. D. i ab, by ; which, i Sr yok 


bs enaCted for; aſking, or receiving, by himſelf, or 


another, money, of other reward, by way ,of gift, 
joan, or device, Nc, for yoting,. or declining to vote 
at elections of, member of parliament, . was..carried | 
by only f b 2 wie 91 10.89. 25 tles 1948 4: 

The motion, 4. D, 4741, for enquiring into ahe 
eanqud of ;affgirs in WWalgele's: 20 years reign, was 


: carried i in the negative. by. two votes, -244 to 24 u 


How often, while the mitt of a conteſted election 
+ haye been ing within theſe walls, have the benches 
* been almeſt anne ? Bar the moment. the guglin 
| s ſſeen the members eagerly 
« croug-rq, their. feats, and chen confidnr(y- pronounce 
upon fl Ibjetl an Which they bad. not heard;a 5. 
sabi, but. in privat from the parties *.” To ſuch a 
mockery have, we-reduced. the maſt inbertam f all 
earthly things, I mean . | 
them, in, this wan, to v3. forggfer laying, aſide, 


ſelves afide?.. dn 8005 te \ ig! 97 H Ry N | 

Our anceſtors were fenſible of e evil vf abtentng 
ns therefore they mide: laws for qgnotiftling- delingaent | 
members by mmul&}'Þ; : 80 among the Romans,” abfens | 
tees from dhe ſenate, without: (iflivienr<auſe ſewn, 
wens Kheadle, an oblige to give —— 
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met. By y Ede. I. ftat. 1. . To all: 5 i 
e 0 
neſs] * every mam mall come without force of arms," 8 
See the 5th ſtat. Rich. II. 5 + een 
5 to whom it appertai ' ſummons; 
come d the Parliament . *. 7 Har. VIII. <aps 15 
16. © No Knights of Hhires, nor Thall , 
before th& en of parkiament. v IN. B. we fouls 
gay, before the end of che e. Bur in thoſe timer 
every ſeſſion was aner! The penalty was 2 
loſs of wages. ig £all- of the houſe, A. D. 16415 ; * 
with ſeyere penalties for abſentees. Orders and reſo- ; 
Jutions-for puttin g the kingdom it a Rate of defence ©; 
A call of both — — 240 commoners N 
were abſent i. A Alie of 20). ſet ef thoſe whoſe excuſe | * 
wu not allowed by the Rouſe. e Reſclved, . D. 9 
* 1799, that fuch members a8 abſent themſelves with i 
out Jeave;: be reputed derer of thelt trig, and a- | ; 
#02064" of the duty they du, t6 the ben and to tin 
country s. 9 1 nch 513 ron ELIAS I Li 34462 5 
Thus we leg, beate repreſentatlon, and lang & 
parlinmentb ( produer in our membels of parliament a 
contempt for the pecple ʒ neglect of Mruttions, and 1 
refuſal ef /+epvnſbitty;! put families upon ſetting up | 
for-logiflators frown(geneation to)" generation, ſo that n 
perſons in one family may be members at the ſamo 3 
time, and it has been, feuds) thats individuals | have 4 5 
ſate 30% 40) and grain dhe ihouſe. Inadequate bh 
repreſentation/ is one cauſa, why the members cannot 2 | A 
MORI t6:-{n01pcabevſcnſs of the people, a2 
4 10% aro 2 o bogiſto bus 1 8 they), W 
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they are not choſen by the , generality of the DIY 
but by a handful. Inadequate repreſentation deprives 
the greateſt part of the people, both in number and 
property, of their weight in legiſlation, and gives it up, 
as a monopoly, into the hands of a few. It is the ori- 
ginal cauſe of the commons aſſuming exorbitant pri- 
vileges to the diſadvantage of the people; of their 
proſecuting and impriſoning their conſtituents; of con- 

cealing from the people, their creators, the tranſactiont 5 
of their houſe; of their abſenting RO: and 1 
wine © the buſineſs of the e. * % J W 
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WO Wa in buman nature have pro- 
I duce bribery, corruption, and many, other 
Hekel⸗ arts; 3 the love —— and the f 
17e of Sah In antient times men in ſuperior ta- . 
tions were awn inte many of their bad practices 
by the former. The latter is our diſeaſe, and a louſy 
diſeaſe (I aſte the reader's pardon) its, \ For if there 
be a vice incompatible with any degree of ng, 
greedineſs of money is that vie 
It is difficult/to enclude corruption. Where de / 
3s any thing: worth ſtrivitg about, ſuch creatures: /as. | 
men commonly: are, will uſe ind e A at. 
eee e 4:1 to 169 e e: ; | 
Vndue influence in alaGions-dor-ofiges ae | f 
Rome ſo early as the 458th year from the building of = 
che city . Which occaſioned. the wren ah to \ 
prohibit canvaſling for votes. F 


But the difficulty of excluding 8 22 Tea- 
— it; any 


4 aur. vun. Hisr. XII. 44 14 ; 
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more than the diffeuliy of living a dien life ami i 
a | the various jous "temptations, to Which our frail nature 
„ expoſed, is a reaſon for our giving over all endea- 
1 vours to regulate, our chndugt by the ſtrict laws of 


maorality. On the contrary, we mit reſolve to live a 
| "Iife of virtue, however difficult it may, be, or we are 

. undone as individualrʒ aud we muſt "root nr 

_ out of the ſtate, or we are undone as a nation. e 


were ** they . not afford, to ups 
"to attend © oi the public; : and t 


men of 3 only could properly fill thoſe 3 
ments, becauſe they were under no temptation 19 
plunder their country. In our times, who have no 
idea of ſerving the public- for maghe, we fee. all. men, 
. rich and indigent, firiving-who ſball obtain the greateſt 
mare of thepublicoficey, becauſeitheꝝ pre all lycratigh,-. 
and thoſe whoſe fortunes are the; largel, find hem 
till too: ſor W produces 
the-continual.fcromble we Jen's lt 
The Poli nobleſſe oonſider their: pore for kings 
in the fame manner as the inhabitants of our rotten 
s do theirs for members of parliament, that is, 
as; part of cheir fortune. Zut the wickednefs, of; @ue . | 
electioneering i is tenfold beyond that of the Palg Figs *: 
it is no great matter whois King of :Polaxd3-bacgult : £7 
he bas n puer te do miſchief; whereas nur parlighe - 
ment has a p ſo iraxſceadent, ſays ;j judge Blanes 
that it is  impaſfible to fix its ag Therefarei . - 
vote for a candidate, who gives abrike,' is ſelling: pur 
country to a man, who has . 


ane 
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for them to gratify their exotbitant deſifes. 


o 


«dvancing their families and friends, Ami | 


court not being poſſeſſed of ns neceſſary funds, | 


all i ging Mae to {tio inf mii fav. 
which he is not reſpon/ble or puniſhable. | 

Bad miniſters, in our times, thruſt 
power chicfly with a deſign” of filling their dee, ns 


iS 


to be lamented, that there is "ſuch: aipple* 


— 


tie nie- 
verſally allowed, that a Britiſh: miniſtry has tlie dil 82 
poſal of ſeberul millions -of the public money. 
And the teaer may judge what opportunity there 
muſt be "fot: them to chip e | X 
em en rodigious maſſes,” without the public's — 
being ever -acquairited with ffs it ſo/partieuſar's — 
manner as to toni a miniſter, or his tools; of dhe 
plunder they have Committe. 
A= afliachent is the natural cher upon the wicked - 
neaſires of Fings and, , courts, parliaments muſt be 
naulged to obtain their connivance at the proceedings , 
of Kings and cburts. Thetefbre* * former times "the 


wheedled, or butfied them; "now they wake” Ye" of 

(on they think the furer means, vis.) — - 
vying them. And our miniſters, ' fince the Tevelas _ 
tion, have carried this m_ art 10 far, as at 3 5 

ns other ſyſtem of politics, overnment, than Hnding. | 

out proper men for theit — and filling the haue 


of commonr” win * then} and the whole Gifferencs = 
between one m and anoth „is that one junto L LN 7 75 
bas a better knack af mana þ ments than anothch, © | 


The chief waterſsde, by which 4 PEST ve keeps = the TE | 
in afcendenty | in Parkament, are, 1. The prodigious! : of S 
Tams of 'puplic mind, of which he has the diſpolaf. . 
of The N21 Mags in che cuſtoms, , n 
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250 POLITICAL Book v. 
the — car a. os are at the-diſpoſal of the 
miniſter. 2 8 0 
T.ãatter times has 3 into the e ſcale 
a weight unknown to former ages; I mean the national = 
debt. The anxiety of the public ereditors, the propri- 
„etors of the funds, about public credit, is a powerſul | 
cauſe of their ſhewing a reluctance againſt all propoſals 
for ſal utary alterations, or reftarations. But their, rea- 
ſonings on this ſubje& are not ſounder than it would 
be for the inhabitant of a crazy building to oppoſe all 
. repairs, and to inſiſt, that the beſt way for preventing 
his manſion from coming in ruins upon his head, 1 is, to 
let it fall. Of which more fully hereafter, „ 

The revenue of the civil Ii, which is nominally 
goo, ooo I. per annum, but, by means of a demand 
from time to time of half a million to pay off its pre- 
tended deficiencies or debts, is really near a million 
(in the laſt reign it often exceeded a million). fi 
| throw, a prodigious power into the hands of thoſe hg 
have the diſpoſal of it. 

A million per annum would maintain 200 dukes, at 
5000 l. a year each, or 250 earls at 4000 a year each, | 
or 1000 gentlemen at 10007. a year each, It would 
ſupport arts, manufactures, and commerce to the 
inconceivable advantage of the public, . 
But the civil lin revenue is not reckoned above one | 
third part of what a miniſter has in his diſpoſal, 
is not therefore to be wondered, that, ; a miniſter. fin 
great influence. in parliament. If one conſiders. into 
how many purſes, of 100 guineas each, the prodigi- 
ous ſum of three millions may be' divided, at. Hnlt 
glance one would conclude, that a miniſter could give 

ſuch a purſe to every man upon the iſland, —-,, 

The royal prerogative has been greatly N 


ſince 3 * I. the date of * petition of right. 
Star- 


1 


- 


1 * 
— * 
Pl 4 
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Star chamber, and high commiſſion eotrt abolihed, 


with martial law, and the prince's power of lerying y, 


taxes without parliament; diſuſe of the foreſt laws'; 
abolition of military tenures, purveyance, and pre- 
emption; the eſtabliſhment of the habeas corpus act; 
the a& for frequent parliaments; the aſſertion of the 
liberties of the people by the bill of rights, and act 
of ſettlement; the excluſion of certain dependents on 
the crown from ſeats in parliament ; the independency 
of the judges; the reſtraining of the king's pardon 
from being pleaded to parliamentary impeachments; 
| the dependency of the crown on parliament, by its 


being tripped of its antient properties, &c.—theſe, . 


and other entrenchments on the regal power and pre- 
rogative' would ſeem ſufficient to clip the wings of 
kings, and miniſters, and to fecure the ſtate againſt 
the innumerable evils of corruption. But what avail 
theſe ſeeming enlargements of our liberties, if we con- 
ider (as gven judge Blackfone * himſelf, no unreaſon- 
able complainen, obſerves) that though the appearance 
of court- power is taken away, the reality remains, 
and is perhaps greater than under Jam. I. only it 
ſhews itſelf now in the milder and leſs ſtartling ſhape 
of influence, inſtead of that odious and formidable 
one, of prerogative ;—an influence, however, to con- 
ſiderate minds not the Jeſs dreaded on account bet its 
apparent gentleneſs. Let it be conſidered, that our 
monarch's revenues being ſettled for life, a rapacious 
and corrupt edurt (for what do men generally pro- ' 
| poſe by going into court, but filling their pockets ? * 
has the diſpoſing of the greateſt part of a million a 
| year, civil lift revenue. Let it be conſidered, what 
4 multitude « of Weir created by, and temoveable ; at 


—_ 
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* 


| the 2 of the court, Are employed, in Eee, 
millions a year in taxes cuſloms,. exciles z FRmwiſ⸗ 
fioners, and innumerable. officers ef rtf 
the kingdom, nay, aa e whigh . ſmug: 
gling boat can be th 1525 di cnmiſſg pete gf exciſe, and 
their numerous, ſub? * In cxerx ainlang, diſtrict; 
poſtmaſters, and thei 12 ſryants naw town, 
upon every public road 1 we ſhoners of ſkamps,.. 
diſtributors ; oſbcers of Fg ſalt-dury In ſurveyors .of = 
| houſes and windows ; me AYES, Ja0frta%s, mankr 
gers of lotteries ; 3, commuſhoners g  Nagkpey- coaches .q 
beſides frequent accidental. oppartanitics of confercing. 
fayours, as by ere in Joar's-fubſerigions, fietake | 
| remittance of publi Ic Money &, Which attaches.thoſs. 
moſt, whoſe attachment, jn;the maſk defreable,jo the! 
court, I mean, the puſent⸗ ang Begins ght of the 
people; to hh 398, the, prodigipus.influeace. che. 
court gains by þ rag te eos. fri way. 
of above for ty to 2 , e : nethigg * 
formidable 2 of. ſugh A oda. Siciplined WAY... 
againſt a flock,of ſheeps, I ,9649,/th6 Arps: peoples, 
This dreadful, army, .the, court-(ycaphancs, pretend, © 1 


kept up only from year, tauear l. Ae een 
looked upon as on, a, Fpotis | [ 


- army in eu Heß ntlec 6 j biiog ug 
their ſons as regularly to.the army, ad be chg, chancen: 
paid! 


Thefe | forty thoulan nd men, * bx, the carry :Faiſed;./ 
by the court, office . A | „ commanded. by... ; 
"the court. Ai dd to.: Aal e A. Fours, muſt have 
innumerable v Ways „ on milapp V che RSS ene 

ne 


to the Peppeles ade 1 due 2 5 Ae which . 
even the moſt faithfu ar £1 ld, of. _ 
detect. And what the muſt CR oe if we ſup- _ 
| poſe parliament itſelf ( the only conſtitutional check on 
a corrupt ! e in the 3 peoples | 


* 8 
43 » 
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Chap. E dWdbrst tw _ * 
e cancedl, or connive. at the # 


ravages made by à profligats court. 


65 
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«© tarte, We haue annually increaſed the pu of the 


© crowny and theſe funds and taxes being eſtabliſhed - 
„and laid for purpetuity, or for terms equivalent to 


« perpetuity in the ſenſe here intinded, this iticreaſe o 
* power muſt not only contiuue, but ſtill increaſe, as 
© long as this ſyſtem'of cecdnomy ſubliſts.' How this 


© increaſe of power ariſes from: the increaſe of ' funds 
| and taxes, and the influence of the crown grows in 


© proportion to the biirthen on the people, heavier z 3 
+ hath been explained ſo much in the debates on 'a 


< late. deteſtable occaſion? (Waipole's exciſe ſcheme] 


« that the leſa needs to be {aid on the ſubject here. 
& If we conſider in the increaſe of taxes, firſt, | the 
« increaſe of eficers, by which, a vaſt number of new 


_ © dependants/ on the crown ars erected in every part 


+ of the kiogdam, {dependents as numerous, and-cer- 


© tainly more prevalent, than all the tenants and 


« wards of the crown were antiently) and, ſecondly; 
© the power given td the treaſury and other inferior 
© officers, on account of theſe taxes, which are af 
e leaſt as great and as grievous in this free government 
« of oure, ac any that are exerciſed in the moſt arbj- 


| + trary government on the ſame occaſions; if we n- | 


e ſider this alone, we ſhall find reaſoti: ſufficient! to 


© conclude that, although the power of prerogative was 5 


© more open and more 570 in its operations, yet the 
* power thus acquired is more rial and may proye 
6 more dangerous, for this very reaſon, becauſe it is 


more covered and more fileni. That men began to i 


ü ſee, 'very ſoon after the revolution, the danger ariſe _ 
T1 ing from hence to out conſtitution, as I ſaid above, 
© is moſt certain. No ood than ore ucts were made 
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Gin king Wi 2 s reign to prevent undue influence 
© on elections; and · one of the acts, as I remember, 


for I have it not before me, is grounded on this fact, 
© that the officers of the exciſe had frequently, by 

© threats and promiſes, prevailed on electors, and'abſo- 
| © Jutely debarred them of the freedom of voting. What 


© hath been done, or attempted, ſinee that time, in 
« the ſame views, and, what hath been done, or at- 


© tempted, both in the reign of king Vill. and ſince, 


© to prevent an undue influence: on the elected, a8 
© well as on the electors, I need not recapitulate. 


| © They are matters of freſh date, and enough known. 


© Upon the whole, this change in the ſtate and pro- 

< perty of the public revenue hath made a change in 
© our conſtitution not yet, perhaps, attended to ſuf- 
© ficiently; but ſuch an one, however, as deſeryes 
© our utmoſt attention, ſince it gives a power un- 
© known in former times to one of the three eſtates, 
© and ſince public liberty is not guarded againſt the 
© dangers that may ariſe from this power, as it was, 

< and now is more than ever, againſt the dangers 


. © which ariſe from the powers MY r eter or.” 


claimed by the crown *,* tl 


That the. buſineſs of moſt nne has a 


« ill .managed, proceeds: from this; it: imports, the 
© Iower rank of men only, and the people (whoſe cries _ 
© ſeldom reach the prince, till it is too late, and till 

© all is paſt remedy) that matters ſhould be frugally 
c ordered, becauſe taxes muſt ariſe from their ſweat 
© and labour. But the great ones, who, heretofore 
< have had the Prince's. ear and favour, or who hoped 


© to have bim in their poſſeſſion, were ſwayed = 
1 another ſort of intereſt; tk like ae as hav- 
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ing had a proſpect, to be gainers by it, they en: 

« eafily ſet their accqunt᷑ even with the ſtate; 2 nal 

* charge upon. theit laps. is. more _, bene by a 
great place, or a5large 8 fre * 

See the lord; keeper, North. e of wt i 
the conduct and diſpoſal F the public. money in the 
time of king, Cb. II, Thoſe who, in our times, 
are the conductors of, the;ſame;kind , of dirty work, 
may compare the modern ingenious, ways and . 
with thoſe of their worthy predeceſſors. 
Among others, pretended want, of money in the 

tteaſury. in, order to haye fa pretence. for giving an 
exorbitant price for necelſaries, Lending the crown, 
at 8. her cent. money which. was raiſed at 5. and 6, 
Paying with the public money, pretending it to be 
private, and taking intereſt, © ;Depreciating the pub- 
lic dehts and funds, buying them of the holders at 
half their worth, and: afterwards: by intereſt getting 
them paid in full. Fretending toggive up all power 
in recommending ton places for ua conſideration, and 
then inſiſting! on recommenqing ſtill, and ſo, getting 
both ways. Rolling over loſſes upon the crown, or 
public, while the gain was to ſink into private poc= 
kets. A fatheriftopping.a.large-ſunx. in his own hand, | 
which Ma to have been paid the public creditors, 
Before he can be brought N he dies. 54. 
money ſinks into the pocket of hi He obtains 
pardon, of-all,his father s: debts, 1 Goa nds i in office / 
found out. Then new offices aud ſalaries ſet up as, 
checks. The new prove. as great knaves as the old, 
and ſorm a ſeheme pf colluſion and, mutual under- 
2 mY But the p blic-pays for all, and the power 
of the r is wes 3 An old e begs 
N 3 . 4 B. eee , FA : leave 
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leave to fell. | Pockets the money, and by and by, 
throu h intereſt, gets a new place gratis. Extrava- 
gant men fquander their own money in their public 
employments of embaſſadors, governors, &. and 
charge the public with more than they have really 
ſpent, while what they really ſpent was 10 times 
more than neceflary, The buſineſs of old offices 
transferred to new: but the profits of the old fit 
Kept up, though become ſinecures. An old ſervant 
of the public retires upon a penſion. He who fuc- 
ceeds him, by intereſt, gets it continued to him. 
Another gets an addition to his ſafary, and then 'ſells 
his place for a great deal more than it coſt him, and 
ſo an additional load is laid on the public :* for the 
addition muſt be continued, becauſe the place was 
bought. An annual ſum is granted by the publie 
for a public uſe, as keeping up a harbour, or the like. 
A private man, by intereſt, gets a grant of the'jobbz 
the public concern is neglected, and the public poe- 
ket picked, Erown lands perpetually egged and 

iven away to ſtrengthen the court intereſt. The 
crown conſtantly kept in debt, and liament foli. 
cited to pay thoſe” debts occaſioned merely by 'the 
voracity of the court. Commanders of fleets order a 
ſuperfluous quantity of ſtores. ' By colluſion between 


tem and the ſtore-maſters, this ſuperfluous quantity 


is ſold again to the king, and the money funk in their 

kets. Sometimes the ſtore - maſters gave receipts 
be: moe than was received into the king's © Sores; and 
the money was divided among the ptunderers.'- Phe 
king's works dope by the day, whereas it would have 
been cheaper | by the great. Money pretended to be 
coingd gratis, Liſts of large ſums newly eoined pro- 
duced. But the contrivance was to make the pieces 


unequal, and then the too Heavy Pieces W 
4 back 


% 
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| back to the ming, and the profit funk n h. 
pockets, & c. 


. = huge clake tron} let ai ies 


menſe ſcene of cortuption'; and agder this' choke we 


muſt not peep. Our court-thett tel us, there Mn 
be largs ſums expended in this way, and theſe um 


cannet be accounts fot becauſe the fervidet done 


for them muſt never be Brow; But we find; that the 
commons, A. D. 1708, addreſſed queen Aum fot 
accounts of perfions paid för ſerret ſervirt to mem- 
ders of patliament, er to ay perſohs in truſt for 


them; and that © the gage ofdeyeid Td kccottrit 66 
abe laid before the home © 


| Critrat75 are a great fund of minifterial lduenec, * 


It is welt known, that our miniſtry do not actept the 


moſt reaſonable offer; but the offer. Which is made 


by thoſe, ho have che gieateſt po#liantentury interelt 3 
| and that in war time, every man, who furnihes for the 
rnnent, is enriched; in France the contravy 3 whicht 
ſhews, that we manage our public money much wr 
than the French miniſtry do theirs. In the late war it 
is notorious, that ſeveral of our purveyors and commiſſa- 
ries got eſtates ſufficient to ſet them up for earls and 
_ dukes, But as Burnet o ſays, the regard, that is 
« ſhewn to members of farFament among us, [aug 
that few ' abuſes can be inquired into, or diſcovered.” 
As to lotteries, if ©a miniſter has it in his 
© to give the ſubſcription of 4 or 500 Lottery tickets 
every year to üngle members, he has an annual 


© means of bribing! the houſe without danger of detec- 5 


t tion 6. It u was alledged 3 in | the houſe of commons Y 


DEB. Cow. 2 149. 
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by Mr. Seymour, that in the lottery of 1769, :20;000 
tickets had been diſpoſed of to members of fenen, | 
which ſold for near 2/4, premium each. This Was 
a ſcramble of 40, ooo J. among the Wambel at one 
daſh, We need not wonder, that” lotteries are | a 
favourite ſpecies of ways and means. Mr, Seymour, 
A. D. 1771, moved, that the names of the ſubſeribders 
to the then preſent dottery': | thould be n before, the 
houſe, a Ai , rg. ener 10 

. committee on the lottery-bill, Mr, FONT 
moved for leave to bring in a bill to prevent any 
members s having moreithan 20. tickets, in his own 
name; and that thoſe; who had ſubſeribed for more, 
Thould fund into the exchequer the ſums ſo gained 
by them *. He obſerved, i that 200 annual tickets put 
400 J. a y the pocket of a member, yhich is 
better than 800 J. a year by place; becauſe ãt . did 
not expoſe him tac the d pence of being-;r6-get72d, 
nor to expence, or duty; attending the place klor zie 
e are not , nas | of} rs 2013 8: o 

| I 14; 225 ee 
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"CTY PE 19v9 enn Ri 12 5 1 

U R Wit gentlemen labour to perſunde us, 

that parliamentary. corruption has never been 

Par formidable evil our patriote have repreſenied] it. 

Facts are ſtubborn. They will ſpeak z and they grill 

not always ſpeak as our fleek courtiers would wiſh 

them. If they will ſpeak, rf ogg Ed 
peritas, et RN g „deri DAM a0 

n 4 05 10 Mini. 


NE * 5 1 
eee *. l 1 „ = 1.8 


? Dp. Cox. ix. 292, v pid. 299 · 


— "4 N 
* 


Miniſterial artifice, for corrupting parliaments, has 
been applied in two ways, 1. To over-ruling elections, 
and 2. To byaffing the votes of members in the hoe. 
To ſhe the good people of Britain how their great 
and weighty concerns are managed, I will give a brief 
account of ſome remarkable controverted elections, 
and facts relating to that ſubje&, which have,occurred 
to me in the courſe of my reading, with reflections. 


The duty of 'a member of parliament”: (ſays, the 


brave Lucas of Ireiand) is infinitely the mo impor- 
tant that can devolve upon a ſubject. Mr. Locke® 


ranks it among thoſe breaches of truſt in the exe- 


cutive magiſtrate, which amount to a diſſolution of 
government, if he employs the force, treaſure, and 
5 offices of the ſociety to corrupt the repruſentativer, 
or openly to pre- enguge the electors, and preſcribe 
« what manner of perſons ſhall be choſen. To 
regulate candidates and electors, and new model the 
4 ways of election, what is it, but to cut ap the govern+ 
© nent by the 'roots, and poiſon, the. very fountain. of 


public ſecurity.” 
Some call the attendance in eee Nen 


ſays Sir Thomas Littleton *, . If it be a burden, it is 


* ſuch a burden as ſome men ſpend a great part of ür 
5 eſtates for, as if it was a priuilge. 


In modern times, every body is 5 injo the 


houſe of commons. In former days, it was Wage 

vilege / to be exempted from the burden of being 
elected, or contributing to the wages of members , 
n Bot this ag alone enen, that thoſe 


L * 


3 
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who Arive te get into the houſe, intend. the fill 
of their Pockets, merely? Ene an much, 
wre, an Aynawr o be in pariemknt in fonmer times, 
than in ours; MY e Jugrative. Dues any 
man buy e W gf, 2 And how are 


the 5700 of wg to. re-imburſe them+ 
felvesy, bat © out + of A wtetched and 
al ; | bank 3 pt k wh 13 you end your in- 15 
8 ir tions too, ( member in anſwer 


to his pools 1 bis arecation hp 


0 1 ve 


$ you, by ., i 15 
Cand ates it feat i CE pin ent] 
that they lay lay Hut their the in elecxioneering, in 
order er a pines 1 91  bonour, 
md an opport | ding a0 But do | 


name, mth is got — te excl ee uf xg 
Is it e/ving our” country to debatich our. country ? 
When 'thoſe* mei get idab"ihe Aeby f legiſlators, 
Wat de ehey for thei? Eountry ? What grimvances have 
deen fer rſtd by the nnümerable iultitadbe of ment- 
bers of parlament, We have finds the" revolution, 

obtained Nate in enk Hole dy lad arable means ? 
What gleuter grievance can de imagined than che con- 
tinuance of this ruinous pfactiee ? I. 5 of 
damnation, as a coffſequenee of debudeffing a whole 


people, and promoting "the interen of the enemy af 
mankind in the world; thoügh I might ſay, that our 
bribing candidates ought, upon every prudential prin- 
ciple, to be abſolutely certain that no ſuch W el 
can follow; and that either there is no future ſtate, or 


Par men are not accountable for their actions, and 
that 


Chap. IT. DISQUISITIONS. os 
that their moral chiraRters ure (% Ryk, n! 


Lucretius teach) eritirdly indnerent te the Suptems 
0 


Jam I. ISA et undes 
eden and return y nne, For 
ee e I e ; 
ties to ce e to 
0, Wies auen 4 00 0 Fe 185 Tires" the 
ekelotd Whit Wit f weir ber to craft, and retten 
them with'1oſs of their priv 5 in. ene of difobedi- 
enee. Nirtr dene defers d. Tie adviſes the ele gers 
of the coumties op ew Þ N . B. 1620, 
to chüte billy fil ref ab 47 1 1 i 
of thefts 0 Ecutttr 1 9 5 
— lar lives; no! 50 ha | of hte . 
"Pet a 5 e 7 ale eee. he 
ry Welt of e Fufing duft ie bars hs Tays, is viſible, 
46 baikrupt an need wilt dente ng | pattamond 


N 'protet 5 8 
; 7 "the e e of the times Ns 
Chet x 1; there are ſome yery good advices, and uſeful 
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& "in = counties, ngt ſuch as are to get eſtates by 

heir e Afruſn; 

val ah 4 who have roceived the public. 
e money, 
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© money, and given no account; to judge of candi- 
$ dates by. their lives and practices, c, N . M 


However the Walpole family has acted, Mr. A 
Walpole writes well on this ſubje&, as follows: I 


© hear, that diſſatisfaction and diſſentions have ariſen 


among you, and that a warm conteſt is expected, and 
< I dread to ſee in the uncorrupted, town of Lynne what 

< has. ſpread too fatally in other places, and what I | 
© fear will end in the ruin of this conſtitution and 
© country,” &c. And afterwards, * My votes have 


s neither been dictated by favour nor influence, but by 


. the principles on which the reyolution was founded 
« the principles to which the town of Lynne. has ever 
q adhered, and by. which, my father cane ed and 
© cloſed his venerable life b. Ti 
| Fhe 1:1 parliament has lately, by D. 2 made | 
Tome. good reſolutions, ſuch as, That the election-Oath 
ought. to be adminiſtred to the candidate, not the 
elector; and that there ought to be, no guzzling at 


elections. F 


Judge Blackſtone v very juſtly regrets the . of 
the common law, which appears in many members of 
parliament. Men are prepared for all other employ- 


ments by being previoully. qualified; but a country 


fox-hunter thruſts himſelf into the houſe of commons 
in puris naturalibus, He knows, that, generally ſpeak- 
ing, there will be nothing required of him, but to take 
care, that he do not (like. Sir Francis ns in 


the play) ery No, when he ſhould have cried Aye. 


Let it ever be remembered, and ſeriouſly | con- 


® ſidered, that _—_ county, or bovongh, when they 
| 8 _ . 
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Lett. from Mr. Horace Walpole fon to Sir Rober Wal 
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chooſe their members, put into their hands no leſs 
c than the keys ef all TReir ke fure; and not all their 
£ treaſure only; dat ehe property aof every man in the 
Fritiſb emplre . wur of whieh they can take what 
s they will, ande whe n they will; and as ſuch an 
very deſirable phrtnierſÞip for agingA?//- 2 yk 
- Ahumorous writer in ene of the news- papers pro- 
7005 at the commenicement of the 
that as, it is vain to think of excluding bribery, f it 
might be a cotifi derable improvement, if we were 40 
Jay aſide, | at every general electian, all 'canvaſling 
eating, drinking; kiſſing voters wives And daughters, 
quarrelling and idleneſs, and that the people ſhould go 
on with their buſineſs as uſual,” till che very day came. 
That an act ſhould be made aboliſhing all the laws in 
being againſt corruption at elections, and that from 
and after ſuch a day, it ſhould be Hivful- for the con- 
teſting candidates to go to the place of election with 
purſes of guiness in their hats, and fairly purchaſe 
Ls; I openly bidding againſt each other as aht an 
ATTN: * * 2000 TENT Yu; Au. R n 8 r Mo 
We ue an le chic bath, by which every eletor 
if called upon; 40 hfges 18 Wirarb that he has re- 
cCeiyed nothitig ber his vote. But the intention of it | 
Athough it wits ker te be öther th otherwiſe: uſeful) is moſt 
commonly defeated? by the candidates apr icing. to waves 
the ceremony.” fl Who an give” a_ reaſon why every 
member is Hot zt his fit a 14 ace inte! che houſe obli iged, 
at the hazard Gff the-SuhiſhmeHlt « of” perjury, to ſwear, 
that he: has taken no illgul ſteps to gain his election, 
and at the lud of every ſeſſion, that he has not been 
"inflgenced by the court or r miniſtry in Wy one vote he 
has FALL. 3 
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In the year 1764, Sir J. Barnurd moved the houſe 
bf Tommes fer à repeal of the law, which 
UeAdrs to take the bribery- bath. Experience proves, 


He fad, the inutility of the eath, for preventing brr- 


bery, and ſhews, thi it only coma 68 


Tbe motion was ever-rule ds. %% 


It is foppoſed, that many prime titers. lords, 
and others, deſirous of having influence in the Houſe 


of Commons, have, to evade the id g 9 Hines fur! fniſheil 


candidates with | ve qualifications to be +eturned after 
their election. And thoſe wretches have folemiily 
Wofn, upon the Rrength of a bit of paper to be given 
up next day, that they were poffeſſed of eſtates of 


$001. a year for bf, clear of all incumibratice, white 


they were many hundreds, perhaps thouſands of 
pounds, worſe than nothing, and bat; hoped to Peary 
their ruined fortunes by FRY their votes te 
villainous miniſter, ivy 


If a borough chooſe him, not undone. '; b 


We find, the myſtery of iniquity began 0 
work. Edw. II. crowned, H. D. 132, endeavoured = 


to pack the parliament, that he might obtain the 


larger ſupplies, He puts the ſheriffs and other place. 
men upon influencing elections. The knights of We | 
ſhires inſiſt, chat this abuſe be redreſſed L. 


Sheriffs were tampered with to make falſe return 
of members, under Rich. II. The i begun — 
to be of conſequence. And the Ling 8 having Hy 
places, penſions, contracts, lotteries, 8 cer, 
&c. to bellows . had no 2 to draw them ade 

2 | from 


” 0 
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from their country's intereſt, and thergſors] were nue 
bleſome to the court. 

Rich, II. changed al 'the ſheriff in the kingdom to. 
have 3 parliament. b his mind, and the mayors and 
magiſtrates. in cities, and boroughs. *... Such is the 
fatal power of kings! It is erigueouſiy remarked. b by, 
hiſtorians, that this was the ff inſtance of the court's. 
tampering with. elections, and proved Richard's Ry 
Is — not have been done hy direct bribery it in thoſe 
times, when there were few ace, &C. And the 
grants of forfeited cke, crown lands, purſes of mo- 
ney &c.. would go but a ſhort way. It is impoſ- 

ble? , (fays Nel, wn e that a free-ſpirited nation 
c mould fee their liberties in the hands af a fet of men, 
_ © whom themſelves have not freely choſen, without 
6 deſiring to be freed from ſuch an oppreffion.” e 

The court propoſed to call a parliament, A. D. 
1387, the Gedeon whereof ſhould be ſo managed, 

that the members ſhould be all at the king's L Nirb. 
JI. ] direction.“ But, in thoſe days they had not 
the means of electioneering. Ae Wan or 
nothing was done ©, ho ER 
Rich. II. and af! our tyrants (1 with I 3 ths 
ouly tyrants) ſinee, have broke into the freedom of 
election, and of voting. If this does not ſhew the 
importance of an independent parliament, OW 
will. | 
0 ſheriff — and: lmperiflinad; 4. D. 14006 
for a falſe return of a member for Rutland *. 1 

_ Hen. VIII. was freed from the debt of a ee | 
out payment made, by a bill in pactiament, which | 
e is laid, FR to-bave * 112 corrupt 
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means. And it is affirmed, that art was uſed in 
making elections n obs 
confirmation of Henrys divorce. bio ? 

1 un. of the commons, 5%vhbſe: maln! is def 
mentioned *,' takes inbtice of à certain diike's having 
eliteavoured to- influencetan'eleRtiony ? before the time 
of Phil. and Mary, und of a'counſellotat law in their 
time, who had made an attempt of the ſame kind; 
but was diſappointed: He wiſhes all the electors of 
his time (A. D. 1571. ) were as ſtaunch. 10 4 

In the worſt times, parliamentary Corruption has 
prevailed | the "moſt. oy All ſorts of artifices, frauds, 
© and violences were uſed in queen "Mary's" reign, for, 
© making parliaments,” / All the magiſtrates in ities, 
and counties were changed from proteſtafit to Popiſh., 
Falſe returns made, and allowed by a popiſh parlia- 
ment D Queen Mary: expreſly ordered * the theriffs, | 
to return papiſts's, - Rugs Fa f 

The, Long. recurned, FEES 15 Fa buy, Wi "ol 
"EY 1571, was ſo weak a m that the houſe, 
wondering, how he came to be feces, queſtioned. 


him upon. it; and found. that he e bad, b deen guilty of 
the foul fact; having bribed the, mayor 'of the town,, 


and one Watts, with no lefs a a ſum than. "6 Bj The 
houſe ordered Mell. T mayor, ane d Watts & to. be, ſent for | 


in cuſtody, and to, return the wages 'of in iniquity, like, 
honeſt men; and fined the corporiion, 294. but we 
hear no more of the, matter afterwards „ 

A. D. 1604, under Fam: bs ft can- 
teſted election between Goodwin, and Faridſent, for the. 
county of eee e red, | 
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of commons, duly elected. The lords defired a con- 
ference. The commons were ſtartled at this inter- 
poſition. The lords laid it upon the king. The 
commons begged the king to be tender of their pri- 
vileges. The king inſiſts on their holding a confe- 
rence with the judges, if they would not with the 
lords. The commons remonſtrate. The king proves 
(in character) obſtinate. The commons, with much 
reluctance, yield. Goodwin ſhews himſelf willing ta 
drop his pretenſions. His election was held void by 
the clerk of the crown, becauſe he was an outlaw. 
The commons decline giving the lords any account 
of their proceedings, but propoſed to ſend meſſages 

to the king; who, in fat, had no more to do 
hs the matter, than the lords . The com- 
mons ſaid, the proceedings could not now be re- 
verſed, They produced a precedent, 27 Eli. of a 
bill brought down from the lords, and rejected at the 
firſt reading. The lords aſked why the determination 
of the houſe could not be reverſed. The commons 
did not hold themſelves obliged to anſwer that queſ- 
tion; which was the reaſon of their refuſing che con- 
ference ; ; though they declared themſelves ready to 
confer with the lords on any proper ſubject \whith 
might ariſe, where their privilege was not concerned. 
The lords ſent again to the houſe, that the king th ught 
himſelf concerned, that there ſhould be a conference. 
The reaſon of the king's intereſting himſelf ſo par- 
ticularly in this election, was, his chinking his direction 
(which he had no right to give in an authoritative. 
manner, though undoubtedly'it was ſound advice) net 
to elect any outlaw, was deſpiſed,” in the houſes de- 
ebe ma wth elected.” The canine, Rarthed 
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at the kings inſiſting, conſult what is to be done, At 
laſt they propoſe to. wait on the king next day. Ac- 
88 the ſpeaker, and many members, attend the 
The ſpeaker informs the king, that Grediiin's 

An was duly cared on, and conſequently. For- 


tgfeve's. Void. That the outlawries agginſt God 


were anly far debt; and that be had ſat unqueſtiened 
e parliaments ſinpe the autlauny bad paſſed 
ypon him ; and that, beſides, it N nat Grifly plead 
able, becauſe of deficiencies in farmalivy. - They 
mention Smith, 1 Alix, Faugban, 22, Elix. threegthery 
35 Eliz. Killigrees who had 52 qutlawriee again him, 
and Harcourt, wha had 38; Who were all admitted to 
privilege, The king holds all theſe precedents- for 
nothing. The houſe, he ſaid, derived its privilege 

from him, which therefore ought got to he turned 
Aàggainſt him. He pretended, that the court of chan, 

cery ought to judge of elections and returns, ..Quored 
a precedent of 35 Nin. VI. when all the judges agready 
that outlawry is a-cauſe. of expulſian from the houſp, 
The king ſtill jpſiſts - on 3 canſerence between. the 
commons and judges, and that the bouſe regort the 

reſult to the privyr council. The commons propoſe to 
make a law, that no outlawed perſon. hexeafter fit in 
the houſe, and to confer with the judges, not to re- 
verſe what they had done, but that they might profſt 
by the judges learning, and that they might ſatisfy the 
king. It was ſaid, that there was no precedent of # 
member's being deprived of privilege on account of 
outlawry. Others of the commons wers ſtrong againſt 
all conference. That parliament had contradifted the 
opinions of the judges concerning outlaws,.: ſince the 
time of Hen, VI. They ſent the king their reaſohs 
3gainſt all conference. They inſiſted, that till 
| * IV. W xrrits for . were . 
ns parlia- 


15 e 3 und that n | 
| hearing aut determinlug concerning elections wits! 
11 _— —— in the houſe, "Or 


They —— -ududanrly- {diode = 
kings | Nec debe Ny they; though we wers 
but a part ot w body, a 8 the making of new lawes 
« yet for any matter of privileges ef bur ow houſez 
* that we arb, and ever hade been; «court of vurſelves 
* of ſuſſcient pe is diſcern and determine without 
* thejr -tordfhipey av their lord ſhips have always uſed 
te do for theit-withour'us*,” The king ſtill ob- 
jeKs to the abſurdtey ef giving legifative power to 
an aufe They unſwer, chat, "notwithſtanding == 
precedents for outs fitting in the houſe, they were 
determined, in compliance with hie majefty's ſenſe, co 
abe n t {or preventing it fot the ſuture; but that 
this lay EAnbst operito-igeinit Gus ein, being e pee 
Fibo; Velides me wünt of formility in his outlawry, 
which rendered it wall and void, und its being only 
upon mess /procefe;> and two general pardens iſſuing 
ſince it paſſed! upom hing whithz at any rate, Would 
have cleared him. The cbmmens meanly cequeſt the 
interceſſion of; the rds with the kingt 2 boring. 
nearer acceſt tw hg per; and ſend a ooumittet or 
- their. houſe tog them wich their 'apelogy to the king! 
The: lords aſhot ; committee, if they may read the 
paper? Thef cums agreed The lords afk, ff 
they may amplify, erplaing or debate, concerning any 
doubtful poi? Phe committee anſwer; They have 
no warrant from the houſe for that. The paper is 
teat, The ie the ge $1 in the morn- 
e . e e - 1 
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ing. Obliged to wait till 10. He reports. tothe | 
houſe, that the king proteſted, he had the 
defire to ſupport their privileges. That the kg 
deſired and commanded, as an abſolute... prince, that 
there might be a conference between the commons 
and judges, in preſence of his council; not as umpires, 
but to report to him the iſſue of the conference. The 
houſe. is amazed. Tt was propoſed by ſome, to petition | 
the. king to be preſent himſelf, and judge. A com- 
mittee is appointed. The houſe orders, that the com- 
mittee, ſhall only inſiſt on the ſupport, and, explication | 
of the reaſons already given, and not proceed to any 
other argument, or anſwer. Sir Francis Bacon, in his 
report, flatters the king's wiſdom ſhamefully. It was 
obſerved, that there had been ne ſuch. conceſlign made | 
by the commons, to any king ſince the conqueſt. It 
was diſputed, Whether the houſe of commons could 
properly be called a. court. of record. The king pro- | 
poſes, that. neither Goodwin. nor Forteſcue. Ft, i in. the i 
houſe. It was accordingly reſolved, that both beſet 
aſide, and. a, new. writ. iſſued. for Bucks, Gaodwin ä 
voluntarily gives up his claim by letter to the ſpealer. 
The mean; ſpirited commons ſend a committee to 
thank the king for his deciſion. They. fatter him 
indecently, and he ſwallows all with aid. Thus | 
ended this famous Affair. co | 5 
The commons, AD 1641, fays ; hs 9 Y 
had paſſed a. yote,, that they had ſufficient cauſe to 
aecuſe the duke of Richmond as one of the malignant 
party; and an eyil counſellor: to the king for theſe 
reaſons. | That he endeayoured to have ſuch. members | 
choſen as he ſhould; name. The interpoſal of peers 
in the election of commoners had been by. ſeveral 
reſolutions of the lower houſes, declared a breach of 
go . „ en e 12 privi- 


W A ed 


X 4 
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A Hur. 111. 194. - Eh 
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privilege; and continues, ſays Mr. Humie*, to be 
condemned by the votes of the commons, and ku. : 
fally prafiifed throughout the nation; 

"Ta 8g time of Charts I. Wray, Langton'and 2 Tris 
lawns were committed by mw e for 1 870 c 
proceedings at elections s. 

- as Freat pub i in the court for * 

g the deren 5 D. 1658. 80 letters were 
| fin, from - Whitehall,” One Howard, a papiſt, 
brother to the earl of at boaſted that he had ſent 
24 mei bers to parliaments, Tables were kept at /Vbite- 
ball at the public charge by order of Richard Crom- 
_ well, ſays Thitlecke*; 14, 000 l. ſpent by the courtat the 
election for NVorthunptonſhire i in the time of Charles II . 

The caſe of Denzil. Onflow**,” tried at the aflizes at 
Nie Surry, A. D. 1681, before the lord chief 
juſtice Pemberton, was remarkable. He had brought 
his action i in the court of common pleas, complaining j 
that another: Was. returned inſtead of himſelf to parlia- 
ment, 31 Car. M. after the. e dee officer had : 


„ 


making Aa. od ear, A think a woke ae 
muſt bo free, reſiant, and dwelling within the rough.” 
But the court ſet that yood'aiitient ſtatute aſide, becauſe | 
the univerſal corrupt practice had been otherwiſe, 1 
decauſe; if none but regfunte ¶ inhabitants] could be 
choſen, the houſe would be filled with men beino the 
employment. * your by the bye, ſhews-the abſurdity of, 
the beggarly boroughs having: repreſentatives, becauſe. 
a repreſentative ought- certainly to be: reſident, and 
there eannot be found in fuch places men fit to fic in 
parliaments] . Then the returning officer la that 


| . Dt _ x S j . 5 I: 2 — * Sig 2 — | ſome 6 
3 eee eee rn 
1 vol. 1. p. 32. Pegyr's Mean, Pant. - 
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ſome of Mr. org vow were bad, But. this was 
not allowed. Others had received their | 
tenures, on the ſtrength of which they voted, * 
Aulent means, and only for the ſake of the . 
The jury gave 501, damages 

There was hardly a worſe charge againſt Jann It, 
than his influencing ejeQions®, Mr. Locke uecules 
him of a deſign to overturn the conflitution, "becauſe he 
influenced election. On this principle, how many bun- 
dreds of our peers might have been impeached of trea- 
ſon againſt the conſtitution; as it is well known, 
that they not only influence, but abſolutely bwer-ralr 
the elections in the greateſt part of the 1 
and it is notorious, that a very great majority of the 
houſe of commons is ſent in by the boroughs. What 
can be imagined dangerous to /therty, if this dreadful, 
growing, ari een, power be not? 

Abominable were the proceedings at eleions 
A. D. 1685. The new corporation 'charters bad 
taken the election out of the hands of the inhabitants, = 
and put it in thoſe of the corporation excluſively,, as a 
frev are more obvious to bribery, than a great number. 
Thus arbitrary is the footing on which election has 
been put by kings. Accordingly this parliament did 
almoſt whatever the king deſired. They gave him a 
revenue of 2 millions, ſome ſay 22 annually for life, 
by which he was enabled to ſet parliaments + at N BD 
and cruſſi all who oppoſed him . | 
Shafteſbury, one of Ch. II's tools, renewed FRY 4 
ploded practice of the chancellor's iſſuing out writs 
to fupply the vacancies in the houſe of commons *. 5 
| 5 But 


* * — 


Dow. Com. 177. 317. 5 | 

* See Sr. Tracts, time of Kk. Nille, 1. Wir: a 
yam. © Rayin, 11. 745. _ 742: 

e Hume s HISs T. STUARTS, 11. 228. * 
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But it was voted that the writs wero irregular, . 


members elected were expelled *. 


The borough of Suckinidgr you cannified; M B. 
1693. of corruption at an election. ane | 


in to disfranchiſe the borqugh *. 


We have been ſix — upon "the 1 tminfter poll, 


« whieh is like to laſt as many more, ſays ſecretary Ver- 


xox, in his letter of Jan. 13, 1701, tothe carl of Manche. ; 


ter. 5 The houſe of commons“ (fays the ſame gentle- 
man) has been taken up theſe three days with Sheppard's 
ieee ways boroughs for procuring elections . 


| There was much groſs corruption practiſed in the 


- 


year 1701, ſays Burnet . Some of the conteſted elec- - 
tions were brought before the houſe of commons. 


Some of the perſons elected were impriſoned and after- 
_ wards expelted. * In theſe proceedings great parti 


5 ality appeared, {a majority in the houſe being tories] 
for when, in ſome caſes, corruption. was clearly 
proved againſt thoſe of the tory party, and but doubt 


fully againſt thoſe of the contrary ſide, that which 


< was yoted corruption. in the latter [the whigs] was 


© called giving of ans in thoſe of the former ſort. 


Thus, for ſome weeks, the houfe ſeemed to have _ 


forgot all the concerns of Enurepe, and was wholly 


2 YE CIOs and in for- 
« tifping the other,? -—.t.. 1 
. inde was dirty £ Dh, 


170, for bribery at an election, but no individual 


puniſhed, 0 the * bribe was 1225 * 4 3 £7 


worthy wy.” THEY + 
| 1 E r 
—³jũ－hw . on wer pen ocean nn — Knee od N 
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© Cole's Mau. p. 2831 - 4 Ibid, 345. 
* HisT, own bab x 111. ry * 
4 Ting. Con xix. 1. 574. 


* 


194 | POLITICAL. 8 e 
Sir Gimp Aon complains ſadly af in uſage, in 
his election for Abingdon, A. D. 1 708, reflecting 
ſeverely on the houfe, and the wicked arts uſed againſſ 
=. him, inſiſting to the laſt, that he was the legal mem- 
- ber, by 2 clear . by the moſt hc Ams 
if tion . (+ 
| Bewdley controverted Xi riley | The; commons ey 
ſolve to petition. the, queen, A. B. 1710, for the ſeye- 
ral papers relating to the charter of that borough b. 
| Sir John Packington ) informs the. commons that the 
| queen had given orders for repealing Bewdlty charter, of” 
| | and to lay before them an account of the proſecutions | 
deres by, or carried on at 1 gel of: top: ann, | 
as requeſted by the houſe. 
| | © Bribery and comuption i in n elefinns * FI kinds? 
iB is ſays a lord in the. houſe _ of peers,,. 4. D.. 176 
| are now ſo univerſally: complained of, that it js 
become highly neceſſary, for this houſe to come to 
< ſome yigorous reſolutions againſt. i it, in order to con- 
* vince the world that it has not as yet got within 
« theſe walls. It, has already, 1 am afreid, got too. 
* firm a footing in ſome. other parts of our conſtitu- 
44 | " © tion; what is no- Py will not, I am afraid, 
ebe a fe ufficient barrier, but I am very ſure, if ſome- 
< thing is not very ſpeedily. done, if ſome effectual, 
6 meaſures are not. ſoon taken againſt that deadly foc 
to our conſtitution, I. ſay, I am ſure that in a ſhort 
time corruption will become ſo general that na man 
5 8 will be afraid. OOO MPH cp em he aſbamed 
4 0 of being corrupted . 4. W. 80113 g F108 ©, 
In the year 1711, . 8 dirty affair 
of ad anc e for W gouk of the Fl 
N 10 
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lic money (of which more fully elſewhere). His ſeat | 
was" declared vacant;:'* becauſe expelled the houſe for 
breach of. truſt, and . notorious corruption, when 
_ © ſecretary at war." And it was reſolved, that he 
< was and is incapable. of being elected a bene 
< ſerve. in parliament,” His antagoniſt, Taylor, 
not allowed to be duly elected. The ele fa 
Lynn was therefore declared void . It was. 651 
a ſtretch of power, becauſe Walpole was a ſtanch whig, 
and the tories were at that time very ſtrong in the 
houſe, But they ſhewed- models in in refuſing. Taylor, 
elected by a minority. We have ſeen a patliament 
proceed in a different manner in the caſeof henry and 
Lutterel; of which elſewher med FW 
At the election for the dend of Berealfan | in the 
county of Devon; A. D. 1721, Elliot, a commiſſioner 
of exciſe, had taken upon himſelf to be the returning 
officer, contrary 20 law, Which forbids any perſon 
belonging to the exciſe to meddle with elections. A 
motion made to addreſs the N to turn him hs 
was put off d.. | 
Sir Fobn-Cope, 4. p. es cha Sir ed: 
Page, a baron of the exchequer, with corenpany the 
borough of Banbury, in Oxfordſhire ©. © Page appears 
clearly to have been guilty ; but it was carried by a 
majority of 4, that he was immaculate 4. 6. 
| © There were ſeventy one conteſted election the 
8 beginning of this parliament, A. D. 1734. Wee Fl 
The houſe of commons made a reſolution to hear = 
no more conteſted elections, A. D. 1742. The num 
ber was ſo great, that the examining them was end- 
leſs *, So that any man might be a nem of that | 


N 1 * 2 1 5 5 "F TR” L 
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id, zu. 4 Ibid. 278. bid. xx. x. 
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bulissent iber e been eher ele 
| returhod. „ b . e . 
A. D. 1722, ſeveral lords proteſted 68 f ec 
bill for ſecuring the freedom of election. ee deſe 
_ © the methods of corruption | made uſe of de eleckfons 
6 were grown to an | height bey, ond the of pre- 
* ceeding times; as it was A benin e to were hog 
„tion, it deſerved a  parfiamentat y cure; "and"becauſs 
6 the commons c om plained of this'evil and defired' their 
, aſſiſtance, to point out proper remedies,” Becavſo 
«a new Yedliah Was coming, and thofe chöfen might 
«ft feyen: years; and the ee act took its” 
« in that houſe, _ | Becauſe i it was admitted i in the 
5 debate, that the public money bad been uſed, to 
© influence og and, exam 10 ſet by men in 
© high office would ſpread i its inffuence Miougz all 
c ranks; and that if gentlemen were to get — par- 
ſiament by bribery, | it 22 prop e ee che liberties 
of the people, alin; YT Guben m | 
Lord Sunderland tid, 70 7 not d that the 
preſent public. money had been. 5 to ipfluence « 55 
tions. What he . Was only in king bat, 1780 
and, king James's time ko Jes 251 520-340 76. 34:1 2 
It was oxdexed, {aid | proteſt ſhould, be 3 
feng lords / proteſted againſt expunging it; and. gave 
the following teaſong. That they were deſirqus that 
< their reaſonings on the, miſchicls 5 1 7 and 
s corruption, might appear to poſtexity. That the prac= 
« tice of expunging reaſons was. pot eng „That 
* expunging wary, reaſons, under N 4 I head, 
'* was unfair, and not cou | 


s cedent on their books Ty <# ek, 


| Mr, 
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24 ia in his 3 on the bill kor ſecur , 
ing freedom of eleQions, 4 gar has ens poll 


e 18 5 | 

© It is too notorious ad . tr now ear. 
4 <rping 2 . th e freedom. of your approaching 
dy threats, to fill and 


+ mg SOLDER 752 jou all theſe g 
but that; thera oms to have been formed a deſign, 


+ by Violenes and Opp f firſt. to bumble you, and 
to make your. necks p liable. to the yoke that is de-. 
. ſigned for you, And 55 to finiſh the work by tempt= 
$ ing the poverty and neceſſities of the people to ſell 
C themſelves into the mot abject and deteſtable Nlavery, 
* for that very money, Which had been either unneceſ- 
. farily raiſed, or mereileſly and unjaſtly plundered and 
£ torn from their very bowels? And thus you may be 
* ina fair way of being ſubdued by your own weapons. 


Non 6an T imagine what inducement men can have who N 


run from borough to borough, and purchaſe their elee- 
* tions at ſuch extravagant rates, unleſs it be from a 
ſtrong expectation of deing well repeid for their 
votet, and of teceivipg ample r mpence and rewards 
for the /icret'ſorvjits they have eovenanted to per- 


form h&e In this ſituation it is high time for gen- 
© tlemen to put themſelves upon their guard, and if 


bit be not already too late, to to endeavour to put a 
1 op to . nous of thoſd evils, which are otherwiſe 
„ 4 8 


= Dez. Con. vi. 272. 
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0 or otherwiſe diveſts himſelf of it immediately after, 
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© likely ſo ſoon to overtake them. 1 is for theſe 
© purpoſes" that this bill is now before! you, and- 1 


hope it either is, or by your aſſiſtance will be made, 
< fuch as may fully anſwer the ends for which, you, 


S were pleaſed to order it to be brought in. We 


< know, that perſons . heretofore have not only bribed 
the returning officer, but have even indemnified\ him 
< againſt the whole penalty of 500 l. rather than not 


_ © get the return, right or wrong, in favour of them- 
_ © ſelves; depending, I ſuppoſe, upon the ftrength 


and partiality of their friends to maintain them at 


any rate in the unjuſtifiable Poſſeſſion of a ſeat here; 


this has been practiſed: upori former occaſions, and 


< therefore there are always Juſt grounds to ſuſpet 
© it will be attempted again. And it is now come 


< to ſuch a paſs, that if you were even to double that 


penalty, without doing ſomething elſe, I am afraid 
© it would have little or no effect. But when all theſe 


© bonds of indemnity are declared null and void, when 


< the ſecurities uſually given' and taken upon theſe 
© occaſions are withdrawn, they may then perhaps 
© be deterred, at leaſt. from ſo barefaced a practice of 


* theſe.arbitrary and illegal proceedings for.the future,” 


Mr. Hutcheſon afterwards ſhews, that the qualifica- 


tion-act was very deficient. © What dependence, ſays. 


© he, for inſtance, can you have upon a man who has 
no more than three hundred- pounds, a year in land, 
< or perhaps, only an annuity of that value for life, 
© and. has. at the ſame time thirty or forty thouſand 
< pounds in the funds, or an employment of two or 
three thouſand pounds a year, civil or military; from 

< the crown? And even that ſmall qualification is no 
© otherwiſe obligatory upon him, than merely to en- 


able him to ſwear to his having it, if it be required. 


at the time of his election; for though he ſells it, 


yet 
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yet it remains a Auult, whether by: ſo doing be ſhall 
| © vacate his ſeat in parliament. : This is certainly 5 
« ſyck an omiſſion as requires to be better regulated x 
and explained. | There is likewiſe a ſaving in that 
act in favour of eldeſt ſons of peers, and the ſame 
<. for thoſe. of commoners of fix hundred pounds a year; FP 
but 1 confeſs, I am at a loſs to-fihd gut upon what 
grounds the latter was inſerted, unleſs cate had heen 
taken at the ſame time to oblige the father or the ſon 
to prove: the: poſſeſſion: of ſuch an eſtate ; for at pre- 
« ſent, let the cireumſtances of the family be what 
0 they will, if the eldeſt ſon can procure himſelf to 
<, be elected, I cannot ſee but he is intitled to a ſeat 
© here, without any farther; examination whatever. 
Fnis is another defect ſo groſs in your former act, 
and opens a back door to ſo. many perſons, ſo entirely 
« contrary to the intent and meaning of it, that it 
© very, well juſtifſies che repeal of it by, this bill, I 
mean ſo far paly a it relates rie e 
4 commoners 1 539 6g: BR 29316 | | 
A petition of the right hon. Cbarlas Sackville, — 1 
| ' monly called earl of, Middleſex, and.the hon. Milliam 
» . Hall Gage, Efſqz. was preſented. to the houſe, 4. D. 
1747s and xead ſetting, forth, © That at the laſt elec- 
tion of barong to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
< the town..and port of Seafard, in the county of Su. 
- © ſex, the, petitioners, together with the right hon. 
Milliam Pitt; Eſq; and William Hay Eſq; were 
candidates. That on the day before the ſaid election, 23 
< a noble peer of this realm did invite to, and enter-, * 
© tain at his houſe maſt- of the voters of the faid + 1 
tovyn and port J and in the room where they were 2 
F en N to _ one 155 _y and did ſolicit | | 
1 5 it [24-4 IVE), 12 ak 


£ 
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©'and influence them, with refpeR to. giving their votes - 
© at the ſaid. election; by means whereof ſeveral per- 
© ſons who had promiſed to vote, and would have 
© yoted for the petitioners, were prevailed. upon by 
the ſaid noble peer to vote for the ſaid Mr. Pitt, 
. and Mr. Hay. Which proceeding the petitioners 
© conceive is an bigh infringement of the liberties - 
and privileges. of the commons of. Great Britain. 
© That on the day of election, in order to awe and 
| © influence the voters in favour of the fitting members, 
| | © and deter them from voting for the petitioners, the 
| © faid noble peer came into the court, accompanied 
© by other peers of the realm; and being ſeated near to 
the returning officer, did continue there until the poll 
| © was cloſed ; notwithſtanding the preſence of him, and 
tte faid other peers was obje/#ed to by one of the petiti- 
| © oners, and the returning officer applied to by him not 
© to take the poll while the ſaid peers remained preſent 
| © in the court. In all whieh the ſaid petitioner thought 
© himſelf fully juſtified, as he apprehended their pro-' 
© fence obſtructed the frezdem of the election, and from 
© the ſeveral declared refolutions of the houſe of com. 
* mons, was a violation of the rights and privileges of 
© the commons of Great Britain; and that by theſo 
© and other illegal practices the petitioners tft a great 
F number of votet, which would otherwiſe have been 
given for the petitioners : And therefore praying the 
* houſe to take the premiſes into confideration, and 
to grant the petitioners ſuch relief as to the houſe 
© ſhall ſeem meet. The houſe was moved, That 
© the reſolution of the 16th day of this inſtant, 
* November, That it is an high infringement of the 
$ liberties and privileges of the commons of Great 


. V Britain, for any lord of parliament, or any lord 
| N e 
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« lieutenant of any county to coneern themſelves in 
election of members to ſerve for the commons in 
« parliament, might be read. And the ſame was read 
« accordingly. A motion was made, and the queſtion 
being put, That the matter of the ſaid, petition. be 
© heard at the bar of this houſe ; Upon which a debate 
© aroſe, In this debate, Mr. Pitt, one of the fitting. 
© members, treated the petition with great ane 
and turned it into a mere jeff. 

On this occaſion, Mr. Potter (ſon of che archbiſhop) 
ſpoke as follows: Mr. Speaker, I riſe up to do 
t myſelf Juſtice: For as I look upon the matter 
© contained in this petition to be of the utmoſt in- 
© portance to the honour of the houſe, and even to the 
© exiflence of parliament; and as to my vesy great 
© amazement, I ſee this queſtion treated with the- 

e greateſt contempt and ridicule by an hon, gentleman, 
* whoſe weight may perhaps perſuade a majority to be 
* of his opinion, I think I owe it to myſelf to deelare 

my ſentiments on this great occaſion by ſomething 
| © more than the vote which I ſhall give. I hope, Sir, 
c things are not yet come to ſuch a paſs, as to make it 
< neceſſary for any man to go-about to prove that the- 
© conſtitution is deſtroyed, whenever this houſe ſhall 
© loſe its independency. After all the noble fruggles 
c made in the houſe by great patriots, after all the 
© laws paſſed by the legiſlature. to preſerve that inde- 
c pendency, I ſhould: hope, that out of decency, . as) 
« well as out of regard to truth, I may be allowed to 
© argue upon that ag upon an indubitable maxim.“ 


The repreſentatives of the people, when they are y 


_ *'choſen to that office, have been ſaid to be independent, 
© even on their cagſſituents; how neceſſary then, Sir, 
cis ĩt for this houſe to take care that there be no other 
© improper, or corrupt dependency But, Sir, if the 

U 7 6 miniflers 


TER. 
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* miniſters ars te be allowed te nominate to the Burihe 
the perſons wo mall de their repreſentatibes, how 
A + are woe to expect u independents parliamnt R This 
* << miniſters mayendebvour td ſubvert this independency, 
S that they ma think it even! feteſſary ta Their 
it < ſecurity, '. tb -vormrupt./partidinenty wo have tb HGH 
< reaſon. to knows” But Sir; whitever *paink former 
< miniſters] may have; taken! for this Ky od ie 
believe 


© undue methods ſoever they" may have uſed t6paiti'ts 
< themſelves a corrupt majority in this bbuſe? 1 believe 
< hiſtory1is not able to producoan)inflines equat c we 
e preſent of a wife und great ſuteſnam talking upeꝶ mm. 
< ſelf the benourabi omployimentiof being un fn At 
zurgb. It as not enough ti fignify His ebmmuhds 
© by bis under linge it ws not enougit to ſolfeEfH wtes 
in his ow perſen! The voters, Rſerms;2 66nlt lot 
be truſted out ef Rib preſenee, and therefore; they 
© were to be n, even to the ill; But, Sr, this 
© great humilityt ad cd fe i infer, 
„would, in ferter times,” Have been Cn trust. niblt 
„ notorious nvifion af the rigfrtz of the people; and 
of the privileges of this höuſe. . And, Sit, HA will 
the. people fr td US? Or What wAl they: thi öf 
vodr independeneybcer we ate not d jesleüs of fei- 
rights; and us tenacious bf ou} Ah PrWIfcges us ahy = 
© of our predeveſſorb have Veen? WHEt will they iK, 
Sir, if after ſeeing ne Parliament Afffölved Ina Hew 
„unptetedepted, 1 Had bft Ad aß Umtönffftütignaf 
<Vrribnritr, they half be töld, tflat the ini lilies Habe 
„been Homindting | tA replefehtlitles 1h che elt 
deten without the cetem wi Ke e tr | 
„Sir, ill farther What wilfthey think? if ey alt 
b wwe toll that wär. pholee2Hf of the mthifir" Ras" 
| been laid befbre tlie höuſe bf Cötümens, and! that. 
N | 6 ? WS TY: 2 R the . 
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| « the houſe of commons will not, a, in not cen-" 

« ſure him? There have been times when no man 

© was thought 70 great to be : accountable" to this houſe 25 

« for his conduct; and 1 could. give an inſtanes 

© eyen in my own memory of 4 great and able ſtateſ- 

man, whoſe long adminiſtration was aſt. honour and 

benefit to his country, and whofe.coryfu& this houſe 

thought fit to-enquire into by the moſt ſevere . ſeru- 
tiny. When I firſt; heard the petitibn read at your 

© tables. I could bardly believe it poſſible. that the alle- 

; HR it contained were founded upon truth. I 
expetded to have heard the friends of the noble perſon | 
« who is the object of it, boldly denying the. change, and - 4 
© calling Joudly'-upon the accuſets to «juſtify: it; 11 oi 

vas determined not o believe it; :unleſs; ſupported by 4 

© the ſtrongeſt proof. But, Sir, how great was my 

* amazement when I. heard: an hondurable gentleman, 
OY. Pitt, Eſq.] * who was privy to the whole tranſ- 
action, not only admitting every fact alledged to be 
true, but openly avoteing and: attempting to juſtify 
them? In. what: light they may appear to him, Sir, 

she can beſt. tell you: But to me it ſeems) moſt 

© manifeſt; that as the conduct complained of was the 
r greateſt injury that could be done to our qviuiltges, | 

_ © the attempt to juſliſʒ itis the greateſt inſult upon our 

© underſtanding. In what:other light,./Sir,-can:it a- 

© pear to us, than as the laſt and utmoſt effort i off one 
who was determined at any rate to procure A. majority 
© in this houſe of perſons 'attached to : himſelf, his own 
« creatures,” the” tools of his power? I: wiſh: to: God; 
Sir, nothing may happen to- day to give the people 
room to ſuſpect thad he has been 100 ficeofeful. What 
© more could. he have done? Or chat: greater inſult 


15 it "RENT for him! to . ww he ſhou}d come 
| even 
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« eyen, within the walls of this. houſe to direct our 
« determinations2?., After. what he has done —I ſhould 
e not wonder, Sir, if he did come and take that chair, 
< and tell you, ag we, were told formerly, that, your 
© mace was a bauble, and that you ſhould keep it only 
« while vou pleaſe him. Vour mace, Sir, is a bauble, - 
© and ſo is every other en/ign of authority, unleſs vou 
< can preſerve your ind pendenq. A dependenee. upon 
© the crown, Sir, would in the end Prove fatal to gur 
« liberties; but a dependence upon the miniſter, às it 
© is infinitely. more diſbanourable, i is infinitely more 
« dangerous. One might ſuppole, Sir, ſome ſecurity to 
4 people from the Honour of a crowned head, and 
from the ſolid campacis that are made between the 
people and their /overeign. I know of no compacts 
© that are or can be made between a miniſter and the 
15 people. I can ſuppoſe too, Sir; that in ſome future 
< time a miniſter may ariſe profligate enough to carry 
© his views fo high as to attempt to make both ing 
and People ſubſervient to: his own. ambition, | I can 
© imagine ſuch a one, Sir, taking adyantage of ſome 
© general calamity or time of 'general confuſion, by A 
© corrupt parliamentary influence. oppreſſing even the 
ing upon his throne, and making the crowned head 
* © a priſoner in his cloſet, _ I can imagine him, Sir, 
$ ſo blown up with folly and ſelf. conceit, 26 to become 
* a competitor even with thoſe ho ſhall be of royal 
© blood for poſts of dignity or titles of honour z and 
_ © he may, Sir, (it is hardly poſkible indeed) but he 
« m- y even proſtitute the name of the crown to ſupport 
© his pretenſions. This, Sir, I fay is a picture which 
] can draw in my on mind of the miſerable ſitu- 
ation of this country if ever the e ſhould 
become dependent on a miniſter, Bu as this can 


s never happen but in ſome time of 1 infatuation 
or 


& . 
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* or- general corruption, the wiſdem and ori of the 

c preſent age ſcarte ſecure us from ſeeing it otherwiſe 

than in imagination: but, Sir, whatever "ſee, or 
© whatever I fel, Gbd/fotbid that by an act ot vote of a 

mine, 1 fliculd-make(the' way eaſy'for ue tniſerics 8, 
to overwhelm üny future penerütidnt Tie Rongçbr- | 

« able. gentleman was pleaſed to fay that this wa A 

© caſe, and that there was" no precedent” updh out 
journals to guide our proceedings: but It fe be 
remembered that this can never be the cafe x Again, : 

« ſince the vote of to- day will remain upoh dur books 

an eternal preceilent to poſterity; aniſ n law tovthis = 

« houſe for the" future: Fer Gods Lake then; Sir,; 4 

let us conſider 2 little hat ſort df a law we ire . 

going to make; let us remember that if/ the greſent 

0 tranſaction paſſes uncenſured, and, is declared free 

* from gyilyy we may hereafter ſeo every" peer of par- 

; lament; every- ſeeretary and other officer" of ſtate, 

eyery gbangelfor of the exchegijer, Wien his "treaſury 
© bags,quger his arm "attending and oliciting HePPions 5 | 

* 3nd when, they ſhall be called: upon in this bury? = _ 

« juſtify their proceedings, the) fall! tell; vou, th * ; 
N 5 ne yothing' but what they 1 Ar tight to 95 | : 2 
and that ſuch yas! the opinion af this viſe, ih 
© independent," this freely elected P rlizmegt,” Fits i_ * 

am het one' e perſans, who will euer he for 23 
0 extending the 2 of this Houſe to! any ridicy- 
« loys. or” romantic gegner if 1 could; bus_perfuade | 
c myſelf that there 9 the Teaft toom to doubt | 1/525 f 


© upon: this oc fron, 'ſhouly” think chat Say BENS. 
6 obliged, ne to put che! mildeſt conſtruction. 1 


« really, Sir, I think the 7mſult offered to the Nr 5 

eis ah flagratit' a nature, 1 think the precedent n 

muſt prove ves ding to the honour and andepen= ; 
Vox. I. e e 
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© dency of wn I think the conſequences muſt 
© be ſo deſtructive to the conftitution as to deſerve and 
+ demand the ſevere! animadverſion. The honourable 
C gentleman was pleaſed to aſk, What is the object of 
© the petition ? Sir, I will tell him what the object is; 
it is the ſecurity, the freedom of parliaments, and pro- 
© tefting the privileges of the commons of Great Britain. 
. © Surely, Sir, from this houſe the commons of Great 
© Britain have a right to expect juſtice. Their moſt 
© valuable privileges have been trampled upon and in- 
© ſulted; and they come now by this petition to demand 
* juſtice : Juſtice, Sir, they will receive, and 1 hope 
© zow. But of one thing: I am ſure, that, ſooner or 
IM later, they will have it,” ( The Pn Was Wann 
by 247 againſt 96). | 
The caſe of-a double return from the Weben of 
Milborn-Port came under conſideration, H. D. 1747. 
Michael Harvey and Feffry French, Eſqrs. and 'Thimas 
Medlycott and Charles Churchill, Efqrs. were returned. 
This being a borough by preſcription, according [fa 
the ancient uſage and cuſtom thereof, there 
always been in it nine capital bailifs, who hold . d 
reſpective offices by virtue of deputations granted by 1 
the proprietors of nine ancient parcels of borough 
lands. Two of them preſide yearly by rotation as 
head officers; and theſe two preſiding capital bailifs 
may, if they pleaſe, (at a court leet, held in October 
yearly) appoint ſubſtitutes to execute the menial offices 
of the borough, who are called ſub-bailifs, © This 
borough diſcontinued ſending members to parlidment 
for many years; but was reſtored to its ancient rivi- | 
| loges, 4 Charles I. Since which time, ic has continued 
. 


2 Alm. DSB. cod 111. 77. 
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to ſend two members to every parliament, and the 
ſheriff*s precept for chuſing meinbers is always directed 
to the bailiffs thereof. For ſeveral years after the 
borough was reſtored to its privileges, the two Preſiding 
capital bailiffs, when preſeht, or one of them when 
the other was abſent, enjoyed the ſole tight of making 
the return to the ſheriff's precept, that is to ſay, of 
returning the members they thought legally choſen, 
But ſince the reſtoration; theſe nine ancient parcels of 
borough" lands having been all ingroſſed, and become 
the property of tws neighbouring gentlemen, by agree- 
ment between themſel ves, they, or ſome of their friends, 
were generally choſen arid returned without òppoſition; 
and as it often hippetied that neither of the capital 
preſiding bailifs were preſent, the return was often 
made by their ſubſtitutes, or ſub-bailifs ; but ſome- 
times by the capital bailif or bailifs, and moſt frequently - 
by the bailif# and burgeſſes of the ſaid borough. This 
was the conſtitution of the ſaid borough-at the time 
of the laſt election, when Thomas Medlytott, Eſq. and 
William Biſbop; were the preſiding capital bailifs, and 
dne Arthur Anfly (faid to be a common day-labourer 
and ſervarit to the ſaid Thomas Madlycott was the ſub- 
bailiff appointed by the faid Meidhycott; The candidates 


were Mithael Hurvey and Jeffry French, Eſqrs. on one 15 


ſide, and the ſaid Thomas Medlytott and Charles Church- £ 
illi Eſqrs. on the other; and when the election Was 
over, 4 returit of the two former was made to the 
ſheriff by the ſaid William Biſhop, which he accepted 
and annexed to his precept; but ſome days after; another 
fetutn of the two latter was made to the ſheriff by the 
ſaid Arthur Anfly, which he likewiſe accepted, and an- 
hexed to his ptecept, ſo that his writ was returned with 
4 double return for the ſaid: borough, and which was 


the legal teturn was the queſtion, and the only.queſtion 
X 2 that 


8 POLITICAL e. 
that by order came to be determined on Thurſday the 
1ſtof December laſt. As to the return made by Millan 
Aiſbop, it was objected, Grit, That the fub-bailifs and 
not the capital bailifs were by the cuſtom of that 
borough the returning afficers : ang ſecondly; That 
the ſaid William Bybop was not properly gyalified to 
act, becauſe he had nor previouſly taken an oath of 
office. To the firſt objection it was anſwered, that by 
the cuſtom of the. borough the fub-bailifs never; acted 
but in the abſence, or hy the orders or permiſſion of 
their pringipals; and when either of the capital bailis 
was preſent, neither of the ſub-hailiſs could 30 as a 
principal; the capital bailif preſent being then the ſole 
_ preſiding. officer. Lo the ſecond ohjection it was 
anſwered, That William Bifbep had taken all the oaths 
zequiſite, by law, but that an oath of office was not 
requiſite either by law or the euſtom of that bgrough, 
as had been admitted by the ſaid Thamas Maullycort 
-kimſelf, Then as to the return made by Arthur Auſiy. 
It was objected, Iſt, That as he was only a ſub-bailif, 
and both the capital preſiding bailifs not only preſent, 
but acting as preſiding officers; he: could nat act 28 
a preſiding officer in any affair whatſeeyer; much leſs 
zin fuch a principal one as that of returning members 
to parliament. And 2dly, That the return made by 
the ſaid Arthur Anſly was void by virtue of a reſol ution 
of that houſe of the 2d of June, 1685, by which it 
was reſolved, That no mayor, bailif,- or other officer, - 
to whom the precept ought to be directed, is capable 
of being elected to ſerve in parliament for the ſame 
borough of which he is mayor,. bailif, or officer at the 
time of election. And as the return made by the ſaid 
Arthur Anfly muſt be ſuppoſed to be a return made hy 
the ſaid Thomas Medlycott, whoſe ſubſtitute and ſervant” 
he Was, according to the axiom. in law, gui + facit per 
$i, alan 
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alium Jatit ger Je; therefore by this reſolution it 6ught, / 
to be void. To the firſt objection it was afifwered,® 
That by the euſtom of the borough the ſubbatlify- 
were the only proper returhing - officers, conſeqtiently+ 
the return made by 4rthur Agi was the only lega! 
return; and ts the 2d it was anſwered, That if the 
axiom of law were to be applied to the election for this j 
| borough, fleither of the two proprietors of the nine 
ancient pareels of bordugh” lands could ever be choſen 
or returtied as repreſentatives for this borough; becauſe 
both the capital and ſub-bailifs are but their deputies; 
and as this would be inconſiftetit with common ſenſe, 
as well as contrary to the cuſtom of the borough ever 
ſince the above- mentioned reſolution, it could not be 
ſuppoſed, that the houſe thereby intended to render the 
ſub-bailifs of this borough incapable of returning 
either their iftnmediate principals, the capital bailifs,' 
or their remote principals, the proprietors of theſe . 
ancient parcels of borough lands. Upon the whole, 
the houſe, after having ſpent two days in hearing 
counſel, reading former returns, &c. and examining 
witneſſes, came to a reſolution; that the execution of 
a precept for electing burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament 
for the borough of Milborn Port and the making of the. = 
return thereof, are only in the two ſub-bailifs; of the 
ſaid borough; or in one ſub-bailif, if there are not 
two, Con ſub-bailif is undoubtedly more like to be 
bribed; i than two capital bailifi] in conſequence of 
which the clerk of the crown, by order; took off the 
file the return made by William Biſbop, and the faid 
Thomas Medlycott and Charles Churghill, Seen became 


_— the only litting ITY * | | 
„ The 


+ M © 2 1 Des, Cow. in. 83. ; 


378 ei AL ook V. 
The e of Bedford, in the year 1735. profected 


a petition . to the lords from the dukes of Hamilton, 
Dueenſterry and; Montroſe, and the earls of. D 


Marchmont and | Stair, complaini 


ing, That, at the 


: election of the ſixteen Scotch | peers, ſeveral undue | 
methods and illegal practices were uſed,. of which, they 
could bring proofs, and praying that the houſe of 
lords would allow them to be laid before them. 
petitioners were perſons of the higheſt rank and maſt 
The matter of their 
petition was of ſupreme conſeguence, ran the 
very exiſtence of the houſe of lords. 


Some of the court- lords were againſt a any 
enquiry into the matter of it; fearing, that ſome 
things might come out, which would not be much 
for their honour. The earl of Chefterfield and lord 
Bathurſt ſaid, it was very extraordinary, that any heſi- 
tation ſhould be made in the huuſe of lords whether 
they ſhould liſten to a complaint of ſo high an enor- 
mity made by perſons of ſuch rank. When the 
matter came before the houſe, the dukes of Athol and 
Buccleugh obſeryed, that the terms of the petition - 

were vague and indefinite. It was remarked, that 
two Scotch peers ſpeaking againſt the petition was 
rather indelicate. It was likewiſe obſerved, - that the 
houſe of peers is nat, like the courts below, confined. 
to forms; but may proceed to the general iſſue and 


reſpectable perſonal characters. | 


merits of the cauſe in- the moſt natural way. It was 


The 


moved, That the petitioning lords ſhould be deſired 
to declare, whether they intended to controvert the 
jate election v. The petitioning lords declared, they 
fig not intend to controvert- the election or return ol 
* 


— 


2 Des. 6 IV, 55 


a 


n e ee 
62 * Ibid. 366. 
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the ſixteen peers from Scotland, but only to lay before 


the houſe certain proceedings at the election, which 
they thought dangerous to the conſtitution, and which 


might affect future elections. A multitude of difh- 


culties were ſtarted about ſuch an enquiry 's drawing , 


imputations on certain characters; but it was, rightly 


obſerved, that the lords would do well: to iconſider, 
whether throwing impediments in the way of a due 
enquiry into the matter of the petition, would not 
draw imputations upon the houſe of peer. 
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The petitioning lords made a renewed application 8 


to the houſe of peers, ſignifying, beſides what they had 
ſaid in their firſt repreſentation, that they could not, 
in the matter of their petition, act bath as proſecutors 
and witneſſes; that though their informations were 
ſufficiently. certain as to the fact, that there had been 
undue proceedings at the election of Scotch peers, yet 
their informers might not have thought proper to- 
give in names, and may avoid. doing ſo, till brought 
before the houſe of peers. Then they added * as fol- 
lows; - Though the opening the particulars of the 
facts to be proved may neceſſarily produce ſuch a 
© diſcovery of evidence before examination as is: uſually 
thought dangerous even. in courſe. of ordinary trials, 

and may be much more ſo in the caſe of a parliamen 

« tary enquiry : | Yet nevertheleſs, in conſequence of 


your lordſhips order, as far as we are able from the þ 


© nature of the thing, we do humbly acquaint your 
< lordſhips, that we laid the petition before you upon 
information thht the liſt of ſixteen peers for Scotland 
had been framed by perſons i in high truſt under the 
$ pie Tong previous to the election itſelf; and 

| W519 WD < ood 
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jo Fourier: man 


c that this liſt was ſhewn'to'pters as a lift approved 
© of by che erown, and was called the king's liſt; 
from Which there was to be no variation; unleſs it 
was to make way for one or two particular peers, 
cn condition, that they ſhould ge along with the 

© meaſure. That peers were ſolicited to vote for the 
6 liſt,” called the crowh-lift, without the liberty of 
making any alterations. That endeavours were 
e uſed to engage peers to vote for this liſt by promiſe 
© of penſions, and 'offices civil and military, to them- 
6 ſelves and near relations; and by actual promiſe 
© and offers of ſums of money. That ſums of money 
s wete actually given to or for the uſe of ſome peers to 
c engage them to concur in the voting for this liſt. That 
5 atinual-penſfions were promiſed to be paid to-pgers, if 
© they concurred in the voting for this liſt; ſome of 
© them'to be on a regular: eſtabliſhment, and others to 
© be paid. without any e/tabliſhment at all. That about 
< the time of this election, numbers of penſions, offices 
(of. which ſome were nominal) arid releaſes of debis 
© owing to the crown, were granted ta peers, wha 
_ 6 concurred in voting for this liſt, and to their 
© near relations. That on the day of election, a batal- 
6 lion of his majeſty's forces was drawn up in the Abbey 
© court, at Edinburgh, and three companies af it 
were marched from Leith (a place at one mile's diſ- 
© tance) to join the reſt of the batallion, and kept 
under arms from nine in the morning till nine 
* at night, when the election was ended, Contrary to 
cuſtom at elections, and without any cauſe or oca- 


* ſion, that your petitioners could. foreſee, other than 


# the overawing of the election. Theſe. inſtances of © 
$ undue practices we now humbly mention, which, 
E we * will bea your edges” that we have 


e r asg 0 5 this mit- 
« ter into your! ſerlous confiderition; ''and' to provide | 
+ ſuch"#'rethelly"as may be effectunk ſor preſerving ehe 
right dtd” freedom of elections, "this Being tis vary 
night that now remain wiln ene peers of Sr¹I¹,j, 
in lieu of u renn er, een — 8 parla- 
ment“ Ene job 5 
All this heli, bent or ering my 85 2 
their g cod fordlbips. At was nok fü eientl) ly Per 
Jar to be Ee notice sf by te Wiufe. 
ribery was "not 4 4 dene particilat miele if 
be Plackiccs; ndr Were the alfferefit ſpeeies '*bf 
it, arte Tue Tzed' by the "petitioning lords, "particular 
he 


ehoup bovis lords Were even 10 Hard f put, | 
e pe petitioning lords for n. * 


10 it, e dae Vlanted 

mentioning Gd name of the officer, Who comman 
the regiment, 794 55 15 | boltited to vveriwe The 
election. But not nothing e have been more 'trifling, 7A 
than their ARES, ths, becauſe he Was not guilty x 
but was obliged to obey | his ſuperior officer, | ring 
It A coroner, my. Lords, (lays one of the *- 9 
e ſpeakers) “ 3 mould be informed that a her- 

« ſon had been murdered, the body buried,, and the 

c murderer, concealed ; but that if ks Would examine 
tuch witneſſ: ſes As his informers thould direct e& him to, 
« the murder mig LR be diſcoyered, and the .perſoas, 
« puilty 4 a and brought to condign puniſh- , 
£ ment; the coronet would be very deficient in 
« his 215 if The "ould | nge or refuſe enquiring info. 
« the affair, becauſe his informers could not, or. 
c haps, would not, declare to him the perſons gui It 


4 


and the particular manner in which the murder was . 
" committed. Surely, my lords, if his informert 
en ep of 40) cblradter vr pleite, if they wete 
| Sn per ſunb 
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0 perſons upon whoſe information he could have the 
< leaſt dependence, he would immediately order the 
7 body to be taken up and examined, and would exa- 
s mine, in the ſtricteſt manner, every witneſs his 
| © informers could direct him to. The caſe. before us 
© is the very ſame. If your lordſhips can have any 
« dependence upon the character or credit of the peti - 
4 tioners, you muſt ſuſpect that a moſt horrid murder 
© has been committed. An election there has been, 5 
< whether it was a fair election, your lordſhips are 
« to enquire; for if it was carried on by undue 
« methods, and illegal practices, the right of the pecy- 
© age of Scotland has been murdered, our conſtitution 
4 has got, I am afraid, a, mortal Hab. 1..am. per- 
© ſuaded none of your lordſhips is of opinion that the 
< petitioners are perſons, whoſe information is not in | 
© the leaſt to be depended on, and in ſuch a caſe, upon. 
< ſuch. an information will your lordſhips refuſe to 
© make any enquiry, becauſe they cannot inform you 
© of the particular perſons concerned in the murder, 
© and of all the particular circumſtances how it was 
© committed? For God's fake, my lords, confider 
© what an injury will be done, by ſuch a refuſal, to 
© the nation in general; and what a public ſlur will be 
© thrown upon the honour of this houſe, and upon the 
© juſtice of our proceedings, In ſhort, my lords, the 
© honour of this houſe, as well as the independency 
t of parliament, is, in my opinion, ſo much concerned 
© in the affair now before us, the complaint is ſo 
well ſupported, the grievance ſo fully and fo pat- 
© ticularly ſet forth, and a redreſs ſo loudly and fa * 
« generally as well as particularly called for, that-if 
© we do not enquire ſtrictly into this affair, F ſhall 
_ arty expe that this 5 will ever, for the future, 
. Es, enquire 
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* enquire into the complaints of any ſubject, or of any 
1 number of ſuljects; and if the other houſe follow tho 
« example: of this, where then ſhall the ſubjects go 
8 to complain ? Nowhere can they go, my lords, bu: 
| to the foot of the thrane, which they cannot approach, 
+ but when the miniſters - pleaſe to give them leave, 
+ and then, I am ſure, it muſt; be granted that the 
F ſubjects of this once happy and free nation will be 
* reduced to the ſame ſtate with thoſe of the A 
flute, the moſt fauih: monarchy upon eartl. 
The miniſterial lords made a handle of the a 
ſtance, that the petitioning lords did not comply with 
their order, and ſend the numes of the offenders. A 
groſs proof of partiality againſt the matter of the peti- 
tion ! For the petitioning —— know all their 
names; and petitioned-'the houſe expreſly for the 
purpoſe of - finding: ont the guilty perſons; which the 
petitioning londs ahemſalues could not do. Beſides that 
the naming, before examination, of the ſuſpected 
perſons was the ſure way to defeat the examination 
by putting them upon abſconding, or running away, 


and ſecuring; their betters from diſcovery. One would 


almoſt imagine, their tender -hearted lordſhips meant 
this in pure compaſſion to the poor innocents, who 
had unthinkingly ſtabbed the liberties of their coun- 
try. At any rate, there was one obvious advantage, 
aof which the lords diſappointed the nation, vix. The 
legiſlature's finding means for preventing ( if they 
wiſheq to preyent) ſuch. corrupt practices for the 
future. We) cannot conceive (ſaid the proteſting 
lands) that an innocent perſon, who ſhould happen 
| $ to: be named in the courſe of ſuch an examination, 


| {call poſlibly | be deprived of the ; means. of making 
This jnnocence appear. But! we can well foreſee, that 


n | guily 


r 
ily perſohs {atid theſe probably vf the hig, rank) 
e by: fach a method; which impoſing al 
lliy on the informants, muſt, as we appre2 

——_ ſerve to defeat; all Parliamentary [enquiries; 
Lund therefore «could not be, in bur opinion, within 
Atthe intention of the order.“ The proteſting lords 
add, We apprehend, that pinning down the peti- 
* tening lords to the preciſe words of the order, thky 
e de attended with this fatal conſequerice; that all 
e parliamentiivy enquiries may be rendered much fn 
# difficus hereafter Which may probably give ſuch 
t eneouragement to corrupt minifters,. that they maß 
©be prompted to make the moſt. dangerous attempts 
upon the cenflitutien, and hope: to come off with 
«, zniputity; Such apprehenſions naturally ſuggeſt the 


* melancholy reflection that our poſterity. may ſee tb 


* time when ſome of thoſe lords who ſit upon a moro 
© precarious. foot than the reſt of the houſe, having 
through motives of virtue and honour, oppoſed the 
4 evil deſigns of ſome Futur: miniſter, for that, and 
that alone; may? be exclude? at an enſuing election; 
und though the whole world may be ſenſible of the 
© zaufe of their excluſion; nd remedy may be found, 
put their cafe may become a ſubject of natiomi 
< concern, indignation, and reſentment,” It was therl 
moved: that the petition ſhould be diſmiſſed. And 
it was urged (gravely. I will not ſay; for I ſhould 
 hitik hardly even a conrt-lord could fo effectualiy com- 

mand bis countenanes) that it was à priori, and 
from the nature of the thing,” improbable (gem. 

frically deminfitable; they ſtiould have faid) © that my 

$. fuch- praRtices were made uſe of at the Jate election. 


Becauſe th the —_— dg way good men . If — 3 


— — 
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den aer 


* 


at demanGration, let the reader. judge. b 
eren an, the part of the petition, wat iß ſuch x 


Petition was, diſmiſſed,. it Wend naturally be, egg- 


cluded, That the houſe of peers © was never te Faguirp 


into any illegal practices, if by ſuch enguiny, ak 
impeachment: an any other parliamentary \girageed- 


ing, migbt . neceſſary far puniſhment. 3 Ie 
was ſaid, That even common fame, or à general ela - 


mour was not only à foundation for an enquiry, 
but ſuch 4 foundation as the hauſe of peers 1 


* obliged, hath in hongur and duty, to lay hald of ;* 
that the guilty, if any ſuch are faund and convicted, 


may be brought to condign puniſhment ; or, if other- 


- wiſe, that the flanderers may be puniſhed. General 


* clamours- ought” never to be contemned, the people 
* ought to be ſatisfied. It is one of the chief endt of 


our mecting in this houſe, and in ſuch caſes there is 


no way of ſatisfying the people, but by à ſtrig 


+ guilty perſons there muſt neceſſarily be upoꝶ all 
© ſuch occaſions, either on one ſide or the other.“ 


And if a general clamour is a ſufficient. cauſe for par- 


liamentary -enquity, how much more a petition from 


fix noblemen formally com plaining of injury done'them- 


ſelves and their country ? To ſay nothing of the duke 
of Hamillon, the fir/# nobleman of the antient\king- 
dom of Scotland, or of any of the other four, E 
ſubſcribed the petition, the venerable name of the 
earl of Stair was alone ſuſficient to fanctify whatever 
it appeared affixed to, and to ſecure it from the neg< 
lect of any, but a ſet of men, e had __ fee he 


And decency at - defiance, i 9 97 7 


The affair of the South Sea direfiars, 118. of the 


charitable corporation, and of the 8 ; 


com- 


Lenguiry, and a ſevere- puniſbment upon the gailiy for 
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company, were mentioned on the part of the petltiofl;/ 
into which an enquiry was made, though às few par“ 
ticulars previouſly ſpecified as in the preſent caſe: 
Theſe were all ſet on foot in confequence of petitions 
from the injured, as in the preſent caſe. But,” (fay 
the lords on the ſide of the petition) e was it ever 
before deſired, or inſiſted on that the petitioners ſnbuld 
give particular inſtances of the frauds or illegal prae: 
< tices they complained of? Was it ever inſiſted on 
© that they ſhould give the 'numes of the particular | 
> perſons they ſuppoſed to be guilty ? No, my lords, 
« it never was. And ſhall the petitioners in the prefent 
c caſe, becauſe they are men of as high quality,” and as 
© much injured as any that ever'preſented a petition to 
< partiament, becauſe the injury they complairi of is 
© of as high and as dangerous a nature as any that was + 
< ever complained of to parliament ; and becauſe the 
© practices they complain of are as generally believed, 
© and as much exclaimed againſt, as ever any practices 
© were in this or any other nation; - ſhall they, I. ſay, 
© for theſe reaſons be obliged to do more than was ever 
© deſired of any petitioners? Shall their petition be 
< rejected, unleſs they will ſubje&t themſelves to the 
trouble, the expence, and the danger of becoming _ 
actual accuſers of thoſe they ſuſpect to be guilty ? 
It was obſerved, © that even in private life, if a as 
| © tleman ſhould relate a fact, and ſay he had it from 
© ſuch authority as he could depend on, it would not be 
c conſiſtent with common decency, to tell him, I can 
0 give ns credit to what you relate; nay, I will not ſa 
© much as be at the pains to enquire into the truth of i it; 
© unleſs you give me your authority. Conſider, .my 
18 lords, what are the authorities that can be given. The 


© noble lords the een have told us, that they have 
certain 


2 
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ft 


© certain information of undue and illegal pradtic ices 


« uſe of towards engaging peers to vote for a lift at the 


© Jaft election. The only authority they can give for 


© this allegation is, that of the perſons who told them fo, 


and theſe are the very perſons they deſire to have au- 
© amined at your lordſbips bar. Surely your lordſhips 
© would not have them to give you that authority at 
« preſent z you would not have them now to give you 
the names of their informers ; that would indeed be a 
© diſcovery. of evidence, the mold open that ever way 
made, and more open than was ever dz fired from any 
© plaintiff in this world. This therefore is not ſurely 
© what the noble lords would have towards aſſiſting 
© them to form a judgment of their own in the preſent 


« caſe; and yet F this be not what they want, I really 


eannot comprehend what they would have.“ 


© If we look back- upon all former elections in pars 
© liament, (ys a nameleſs ſpeaker in the debate) we 


| © muft think it very ſtrange that the ſixteen peers. 


© choſen have always been of a min nifterial complexion 


t almoſt' without exception ; and if the complexion of 
© any of them altered during the continuance, of the = 


© parliament, we have always found them left out at 
« the'next election; nay, upon all changes of miniſters, 


© we have found the election of peers in Scotland take a 
© new and a general turn, This could not, in my 


© er have happened without ſomething of a very 
© extraordinary miniſterial influence on that election g 
© and' this extra ordinary influence cannot be obtained 


« without ſome undue methods and illegal practices > 


G ' hays. it is natural to ſuppoſe, that if he is not a man 


* of more virtue than miniſters uſually have, a miniſter 


e will, always make uſe of the power and the favours of 
* 2 crown which are at his diſpoſal, to get ſuch a 


* ſet. 


S 
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4 ſet of peers 1 returned, from Scotland as he ſhall apprave 
& of; 0 that from the nature of the "thing, as well as 
1 From paſt experience, we have all the reaſon. in the 

world to believe there have been ſame illegal ba 
made uſe of at the laft « election; ; and a: as. the h. onaur of 
Bis houſe, as well as the preſervation of the conftis 
« rution,, is deeply concerned j in preventing. ſych prac- 
© tices, as ſuch practices cannot be greventeg by our 
v ordinary courts of law, an enquiry inta this affair is 
now, I think, become abſolutely neceſſary.” — * Guſe 
tom, my lords, is of a mighty prevalent nature. 
* Even virtue itſelf owes its reſpect in a great meaſure 
© to cuſtom; and vice, by being openly and  avornedly 
. practiſed, ſoon comes to diſguiſe itſelf, to conceal i its 
s deformity, and at length 1 to aſſume the habit of virtue, 
If miniſterial influence, if private and ſelfiſh. views 
* ſhould once come to be the ſole directors i in voting at 
8 the election of the ſixteen Peers for Scotland, ae 7 75 


n 


* went, would be called ar and good 5 39d ; 


„ 


but an empty bind.” It was, my SAR 50 1175 0 
8 <prruption he found in his country that led that 
28 | n great 
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great man into ſuch an expreſſion. He died! in the 
defence of liberty and virtue; and with, him expired 
the laſt remains of the liberty and virtue of his 
C country: for virtue and liberty always 89. hand in 
hand; wherever one is, there likewiſe is the other, 
0 and from every country they take their fight together,” 
It had been ſaid on this occaſion, that the enquity 
propoſed. by the petitioners would put the nation in 
a ferment. To this it was repliede, As to the 
putting the nation in a ferment, I am ſure in the 
© preſent, caſe our going upon an enquiry will put the 
nation into no ferment; but our refuſing to make any 
© enquiry. will certainly put the whole nation, and 
c particularly Scotland, into a very great ferment. We 
6 ought. to conſider, my lords, the danger the whole 
6 nation was expoſed to by a moſt unjuſt rebellion 
© raiſed. i in that country againſt his late majeſty ; but 
ds if the peerage of that country ſhould find themſelves 
« oppreſſe ed by a miniſter, and ſhould find that no: - juftice 
© is to be expected from this houſe, it may raiſe 
+ another rebellion, or. rather an inſurrection, in that 
& country; and as they would then have truth and 
0 juftice on their ſide, it would naturally procure them 
© the bearts of all the people of Ho and. 102 am 
0 * afraid. moſt, of their hands. * 


The petition being diſmiſſed, a wg was e ntered 
on, the journals, in. which are the waning, nervous f 
paſſages, viz. — 

6 When we confiler the firſt N in x the anfored 5 
* of the lords; petitioners, vin. That the liſt of ſixteen 
© peers for Scotland had been framed by perſons in higbꝰ 
- © truſt; under the crowns being previous to the election 
6 hn Ms * the liſt was ſhewn t to ee liſt ap- 

Wee to [ED K $4: 1 39 proved f 

— — — — * | 
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proved of by the rrown, and was called — 
© we are filled with mndignation to ſee that great name 
<« inderently blended with the tricks: of minifters, and 
profaned and. profiituted te the wor jt purpoles, to 
< purpoſes that muſt neceflarity tend to the ſubvert 
© of our conflitution, which we know it is his majeſty's 
glory and deſire to preeror. Such x criminal attempt 
< to fereen or facilitate a Tminiferint nomination by the 
_ © interpoſition (equally falſe and illegal) of 'Nis ma- 
« jeſty's name, calls, in our opinion,” not only forithe 
« ſtricteſt enquiry and the foverefſt punifiment upon the 
„authors of the fakt, if it be Sroved, or the fert 
of it, if it be not; but itis in our opinion nb way to 
be dropt unexamined and umenfuirrd into; fach's pre- 
dtedent may in future times encourage che 2509 of 
C miniſters to toad with Fs guilt the beſt of prances ; the 
© borrowed name of his ſroerign may at once become 
* his weapon and his Jhield, and the conſtitution ma 
© owe its danger, and he his defence to the abuſe 4 
+ his prince's nam after a long abuſe of his patber.— — 
We diſſent, becauſe we think the promiſes of pen- 


t ſions and offices, civil and military,” [and the other 
above-mentioned bribes offered to the peers, Who 


mould vote for the miniſterial HR] * ſeem'in the higheſt 
degree to affect the honour and dignity of this os 73 
+ fince untroubled ſtreams can hardiy be exp 
© flow from 2 corrupted ſouree: and if e 
© ſixteen peers for Scotland ſhould ever by the ul arts 
© of corroption dwindle imo a mie nomination, 

© inſtead - of perſons of che firſt rank, greateſt merit, 


© and moſt conſiderable. property, we may 'expect in 
future parſiaments, to fee ſuch only returned, who, 


| * owing their election to the nomination of the mini- 


© fter, may purchaſe the continuance of their precarious 


« ſears by — ack enarimons fubmiffion to his 
5 * dictates. 


* 


7 
4 © 
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« dictates, ' Such perſons can never be impartial pages 
of his conduct, mould it over be brought in judge 5 
© ment before bd great tribun s.??? 

Thus far this thameleſs affafe was Melody 1 and POT 


it was yoted to adjourny'an' which 32 lotds diſſented. 5 


Their proteſt coholudes with the following whitts, vi. 
We have reafori to appreliend that pi uon the 
« peruſal of the journal of this day, me be induced to 
« think that this houſe was not inclined to permit the 
c tranſaQtions' of the late dection in Scotland to be | 
© brought under examination, in any ſhape wvhinſorviy : ! 
* the method propofed being, as we concelye, Aar of 
all the Mieelient which . made in ration, to the. 
* petition, 2 pla IP 
On orcafion of the ial election for Yorks 
frire, M. D. 1 36, the commidtis allowed: patol-evidence | 
to be a ſufficient Proof, that a particular voter Was 
not a freebolder, 'who' bad made lr, that he was, 
Yet we do not hear, that the man was punſbem fot 
perjury *.'. And afterwards #, < The houſe Jo 
8 fe-aſſumed the bearing of. the petitions relating ts 
« an undue election for the county of York, —＋ 
| © {ef for the petitioners examined Teſta Win, 
| © order to  difqualify. John Maten, as having ha 
© freehol4 at the time of the ſaid election in the ae 
© where he then fwore, that his frechold did lie ;/and 
« the ſaid Wilſon beginning to give evidenee'.of that 
6 difqualifieation, by relating the confeffian of the fad 
Jen Malen, he was interrupted by the counfel for 
the ſiteing member, who faid, that as the houſe would | 
© not adm of a man's confeſfion even before them, as 
* an evidence againſt what he had. ſworn at the time 
25 D 
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6 of an election, they would not ſurely admit of a man's 
8. private confeſſion to a neighbour in the country as 
an evidence againſt what he had ſworn at the time of 
© an election. Upon this the counſel on both ſides 
«© were heard, and ſeveral. journals read, particularly 
© the reſolution of that houſe of the 12th of February 
« then, laſt, in the caſe of the election for the borough 
b of Southwark againſt admitting the petitioners counſel 
* to examine Thomas Garman in contradi#ion to his 
© oath at that election: And then the following queſtion 
was propoſed, vz. That the counſel for the pe- 


© titioners be admitted to give evidence as to what a 


voter confeſſed, of his having no Freehold, who, at 
the time of the election, ſwore be had. Upon this 
motion there was alſo a debate; but upon the queſ- 
© tion's being. put, it was carried i in the affirmative by 
« 181 to 132.” | 

In the year 1739, . was made of an undug | 
8 wetion for Plymouth. The laſt determination of the 
houſe, viz. A. D. 2660, had ſettled, that the right 
of election was in the mayor, and commonalty. The 
petitioner's counſel inſiſted, that the word commonalty 
ſignifies freemen only, excluding freeboldert. The houſo 
reſolved the ſame. The ſitting member, who was 
elected by a majority of freemen and freeholders, was 
turned out, and the petitioner, who was FN by A 
majority of freemen only, Was received . 

How neceſſary miniſters think it for them to . 
power in elections, appears from the following; which 
ſhews, that the then reigning junto were willing to 
ſacrifice, to this great object, the liberty and anten 
of every Britiſh _— : ON | 

5. 


A DER. Con. _ I99e | 


due H. DISQUISITIONS. 253 


A. D. 1739, the miniſtry, on pretence of manning 
the navy, propoſed an act, by which conſtables ſhould 
have power, by a warrant from juſtices, to enter and 
ſearch private houſes at all hours, for concealed failors. 
In the debate in the houſe of N an r 
member ſpoke as follows . 


I am ſurpriſed, to find nn expreſs 10 FR 
« impatience, as ſome begin to ſhew in this debate, 
I hope no gentleman. comes here with a reſolution 
5 to give his vote upon either fide of any queſtion, 
that may be ftarted, till he has heard what may be 
« ſaid for or againſt it; and therefore in a queſtion 
< which ſo nearly concerns the liberties of this coun- 
| © try, I cannot but be ſurpriſed at ſeeing gentlemen 
« expreſs an unwillingneſs' to hear the argument fully 
« diſcuſſed, If they will not be at the pains to, let 
us hear their ſentiments upon it in any other way 
© than by their Hye or Ne, they ought to attend pare 
< ticularly to thoſe that will; for thqugh theſe mono- 
< ſyllables may determine the queſtion, ..I am ſure 
neither of them will convince any reaſonable. man in 
<© the kingdom. The queſtion now before us is not 
« ſimply, Whether we ſhall agree to 107 clauſe of or not. 
© It is, Whether we ſhall agree to put an n b our 


© conflitution, and make ſlaves of ourſelves, our con- 


© ſtituents and poſterity? For this, in my opinion, 
« will be the certain confequence of our agreeing to 
« this clauſe, however amended, That our liberties, 
« nay and our properties too, depend upon the freedom 
6 of our elections, is a maxim which I believe no man 
vill conteſt, A corrupt parliament may for a time 
6 ſupport an — and wicked miniſter; but a parli- 

Br 
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$ kat the iream : Our elections for pailiament 
* men are the fountain head, and as long as they ate 
© left free and uncorrupted, the ſtream will of. .courſe 
5 refine; and will af laſt become ee as the foun- 
< « ſeems to be contrived for polfading the Cem 
| Itſelf, and for rendering all the elections in the 
kingdom dependent upon the will of every future 
: miniſter. Let us conſider, Sir, that the freedom of 
. 44 man's vote at any election may be taken away, 
© not only by an immediate bribe in ready money, or 
© bank notes, but by the hopes. of being rewarded, for 
© his compliances, or the fears of being made to ſuffer 
c for his ſtubbornneſs; ; and if we conſider how much 
ta miniſter has it already i in his power to make uſe 
* of every one of thoſe methods, we ſhall be extremely 
autious of making any new additions to that power. 
That our miniſters have mow a much greater com- 
© mand of ready money, than they formerly uſed to 
7 have, can be denied by no man who conſiders the 
© late increaſe of the civil ii revenue, the great ſums 
| E of late years allowed, even in time of peace, for 
t ſecret ſervice money, and the ſavings, that may be 
© made out of the vaſt ſums now granted for the 
© current ſervice. I believe, Sir, it will be as little 
5 conteſted; that our miniſters, haye now a much 
© greater number of lucrative. poſts. and employment | 
at their. diſpoſal, than any . former - miniſters ever 
© had in this kingdom. Theſe, Sir, are a tio edged 
© ſword in the hands of a miniſter; they ſerye not 
$ only for cultivating the hopes of the compliant, but 
6 for encreaſing the fears of the ſtubborn at elections; 
© and by our late practice they are now become more 


$ uſeful in bath thelp 1 than ever they were 
. * hone e 7 


Chap, IM DISQVISITIONS. % 
before. Itr is now become a general and an eſta· 
< bliſhed opinion, that no man is to expect or to hold 
= any poſt or employment in the government, unleſs 
© he, and all thoſe over whom he bay any influence, 
< take care to vote at eyery election according to the = 
directions of the miniſter. What an effect this 
© muſt have at all elections, gentlemen may eaſily 
© imagine. If an elector has any thing mercenary in 
© his temper, he will certainly vote according to court 
directions at every election, in hopes that he, his 
« ſon, his brother, or ſome near relation, may get 
<a poſt or 2 preferment in the ſervice of the govern· 


ment; and it is a great hardſhip upon honeſt men, 


not, I ſhall not pretend to ſay; but I am ſure it is 


0 


< I mean thoſe. who. vote upon all occaſions accerd · 
cj ing to conſcience, to find themſelves exeluded from 
© all the benefits that are to be reaped by ſerving thei 
country in a public capacity. Whether it is ſo — 


« generally thought, that no man is now deemed 
© capable to ſerve his country, unleſs he be ready 
© upon: all- occaſions to ſacrifice the liberties of his 
country to the diftates of thoſe who have the dif 

© poſal of our public 8 ; and this of itſelf 
« would in moſt countries be ſufficient for eſtablithing 
© arbitrary power.'—He goes on afterwards as fol- 
lows.— In a country where there is a multitude of 


< penal laws, and eſpecially when thoſe laws not only 


« puniſh, but create Erimes, innocence can be no pro- 


- © tetion againſt the malice or revenge of thoſe who 


< are entruſted with the executive part of the goyern- 
© ment. A man may without knowing it, be guilty 0 
© of a breach of fuch intricate laws; and even when 
« he is guilty of no breach, he may be plagued and 
b haraſſed out of his life, or at leaſt out of Nix buſi- 
— 4 LC * neſs, 


— * 
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* neſs, by the government's officers. In ſuch eir- 
© cumſtances-he muſt not only be a very honeſt, but 
42 very brave and reſolute man, who will dare to 
vote at any election contrary to theſe menaces that 
© are whiſpered - to him by the tools of a miniſter; | 
© and if we conſider what numbers of electors ate 
© already brought into ſuch circumſtances by the many 
0 penal laws lately enacted, we ſhall have more reaſon 
to wonder at any election's being carried againſt 
© the court intereſt, than at the mini fler's having the 
© direfion of moſt of the elections in the kingdom. 
When our liberties are in ſo great danger, when 
© there is ſo much reaſon to apprehend the prevalence 
© of court influence upon every election in the king- 
< dom, ſhall we paſs a law, which will enable a. 
| piper to diſtreſs « every man in the kingdom, who 
ſhall dare to diſobey his orders at any election? I 

e ſay, Sir, every man in the kingdom; for this lau- 
s will enable a miniſter to diſtreſs not only our ſea- 
men, but every man in the kingdom that has a hauſe 
cover his head. Such a law as this will have a 
© moſt fatal effect upon the freedom of our elections, 
not only with regard to all ſuch as are, or have 
© ever been at ſea, or in any buſineſs upon the water, 
© but with regard to every other man in the kingdom, 
' © that happens to be a houſe-keeper, Quiet and 
© ſecurity at home, is an advantage which every man 
© muſt deſire, and conſequently being diſturbed by 
c unwelcome oueſts, or at unſeaſonable hours, is a 
© danger every man muſt dread. | By this law you are 
$ to put it in the power of a miniſter to diſturb any 
0 houſe-keeper in the kingdom as Men, and at ſuch 
© hours as he thinks fit; and conſequently every | houſe- 


© keeper in the kingdom muſt be under a continual 
7 | f N ſſterror 
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c terror of doing any thing that may provoke th 
© miniſter to make uſe of this power againſt him. FL 
The interpoſition of an information upon oath, will 
de no retraint upon this power; becauſe miniſters 
bare generally well provided with informers of all 
kinds, and the more wicked and oppreflive 2 miniſter 
© is, the more of | theſe vermin he always has about 
© him, and the more profligate they are, In my 
© opinion it will be ſo far from diminiſhing, that it 
c will increaſe the danger of this clauſe, becauſe juſ- 
* tices are to be not only empowered, but required to 
grant their warrant, and conſtables are obliged to 
execute the warrant of the juſtices. If you leave 
it as it ſtands at preſent, the execution of the law - 
£ muſt be regulated, or at Jeaſt it ought, I think, to 
© be regulated by the preſent practice in the caſe of 
* vaprants. When the juſtices grant their warrant 
for a general ſearch after vagrants and other idle and 
« diſorderly perſons, the conſtables” are not to ſearch 
every houſe in the diſtrict; they are to ſearch no 
< where but in night houſes, or houſes of ill repute; 
V and if they ſhould diſturb houſes of good character, 
© by virtue of ſuch a warrant, they might be proſe... 
'© cuted, and would be puniſhed ; and therefore as 
this law: now ſtands, the conſtables could, in my 
opinion, ſearch no where but in houſes reputed to 
be harbourers of abſeonling ſeamen. This, I ſay, 
is my opinion, but if the clauſe ſhould: be pa ed 
*into'a law, I fhall not ſay that my opinion would 
| $ be aſked or followed; and therefore I do not think 
| # we ſhould agree to a law, which by too extenſive 
ban interpretation might be made of the moſt dan- 
# gerous conſequence both tp the liberties of our 
. eeung yd, and to the n of — ſubject. he 
| 6 ir, 
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« Sirg if you make the amendment propoſed ; if you 
_ © xequire the juſtice to grant his warrant upon the 
5 oath of any inſormer, you will make the evil con- 
. ſequences of this law certain aud unavoidable, - The 
0 juſtioe mut then grant his warrant, and the houſe 
| < muſt be ſearched, let the character of the houſe be 
ever ſo good, let the character of the Informer be 
ever ſo bed, This, Sir, is more than is done even 
< in the caſe of felony 3 à juſtice is empowered to grant 
© his warrant to ſeareh a bouſe upon information on 
< oath, that there is eauſe to ſuſpect ſtolen gdods 
< being concealed in that houſe ;- but he is nat regaired 
. ſo to do. He may, and might to refuſe, granting 
his warrant, if the informer be a mean perſon, or 
one of a bad character; and if, upon ſearehing, nv 
ſuch goods be found, the informer would be mide 
© anſwerable for all damages ſuſtained by ſuch ſearch. 
© Nay the. ju/tice himſelf would be made anſwerable, 
if it ſhould appear that he had granted his warrant 
upon the information. of an inſufficient perſon, 1 


- © therefore wiſh, Sir, that the honourable gentlemen 


employed in drawing up this bill had eonſidered 
© a little better the conſtitution and the laws of their 
country; for from the bill, as it ſtands at preſent, 
© the people without doors will be apt to imagine they 
© have very little regard to the liberties, the proper - 
© ties, or the eaſe of the ſubject, provided they can 
e but increaſe the power and influence of the crown.” 
— Afterwards he adds. what follows; Upon this 


© ſubject, Sir, I cannot paſs, unobſerved; the late 


< famous gin- act. By the eſtabliſhed law of the land, 
© before. that act was paſſed or thought of, no perſon 
© could ſell beer, ale, or ſpirituous liquors, by retail, 
6 . a licence from the juſtices of peace. The 
6 juſtices | 
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« juſtices bad a power to refuſed theit licenees or d 
© recall it, when they pleaſed ; and if any one ſold 
« ſuch liquors: without a licence, he was by Jaw made 
. liable to ſevere: penalties. Beſides this, thete were 
e ſevere Jaws: againſt all ſuch as allowed drunkenneſs 
© or tippling in their houſes ; and moreoyer thero 
< were ſovetal of our gin · hops that might, I believes 
< have been indicted. as a public nuiſance, - yes 
neglect of all theſe remedies; tippling and dranken- 
< neſs in gii-ſhops and  ale-tiouſes,, came to a mon- 
< ſtrous height, and .was generally complained ef, 
© and often; preſented by our gtand inqueſt without 
any redreſa, becauſe our juſtices of peace, who ar 
* entirely under the dire@ion. of our minjffers, would 
not put the laws in execution: again theſe enormi- 
_ © ties, At laſt, when: the people were worked up to 
« a ſufficient rage againſt theſe enormities we were 
© told, that the laws in being were not ſufficient fot 
preventing them; and though every one that under- 
© ſtood. the law, knew the contrary, we were pre- 
< vailed on to agree to a new law, by which a very 
great addition was made to the civil lift revenue; 
« and every vintner, inn- ale · houſe · keeper, vic - 
| Se ee kings 
dom, brought under a moſt laviſh dependence upon 
_ ©our juſtices of the peace and commiſſioners of exciſe; 
That theſe were the effects of the gin- act muſt bo 
apparent, Sit, to every one who conſiders that the 
great increaſe of the civil liſt revenue pretended to 
c ariſe from its ſhare of the duties upon ſpirituous 
e was owing to the enormities complained 
Sof, which were, perhaps, for that very reaſon in- 
6 dulged; and for the ſame reaſon, perhaps, it was 
6 e., what nd ſtop could be put to them by 


the = 


— 
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the laws in being, becauſe if a ſtop had been put-to 


them that way, the increaſe, which had ariſen to the 
$ eivil liſt revenue by indulging thoſe enormities, 
would have been annihilated without any recom- 
c pence from the aggregate fund. And if we conſi- 
© der the neceſſity every keeper of a public houſe is 
© under of ſelling ſpirituous liquors in ſmall quantities 


2 © to his cuſtomers, the high penalties he is, by that 
act, ſubjected to, if he does ſo, and the poter given 


© to the commi ſſioners of . exciſe and juſtices of the 
< peace, to mitigate thoſe penalties we may ſee, that 
$ the keeper of every public houſe muſt: be under a 


_ © ſlaviſh dependence upon our commiſſioners of exciſe 


and juſtices of the peace, and conſequently that he 


. © muſt expect to be ruined, ſhould he give his vote 


6 againſt a court-candidate, Thus we may ſee, Sir, that 


2 from all the inconveniencies that aroſe either from 
2 a deficiency in our laws or from a neglect in the 


< execution of them, an advantage is taken for. in» 
© troducing ſome new regulation, by which the 
© power and influence of the crown may be increaſed. 
This has ſo conſtantly, in all ages, been the prac- 


© tice of our miniſters, that one may from thence 
* conclude, that ęvery man, as ſoon as he becomes a 


. minifler, or as he calls himſelf, 'a ſervant of the 


© crown, begins to think himſelf in duty bound to 


© uſe every art he can think of for defiroying the liber- 


© ties of the ſubject. This, I ſay, ſeems to have 
© been the way of thinking among miniſters in all 


v ages, and I am fure in no age more apparently than 


© in this. Shall we then upon this, or any other 


© occaſion, throw aſide our jealouſies and fears ? Shall 
t we put a truſt in thoſe, who by their practices have 


c { given us ſo good reaſon to be convinced of their 
3 „ . —— 
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having a deſign to betray us? If we are under 
© preſent inconvenience, if we are under prefent difi- 
c culties with regard to the manning of our Alert, let 
© us examine whether they proceed from the neglect | 
© or miſconduct of - thoſe concerned in the executive 
© part of our government, or from any real defect in 
© our conſtitution, If from the former, let us remove 
© thoſe who have run us into ſuch difficulties ; 3 and 
© if from the latter, let us conſider our conſlitution, a 
8 apply thoſe remedies that are moſt conſiſtent with its 
0 ſecurity and preſervation 3 but: let us not plunge 
into the pit, which our enemies have dug for us on 
© one hand, for fear of tumbling over the imaginary 
E precipice which they frighten us with on the other. 
I am far from thinking we can be under any dif- 
£ culty i in manning all the ſhips we have occaſion for 
© in the preſent war; but ſuppoſe we were, there are 
© many other remedies, beſides that now propoſed. — — 
© This remedy now 1 our conſideration is the 
« very worſt that could be thought of. It is publiſh- | 
ej ing our diſtreſs to the world, and giving our e 
© mies a juſt cauſe to triumph over us. If the Fren 
or Spaniards owed us 4 grudge, they could in no 
« way ſo effectually puniſh us, as by forcing us to 
8 © deftroy our con/titution, and give up our tiberties, for 
e the ſake of defending ourſelyes againſt them, | Our 
©'paſling ſuch a bill would give great joy to every 
© Frenchman or Spaniard that underſtands any thing 
+ of our conſtitution; and as I am againſt making a 
© hol iday either in France or Spain, 1 muſt be again | 
© agreeing to this clauſe *. 1 3 
A. D. 1741, the houſe proceeded! to be hacks | 
the merits of the Th Tera: 9 98 and, the coun- 
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l on both ſides being withdrawn, William Mit bn, 
Efq; bigh -theriff of the faid county at the laſt ele- 
tion, was called in and heard, and e 
it was reſolved, that the majority of the vor votes upon ; 
the poll was for the petitioner, 'Sir Watkin Williams 
Wynne, dart, and Was ſo declared by the hig h-theriff | 
pt the Cloſe of the poll, and no alteration $7 made 
Jn the laid poll, until after the hig Sh. ſhieriff, ha ad ma dg 
the return. Alſo that John Ai afleton E05 was Dot 
duh ly x returned, and that Sir Watkin ] Hliams e 
| bart. ought to have been kEnich ht of the Hife fo 


da. #4 ns 


faid county, and the cler k 25 1e .crown "was: 5 
to amend the ſaid 1 deer. Then 1 it Kink urthe re- 
folved, that William Middtton, "Efq; his pert af | 
the county of Denbigh,” at the wt. a a A. 3 
knight of the ſhire, having taken up 00 Kir | 
return Fobn Midaleton, Eſq; contrary * 932 5 7 
of votes received by him upon the poll, and to. is 
own declaration of the numbers' A in the Joſe of the 
poll, without any public ſubſequent examinati on” ftp 
the rights of the voters Previous | to ſuch return,” at 
having, aftetwards preſumed. to alter the faick ot 115 | 
order to give colour to ſuch return, has 8 act 
tially, arbitrarily and ille egally, in defiance of thy 
laws, in manifeſt violation of the rights of the free 
holders of the ſaid county, and in breach of "the pri- 
vilege of the houſe; and that he be for his ſaid offence 
committed priſoner to Newgate. | The houſe alſo 


voted an addreſs to his majeſty to remove the fait 


William Middleton from being receiver general of the 


land- revenue in Nerth Wales, and alſo from being 
one of his majeſty's juſtices of the peace for the 
counties of 1 and Nu. . | 

; As 


a Des. Con. XIII. 133, 


may be proper co obſerve, that 4 great diſturbance 
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As the election for W:ftminfler, A. D. 17419 an 
a conſiderable article in the buſineſs of this fefficn,. it 


having enſued about taking the poll; a party of bt 
ſolliers were fent for by order of three bf the juſtices 
of peace. "Theſe precpedings gave rife to the fal-? 
ing remarkable prefernment af the grand jury of 
Middhfox i the „ 
of Fane following. 
Miau «We, che: grid: Jury af bod 6 ts 
body of the county of Migdatleax," da appretiend, that 
© among the mauy enormities and offences committed 
« agauſt the public, none deſerve aur abſeryatioh aud 
« cenſure mate than thoſe which tend to the fubverſian, 
© df the ancient rights of the people to u free , 
1 af their repreſentatives i in patliament, in vbom they 
« repoſe. their undoubted ſhare in the government As, 
Well as. coultitute them guardians of their Hbertion 
2 For we cant but apprebend, that 
« whenever the poople hall Joſe the right of 'gleftions 
or, which. ie che ſame thing, the Freadam of election. 
And ſfrall be vbliged to chuſe their repreſeintati 
© under the awe, dread, or inan of any atbry pate 
«there muſt be an end af | parliaments, or at leaſt of 
© the people's intereſt and ſhare eherein. Wherefars, 
© being oom te enquire for gur forereign lord the = 
king, and the 0 of this county, we upon our 
© oaths preſent, t'on Friday the 8th day of May | 
c-Jaſt, while the election for members of parliament 
© for the city and liberty of Peftminſter was depending. | 
and before the declaration thereof was made, a body 
of foot guards or ſoldiers, to the number of fifty or 
C upwards, headed by officers, did in the afternoon, : 
in a 3 manner, march 950 near Gs place of 
an e e, 
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of .carumens..mill naturallycahrow Ahe notes ima be 
hands. of dhe corporationy; rather then of the inhabi- 
tanta at. large, hecauſe id ia caller: n bribe a few 
—— this pawer is there fate lodged: in wrong 
. ͤ K 
Of eee a Kiba e 2d, v3 e, 
_ © If' & telution of the houſs f -cominons-ie ue 60 
demea whe has wife's voting — 
1 of che houl og 'conmons is 4 atter of 
7 66, Per a uſe muy, yp 2 
— ory who not ſend in 
the majority of: the members for Fuga to ro 
They may throw the power of ſtnding the meinbersn 
into the hands of the kivg and goilacit; and àepbive 
even the mockery. of cbuſng repteſemta- 
der which is alb they have at preſen,jẽ 0b 
© © Paramemtaria” cmitla viii,” Ke. 
7 „ has power ta repeal old laws, 9 
te make regulations" for times preſent and flare. 
1 roperty ; ifean 
* give logitimgey to the ſpurious} it ebnet pub- 
1 „eder pp ints weights and menue Ates 
mines u on to the crown ;| decides! all en- 
bd verſes withour Appeal, where there M ho liygerby 
"which. 10 jade; it las on tune it parddns on- 
© ces; it ſupports theoppreſitlt and puntſhes che ohh 
4 WY das $6 rei life and dk de haas in 


1e ee: on * haf is ee ſay, 
*Þy mY whole ae pe e 110 He 
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| The houſe of commons claims to itſelf, as we have 
ſeen! above, many important and. intereſting privi- 
leges,' and runs far into the executive, inflifting, in 
conſequence, not of the known: laws of the land, 
but of the undetermined ler et .conſurtudo parliamenti, 
various pains and - penalties upon the ſubjects, its 
creators. It is therefore of great conſequence to the 
people, that thls irreſiſtible aſſembly be as little as 
poſſible obnoxious. to every evil byaſs and-influenge.” 
The ſycophants, who ſurround our kings, tell. them, 
all is. well. Here is a parliament regularly aſſembled 
every year. And every thing of conſequence is car- 


ried on according to the letter of the law, and the 


cuſtoms of our anceſtors. The ſame might hav been 
ſaid in the time of Auguſtus, and all the beſt of the 
Roman emperors. There were conſuls, ſenators, tri- 
bunes, prætors, as in the republiean times. But the 
efficiency was all in the emperor and his court, 
and army. So, in our times (the preſent always 
- excepted) we have. ſeen parliaments regularly choſen 
by bought votes, and court - influence; and . 
larly proceeding in the e eee to the | 
of the miniftry, 2 Kar a 
A writer v in king i Was time ſtates the matter 
fairly. The corrupting of parliaments. (ſays he} 
© defeats.all our hopes, poiſons. us in our mother's.thilk, 
© murders us by the hands of our parents, inſects the 
only cordial, that can preſerve our being, makes us 
« acceſſory: to our own fate, betrays us by the hands 


* of thoſe, whom we chooſe to repreſent ue, makes 


* us ſlaves to our protectors,” &c;. Ent 9000018 3% TN 
N | A little 
2 * ä 4 > 4 * f 
2 Tacit. An. pal. 5 


Sr. riders, time of king Fillan, 11. 646. 
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Acliette mattds wrong na- thing of ſurk conſe- 


que tt 481 pak anbeitt, may de great miſchier- K 


miniſteriat i ſpeaxer er cthe hoſe br cbmmöfs 
mröw tue whole debate" ifo che haiids oP Hef de 


patty!" 1 fefbrütten be carrie Tat We Membet. 


0 wfiöm kor Pester potty, Han be Heard. An 
there 18 Roth 110 binder 770 paiſting of ſuch a reſol- 
tion in 4 minfflerla! Bure 8 übten Tie cuſtom 


bas best ter bis Woh to decide, Chen A debate arofe,, | 


wilh member Was Up BUR!” untefs they chöſe to felve 


ich a ſpeatet:"""Ntrehits Have lately been made s 


change this b nt 1% Fi s bg A 1 

Why reien nations lay, And fay truly, that”: a king of 
f Euglaud, in conſunction with his parliament, is as 
« great” and Greadful a prince as any in Europe. " Chan- 
cellor Finch's ſpeech at the opening of Charlir II. 4 
thitd parliament. "But this i is ſuppoling, 25 et- 
ment honeſt to the pebple v. 

he bölruption of Serben ( ſays the czarina ) 
£Merally* begins by the corruption of its principles.” - 
Fh Prineiple ef governnient in a free ſtate is, The 


paaples15ve their eountry. The principle of the F 
Britiſh government is, An independent houfe of com | 


env! Ifxhie0 e 2 all is ſaſe. Tf that, oo violated, 
His prerartuS⁰ IQ tt © $439 +: | 7 | 
AliÞPatiarient e juice, ws to be 


ofltefidfvedi pure from corruption, and free from par- 


bia ] E WuId Add not only Juſtre, reputation, 
Sand! höndur, hut unchority to what is done in 


Anil 4 & 8 moveth 


þ * * 0 2 . 
CE I ONES **õö eres wears not KT et ee 
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S pichament}no At mens eſtates and liberties are pre- 
f ſerved under the ſafe cuſtody of partiament. This 


5 POLITICAE bv. 
e e 6 any thing that may re- 
< judice parliament in point of integrity *,” ne Bb. 
The leaſt appearance: of corruption, where all 
ought. to be virgin purity, is execrable, - In parli- 
. ©. ament” ( according to the duke of G and 
| biſhop of Eh, in their ſpeeches to Rich, II. in his 
x2th. year, at Eltham, A. D. 1389, handed down 
to us by the old hiſtorian Knighton >). © all equity 
c ought. ta ſhine forth without the leaſt. cloud or ſha- 
£ dow, like the ſun in his meridian glory,” &c, The 
Hate. is a ſhip, and. it ſails in a ſea of corruption. If 
there were the ſmalleſt chink in the veſſel, corruption 
Would flow in. But we * our _—_ r arts, 
| to let it in freely, 
When a priyate man receives any . ta 
© betray a truſt; one, or a few perſons, may ſuffer, 
© If a ; be. corrupted; the oppreſſion is extended 
© to greater numbers, But when legiſſators.are brihed, 
© or, which. is all one, are under any particular en- 
* gagement, that may influence them in their Jegiſla- 
$ tive capacity, then it is, that we may expect injuſ- 
a tice to be eſtabliſhed by law, and all thoſe cpnſe- 
© quences which will inevitably follow the ſubyerſfiow 
4 of the conſtitution, as ſtanding armies, | oppreſſive 
© taxes, and ſſavery; whilſt the outward form onlx 
F of the. antient gpverampny. remains to give them 
6 authority 95 
The government of England bas all the advantages 
ö ſays Valtgire *, of monarchy, ariſtocracy, and. demo- 
cracy, but it is liable to their i inconveniences ;, fo that 
it cannot ſubſiſt, but wager: a wiſe prince. 1 
. | Gr merry oy 
2 Rap. 11, 383. d Feryt's Misczz Fear 50. 
OY Flacher,, 76. | 4 Es au FEHier. 11. 11 3 
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come much nearer che truth, if be has hid, {t-cannos 
fublift but with/an-incorrupe houſe of ch. 
Suppoſe our gaurt thould take the legilative power 
into its on hands, and omit calling a parliament! for, yy 
rern. Should we not ſay, Chios is e 
< again ??. What: is che difference to the | nation 
between calling np patliament and calling u ſet of 
bribed ſlaves the ready tools of the court ? Tbe reader 
ſees, 1 mean no en rr 
1 Wee ed corrup Un 
15 the fountain of their Iibertiet, — 


repreſentati ves in 'parliament aſſembled, they mfr 


« expect nothing but the ſſowings forth! of tyranny 
< and miſchief upon them, in and by their very/laws, 
_ © und that which ſhould be their chief and only remedy 
_—_ all other evils, would by this means become 
| cauſe and author of them Parliament's 

wins, 1650, 10 2 canting manifeſto of url II. 


fit 11 8 2056107 EAT 4811 g - 


=. pp re ecurt-of parlament ic r 
| < and- conſtant guardizs of ' libefty's it be de- 
|< prived ern mene ir uin withour Fifeiee 
˖ e ſubjecd 66h — 
« ſure,” 26 bs —— ie t the 
15 + king's will, in the midſt of fach evil counſellors as 
| de for theta thingy thi be molt mens, 5 
would ſeem te“ be dune by law and N erg 15 
nm e 
Our artleſs anceſtors, on moſt occaſi ions, and par- 

7 ticularly im ne e fag ſhew, that 
+ 78 * * they 


* Pant. TEN 559. 5 mig. xii. 292. 
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' they took it for granted, 4 perliament would «never 
conſent to any thing toromg in compliance with the 
cdurt. © England ſhall not gi to war un àecount᷑ of any 
«foreign dominion belonging 60 ahy future ſoveratrle; 
© without "conſent of 3 The foveraitie that 
© not quit the kingdom without > bent ite farlamens* 

&e. * Little did they think of à time coming, Webel 
conſent of parliamen w__ be obtained ts by thing 


the iniſtry ſhould afk. rng Is A. Ware 


000 2412 bine Nie 10 mobi 
| Quid quiſque, vitat munguam benni ati, me w 
Cautum eſi in bores. % „ „Han 


Vet W ſeem, at ſome periods, to Hart been Jealbue 

of the encroaching diſpofitibir- of mufftätb, 1 d 
aware of the truth bf the doctrifle; Heh ehe EMI 
teaches, VIS. That borrößt piliaffents art Mech deim 
niſters; for it has been criminal förmerly nu alter” 
« of the hotiſe"bf/ Commons do. BT odd onde e 
Labor of Commndepatlolls of tis c lp | 


be. „nose 21 1643 atiwoll eWon AN 


A late writer ſays, be Hair 288 bbetäde ae _ 
« of parliament to be totaly *66rruptel?! Lage 
two ſymptoms, 0v/z. . A Fitte 6f indifertinats f 
© port to all miniſters'; becauſe this de 550 YAO? 
< end of parliament 410 a 'tonrrod? to witflſte tz Aud 
« a general previous function to ttf veil ig. 
The ſetting up of any claims add ſe to her; 
< for this tends to ſubvert the legal authority; by wiilth 
© they fit.” How much we want of hat el Haß 
toms in their perfection, let the. reader judge een. 


It is z miſerable to Agnes in reading e PANTIAL . 
ts rauf 


nn gt n 1 dude A 44 ates e 28 


* Dzs. Co. 111. 130. 8 
v ST, TRACTS, time of king Willem 11. Dd 


1 g 4 


the ſenſe and the, patriptiſm art almoſt (our gyn 
virtuous jiwes excepeed) on th ds, ee 
lords, the minority in the houſe of commons, ang. the. 
. writer of the MaGAzINES or Rxc | N d ag 
the proceeding of the houſes, * are of i eſt 
headed, or wrong-intentioned Jet ee of 
liament take in grievous dudgront any x re r, 
wiſdom or integrity, and wonder, that the people Dew 
2 want of r "for them, though the people ſee. 
plainly, that a  Magazine-writer has more ſenſe, or 


more integrity, than the majority of the two houſes. 


Which ſtrange phznomenon, can only be aſcribed to : 


miniſterial poiſon, working in the houſes, _ 

5 Every body knows, that the antient dread of this. 
© nation was of the prerogative. Leſt our princes ſhould, 
like thoſe, of France, , grow. weary, of parliaments, 
« and r8ſolve to, govern by will and pleaſure. Every 
© body knows likewiſe, that the reaſon of our tender. 
© concern for, and, attachment to parliaments, was a 
6 long et perſuaſion, — That by their affiſtance 
© our 
. der their umbrage, our liberties would always be ſafe. 
But even our very princes were originally and con- 
8 ſtitutionally no more, than the guardians SIY- 
< liberties ; and if they could be capable of breach of 
< triiſt, might not our parliament likewiſe deviate into 
the ſame crooked road ? If therefore thoſe princes, 
on conviction that it was not only vain, but a deſpe- 
© rate undertaking, to wreſtle with parliaments, ſhould * 
« find it expedient to compromiſe the affair with them, 
| © and agree to divide the commonwealth between 
hy them, would. not parliaments ITY become a 
n ? 


* 
; 2 
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would always be redrefſed ; That un- 
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MENTARY HISTORY, .the.DEBAT SS of. the lords ad. 
commons, the MAGAZINES REGISTERS» Rr, 
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« prievance ? Would not ou? fpreſdiitatives been our 
« miaſtets ? Would not their conſtituthts become their 
„len? - Thus, if dhe ssares geverning bens 4 
4 2 was juſtly tle object of eur terrer j if ler 
ing tolab u put liament was as juſtly the oblest 
. hats its governing by 4 pdritkiittht-woun 
be an infallible method not only to compuch püt 
© give' ſanction to out, ruin. With regard to theft 
« of theſe governments, our tefrorb have feng =, 
© bered. Fer while we ſo fretly give, why 
© ſovereigh take? And with regifd to tue — 
© tlie laeh rm. We have in theft papers prof to 
demonſtration, that from  certaitt pertöch ou partits 
ments have done what they ſhould Have fert undehe, 
and have left undone what they thould wave done: 
« That to the calls of thi# erou they have dlWiys a- 
4 fwered ; That ta the cries of the people | = 
been Al way deaf; That they inte purchaſftt G one” 
hund only to ſelſ ou the other; TEA chey have 
« their privileges ir compliment te the prereſ 
and pat them to the ſtterch, to oppre and ra 
the ſubje& ; That inſtead of redrefifiiy* 
« they have authorized them; That ingesd of prob. 
« cuting malefactore, they have fſlordened them; u 
« that inſtead of protecting and deſending the right#6F 
their cbnſtituents, they have 4 
them. Hence it is nanifeſt; that the CHſftutte & 
© every where undermined and at the ftrſt found: of 
« the truqpet, like the walls of Nurith it will ing aʒt 
once into a heap of ruins, In wein do we ams 
_ © gurfelves with the hope that ſms future paris. 
« ment will rectify the evils committed or on. 
_ © nived at by. the paſt, Had we any chance of work- 


ing out our own' HS: es it hath been onee 
ara 


* 2 


* s 


uud ein never be undone but by a IY 
© a word, fo great is the influence of thi crown. 'be-. 


t alread V obſerved, 'tis more than probable we ſhould 
| ot bs truſted with tas pe | — 
e „e er "three 
t years, could prolong their fitting f. 
* other iniy preſume to render 'themiſt]ve, "perperiial 
* Experience ment us, that the Writ of Hecoit to x 
* borough; atid the cinge N Aird to u deni rd cha- 
* ter, already operate in pretty ingch the" fate | 
ener; That thoſe in power ure always fürs 
* or making a majority in both houſes; «Th 


* diftates' of the privy, couneil, 14 7 | 
« the | 
„e Nen A 
© relic of the people's power er, is the-gloripit 
© to ſell themſelves as oftem as they are * 


leave to make a new election. 80 fatally true if ie 


© maxim 'of that great ſtateſman Burleigh," — 


come, ſo ſervile* the ſplrit of our grandes) and W 
* depraved the hearts of the people, that hope nale 
© begins to ficken; and thoſe who ate diſpoſed to go 0 


3 moymoyobedy, bp eamemt nd pom 6. art on tt N 
* pott of crying out, N ; 


<< let them de enſlaved,” Let it then be x 


e in this'our tay; that even the authority — i; 


| © ment has abound: n 
do ſell but to | 
4 li anfiverable for 


C ever 


* ahy. hand whatever, that ſurrender would: be 1% 
« fate void: OO 
m Mo + 155 ks 9 
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«© of itt ere ootmaiis Wil _ \ 
* ever ſb ſolemni a ſurrender of the public Wderties inte 
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1 rely a 
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5 « folveds; 772 
| * turn into the bands of -thaſe 1 who, Saxe it ; and 
ons united voice they might call on the pr 


C £00.00, Hep e awe Tuch ala 


wi 1 Ss Digly? wort. hie 

Speech; aged Baba 4, Do na. irn Kat 4 

N 2 . e . Uindon- 

1. + ſiſtent y h eee 4 us t | ma- 

Ep Es or 

6 favours, ho! copſuter ent TRIS av 1ghis | 
eee enn 8 


ouzlie not e bak ihe fer 
Tune by arp partienler fe 


| 0 ob FT * hs Nes WAI to. lege NY 158 : 

| Nothing enn be imagined more impuden ) than the 

attempt of ſome among us, to lull bur -jealoy ſy *. which 
needs all che 3 N : : 


— 1 * ohr. 925 
15 555 
years of — 5 Rb pg 
* eee 7 rambe nh the other, 
| 0 as E e 2 2 99 4:4 wy Dan were 
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For the cout tngerpales ee waz: 
boy andi in their votes Hbmſao bus ng e - # 


How therefore judge Bir cond 

writh: | e following Kartenage I not 
able, f . Uhe cbedk ofo pe atzertqry:1m py 
4 mch 6: We ole 


Len 


a duding,.or\conehadigg 2 
'Y ral, Paſte, to-teftraip n te 5 
from a Wanton, or is urious, -Exeotibn: ofs thix {great 


6 pretogative.”:!.. as the [check df parliamentary im- 


Ariesg bs ,com ee 1 en Een d 


molt: infimous männer dne in them 
and the other of many 7 


ing, as tbe judge ddts through.; 
to perſuade, that endty thin ff 9 the 
much reg redreſs bio 09% 1610) ldiogay 21 


« A; privats libetty cannat-be deemed! cure, under | 
* a government, herein au, the pobper .and-fale | 


« ſecurity of it, is dent on will; do pablix liberty 
© muſt be in danger, whenever a free couſtitution, the 


0 proper — 225 ſecurity of it, is dependent. on will ; 
| . 5 and 


— ' ES, or ec , 11 fa 
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ie ga ithodo times.” Ho 
„Here 
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© Kantine 40 reſtrain: che worthleſs uu 


do We 4 2 1. thai 8 f 
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„ Porn ee 
© and a free*dritations Nhe vows,» is dependent on 


Will, hefe the Willi 6e Lite! cam diefe 
c cod f In fbr Bp ] % of und efficdithe 
authbr mdans the WAN H une king cthe tourt, corte 
mint) ) hien Miet tereure Haspe, in our Brit/þ 
| politics," to be ndert u exalllyfynoninibazc'; © 
It is ffibckidÞ to a END de readithemaboouit 
given by a Fntb SNP df te Mate of parhamtntar 
corruption in: ot EGüHtryn Tell r not in; Gaz 
Publiſh 't flöt in' The ſtieste ef Adam No founcr 
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1 * n | mene mer than /the=pardiedvare 
formel; Wb Waſting begins;! and 'the-oibats (claſh 
__"afainft dhe Anöcher- of Tholt'whoholdithefirft places 
in tHe Sbvefhment efrd edv ou d' gin byptheopen- 
fonts: SHEN caffd Su cht ave In thiir; difþo- 
fal, fegt members au hey ſtand im need off King 
Miniuſt id, It d Ring "of Big lu had places endogh 
to give, the names of whig and tory wouldliſvom be 
en Ard wöfHS ee, uane! im vidlently 
Getlainiftg uCAinſt factilh Eave suffered chömtellles to 
be pal Scl, Aid aghthi'< Jen ThN pers, eſpediatly 
ile biet ne nst hat ede lin we uon, 
© hlefchey Gg Hartitllfi Ao n betauſb it 
© js Ine?” they areal un dependent en iche 
coul, Gehl" GY a6669Nt f/ furt reveived,rovr 
e188 ACE * ebogrsd> yiſtur mdw bib 2799 
y ou donHifütHong (fs Sit) Illu TH em 
in ths debate Uporthadawerien fur repealing tha ip- 
tenniat , . Be 3954 Pitheronly legal method we 
have ö ifezEmg r rgfltgrafd pris ileges xgeinſt 
© the Herokellnefts Pawns ff miſters is by par- 
"$968 ene r AMA” as 183h 2:7 e jament ; 
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— only wage hays of zoftifying = weak" 
a orf wicked:admixiiftration i3 by partiamgngs, the only 
<:offoAttah wen Nei have abbringing High' and peru 
c ſeriminalo to igu paniſbment irbx Herliament. 

Bu if euer it holt d Smeg h in ch pop f the 
« adrimiſtrition\ to; ban n orit)n of Ain hopſe de- 
v peodinpluben abencrgwig, 20 Hit Ff A. M ority of 
ſuchrman teturned ne (þegopteſetatiznef 5505 
«he parliament Wil thepnſtsgd win n. 
cn aifwer« hohe of the(s;- wrt Pann. 


+ whale: qation may he cen vingęf of, the 

ache idle diet thoſe, fn n adiniſieati and 
et in imey bel onto gt the, nation's power, in oh — 
Hayn dge f Ag o turned quite; hh : 
+drbgedi(> iF his: migforrune, Size cap be _ 
fad bnethiegebus hy) bejbery, and TVN [and 


Scherben theta jnnothing; 75 ought1to; guard. _ 


Aagainbiby yior ble yidw To eormen 92 ov. 
„lnb be king (fo bing); heehgr-þe thi 
hefe he in ung of Joſing ages 4. L 
\teabug}» if-he,did mot brihs.« He will anſwer. with 
_indigoation,nther,bjg thrave is eftaþliſhed poop much 
ufer: ian -Adaithe; winhtry, whether Pep 
think they, muſt, laſe cheir plscgs,, their. Ms | 
for, bribery» Then will pechags anſwery, an their ber 4 
ters did, when juſtly charged, Man, Jaknow, not 
bat thou ſayeſt. ? Aſk the-bribing lord, WhO has, 
half re dozen. rotten boroughs; in his Necyr, whether 
| ket.cavantsy by vingithe hoggarly.yperjured, vaters 


moneys to biaſs themfram elgctigg Ac vording to their 0 | | 


conſajences. He withianfwer, - Hechad ;rather. die, 
— his dear country. Aſk the 1 can- 
— DR at Pann 1 — ee -— 
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choſen, 15 | CES 6 to buy a feat, Hie 
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Frans, to quit — in foreight, or enliſt in their 
army, on pain of the gallics... Teds fame cauſe was 
owing the Spaniſb infolgnce, which they carried to 
ſuch a height, chat when t they cut off, capt. Zenkins's 
car, they bid him carry it to his king, and teil him 
they would ſerve him ſo, if they could. To tbe ſame 
_ cauſe, may be aſcribed the. inſolence of the French, 
A. D. 1748, in demanding (and, O ſhame to Britain! 
obtaining) hoſtages at the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle ; and 
their violating that treaty by hoſtilities, before it was well 
ſignedd and ſealed, Would France, or Spain; have dared 
to treat England ſo in the days of Gromwell-or of Pitt ? 
But parliament defended J#alpole and the Pelbams, as 
ſtrenuouſly as they would the wiſeſt and beſt miniſters. 
Very different from the ſpirit of the following, which 
ſpeaks the ſenſe of every free e who 
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| t againſt arbitrary power. Hag any man in the 
world the impudentæ e this tation has any con- 
 flitutional ſecurity against arbitrary power, ſuppoſing 5 
parliament by intereſt attached to a corrupt cor? ?/ K 
Sir Arnold Savage, ſpeaker of the Houſe of commons 
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400,000 J. „ from Spain, (ſays Burnet. I have 
omitted quoting vol. and page) to bribe the parlia- 
ment to approve of queen Mary's: marriage with Phi- 
lip. The marriage: bill paſſes immiadiatelyl. And four 
bills againſt heretics ae. Such was the 
power of Spaniſh gold 
Philip brings part of: the wif money with him. 
The money brought from Spain produced ſuch effects, 
that moſt of the repreſentatives only wanted occaſions 
to ſignalize their zeal for the queen. 
Of James Iſt's time it is bbſerved by Me: Hutt, | 
Fg: So little ſkill, or ſo ſmall means, had the ccurt in 
his reign for managing patliaments, that this hbuſe 
© of commons ſhewed rather à ſtronger ſpitit of Tibet 
ty than the former.“ What a leſſon does this ſef- 
tence teach In our times it is computed 4 tat the 
court has in its diſpoſal ſeveral millions a eat, If 
ſo, our Court has great means for managing patlia- | 
© ments,” and therefore our houſe of commons is nbt 
< likely to let much of 'the'ſpirit of nbetty . 4 
The miftti bill paſſed the lords, I. D. 1661, by 
: which it is declared, that hei ther lords nor * commons 
conj jug ly/twor f ſeverally, nor the people ſeyerally or 
repeolldtlipety, have Ally pow her over the perſon, o "A 
the king; and that the Libs alone has the power 1 
J ſca and land, and all ſhi ps, res 
| cclafive. br Palliament. And that no 
war can, ol y pretence whatever, be raiſed againſt 
the king At the e an oaths |; is, to be 
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taken by . all lord lieutenants, .: deputy lieutenants, 
officers and ſoldiers; that t is on no-pretence lawful to 
take arms againſt the king, or-thoſe- commifioned-by 
him, which ſeemed {ſay theedllefors: ofi the: debates), 
« to be giving up the wonſtitutionꝰ eſpetially when jt 
was declared unlawful to take arms aainft any per 
ſon commiſſioned bynthej king This, Was debated, 
but it was. left in the oaths. becauſa, .Gid thoſe layiſh 
pers and c m ů⁰efs, any: perſon welgtafully, com- 
miſſioned, is not commiſſioned. a Thustthey left the 
liberties of, Eng/avd, on, the pregazious; foundation of 
| a logigal gift inckion Ila 0) Yo i ile 
ee in the time af Gharks IMs tyranny, 
Fat ſtat parliament... Wehavgſeenthe people, 
in.ghg eimso gf, Gerge III. petitiog, far the fiſſolution 
of paxliaments,..la \Gharles's.time,, the people's entire 
confidence, was, repoſed. in the parliament,; The in- 
off, the court in. gur houſe. of cammons has 
in, Gab meaſure; deſtroyed four: dependenge; upon it. 
_ thoſe times ce deere ſuc- 
i o Mother. The Fu ne ſpirit reigned, though 
ä th In Sr ee e d, In ſucceeding times, 
ef by ee d angtþgrs And the ſame 
corr 5 pee th ron e A, tafter parl a 
." Charles 1 th hought fr. king, who 
bag He 100 member, of on 1 2 | 
vi at af picture g AL ay and, good Signey draw 
of the eruption provi le ine begin 
ning af t the  Telgn, 5 at prince, in, his Je tter in anſwer 


to his friends adviling him to return rom his volun- 
tar y baniſhment on the piſſing of . act of indem- | 
ny. „„ p14 
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renn "(fs : be wn we are or nt 
cle our o 70 ing TT 1 0 Ar ele 
lobe to mine: 1 ts | 
6 of 3 it; 1 I think et 2 a oil ech 
* evil, and would. rae 9 
© of a great deaf of f api that baer 
of mine, Wich e . Wen eſteemed a" pitabife; 'is 
+ ndw like to be made 20 om "injury; che betty 
5 1 we hoped 1 to eſtabliſh,* oppreſſed, an anner 
of profanenels, looftnefs, 18 A dewaleg, 
1 i ite beigdt; inflead' of ths! ery,” vir 
4 rey nd-modefty, which we oped God'by 
s hands Bf have Introduced ; the beſt of bur Hation 
« uh prey to the" wort; the” pubtfaicrt, \Whire, 
* hs 7 & 19 corrupted 5 ehe People enfved g a 
18 rp NE do? 0 b "man fafe; ?due by bed evil 
And infamous incarts, as Hattery And bribery! ; 2 What 
f 50 {Sem can 1 Vite in my own con ountty itt this bohei- 
on 7 Is it 4 pleafute to ft" all that 1 % dn the 
c work ſpld and dtroyed?Shalt I'refeurice amy 
© old principles, lears te vile eourt artis ali make 
* my peace by bribing oe of the erew?-'BhalÞtheir 
* corruption 1 yiee de my ſafety 5 Abf. netter 
6 is à life atwong Arangtirey V than in my own gun try 
c upon ſuch eee Thi 1 Jive] Will endea- | 
© vour to my libert) of ze leuft net content 
te bebe g of R. 1 hope 1 all die in the 
©. ſame Principles abe bote Wert and lire 
50 longer thin Mey can prefirvs we. Rave in my 
"of ah Site pts T chink of no 
« meannefs, I wilt not plet d deftlie that which is 
« paſt, by endeavouring to provide for the füture. 1 
« have ever had in my mind, that ſhould God eaſt me 
$ into ſuch a condition, ab that T cannot ſave W. life, 
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e. betten, = 


but. hy, doing lece e ob b. de the | 
. 1 vin 1 h it, ang. whe 
© mes * NN. i 
* ſhews — pig Le 1 
N Ki 
© riqpg,, i pool er ma be 
Koe fas the, ipter ind pleater gf «M6, mans and 3 
: e his fpllawers; t them. * their ſub- 
* tiltya, , Who, 5 we. former, pers by 1 
« gained. ths. faxqur of, x nat. any preſeryed, but 
nee Wee ia, cle dangerous changes, 
„ Neverghde@. (ogrbars) thex, may. find. We bi 9858 
20% is.their ame; Plenty the, people's s miſery ; 
bat che SHINS 9 a gige, or a little TOP 
\.is. pag ard u l nation, which, if it 
* were. preſerved. in liberty, and a Ne cali 
z he the moſt glarigus in the world, And o - 
4 har may find they, have. with mus þ pan purchaſe 
own, ſhams Wagen e al 
4th abc not. $5 N 7 por. = © th 9 5 is 
t apcompanird with 10 & he, 5 +5 
Vlismentz has ever JK 
and ha l 
fit, to  fatigfy ; the. 
c © nations. that from Wan 
into the moſt deſp ce 
having all its. goods. depen 
will of the vileſt mip 
EE” them they truſted |: ;] 


ph the bread 
5 5 ated 2 feld by 
afhc,, afhc, equal almoſt 


do chat of, Judas / In by pink 2255 parliaments 
have heen the pillarg of our liberty, the ſure defenders 
5 of the oppreſſed: They, who formerly could bridle 
. * _ the ballance equa] between them 
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4 '3 POLITICAL: , | Bock V. 
and the" peopley are how'becomethe\ inſtruments'of 
** opprefions, band u ſwerd in/his hand to deſtiq 
4 us: They themſelves being led by /n feu interuſtid 
4 perſons, who are willing te duy cen for.thenſelves 
9 by the miſery of the whole nation v and the / blaud of 
* the moſt worthy and eminent; petſons j at, Keen | 
Tue collectors of the'Eebates of the'corhmont hive 
given ub 's! caficus tit" of penſions; und penſioners, 
and their characters, in the penſion parliament “, 
from 1 ſcarce tract publiſned at the time, entitled, 4 
ſeaſonalli Ar gunteht to perJuady all nbe Grand Furiel lin 
England, td prietion fur @ meto Narliamenii Ota A Lift 
of the principal Laboneercoynrtht great) Defign-of Nopery 
 andrarbitsary \Rawers. fc. reward of 1200.44 was 
offered thy jpreglamation. Jar, di inge che apghor. 
He giyes am exact account of all .the e emply 
adyantages/egjoyed by above 200 members, Higmnan- 
ner is whimſical bo rr. Wilh. Sof fer, git 
dite for the reader « amuſement, > 


Se -Mvng * 5 


 *Reading Sir Francis. Doleman has 200% $87 lun. 
© penſon, and was afhſted thythe, court, in thg eheat- 
< ing will, by Which he g9n;Quarles's eſtate, Valued 

* at 1600 J. Is n clerk of the council, worth, 5994. 

| Aer anng,and is promiſed, t be ſegrotary. of flats, = 
«if. Buckingham. Fir Recberd- Tample, commiſſioner 
£ of, the, guftome,.. worth. 3209 bi art ann. a4; e201 * 

* Buckingh, town. Sir William Smith, as honeſii as . 
£,fir, Richard I pi pe als andy «ara? 

: 16Gainbridgedowims: Hitliamitord Allivitons i cdebt 
$ very much, a court-penſioner, andy Ee 2 
it white ſtaff. Areullyy \\ "_ mA nie, wl wt, 

| Arm 4 1918214 of} 10 4 9:19 10 T2 42 "4 cue 
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pads at court! iNet only deceived, + huhlayghod/ at, : 


© Fdor gan tleman id bol gniod ev Dνỹ yard). 26's" 
bal Trolley; bare one who 
is nbi td haverfworn Hiniſe)frintw godo!/, ut leuſt 
6 in bl/acooumtoftin prize:ofiice, : Controller tothe 


duke, and has gats in gratuities, -£0the valur of 


410,0. boldes what hig rpromiſed, for being an 
Wr c 0 % on u be 5 15 a 1196 OY 
Bimegpono Sir Chari) Hur bor ſu general. 
„Harqzet ro of the king And kinglonig . "Was 
e ſolleitor df Staples 7 tu bis lewdnefs 
andipov brought him to coοtte οονανE˖ A; V. 
e D&onſp!” S Non Banid fell, (bart. much 
c Aüdfcted tos tipp Tee ehe kittg * 
„ Pretemged Wike, Heli) Robirht, in H,. 
A Hbhfton. Sir Pei Priataux. Cbnſtatit 'coults, 
© Aitihers;! and! 300 / per ln, penſton f, 
emen. Sir Ig het Cb bib ae 
e clerxi of the green cl n ad- 
0 ting duke? EI N bg 1 8 
41000 !. Has iſhed i E, 5 te 
v e eee within pitt, = 5 
. [Jobs E "Ela, 4 b pi 
WER „n- Andes uns Has got u eulto- 
. © mer's leuſtom- heuſs afficer's}- place at Hal for his 
; ebenes i e West A 1 „Nen nn * 3 
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* ſuito{lothesbus  n900115q-11109 eee lee 
© * Malden. © Sir ' Richard Ce 10 er 
„ penſion, and keeper of one of the mona public 
t R nn 
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— Sir. Ralert. Holnæu firſt n t 
6 lvery-boys.,.them.a. highmazmap'z now -baſhaw. ol 
« the Je of Wight. Got in make and. by; rapine,. 
Joo, ooo J. The. en mae Sf the two. Datch 
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1 


Mar ben ee ee gi en 
. Shoelbridbe, bir Hurd, au gitor 7 wi 
£ receipts of the exchequer, 32004. per Kun. Man 
« great. Places and baons, be has had z but his 2 
# Upbil ſpends all, and now refuſes to marry him. 
,* Newton, in the Je of Might. Sir 4 1 
4 Six Robert's brother, 2 coward) aflled ſea- captain, 
twice boxed, and once whippe. with a . 
£ choſen in the night without the head-officer. 
© town, and but one burgeſs yet voted, this þ 
c ſion, well elected. 3 g f 11. 6 ** 5t 21; 
* Waobley, dit Thomas WPilians, king's c fem 
* Has got 40,900 . by making BONO. 7 
| He congludes with an apology. for paderyal tation 
dr omiffions ; and mentions, that the hou | 
lately told by ſome of their own: members, “ That 
| «there were among them ſoyeral Papiſts, A out-lage, 
| nnd penſioners Without number, 57h 
Many of Charles It's Jong, parkimegt. were mint | 
in their fortunes, and lived upon their privil 
s penſtons. They had got it among chem g 
maxim, which. contrjbuted not à little. to gur pre- 
é ſervation, while we were in ſuch hands, that, a. 
they muſt not giym dhe king toa much at a time, leſt 
them ſhould ha na mate uſe for them, fo they Were 
© to take care not to ſtarve the court, {eſt thep theme 
ewa be lard by dur, | 
1 eke 
; — 
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Oba. W. DISQUISITIONS. 395 
Speaking of the few haneſt men of cette bg 
on thus; Theſs wete abe chief then I C I , 
ae Wallets, P's that 'preſervedigie nutieh from 


4 very decticfaÞ 40. FA ifng evott and a eerrupt 
0 heyy e's we And ee ſkill and rm 


ee 
. At al bribing the members) was 
$ ſecretly carried on, but after Cifforu's' advancement 


d to the 221110 it Gs io openly pfuchited; that ment 
c ind prices . Ne No wen- 


were Ta chat he could — 
bile 58 b Püfpe left 7 + 0900; 

| The A author of a g Aden 5 
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the death of ſq, of; our beg patriats;. the encau- 
< ragement;of popery 5 2 trade 3 the growth == 
* of apbitrary, Power che All. effect of, diſhonoyrable. 

© leagues; the ſhutting, up, of, the exchequer 3 the pro- 

« greſs of all ſorts of debauchery; z the ſervile.compliances 
(at court of a rampant, hierarchy, ;; the inſalent de- 
c portment of the inferior clergy. both! in the univerſi- 
ties and elſewhere; the laviſh doQrine: of paſſive 
c obedience and non-reſiftance ; 3 With the almoſt total | 
+ extirpation of virtue and moral honeſty . 

A liſt of the penſioners in Charles IId's long par- 
liament was extant, A. D. 1695 The ſum " 
252,467 J. was given in. bribes in leſs. than, 3 
and others were hired with, “ dinners; by Caplyon, 

« Wiſeman, and others, who. kept open honſe for the 
© purpoſes, hen each worthy member found under his 

late ſuch. parcel of guineas as it, was. thought this 

Nb 58 Work, had merited !. 3: nin nods: 3 

1 & houſe. or ca nos then divided into two 

* parties, that of the equrt,, and that. of the country. 
: 4 1 th h 9 engaged by offices, 
4 * nay; 11 0 byides ſecretly given. ee ben. 
2 9 cg, Kt begun by:Chfford®.' ; G08 ß 
Ig en Of — eee parlia- 
ment After, the lang, once: nine. members; had received, 
ig bribes, 314 204. hat che fura of, 39,000 4 had 
been given. vr lent; to 1 5 75 . . Eighteen penſioners in 
laſt. parliament, ee D. 1679 3 2 at 
1000 /. @ years, 7 2 at 40%. 4a. 300 J. 
4 at aoo . een | | different 


rr Hard ni; 3 6 nw or KP Soft; 1 - ſums, 


! . 8 PR 2 
bd e 2 2 
7 ; 


| DOT 368 - ; | 

* Pref. to Cortscr., De. 3 bene, sr. 
TRACTS, time of king William, 11. 475. 

Þd Huait's HisrT, STUARTS, 11. 3546 - Ibid, 303. 


Chap. IV. DISQUISITIONS. 
ſums of the villilii6it king. -THes were not o 
vote with the codft' themtelveb, Ut! t le at 
intereſt. This was tere betty larcekly eompated with 
the wiialefals dei be dern, e De! 
It. was reſdbbed, I. Bit, on 4 Topo -of ny 
mamben the'houle' of evitimond being penſioned, 'to 
lige all metiberb to tate un 64 diele ming Al 
ele ef money Werdet ate Jan, Ist, 
1672 But Rapin'does not kde whether. che: res- 
lution was put in execution; The ineenber was” t6 
declare that he had no gift, plate, 'perilion, ' proniile, 
ec, (Hor knew of any other niember's having e 39 
t-he:thet gave! in figited with his mathe. ; 
Great oppoſitiom is always made tö every: bim for 
obliging members of parlintient to give u "teſt of whit 
7 Yet we think there is fl 
diſpenſing with teſts of our being true 'churth 
Is it. then of greater conſequende, thit due be trus to 
eee Eve reprobatin, We | 
that we'betru&td/duricbuntyy 7d 0D IG 
- ChiHer TIF eff partitment ſbemeg willing 18 gtüdt 
hint Whatever he pleaſed te 1M. He himſelf owns iy, 
his ſpeech, J. B. 166), that ever King! was, 0 
e mich bebelden to Purliamente; as le had "been. 
And the fecvel mewec how judicioillly they hal” 
flowed their kindneſs! They Wers Unwillinz te Söhfta 
him (g66d ſoul S the nedeffity Gf Callin by ) 
ment any oftetlor than Be op Accra A 5 
faviſm eater Fa, fays in Bis Ipeech, 4. Tos 
We found che krienufal biff derSgatör) to the e 
6 tial privilege of the crown, of calling, holding, and 


0 r r We . it impracticable, 
N ne 2 * 
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8 tieate tak , 


| + xndenly; ufsſel de Keachathe people to rebels: d#c,? 
The commons: graute chat worthleſs tyrant ſo m 
_ mneaſirably,. chat cvan the lende mnerelalrmed. They 
| ſupported him in his- illatngus war agaiuſt! 
our aatural ahys in conjunction Wick Feuer, cur na- 
euraleneiny... Tbe che,, h che, eyer, faighful.comdutor 
of: wicked: kings and min iſtexs, (excited then to-parie- 
ente a wha diffend-from! chem: an ohe ce . 
ration and five mile ads were anne wer «king; allo 
had an much belzgian an his herſe. he oath; of 
paſſive. pbadience; and mon- reß anon h throws out 
| byithree: votes e. The long pac! been, 
and will be ta ali ages, infamous 22 | 
penſiehs' given; by.the- eouet--ampug vie bers. 
However even thepenſfion-patliament palled mau good 
acts. They were not yet hardaned in im, alis 
„rp In 59 . 0 ee 
About $06,000 /. Mere paſſed-over by. varti 
acc ountect ff fü. P. 1589. Dvery members pee vt 
known; ſays Burnet . Ini theſe mes the-eot 
hate ver- the Gcurt aſked 3 "with ho! hoffe fbi 
were oppoſed! by che lords v. % VI 16 true od 4 
© By the pee of Bratt, 4D, 1687 e 
was gained by ' Eng land, tay "Oh 55 düß 
80 72 intent, ele t he = ng 
chan, Vet tile king h Hue rej & 60 ue 
peace ill the objedts of _ 1 Were gain ed. T0 h. 
ever the king get large” fuigs f mont) ) ts big Fah, 
particularly the 1,86 68,606 7 81. and the Anke "of 105 
Li get advantap g as | Wee, and 120;0 0 
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min reer bes n uneins Het 
ret ald "the memberd bf he on 
ul But ab 


| Parliament, 
"US, Were men ufter his Own heat! The 


elections Wert Made at randem ; ahy how, mem of any 


fort choſen; and in the moſt burefaced manner. 


in thoſe days wete'terrified by” Nu ſeveritlesg into 
Thepapiſts, who were many, 


ſilenee und eorhpliance. - 

Med him; ànd'his meaſures, becabſe he was för ad- 
-vinicing chem. The elergy ute always for the / neign- 
ing Priree, uneſs ue dtrsotly v attacks their Ii ritualo, 
or their temperuls. Aud chere was money gwen' to 


-8ieur Ipobe bravely im Rater Id's only; porlia- 
| dent, ugs ee es rap ber unde *:Manyidoubr, 


© faid he, whether this is-4 repreſentative uf the\nativn, 
„fete Equity” is to be expected by poti 


e againſt undue elections: When de many in thenhouſe = 


rte themſelves: zb guilty te judge juſtly and ianpar- 
0 hrs pimp HAI — ie te be 


FOLEY: r we aten dro e. 
"fire kit for hls freedaiy. .. N OT, dt 


erben hs Fora apy wie 
x Kings, | ; 


ae unge the Houle of commons came 
in ur tion, 1c was aich apelivd fbr bvying 
off the jacobites, ard: has” bern Buing on ever fines, 
"dF dhe ſiteing don of tie preſent immiculate parlia- 

(the pre 2 e 


and 


j 


7 
9 — — Ä 


234 
3 3 
— 


Lene Gree to 000; Ae on fd e Md 


e eee para ee 


PRE 


ö | dc a © /POLRTICA - Book: My 
And has of late times been ee eee 555 
2 ſet of troubleſome men, h Would otherwiſe have 
.oppoſed the pious deſigns of che court. That this is 
the truth, is demonſtrable ſrom the-court's continuin 
the practice almoſt: a cehtury which is certai 
Would not do, at menen if it did 
not find i 1ts account in the proteeding. WWE EY 
Votes were for the ſirſt tinte after the weise, 
bought by Sir Jabs Treyerz'ſpeaker/:0f che houſe of 
commons, a bold and;dextetous/man, - ſays Burnet *, 
< who knew the moſt: effeQizal ways of recommending 
< himſelf to every government, and had been in great 
© favour in king James s time. Being a tary; in prin- 
* ceiple, he undertook to manage that party, provided 
— ome of money ae Tight 
.* purchaſe ſome votes. 5% % Te 05 
This miſchievous nin — eruelly reduced * 
| ee reyclutian to the nation. Some of the 
worſt evils of Stuart. government were the following, 
ix. 1. Governing without parliaments, But is there 
any difference between governing without parliament, 
. | and governing parliament: itſelf by money 7 25 Raiſ- 
| D. ing ſhip-money and other taxes without conſent of -- 
the repreſentatives of the people, ' What  avails the 
- conſent of a ſet of bribed: repreſentatives indemnified 
of the general burden by places and penſions? 3 
Corrupting judges. Corrupting the bouſe of — 
mons is worſe, It is poiſoning the. fountain · bead. 
4. Puniſhing arbitrarily, and according to no written 
law. But may not parliaments thoroughly enflayed 
to a court, de expected to make cruel /aws, whenever 


the court * to * a cruel ene, And 
| what 
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Beſwen a aotrupt pia mA be Epe ted No 
wha: us evurtly Javeyemnycolome of them 6 {br an en. 
rank 1956) offer: bing . vince ub ifi a 
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r in St. Stephen's chapel, are as far A 
ſenſe of the independent people, as the Stuart's procla- 
mations, or diſpenſations. In fact, a corrupt court 
againſt an honeft parliament and a brave people is no- 
thing near ſo formidable as a corrupt court and parlia- 
ment againſt a hel pleſs people... The former caſe 
admits of a conſlitutional remedy ; the latter leads to 
violence and conteſt between government and people. 
10. But the Stuarts ſhut the exchequer. True. And 
our bribing miniſters have, by doling about the money 
which ſhould have paid the national debt, brought | 
public credit to the very precipice of bankruptcy. 
11. The Stuarts intended to eſtabliſh abſolute; power 
in the prince. They did ſo. And our bribing, courts. 
intend to eſtabliſh abſolute | power in a junto of gran- 
dees, who rule elections, and direct the members 
when to ſay Aye, and when No. 12. The Stuart 
intended to re-eſtabliſh popery; while our corruptors | 
mean only atheiſm. Here I own a difference; popery 
being the worſt thing in the univerſe, hell only ex- 
cepted. So that upon the whole, I know of. ſcarce 
any evil we have eſcaped by the revolution, popery 
excepted, that is not in a fair way of being brought 
back upon us by corruption. The Stuarts were butch- 
ers. They attacked the good lady Britannia with 
laughtering knives. Our genteeler corruptors have 
endeavoured her deſtruction by poiſon held out to 
her in a golden cup; or, as a humorous writer (I 
have forgot who) ſtates it, between two Ane, 
whig and tory, the nation is crucified. Way 
Suppoſe, in two ſuits of law, my firſt antagovif 
_ obliges the judge, by threatening his life, to gives 
ſentence againſt me, and my ſecond bribes him. 
Am 1 not _ OO in both caſes ? The 
Stuarts 
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Stuarts meant a tyranny” by one; the Whois | 
ariſtocraty. Which is Warſt for England 

The corruption introduced in king Vi Ken's line 
on pretence of buying dff the jacobltes (doing a certain 
evil, that an ne might come, overthrow2 
ing the vir ni of the pebple—to ſave the nation) was 
ſo openly ſcandalous, thut honeſt Burnet remonſtrated 
to the king upon it; with "almoſt ab much ſeverity as 
the old prophet uſed in reptoving king David for mur- 
der and adultery. And good feaſdn he had for uſing | 
ſeverity; A Dutthmdh"cotties over to Britain on pre- 
tence of delivering us from ſlavery; and makes it one 
of his firſt works to plunge us into the very vice which 
| has enſlaved all the nations of the world, that" have 
ever loſt their liberties: "When the parliament paſſed 

a bill for incapacitating certain perſons, who might 
bo ſuppoſed obvious tb court influence, from ſitting | 
in Parliament, our glorious deliverer refuſed the 
royal aſſent, which ccafioned ſome ſevere "refoll u- 
tions againſt" the adviſers of that refuſal, ahd a motion | 
for a rembnſtrance to the king upon It. When | 
© an enquiry Was afterwards ſet on foot, into the 
a venality of parliament, ſuch a ſcene of iniqui 
« was opehed, as made the penſion- parliameft of 
© Chartes II. Rem innocent, and the court was ther 
thought ts have arrived at the ne plus ultra of cortu pr 
tion i. * Ir king Willie had been as diſintereſted as he 
ought, and'as he pretended, he would not Have clo⸗ | 
ſetted members, nor promoted bribery: Ns man will 
dare darmtlofl for the ſake of doing good to others, 
unleſs he thinks to get, or keep, ſome be to 

eee * of 5 dimſelf. 
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himſelf. May my ſoul ſtand upon a moro ſbouro ſbun- 
dation at the day mann than  thoſe-ef the fen 
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Let tis reader zan of this matter bythe fllowing 

extract from a writer of thoſe times. 5 

. © 200,000, a year n 

« has already drawn out of the ſubjects pockets: more 

« millions than all our kings ſince the, conqueſt have 

© had from the nation. The king has about fix 

s ſcore members, whom, I. can, reckon, who are in 

+ places, and are. thereby. ſo. entirely at his devotion, 
« that though they have mortal! feuds, when, out of 
the houſe, though they are violently of oppoſite. par- 
< ties in their notions of, government, yet they vote 
C as. lumpingly as the lan ſleeves, and. never divide 
when the intereſt of the family, as they call ity is 

« 7 that is to ſay, when any | 
jg on foat. The houſe is. ſo officered, that by. thoſe 
© who; hk places and. penſions, together. with their 
© ſons; brothers, and, kinſmen, and. thoſe, . who. are 

fed with the hopes of preferment, and the too great 

£ influence, theſe have upon ſome honeſt miſtaken 
TL country-gentlemen, (E call them miſtaken, who 
can be perſuaded that an honeſt bill can at any time 
« mn of ſeaſon), the king can baffle any bill, quaſl 
iwanccs, ſtifle acedunts, and ratify, the articles 
ery I would. truſt an elected king a 
£ eee if 1 ſaw he underſtood election to be his 
title; if gur generoſity, would engage him tq refor- 
e ea wy; 10 he knows neicher. his own 
14 Nr eee 2335) * t nor 
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nor or intereſt, that he hates and nicknames as 
common wealths- men, theſe whoſe principles made 
< them the authors of his greatneſs, and thoſe that 
« would: have him do the buſineſs, for which he came, 
« for which bath he and we ſaid be came ; when I ſee 
him ſometimes ſoliciting in perſon in the houſe of 
lords, and ſometimes by lard Forsland, beſiges what 
< Wande, under-officers;; when I hear, he ſends 
ande to {ame lords, and bribes to others, and 
| «turns out of his place the, gallant lord Bellamonnts 
ly for giving his vote ih the houſe of commons 
according to his conſaience, thereby intending o 
_ © terrify. athers; when | find the money, whieh the 
* nation. gives to defend our lbexties from foreigners, 
© is like to. undermine” them at home; in a words 
_ © when I ſee neither one houſe nor the other can with- 
« ſtand the power of f gold ; I fay, when I perceive all 
this, 1 think jt is time to look about us“ “ f 
. © thought we had called him over to call miniſters to 
© an account, and to put it out of their power to abuſe | 
c us hereaſter unpuniſhed. Tf. any ſpirit of liberty | 
6 remains, if we are not deſtined to deſtruction, ſure 
© the nation will take ſome way to let the Ki 24 
both houſes know, that they expect, they ould. - 
© not only provide for a campaign i in Flanders, but for 
© our ſecurity -even ainſt our own victories, an an 
© ſuch laws as may make it worth while to defend 0 
country; 31 ſay, worth while to defend it; for if we 
©are to be ſlaves, it is no matter to whom we are fo, | 
Since members are retained by him ſuch 
1 overgrown fees (ſuch places and preferments) to be 
c N on his fide; how an the people . * 
2 sr. Tracrs time of Ip Win, 11, , 370. 
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s will be juſt ! in their Arbitration ?—Tf men are to 
make fortunes by being of 6ut ſenate-houſe, we had 


better ourſelves pay the diſburſements of thoſe we 


$"ſend—each particular county would find their ac- 
6 count in it, whilſt they would preſerve their mem- 


s bers from the temptation” of being hired out of their 
intereſt, and conſequently would get good laws for 


what they give. If this [bribing of members} cony 
£ tinues, God have mercy” upon poor Englund, for 
c hitherto we have been, and are like fill,” for ought 

I ſee, to be paid, for all our expence of blood and 
8 treaſure, witk the ſmoke, which Boccalini mentions 
c in his advices from Purnalſus, whereby the enemies 
« of the government have but too great umme iven 


| ö them to ridicule us for our fooliſh eredulity.— 


Thus far this blunt honeſt writer, And it muſt be 
owned, that the conſtitution has long been only nomi- 


nally government by king, lords, and commons, but 
- ally 5 tyranny « of ambitious and avaritious miniſters, 


who have, in ſucceſiion,. ehſlaved and blinded their 


; royal maſters, F waſted th the 195 2 money, plunged the 


nation into mextricable Jebts and diffculties, multi- 


plied places, and penſions, kept up large and expenſive 


armies in time of peace, "aceumulated exciſcs, miſap- 


_ plied taxes, irritated our colonies, inji jured commerce, 


endangered public credit, debauched the virtue of the 


people, eſtabliſhed Corry tion, as a neceſſary engine 


of government, over-ruled elections, defeated the 
very end of chooſin ing repreſentatives, by debauching 
the houſe of commons, the people's only Palladium 
againſt regal and miniſterial t tyranny, into a mere out- 

work of the court, by which means the ſenſe of the 
nation. has been, in innumerable n trampled 


vkas 
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upon by the pretended repreſentatives of f the people, 8 
whoſe duty is, to follow it implicitly, xy. 

Theſe are the triumphs of the 3 our pretended 
deliveicrs from the Stuarts of r R | 
from popery, and ſlavery. e G5 wit efinnte 4, 

Nothing was done at Ae revolution; (ſays the i. 
thor of DrsseRT. ON PARTIES *) to prevent parlia - 
mentary. corruption. Pleaſed that the open attacks 
c on our conſtitution were defeated and prevented, 
omen entertained no thought of the ſecret attaeks that 

might be carried on againſt the independeney of par- 
© hiamentoi as if our dangers could be but of on- 
« king, and could ariſe but from ona family, Sonn after 


ste revolutiong indeed men of all ſides, andj,of all 


denominations (for ĩt was not a party: cauſe, though 
there were who endeaveured to make it ſuch) 
began to perceiye, not only that nothing "effeftual | 
had been done to hinder the undue influence of 'the 
© crowntin elections, and an over ballance of the'ctea- 
: * tures of the c court in parliament, | but: that the means | 
© of exerciſing ſuch an influence at the” vill of che 
<©-crawn, were unawares and inſenſibly increaſed and 


© every day increaſing. In a word, they began to'ſce 


that the foundations were laid of giving as: .great 
© power to the &rown indirectly, as the prerogative, 
0 they had formerly dreaded ſo much, could give direct- 
0 ly, and of eſtabliſhing univerſal corruption. The firſt 
t hath happened, and we pray that the laſt neyer may. 
King William's convention parliament -ſhewed an 
g unpardonable negligence in taking no ſecurity againſt 
kingly encroachments, nor againſt parliamentary cor - 
erde nor ſor certain and annual redreſs. of grie- 
Ws 9.9.4. "ices 8 2 3 
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panceg, nor for . . They. nn 
mented him immediately (before they had any ſecurity 
that he would not abuſe ſo enormous 2 truſt, and with 
the greateſt probability that the example Would hayp 
bad effects) with the ſuſpenſipn of the Habeas Corgur 
act, thereby laying at the feet of one individual | — 
liberty of millions; Whigh was pever dene in the 
much more dangerqus times bf queen Hlirabetb, nor 
jn Monmputh's rebellion by the tyrant James II. 
They declared the Jriſb rebels, for adhering to king 
Jays, when they were liable to be hanged, if they 
bad reſiſted him, and before the revolution was4nown 
in frelave, They humoured. the Dutch demands, in 
complaiſapce io their new Nuseh king, to the preju- 
dice of Euglayd. They entered blipdfold, and ruſhed 
en ta a length beyond all reaſon and prudence, into 
William's yiews of humbling rence by land-war, and 
firſt enjangled us in - thoſe continental connexions, 
which hays almaſt ruined us. Then parliament ſęt- 
tled the king's reyenue for life, Was that acting like 
wiſc wen. who, oughs at leaſt to haue read their Bible, 
which wauld have dad them, that there 4 10 Ht bs 
be put in Yingss &. „„ | 1 
Phen came the bleſſed: ee of en 
and ſpending the principal, to the amount of 4 and 5 
milliöns in ane year, in continental wars, and loading 
the trade of the nation to pay the intereſt, ' Which 
admirable art we have ſince improved to ſuch an 
height,+as to raiſe the national debt to the frightful 
ſum of 140 millions, by which our trade has, been 
_— with a burden of $600,000 J. per unn. 
According to  Davenant, there were granted to 


king William by parliament, chiefly for his continental 
- | 15 Wars, 
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warss in the ha glg? 99+ ind g n 19,16p8, „ 
leſs than 48.00, 0 b 4 11. 4 re : | 
Parliament yer in king: Align, what a 
ſeverely Felente in his ralf fer ther dilgrakag 
with the lawg- pay meyer of his oxyn authoritye 
granted the il. rghg}s . 1 nden the: lags. 
refulgd them. 1% neee len ice 
There Mas undgnbtegly at the reloration, Havel 
as at. the revolution, a fixgng, diſpaſition bath in parti» 
ament and people 0 humour th6.caygts» The nation | 
was at theſe two e eſcapyi em 2 pe- 
"pops. e n — iy, and. getting inte 
calm harbour v8 40 Mer became almaſt 
"ly thoughdleſs.of ics danger jn,fryting kings uy | 
courts. in. Je palimited &, manner, Rut a, great p 
of theſe g ae W were the, undoubie 
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kg and yeni gur commoners, W Commits = 
tee appointed. to au F ine, hap. anee of 9 
ruption, | S Sui eh d int . 4320. 
Whenever, 8 Lage M* Sk of commany 
© ſhall part 5050 e 4. to hi 


£ infringed, d, th ated 9 _— peace. of the beg | 


s ple by 13 this they 155 an 
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wrong] © they betray their truſt, they violate the ge- 
_ © neral reaſon of their being choſen; their repreſent- 
ing power and being ceaſes\ of eoutſe; and they 
46 become, from that time forward, an unlawful aſſem- 
< bly, and may and ought to be depoſed and diſmiſſed 
< by the ſame laws of nature and right, by which 
c oppreſſed ſubjedts may, and in all ages have depoſed 
« tyrannical princes, —It cannot be juſt, that what 
© our kings have no'right to take away, our repreſen- | 
< tatives may give without" law, or that the people 
hond be obliged to endure the tyranny of 500 
2 uſyrpers, more than of one, ſince no number nor 
_ © quality of. perfons can make that lawful which in 
s its den nature is not fo.” They afterwards com- 
plains that the torun of Maidſtone was deprived. for 
two ſefßons of its privilege of ſending two mem - 
bers. That at the elections for Wfbury and Sudbury, 
the. commons had given the ſeat to he candidate, 
who. had 16 votes Againſt 22, They complain of 
feeeholders deprived of their. right ta ehooſe members; 
of partiality, with reſpect t defaulters, puniſhing 
Ee and. letting others eſcape; of refuming| king 
W:Jhan's, grants... while they allowed thoſe of former 
; kings, though) moch more infamous; of attempts to 
extend the pr tive; only for the ſake of embroil- 
ing the royal fam yqwith the peers. The commons 
were at that, time, di diſaffected, and the peers ſeem to 
tale A better w way of thinking z kick is "ey. 
extraordinary, Won my 5; 
dad ſcenes of corruption were found, A. D. 6. 
Several contractors for cloathing the army were exa- 
mined. Refuſing to ſatisfy the commons, they were 
committed to the Tower, A bill was. * in for 


a 
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puniſhing thoſe, who ſhould refuſe to abe G | 
tions aſked by the houſe *, Eb | 

Mr. Corniſb was expelled the outs of commons, 
A. D. 1698, for acting as a commiſlioner of duties 
upon vellum, paper, parchment, &c. ab a mem: | 


_— contrary to 5 and 6 William III. - 
From difcoveries made, A. D. 1695, is wits "ee 


pected, that an univerfal corruption had overſpread 
the nation, court, camp, city, and parliament. There 
was a deficiency of 294,798 J. in the Ea India com- 
pany's ſtock, hw ſome of the members were ſuſpe&ted 
of dabbling ©.” To wipe off ſuſpicion, a committee 
of the commons was appointed to inſpect the com- 

pany's' books, and thoſe” of the chamberlain of Zon- 
din. It appears that ſeveral members were bribed, 
that the company might obtain a new charter, There 
were likewiſe corrupt practices among them for pro- 
curing the orphan's bill ©, A reſolution of the com- 
mons charged their | peaker, Trevor, wich corruption 
for receiving 1000 guineas from the eity of Linden, 
after paſſing! the orphan's bill ©, He ſends the mace to 
the houſe, "and quits his poſt, Paley i is choſen ſpeaker 
in his room. Reſolutions followed againſt ſeveral mem- | 
bers, and a bill for obliging Sir Tho, Cooke to give an 
account of monies, which had paſſed ehifough” his 5, 
hands. The bill was rejected by the lords, and Grote 
ſuffered to eſcape, on promiſe, that he would make 
diſcoveries. He brings in a long and black lift of 
thoſe who had W the wee perſons of noble 
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dank, and, higher, than noble; which, it war he- 
tended, was only in conſequence of antient cuſtom at 
the renewing. of charter. Sir Jab Obild depoſed, 
that the £24 India company had propoſed: to offer 
the king go, ooo l. but chat Mr. Ten had told them, 
from lord Poriland, the king wonld have nothing to 
do with 3 A member (anonymous) Aid, The 
houſe.ought to provide laws, for the future, to pre» 
vent the members taking money. There were ſevere 
reſſections om dhe dpke of \Deeds. , It was propoſed 
to aide. ee Bim, or that the houſe | 
ITT Mani machine gt _ 


. n ES &cbday, i 
« time {herg.fheuld bene i Ad: it might hays 
been added, Thatzit ian anige, iche oath taken 
by all ry ener, that they ual} avoid:corrupy 
tion "nk Juſtise is nqꝶ 50 h ld Aid another men», 
ber, 6 by go mer dam: LS Abg. think: that, 
very ungommon Jaw an times, Dyo Which a man 
obtained juſii qe eſity andi qur minifters publicly de- 
clare, ie eee en the coGQUIT. haue 
influence 4p parkanew.) Is pot thzt, falling quſice ? 
Andthper member fideo (5 There 18g oparliaments: to. 
« puniſh. ſuck cri ng and it is so he hhEd, there will, 

c always be.” Little did thet honeſh gentleman think 
the time. would: come wha: wpwards, of 200 nato 
riqus placemen and peaſioners, would, fit in St. Ste- 
Je > chagsl -ithous,s. bluſh on * N Fn 
ved, 
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© ſolved; That Thomas duke of Zett, preſidens 6 
e his majeſty's moſt honeura ble privy eouftetl” f m 
Honourable preſident I] be impesthecd ef high elne 
£ and miſdemeanours *, The duke of Leeds went ts 
the Kouſe ef eominons; made 8. bey wert Wesch, Ws | 


denied Ris. receiving any tmohopyrbuE\is'appitifed 
afterwards, that this was a mers equi beten, TA an 
impenehmene, however; was ſene u ws hott = 
They equiin de cemmons, That they hid pak 4 

bill: for Iiffpribming Sir Thy. Calw and ether The 

ebm mou reſolved; That to oſſer monty; or: fe 

© xd vuntuge; to a member; fer prümetfing any matter 
uhatſbever depending if parlament # . dig rime 
* miſdemeanbur; emen eee 

ngl;fþ conſtitution . [There ought, therefbre; 

155 che aud 8 reconcile. principles with practiee, 

to fav been 4 reſolution of the cν em Phizr' for 
2 mintſter to offer, af ally te gibe-wiohby, evict 
places to 200 membere, for promoting his fefienen; 

and t Keep bim in fu packs) irh erimte & mit- 
de memœuf; Hit fn 0 the ſubvVerſten of tHe: Bays 

ſo conſtitution:] The CDE Were gen ot ta 
impeach others) hut were intetrùnted by Black-Redd's 1 
ealling them to attbnd che Ringe who war; dome: 60 
put aß end ten the ſeffions * [Vikiehiſhews a: bing 
to: bea vety convenient inplenunt for:themninilter's 
purpoſes.] There were ſevefale other very reafinable = 
| bills bef6re the: houfe whichicould not be carried 
through. And the king's conckuding che ſeffions, | 
while into the- above- horrible 

ayes of corruption, r the 
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part of our glorious deliverer. He pretended, the 
ſeaſon of the year required his going abroad. That 
parliament never met nn e diſſolyed lan 
after. 

Reftexions, 2 as. 40950 the india; by, the 
tories, 4. D. 1690, a commiſiion was appointed ta 
enquire into the laying out of the public: money. A 
certain number of the commons (the lords declining} 
were choſen. by ballot, with authority to - ſend. for 
perſons, papers, and records, and to examine upon 
oath vd. This might be of ſervice in thoſe times. But 
in an age, when the majority of the commons are 
corrupt, the majority of every committee muſt be the 
ſame, if the doctrine of chances . be e | 
u 1s * dit 

grown 5 time 955 3 was aan Charles It. 7 
parliament, money for the ſame purpaſe came over 
from Spain and the Eanperor to gain the members to 
their party ore e $7 Neat oe u ENG 

Prodigious quantities — 1 gold were dende 
over A. D. 1701, ſuppoſed. for bribing parliaments od 
ſtrong party for France in parliament . wh 

It was reſolved, A. D. 1707, auen 
houſe that of 29, 305 Eng/i/hmen, who ſhould have 
been at the battle. of Almanza, there were but 8,660. 
The queen was addreſſed to know why She anſtyers, 
that there could na mote be ſent. But I think it does 
not appent- = altar: why: they were not. " Therefore | 
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Chap. W. DISQUISITIONS. aug 


it was moved to:tenſure-the)negle&of not ſending 


troops in time. But the \cenfure- was by the courts 
party over- ruled, and turned into an addreſs vfithanks = 


for the queen's care of the affairs of pain. 1 „ 


A formidable eſfect of miniſterial beer Wale 
ment was ſeen in the fatal peace of-Uthecht'; bf which 
queen Aune's tainiftersy in the following ſpeech, A. D. 
17713, celebrats the praiſes, and herald forth their 
triumphs over, their country. I. hope at the next 


meeting the affair of commerce will he ſo well under- 


</ ſtood that the advantageoue conditions I haye ob- 
©. tained from) Numer will be made effeRuel-for the 
© benefit! of our trade. I cannot part with ſe good 
* and ſo loyal dam houſe of omtiions;” without ex- 
; fpreſſing hw ſenſible I am of the affection, zeal and 
duty, with gyhich you have bchaveg GN ves - and 
I chink myſelf:ahervfore obligeil to tuke : notice of 
©. thoſe remarkiblei:ſervicey οα h performed. At | 
© your firſt meeting you found a method, without further 

© charge to-myipcgpl\tolcaſe then'of the- heavy load 
of moreitlizey nindi niiltivbaipgnd the way bf doing 
© it may bring greattadvaitageituathe\naviogi=Jm this 
eiten orien — de juli in gayiug the 
« debts, duegta, my- ſetvants. A Abd. 6 you-furniſhed 
„ ſupplies, fe, caHying an the Wag ide »Jou. have 
ſtrengthened my, hands in — | 
2 have ſheyredpourſelyesnheaous acpiiſentatives of | 
my loyal the quſt regard pou: have paid | 


* to _ good. of your country and my honour 4. theſe 


proceedings will, I doubt not, preſerve the memory 
of this parliament to poſterity, : My: lers and gentle: 


c men, At my coming to the crown, I found a war 


prepared for me, God has bleſſed my arme with 


37 and at lad gpabled vs ts; make 


"M them 


\ 
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. POLITICAL: ELLYN 
ther iſefuÞ 87 4 Ne and begehrte Feser, 1 


© heartily thunte yoꝶ for the afſiſtance y, have york 


© me therein; and I promiſe myſelf, thut; with 
< concurrendey. it wilt be Mſting.” Te "Mis" en, 1 
< recommend it t6 you all to nicks my fuel 
© ſenſible what they" gaify by the peace, ME Hat yu 
© wilt endeavour to difiþ#e thoſe gröundlefs jealowfies 


aufen guy 


© which have been ſo infuſtrioufly te fired ang os, 
6 that our unhappy diviſions may fbr weben, difly in 


zer tlie advantages 1 Rae obtained 


<a kitgd6ths: There {6 Subs" (very few; 1 


„ 


hope) who win never be fals eck Wich any govern- 
ment; it is neceſſary, therefore; that For ſhew your 


love to your cb 0. by exerting  yourRIves" to 


© obviate the malice o 
+ deceive the deluded. Nothing Ein efaBRIN place at 


the aro and to un- 


home, nothing ca recover the diſbrdefs that have 
© happened during (6 lang 4 Wär, bit fleady sdlletfng 
to the conſtitution in charch and ſtatk. Such ab are 
true ts theſe principles; are oily to be felistt oh; 


© and, as they 


have the'Belt title to my fav bur, fo you 


r niay depend upon y having no irtereſt her a but 


your advantage, 


anũ the fecuring or bur f igiom and 


+ liberty, I hope, for the quiet of theſe natibrfeg and 


© the univerſal good, Hat F II — AW 


© patliamenit reſolted to act upon the fame prineif 


ich the ſas pradence; and Witfr füch vigouty 25 
© ay" enable me to "ſupport" dhe Iibertes of EdFape 


abroad; and reduce che fpirit of faction 4 hoe. 


le was propoſed} fo tate tlie — ner 
nderaten- Immediately che eff wn givar' for aß 


addreſs of thanks; and nb exantifidtion;” They c- 


Cebrdingly aækndwleüge her grent rms bn fr Tet 


ur e them W ch - whith-they Eng an 


e 


a 


Chap: . prabpntbions. | | oF | 


abfolute 77 257 to kn. 
as being 25 War 'of the e 
people, ** Principal object. 8 Tbey 15 2 70 wor 
« expreſs the ſatisfaction with Wor the cel! 


call gi her majeſty was pleaſed to 1 impart. on Eats 


Sender in er.“ She anſwers, that they ſhall. * f 
the good effects of their We ths GS 


peer of Vicht 2647 16 351206. rouge alt, ae 


The bill for the Foch kads Was plopofed, . 5 


1713500 be engroſſed. The debates held from 3 tilf ner 
rt Sir" Thomas Hanne Tait he never would be led by 

y miniſter d.“ Even Volker of the” placemen Were 
* — bin. It was carridll agalnſtits being ngfolſed, 
194 againſt 1895. A frightfu} number of enemies to 
Britain and friends to Frante, ai in A andi 
of Britiſh legillators- 15 — =D N 


By the treat of Ubribbt;, Dili was bot 15 17 


demoliſhed till an equiyalerit for it was: put into the 
hands of the French. What that was to be, the couft 
never *explained, Cape Briton was left to Franc, 
with liberty of drying their fiſh oh Netoftuididnd. AN: 


French goods Rc to come into England upon the fate 
conditions as thoſe of other countries, though they. 
will bardly take any of ours in exchange, and 'thobgh - 


our Portigueſt trade (one of tlie moſt adyantageou 
then had) and our fill; our linnen, and e 
factures muſt have been ruined- by admitting the 
Pupnchs and though it was found in former times; 
that our trade with France was à million a year loſs to 
us. All trading people were alatmed. Let a bill for 
making the treaty. of commeroe with Frante effeQual | . 
was within 9 votes of being etabliſhed by mini- 
V 1144 — * S weh 8 ſterial 


- 1 # „ 


53 a * r 2 
pes een. Wie. mid. v: 6e. * 


bg 


** ad lis. 


I 7% * ; y 
4 7 3 


— — — r m_ 


thank ben far delivering: the.nation from a conſuming: 


Mm 

n e + 00 I . arcs * —— 
3 2 = TW. 73" empRATaſe, at 1 it 5 prove yigous. 
Hh pion © Yo wy hve pol t , hy 
in Thers is ps fear tl 5 Ae wil Mfüus da 


et contrary to that of the naten. os 


In the commons addreſs of thanks 40 — Ba 
fas, that hopeful. denz 319. bg following, „er 
1 m extensive care bath, — anz roy iged far, 
eie, » hug ber the hanour of your kingdoms: 
%Y | 3 your. au Fly has laigh for the. 
80 of your- people. ig trage, by whay yourhave, 
KS in. e navigation, and qpmmgres with. 

, gives, us hopes of ſexing is wh ae er 
6 Nu to the advantage of your ki 
F VP ring & hah the. treaty. r S- 
Bt The — ws tha H,νν 
©. which. 6 fully, cxpertenthgir approbation of the W- 
tel praceend commerce. with: France, I e with. 
Kb Ke mw 2 = 
« : ay Que | 
* 3 wwe the; woche anke 


ce OST. £5. Be <4 1. "oe 
he ee ar ro Rs 
able, and. Advantagebus peach of Utreacht:s 3 h Win 
Eng/ond got juſt nothing hut 30 millions debt, Bhey. 


eee e 6 


1 i 125 . Er 


„rs, Con: W 46+ es e e, ps 


eee E cara thee: ſhe looks: won 
this addreſs av the united voice of her uffettionnte and 
loyal fubjets, It uns dhe roiot: of Jacdbites off,, 
and of a parliament a ta a . 


and the miniſfty knew. it was ſo. 

lords never approved: it... See his fpeech prepare 
e e , 
miniſtry bad moved for. en acts or 
provipg, the peace, after it was pub 

. Ja we en 


Erk „„ — 
the joint expence of the allies, emencd inte : Fuehr- 


x deceitfully, ſays/he *, is one of the worſt cha- 
53 4nd he, who ſwears to his own burt, 


* changes not, e e. the beſt; It is 2 ma a of 


60 Ane 


__—— 1 — Pry 
© thiver dee, Ex. gef o th ew, © rt the Arif 
were th Art mente of 4  Eiſpeniing? power, 


n. any er th ict ch 4. 
6, "have bern dane a provdifiet 
— cafevy and Bal 


„Hier. q T1 e, v. v. 399: mid. 390. 
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%% POLITICAL) | Book V. 


Let us hear the ſenſe of Geo. Ls miniſtry on . 


fatal tranſaction, in his firſt pee 4 Le 271855 
and the anſwer of the commons. eg Fendt 


It were to be wiſned (fays the king) tc the un- 
« panel ſucceſſes of a war, Which was ſo wifely 
and chearfully ſupported by this nation, in order to 
« procure a good peace, had been attended with a fuit- 
© able conclufion, ' But it is with concern I muſt telt 
* you, that fome conditions, even of this peace, eſſen 
« tial to the ſecurity and trade of Great Britain, are not 
6 yet duly executed, and the performance of the whole 
£ may be looked upon as precarious, &c. A great 
2 part of our trade is rendered impracticable, the public 
© debts ate very great, and furprizingly en n 
0 ſince the fatal ceſſation of arms, & . 


And the commons in their: addreſs, | expreſs ber. 
ſelves as follows 5 b 


OS We are ſenſibly touched not 3 with the Aiſp- 
« pointment, but with the reproach brought upon, the 
nation by the unſuitable concluſion of a war, which | 
« was carried on at fo vaſt an expence, and attended 
with ſuch unparalleled ſycceſſes.. But as that gi if. 
| © honour cannot, with juſtice, be imputed, to the 
: whole nation, ſo we firmly. hope and b beli ieye,, that 
5 through your majeſty's great wiſdom, and the, faich- 
ful endeavours of your commons, the reputation, e of 

© theſe your, kingdoms. will. in due time be vindicated 
4 and reſtored... We are under, aſtoniſhment to find 

that care was not taken Lin framing the treaty] 
« to form ſuch alliances, as might have rendered that 


. 


6 _—_ not ne OY commons are under the. 
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Chap. TV. DISQUISITIONS. 42; 


0 deepeſt concern, that a great part of our trade is 
rendered impracticable, Kc. 80 ſoon were all the 
hies bandied between then tory mini rys and. * 


| flaved, parliament, ouverthrowmn! e 6 1. 
n E 571 | 
Liks the laſt gazette, or the laſt addreſs! . Pope, 


A number of new writs were made out for filling | 
vacancies made by meinbers. accepting places, „ 24 . 


the 
* 


All, all but truth, drops dead- born 


1711. The collectors of the debates have giyen us an 


cellent quotation on this fubject | from SHORT Hier. 


0 THE PARL, by R. W. Eq, as follows. of 
5 1. never known, that days were fet'; apart for 
6 rewar, 1 members of parti ament with” "Places and 


Ir ore He who looks upon the votes of the ; 


day of the firſt ſeflion, wilt T8 almoſt nothing 
© done, Sts new writs ordered in the rovm of parlia- 
ment men, who had received their wa pes | for their 
i. paſt year's ſexvices. "AP fuch'a pitch Were they 
< come at laſt, that at the end of the ſecond Teflion,: 


hen the queen's ſpeech was made, and the Teffion- | 


e cloſecd to all other intents and purpoſes, Both houſes: 
care ordered to adjourn themſelves for ei eighteen” days. 
©as if ſomething extraordinary was fill” behind, that 


© might requite the ſitting of” the” parliament! "Bile 


hen the day con es, noting is done, but a 24 lift 
c of foyal members, pre Tha produced: 11 the 
« vacancies of patriots turned courtiers, 8 hy 
©-writs;- ordered to be filled up; chat theſe i 


© members might be ready at "the beginning of ie . 5 
eſon, 86erve” tele! che had "fo well rewarded 


A wer pot fore Ausbeute e ow n 7 5 
E 2 3 | 2 A motion 
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A noten was made dy Pultoney, 4 5. 1422; 400 
evedlicn of the inativity of Ormond in Nun, that 
wn - the « queen be addreſſd# et 'defite him 465 exert djs an 
. efforts. towards obtaining peace; . Job 4in "the 
hovls ef commona, 40d Ogre in, the houkinf peers 
ee niil frawum)) give allyrances. that b ads 
Vell. The motion was Nan Into 10 addre , of 
opting confidence in the e 5 * 
ue 8 
5 0 , 
1 5 0 authority ang. power 
bis purpoſe ee 
5 urepe Rad ben ſo long y 
20 Francs, v e bea 
. 6 in this hou in nary, mi 
Lear Tr i res 
| "M 5 1 78115 255 67 * 721 
4B ene, Tao 7 bf . 15 
need according as he was im r u. IE 5 


7 ex in 2550 5 7 


of, their igtegricg.!/ 
tives there was 4 ſet of mn whoks names never 
Filed do be fren, an the. court fide, f ayery, vote. 
lord Ghatham in his ſpereh on the daa pab-- 
Jickly accuſed a certain aſſemhlꝶ of an-over:raling in- 
ages, and 4dded dhe following 1. „1 ren nk how + = 
1 jt 165 but we We A "OY by - | 


2 th. 


. "Of "hits, ir. 310 | has e VI. $4+ | 
© Dave n, en. hu | 


= 


cb V. DistwisiffUxs. 
„de Hot wit is Segal 8 4 white; e 
N . 2 better XA s. 
at e bf its relp 0 4 bet 8 88 rep? he EL 
| 1 che king and bie n N 1 1 5 ir: ES 
lingion dn the. 1 bill, 7 7 Hs 
135 o Enter f into a tri aliag 5 f 
4717 and thereb) to give t that 4 
elende enemy of. ngland an opi rex 
12 low and. Ga, affairs, 
e thoſe meaſure), 


a 25 ee 
| Lit was 
. © beneficial Ig" to 55 oo 
5 — 1 orthn ne 125 
þ ? e ferry- A 143 we roop | 
2504 e ALk DOR * 


J . e influence in NN 


Knight, the eee 8. C. caſhier, was „ 
66 eps, dureng his Gadrindtion, ind When ied 
E gin let mp, ans fte WWE Pardo. 1 
Ie % Wund, gat 4 170% and dem möterf wee 
Lbetehe by e b. d. Kade, ug 966 806 / 5 5 

mm bikes 46 gbr an 4 e patient alfowi 
chm eee HI tied d Dube. FN 
this whole: affair in a few words ES - 
5 . LS. Bc * require 
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6 Wh: was broad enou h to cover ce fa I 
lic; 3 


K N abd" upon "the eftate of Mr. ea fn. 
8 then 1 in his grave, ih the ſhape of expulſions, Fines, 
c and difq ualifications.” As the majority without doors 
c had taſted of the cala mity, , there js but too much 
. reaſon to fear the 'mgjority within either partook of 
© the guilt, or were prevailed upon to join in com- 

© pounding the felony : Not only court lords but court | 
8 ladies had put! in for a ſhare of the ſpoil 3 nor could 
« hardly any. ſuſpicion ariſe but what had ſome plan. 
s * ſible circumſtances to warrant it.“ 

©. Three.v very falutary motions were, in che year 1728, 
70 jected. by the commons, vie. 1. For a committee to 
enquire . what members had (what members had not, . 
would have been an eaſier taſk) places holden, in truſt 
for them. 2. For r preventing the tranſlation of biſhops. 
3. For an "agdreſs againft the F290 He * in N 


pay. '» Ep 

It bob . the . labour of . to per- 
bade the people, that all thoſe, who. endeavour to 
detect their villainqus ſchemes, are diſaffected, or 
deſigning. men, and that their views are not the public 
good; but their own. advancement on the .ruins f 
thoſe, whom hs ſtrive iP. Pu 0 ee with the 
e lay: 3:74 FCC 
| | | \of | 11 
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Ghap.W. DISQUISITIONS. ay 
( 8 Geo. II. that is, the miniſter, in \his | 
freed, A. D. 1728) among other 'reaſons,. hopes 


given from hence of creating diſcontents and divi- 


5 fions among my ſubjects, and a proſpet of. ſeeing, / 
« difficulties ariſe at home, have greatly encouraged 


« them in their dilatory proceedings, Lam perſuaded 


+ that your known affection to me, and a juſt regard 
; for your own honour and the intereſt and ſecurity of | 
6, the nation, will determine you effectually to difcou- | 
6 rage the unnatural, and injurious practices of ſome 
f few who ſuggeſt the means of diſtreſſing their coun-. 


6 try and afterwards clamourl at the inconveniencies 
- which they themſelves have occaſioned. It is more 
6 


« the reſult. of your deliberations, . and as you ma 


2 depend upon my conſtancy and ſteadineſo, that no 
5 wicked, and groundleſs ſuggeſtions or inſinuations 


_ © ſhall make me depart. fram my preſent purpoſes; ſo L 
5 entirely rely upon your wiſdom and unanimity;-&e.* 


Hoyever hame theſe refleions were upon thoſe 
who oppoſed. the court meaſures, or how apparently . 

é ſoever tending to abridge the freedom of parliament} | 

5 the majority, of both hauſes betrayed no-reſentment x 

5 but on the contrary. inſiſted. upon thanks for and 

$ compliances with every article. When therefore, 

« the minority i in the. houſe of commons ſtickled only” 


for the alteration of a2 ngle. word in the 


7 reſtor⸗ for ſecure. the. commerce, and a thais- 
8 claim with pnanſyerable reaſons, drawn from noto- 


4 rious facts, they. were defeated by 249 voices-againft 
87. Having given this earneſt of their ductility and 
5 complaiſance; we are not to wonder chat 1 1 
'F en was of * Lbakt gat it State, 

er dag ee aer . 


e AND e or Pant, 11. 1 


. 


able, that foreign courts will wait now for 


minister z and I have read of v 


156 buried Be V 
Thus tors Mid, . D. 175¹, From What las 
book propoted by the two-her, gentlemén, Whoinads = 
Cant ſeconded this motion; for an addteſ of thanks 
and. general approbation of all menſures] 1 fhould 

q cla gant if they had not told the vthierwile; 
that they were aequainted"'with All the Teerets of the 
deabinet, and had ſdeh all he iffeructions Riſt ts but 
' ®pnipiſters at foreign certs, ac well as all the ad Nes 
© p668|ve ftom them 5 of nt fath 4 thordugh 
© „no mut can, in my opinion, With hotidar 
© ppr&® to what they have propoſed ; and what ges the = 
muß mere evneerny I aft affaid that fuch 4fHforovugti 
© knowledge would be Io fit from wittafitfiig fucf 4 
„Homb :3pprobmion-of al out Fortigh Aff, thit 
n would fürniſm us wi ſuMcitnt” reine för 
© cenſiiring every ſtep that figs dean tak for ſbié 
time paſto As tothe autfioricy;, which it is pfetended 


6 we bude from his majeſty's' fperth from the tutor, 
ry gentleman knows; that in tis Kos te ite 
always to lock upon thut ſpesch as the ſpetefl 87 the 
er 
<affeveritians; though given in the theft relig 
« welt 46 fem muniey, I Su deen uon Sas 
_ Exe te ang Fact randy cb their own Cöndukr. 
Nor enn I fay that I Have mote dependence upon the 
tettimemy ef our prefent mnittilfters, chan cufd ever 
a he ape that of #ny Ether. I muft een be To free 
a0 to y, that whit F have heard this dry fehders me 
| © 9 Hetls more ſuſpiotou of their regard t trutli; | 


I eber ws Reretöfbfe. 1 confeſs" T have as Fittle 


__ Eaoquiiehtaries with the affairs of the eabintt” 45 elifier 

© of me Abesrable gendered, or, 1 belfeve, as ny 
A gentleman in the kingdom. T kiow nötüig of 
Ga foreign en ons: Wo 1 have from our pe = 


GW. DISQTISITIONS. or gap 4 | 


| — theſe 1 know arg ſben edchel up in N 
# order” co 'deveive;/ due ſuppole Mey _—O 5 | ;of 


s ſuppoſe we had from this 
s ficient authortty' for believing every thing which 
s this motion we are to profeſs: We bplioves;? would 
f be an authority ſirſficient for dds houſs'ts und u 
$ veſolution upon / Is it not incontifient — 
4 nity" of this houſe and with the unifetm þradtivs 
7 mg 1 our en A wy | 
owes 81-46 Mer, tht fest ene. 
bation of the meafures purfued by the mihiftry; .tliers 
was much room for cefiſure; inſtead of "eonjgtatulktitnr, 
much cauſe for © Our ſhipping tere by 
the Spaniards, our colonies Attacker by the Frans; 
the continent of Europe rather embroiled than qulewd = 
| by our interpoſition in their quarrels; = diſgraceful = 
treaty with S; the peaeo of irla-Chapelle di 
honourable and precarious ;' ide nation infultity Bays 
und every where ; ſettling the neutral ian in direct 
| violation of the treaty; imprudent und unprefit le 
alliances on OE v view ns | 
_ endleſs expence'to Brinin, & | 
In Waſpol's, and all — rhe, asc | 
endeavonr of the oppoſition} has been to get at falls, 
proceedings, extracts, papers, . ant the pit of | 
the miniſterial crew, to negative all} fact motions, | 
We -accordingly find, moſt fefſiows, ke 6s alas 
fuch-motions quathed ; one of ann 
reaſonable, many of them weh, ehrt the heeft was 
obliged to errf in the dark for want of neevllay 
Pen, YO l CO ery un 
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for: oublic PP Beſides, it is a generai rule 
with all men, ho have indirect. ſchemes; in vieyz 
ta conceal as many particulars as they can: far they 
are awyate, that the knowledge. of, every particular 
| 8 their detectors with an ahn :againſt 
He knew human nature well, who abſer ved; 
| that DG whoſe: deeds. are evil, love darkneſs rather 
than ligbt. But ſucly ſtateſmen give us authority to 
believe the very ug of their proceedings. They 
| leave it to our imaginations: to paint them as black as 
we pleaſe; and might as well let us know the worſt; 
if it were net for the fear of, impeachment, | n 
Which they are ſafe ſo long as they can keep leg 1 
8 out of our reach, though they leaye us no room to 
ubt of their Suilt by their care to ee their bra: 
feet from e — 
When Sir Geo, 955 8 F e ond, led 5 
* the oppoſition, A. D. iar; and the queſtion over - 
ruled by miniſterial influence, ſeveral lords proteſted, 
3 Becauſe, not finding any inſtance, on ſearch of the 
journals, we believe there is none wherein a motion 
: 4 for admirals ipſtructions to be laid before the houſe 
© has been denied; but on the contrary, there are 
* many. precedents, of inſtructions of a like nature, 
< and in ſtronger. caſes, as we conceive, - addreſſed for 
. * by the houſe, and ſeveral in point for inſtructions 
given to admirals, particularly to Sir George Rooks, 
* and Sir Claudeſy Shovel; nor does i it ſeem to us at all 
7 material, whether the conduct of ſuch. admirals had 
F or had not been blamed. before ſuch. inſtructions. 
were aſked. for, ſince the ſight of inſtructions may. 
b be previouſly and abſolutely neceſſary to inform-the- 
© houſe whether their conduct be blameable or not, 


* 2, Becauſe, we think it . that theſes 
| inſtruę⸗ 
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« inftrutions ſhould be laid before this houſe, upon 
which the action of the Britiſh againſt the Span;ſh" 
N fleet in the Mediterranean, was founded, without 
© any previdus declaration of war; and even whilſt a 


© Britiſh miniſter, a ſecretary of ſtate,” was amicably 5 


«treating at Madrid, which court might juſtly 8 
« elude” itſelf ſecure from any hoſtile attack duri 
© the continuance of ſuch negotiations. 3. Becauſe 
„till we have a fight of thoſe inſtructions, and arb 
© able to judge of the reaſons, on which they are 
founded; the war with Spain, in which that action 
«of our fleet involved us, does not appear to us ſo 
* Juffaliablec as we could wiſh, and yet was plainly. 
< prejudicial to the nation in ſundry. reſpectsʒ for it 
© occaſioned*an entire interruption of our moſt valu- 
0 able commerce with Spain, at a time when 8 
Britain needed all the advantages of peace, to extri- 
« cate itſelf from that heavy national debt it lay under ; 


© and as it deprived us of the friehdſhip of Spain, not 
c eaſily to be retrieved, ſo it gave our rivals in trade an 


; opportunity to inſinuate themſelves into their affec- 
tions; and, we conceive, | that to the war alone is 
* owing the fri, unian there is at preſent between 
© the crowns of of Rowan and Spain, which it was the 
J intereſt of Great Britain to have kept always divided, 
„an union, which in its conſequences may prove. 
* fatal to theſe kingdoms. Nor does it appear th it 
| © Great Britain has had any fruits from this war be- 

0 ©yond its being reſtored to the ns, trade we e had, 
0 with Spain before we degan . 


A motion, 4. D. 1732, for a committee to inquire 


whether any members ſate contrary to law. ONT in 
ths negative. N . 
4 2 a : 5 ; 3 229 x — Mocion 


=p 


a DEB. Los, 111. 202. «> ike Cox. va; 236. 
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\ 
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| 
i 
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9 be. hend dete the; haute, 4. B. 751. . in 
e 1 4 5 
A worin, A. D. 1739, ane to be l . 


5 Weng W houſe of all ſhips of war built for govern · 


mentis ſervice.” Over- ruled. The people muſt have 


ms ſatitfactien about the laying out of their" money. 


Tus eſcape of the rauch fleet from Sir J. Norris, 


AD. 74% though: he was much ſuperior as a 


was never enquired into, nor puniſhed ©. 

Several lords, A. D. ryar, move bor un Ares to 
the king, that lord Carteret's inſtructions for the eburt 
of Stomlem, be laid before the houſe. Over-ruled, 
Several lords proteſted. ' Looked” Hl, and as) if chere 
was ſome what in them not ſit to be ſeen. 


Hir. Walpol: fairly oppoſes parligmentary enquitics = 


, into the conduct of miniſters, as never to be fer on 


6 foot, but when there. is an abfolute and apparent | 


* necefſity for fo doing* [—which chere is at all 
times. There was ne necefliity, he thougbe, for 


any enquiry how. the nation came to be, for 20 0 
together, inſulted by a ſtate ſo much inferior inchower 
as 1 is allowed to be. And he afterwards al- 

[what every boy of x0 years of age could have 


5 ated] that the enquiry into the conduct of the 
_ tary miniſtry in the end of queen Ane reign, was the. 


cauſe of the rebellion in 1715, That, tlictefvre: «411 
©ſuth enquiries muſt be allowed to be of dungetous 25 
©conſequence to the tranquillity of the nation” 28 8 | 


— — 3 — — — * 
8. Dar- e oy PS Thid. Xt. 24. He 
2,7 in Rap. 14. 36. | | 
Daus. Laps, 14. 190. SIS l 1 
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© foot, becauſe they” will be of equal 1 ht ag eta 
* every future enquiry, and every f motion that ee 77 0 
c fry.” ien 


» The Walpolians Oe all motions for e ries 
5 into the conduct of the miniſtry duting the negotia- 
tion with Spain, becauſe ſuch enquiries would occa- 


ſion che producing df many papers, which” ould 


widen the breach; and make a war with. Spain un- 


| avoidable; "And afterwards, when war "was atually 
decfartd and there wWas no longer any Pretence' c on 
that account for oppoſing an enquiry—then the mini 
ſerial party rty oppoſed all parliamentary enquity, 'becauſs 
the conſequence would be the publi ication © the go- 


4 4 


x37 £7 


705 % plans for fg on the War. : 7 The Ho 


07 dee! 1 bu if \ we are never to enquite into * 


— 


7 conduct of any "miniſter, t til that! miniſter, or. the 


« crown, gives 1 us leave to do fo, our, attending here, 
* or our meeting together in this houſe, will be of 
* very little ſignication to the people; , for. 1 may 
Fl venture to ptophely, that if e ever we. ſhould have A 

C houſe of commons ſo complaiſant te the MN 

| not to enquire into the conduck, of , mint 9 wich- 
* out A conge for that purpoſe, ſuch. 'A 190 of 0 m 
* mons will be as complaiſant! in every, other reſpe 8 


< and will conſequently. agree to every law. the crown | 
'E may be pleaſed to Propoſe, and to eve 5 grant the 


NT an. be mes to demand and irvift 


„ i 4 
9 8 fp 
* or En” EY 8 
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Like ſome of the. petty ſtates in Faure, pricing, / 


© ye, may make humble remonſtrances to ee 
© reign,, and. repreſent our inability: to comply with 


* the free gift, demanded of us; but whenwuriſbres 


_ 5 reign, or-his prime miniſter, ſays it müſt be done; 
© we may depend on it that ſuch a houſe bf, commons 


© will always ſubmit and agree to what is demanded 


© of them. The gentlemen of the other ſide df the 


« queſtion ſhould. be cautious of mentioning any thing 


c that has been lately done in Spain : for there are 
many things now done in that kingdom vhich neither 
pould or could: be donè if that country had pre- 
= their antient freedom and independency; and 
© if the maxims theſe gentlemen have been pleaſed 
© to advance upon this/occaſion ſhould ever be received 
$j in this, kingdom, our parliaments will ſoon become 


* as-complaiſant-to the crown, and of as little uſe ta 
© the people, as the cortez now are in Spain. A parlia- 


mentary enquiry into a miniſter's conduct is, I find, 
very much miſtaken by the gentlemen who oppoſe 
this queſtion; - Sir, it is not a trial: It is a fort of 
debt which every miniſter owes to the public. A 

© miniſter is a ſort of agent or ſteward. for the public; 
and is not every ſteward obliged to give an account 
e of his ſtewardſhip? When a lord happens, upon 


© the general view of his affairs, to be perfectly ſatiſ- 
« fied with the management of his ſteward, he may ſave 
© himſelf the trouble of examining, or appointing 


* others . to examine, particularly into his ſteward's 
conduct and accounts; and in the ſame manner, 


© when a nation happens, upon the general view of 
public affairs, to be perfectly well ſatisfied wit 


© the conduct of its miniſters, there is no neceſſity 
fot a particular enquiry into their conduct. But 


Voc. * | | F £. - RIES © will 


F 3 


J ones i, — ES 11S. 


n 
— MESS 


« will any gentleman ſay this is our caſe at preſent ? 
q Sir, our conduct, as members of this houſe, is not 
© in this caſe to be directed by our own opinion. 
This houſe is not the lord to whom our miniſters 
© are to anſwer for their conduct. The people! are 
« the lord, to whom they are to an "FA and we are 
c appointed by the People to examine into their con- 
duct and accounts. Therefore, when. the people in 

general, or a great part of them, ſeem diſſatisſied 
with the conduct of public affairs, it is our duty, 
' © whatever we ourſelves may think, to make a ſtrict 
© and impartial enquiry into the conduct of our mini- 
© fters, and to call for all papers that may be neeeſ- 
< ſary for that purpoſe. This is not ſubjecting our 
« miniſters to a trial; it is only making them give 
can account to the people of their. ſtewardſhip, which 
© is an obligation they, lay themſelyes under, When 
© they accept of being the miniſters of the crown, 
« and conſequently. the. ſtewards of the people; 3, and 
they ought to be ready to perform the obligation 
© when and as often as the people may pleaſe to require 
it. I am ſorry it is_not performed much oftener 
< than has been uſual, of late years: I. am ſure the 
< oftener it is performed, the, more it will redound to 
the honour of a good adminiſtration, the better ſafe- 
« ovard it will be to the people againſt the frauds. and 
< oppreflions of a bad one.” . 

My lords, we muſt enquire (ſays lord Sw, = 
in the debate on tlie addreſs, J. D. 1740 *:) $ The 
£ whole kingdom expects it at our hands. If ve do 
not, there will be ugly inſinuations made againſt the 
< dignity and honour of this houſe both at home and 
6, . For this na reaſon we ought; to _ | 

en © bo 


— — 
D 


* — <A. td 
———— 


DER. Loxps, vii. 472. 
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© to the noble duke's motion in order to ſatisfy the 


© people as ſoon as poſſible, that in this ſeſſion we will 


do our duty. It is a duty we owe to our ſovereign as 
© well as his people. If this propoſition is refuſed, or ſet 
_ © aſide by the previous queſtion, I ſhall look upon it as 
© a refuſal of any enquiry, and therefore; I muſt, in 


© my own vindication, proteſt, In the. glorious and 
< ſuccefsful adminiſtration that has been mentioned, 

though the miniſters were willing, as all miniſters 
* are, to accept of all the panegyrics the parliament 
8 yas: willing to beſtow, yet being conſcious' of their 
© own innocence, they were too wiſe to oppoſe, or 
© endeavour to evade an enquiry. There was then 
no mutual chmpact between a miniſter and his tools 
© to protect one another againſt an impartial enquiry, 
and thereforè in the year 170% when à complaint 
© was brought into this houſe againſt the admiralty, 
and an enquiry into the conduct of that board moved 
for, though prince George himſelf was then at the 
© head of the admiralty, the miniſters were ſo far from 


6 oppoſing, that they promoted an enquiry. A com- 


T mittee was accordingly appointed, and a ſtrict en- 
« quiry carried on. Whereupon it was found that 


© the prince's council had been' guilty of great neglects 


© with regard to the appointing of: cruizers and con- 
© voys' for protecting our trade; for which, and for 
© ſeveral other neglects and miſdemeanours alledged 
c againſt them, they were removed from that board, 

© without ſo much as an attempt made by the mini- 


© ters either to ſcreen them from ien found guilty, 


gor to protect them after they were.” | 
A motion was made, A, D. 1741, after I alpele 


was out of power, for inquiry into the conduct of 


affairs laſt 20 years. Lord Limerick, who made 


Ffa. ” the 
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the motion, ſaid, It is juſtly ſuſpected, that during 
< the laſt twenty years, our miniſters have taken moſt 
< unjuſtifiable methods for gaining a corrupt influence, 
© both at elections and in parliament. + While our 
« conſtitution ſubſiſts in all its. force, it is certain, 
© that the parliament, or at leaſt this houſe of parlia- 
ment, will always be of the ſame complexion with 
© the generality of the people. It is from this houſe, 
© his majeſty is to know the ſentiments as well as the 
© complaints of his people; therefore, when meaſures 

© generally diſliked by the people, meet with an ap- 
« probation from this houſe, it may be juſtly ſuſpected, 
that ſome illegal methods have been taken for ob- 
< taining that approbation; and if upon a new elec- 
tion a miniſter, who by his crimes or imprudence 7 
< has rendered himſelf generally obnoxious to the peo- 
e ple, ſhould nevertheleſs get a majority of his friends, 
© or rather creatures, returned as members of this 
© houſe, we muſt ſuppoſe, that ſome illegal Steg 
© were taken for obtaining thoſe returns.” | 


A motion being made, A. D. 1741, by Mr. Put 
teney, that the ſeveral papers preſented to the houſe on 
Monday, and yeſterday by Mr, Comptroller, be referred 
to a ſelect committee, and that they do examine the 
fame, and report to the houſe what they find material 
| therein, it occaſioned a great debate, Mr. Pulteney 

introduced his motion with the following ſpeech. 

« Mr. Speaker. I have always thought, that when 
+ papers of ſtate are called for by this houſe, as well as 
< when ſuch papers are laid before us without being 
» called for; it ſhould be with ſome ſort of view oc 
+ deſign, We know very well, that when treaties, 
| 6 eſtimates, or accounts are laid before us, without 


6 being called * it is generally with a deſign to 
. 6 demand 
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demand a ſum of money, or vote of credit; and ſuch 
demands have of late years been uſually complied with, 


I believe, by moſt members of this houſe, without ſo 


much as looking at any one of the papers or eſtimates 


© which were laid before us as the foundation of that 


£ demand, This practice, Sir, muſt be allowed to be 


< a little extraordinary; but our late practice with 
«© regard to ti oſe papers that are expreſly called for, 


< has been much more ſurprizing ; for after the papers 
alled for have been laid before us, they have been 
Fa to lie upon the table, and there they have 


« generally lain without the leaſt examination, as'if 
< we had no view in calling for them, but that of en- 


© creaſing the bulk of our votes by long liſts of letters, 
8 inſtructions and memorials. Experience has ſhewn, 
< that when ſuch papers are ordered to lie upon the 
< table for the peruſal of the members, they are ſeldom 
© peruſed with attention by any, and when they are 
< peruſed ſeparately and diſtinctly by a few particular 


© members, none of them have authority enough to 
prevail with the houſe to enter into a ſtrict enquiry, 


or to take into conſideration the errors, miſtakes, or 
« blunders, they may from ſuch papers have diſ- 
covered. For this reaſon, Sir, and that the nation 
© may ſee we not put the adminiſtration to t 

© trouble and expence of laying piles of ſtate-papers 
< before us, without any view or deſign either for the 
« ſervice or ſatisfaction of the public, I think, when 
© we call for any papers of importance, arid they are 
0 accordingly laid before us, they ought of courſe to 


© be referred to a ſelect committee, that they may 
examine them ſtrictly, and report their remarks, 


© obſervations, or objections to the houſe; for the 
examination of ſuch a committee muſt always be 
4:3 more 


* 
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more exact and full, and their report will have more 
0 weight, than the examination or report of any ſingle 
* member who peruſes the papers upon our table with- 
© out any direction or authority from the houſe .“ 
The multitude of commiſſioners and officers of the 
treaſury, ſays lord Digby againſt Walpole ®, not- 
C withſtanding there being too great a number of both, 
© can no way endanger the diſcovery of any niſfaphli- 
© cation of the public treaſure, eſpecially when the firſt 
© commiſſioner has the direction of the ſecretary's office 
© in the kingdom. The other commiſſioners, and the 
© officers, either do not really know how the money 
© iſſued by them is applied, or elſe they will never make 
« a diſcovery, as long as they know that their firſt com- 
© miſſioner continues to be the chief favourite of the 
© crown, This has been the touch- ſtonę of ſuch diſ- 
© coveries for many years paſt, and always will 'be ſo, 
© till we have a parliament independent and reſolute 
enough to pull a pere miniſter even from behind 
_ © the throne itſelf,” 
I am not at all rte « 175 Mr. alderman 
- Heathcote © to hear the prerogatives of the crown 
© trumped up as a bar to any enquiry; for they have 
always been ſet up by miniſters againſt eyery enquiry 
© or proſecution that was ever propoſed in parliament ; 
© but this can never be of any weight with thoſe who 
can properly diſtinguiſh' between the prerogatives of 
s the crown and the priyileges of parliament. -' The 
« prexogatives of the crown, Sir, were all eſtabliſhed 
< by our conſtitution for the public good; and; when 


* they are properly made uſe of, the parliament hath 
bang 


2 DR. Com. XIII. 70. V Ibid, 200. 
© A Mer. on. 11, 268. 1 8 
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nothing to do with them; but when they are made a 
wicked or an imprudent uſe of, the parliament ach 
then a right to interfere, and to .puniſh thoſe who 
< adviſed the king to make ſuch an uſe of the preroga- 
« tive, Thus the king has by his prerogatiye the ſole 
power of appointing all commanders both by ſea and 
© land, and: while proper perſons are employed, the 
15 < parliament has no right to intermeddle; but when 
improper perſons are appointed, and the public has 
ſuffered, or is like to ſuffer, the parliament has a 
E right to interpoſe, and not only to remoye the worth- 
« leſs perſons ſo appointed, but to puniſh thoſe who 
c 5 adviſed the appointing. of ſuch. But, ſays the hon. 
tleman, if we once begin to enquire into and 
Sk thoſe who adviſed the appointing of any gene- 
| © ral. or admiral, we ſhall of courſe ſoon begin to 
« aſſume to ourſelves the power of appointing generals 
* and admirals, Y wiſh the hon. Coleen would 
c re-conſider this ar ument. If he oes, he will find 
« it to be in ſhort thus, If we do what we haye a right 
| © to do, we ſhall of courſe ſoon begin to do what we 
have no right to do. This may be logick among 
© miniſters of ſtate; but I am ſure it would not be 
1 allowed to paſs for ſuch among the under-graduates 
© of any of our univerſities. By this method of ar- 
© guing, Sir, ws, ſhould put an end to one of the chief 
© uſes of parliaments, which is to take care that none 
6. of the prerogatives of the crown, which were all 
< deſigned for the ſaſety of the people, ſhall be ever 
6 turned towards their deſtruction; but however much 
« this method of arguing may "prevail among miniſters 
b of ſtate, I hope it will never be admitted by this 
$ aſſembly, Here I hope the antient maxim of our 
$ fonſtitution will always prevail, That the king has 
Fx 4 many 
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© many prerogatives to do 800d; but not ſo war reiig 
one to do evil.“ 

On a motion, A. D. 1744, for enquicing into ache 
cauſe of the miſcarriage at Toulon, Mr, Cornwal com- 
plains, as follows, of the effect of miniſterial influence 
in parliament. Sir, My duty to my country, and 
« my duty to my neareſt and deareſt relation, force me 
c up, to ſecund the motion, which the worthy gentle- 
© man behind me has ſo properly mide you; but 1 muſt 

always call the day he has mentioned cruel, as . as 
© honourable : However, Z l e Ack 


His ſaltem accumulem unit, et t fungar i inani Pet 
Munere Vx IRG, 


. And to ſay "A PTY, Sir, the hon. gentlemin and I 
have frequently before now intended to move a 
« queſtion of this ſort, but we have as often expected 
6 it to come from more able gentlemen now in my eye, 
© as one condition, ſine gua non, of their change of 
« ſituation, More than half of the ſeſſion is lapſed, 
and not one of theſe conditions is fulfilled, Sir, 
< almoſt all the money is given, not only all that the 
* moſt believing and moſt ſanguine country gent eman 
& can raiſe, but all that the moſt devoted courtier can 
£ aſk: but not a ſingle grievance has been redrefſed, 
Should not theſe, Sir, and our ſupplies proceed part 
* paſſu? Let us therefore for ſhame make a beginning 
with this; and as it cannot be redreſſed but by en- 
' © quiry, let us now exerciſe one of our fundamental : 
rights, which our infatuation, not corruption, to be 
© ſure, has ſo long ſuſpended, that it is almoſt loſt, 
© There is not a man in the nation, who does not know 
in his private capacity that there has been great miſ- 
| © congurts 


_ 
— 


2 Aim. DEB. Con. 11. 268. 
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* commanders of this Engl Armada. Should nor 
< then, Sir, even our miniſters themſelves have laid the 
« whole before parliament? But which of us in his 
public capacity here has heard a word of it? Do none 
© of our miniſtersrecolle& what was done when the duke 

c of York commanded i in the time of king Charles Ids 
* and admiral Ruſſel in that of king liam? And theſez | 
© Sir, were in ſome ſort victories ; for although in the 
t former the Dutch burnt ſome of our ſhips at Chatham; 
$ yet before they got back, we ſunk and deltroyed twenty 
of their capital ſhips, though ſuperior to us in num- 
ber; and although in the latter we deſtroyed ſixteen 
© of the French men of war, for which the admiral 
© had the thanks of both houſes, and was created-earl 
« of Torrington; yet, Sir, thoſe princes were adviſed, 
5 unaddrefſed, to Jay theſe matters upon your table, 
and I read in your journals, that cenſures were paſſed 
< on particular parts of theſe tranſactions. But now, 
Sir, though more than a twelvemonth ago forty 
© ſhips of Englund -made with a difficulty a drawn - 
< battle againſt 30 of the combined fleets, yet tho 
* parliament is told nothing, nor has aſked a ſingle 
« queſtion concerning it. Therefore, for God's ſakes 
s Sir, for the ſake of common ſenſe, as well as juitice- 
6 and our own honour, let this enquiry be haſtened. 
„ ſhall, for the ſake of form, trouble you with twa 
«< ſubſequent motions, vix. That it may be a com- 
mittee of the whole houſe, and that this houſe do, 
s this day fortnight reſolve itſelf into a committee of 
© the whole houſe upon this matter. Our journals 
* juſtify the form and method of proceeding ; and if 
© any gentleman has objections to the thing, 1 hope I 
* ſhall be permitted to enter the liſts with him; for 
6 though 0 on any other "_ Thou be ſoon van- 

: quiſhed, 
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* quiſhed, yet on this ſelf-evident 8 I cannot 


| © but think of obtaining a complete victory *.* . 


Our chief. buſineſs in this houſe,” ſays Mr. Carew, 


4. D. 1745, is to keep a watchful eye over thoſe, 
© who, under our ſovereign, are the firſt ſprings of our 


© government, and. to make an enquiry into their | 
© conduct, as often as we find the leaſt reaſon to 
© ſuſpect that they have been prompted by ſome private 
view, to do or adviſe any thing that was inconſiſtent 
tor of dangerous conſequence to the public welfare. 


© This, I ſay, is our chief buſineſs : : this is our duty; 


and this duty we are the more obliged to perform 
5 when it appears that our country has ſuffered, or is 
e like to ſuffer ſeverely, by the miſconduct or the bad 
© advice given by. our miniſters Þ,' |___. "TY. 

It is owing to the ſame fatal influence i in, | the parkia- 
ment of a neighbouring kingdom, that my much- 
honoured friend Sir V. Mayne, and his worthy ad- 
herents, have met with ſuch oppoſition in their late 
moſt reaſonable demand in parliament of papers, 
accounts, and tranſactions relating to the mne Fon- 


cerns of that declining country. 


A. D. 1734, a meſſage was brought tot the commons 


| from the king, defiring that the houſe would enable 


him to augment his army ¶ againſt the windmills on the 
continent] if neceſſary, between the diſſolution of that 
parliament and the fitting of a-new one. | 
Sir Nilliam Wyndham ſpoke on this occaſion. a a8 
Sloan +; Sir, .1' muſt own my ſurprize is as great as 
my worthy: friend's, that a meſſage of this nature 
0 — be ſent to this houſe ſo near to the cloſe of 
ED Dae get chis 


— 


1 Alm. Dev. Com. 211, 177. | 62 7Þ.1 Ibid. 258, 
e See the . of Now, 1773. 
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< this ſeſſion; for whatever promiſes were or were not 
4 made the firſt day of the ſeſſion, I am very ſure moſt 
£ oentlemen expected that every thing of conſequence 
had been over long before this time; and upon this 
E general preſumption, a great many gentlemen who 
c have not the honour to be let into miniſterial ſecrets, 
are gone into the country; it being at preſent more 
s neceſſary perhaps than uſual for ſuch gentlemen to 
return to their reſpective countries, in order to 
* prevent their being bought and jobbed out of that 
. natural intereſt by which only they can expect to 
5 enjoy the honour of repreſenting their country in 
5 parliament. But however neceſſary perhaps their 
« preſence may be at this time, yet if time be allowed 
£ them, I doubt not but moſt of them will think it 
* their duty to return to the ſervice of their country 
jn this houſe when they hear that a matter of ſo very 
6. great importance is to come before us; it is I think, 
Sit, a matter of the higheſt importance; it is as my 
*:worthy friend called it an abſolute ſurrender of our 
s all, a ſurrender of the rights, and a delegating the 
power of parliament to the crown. This abſolute 
© power, it is true, is now demanded. but till next 
* ſeffion of parliament : but if it were not for the con- 
b fidence | repoſe in his preſent majeſty, I ſhould be 
s much afraid the next ſeſſion would never be allowed 
F to meet unleſs upon the new election a majority of the 
£ members ſhould appear to be ſuch as would be ready 
to confirm or to renew that ſurrender, The honour- 
able gentleman on the floor has told us, that it has 
b always been uſual to ſhew ſo much reſpect to the 
crown, as to take ſuch meſſages as the preſent into 
our conſideration the very next day, and that he 
F remembers no inſtance to the contrary. It is true, 
| 6 Sir, 


A POLITICAL nere 
Sir. ſince I have ſat in parliament I remember 1 ; 
© but too many, meſſages ſomething. of this nature; | 
and I believe they have always been taken into con- 
Bt ſideration the next day; but that did not proceed 
< ſo much from the reſpect we owe to the crown, as 
*; from the cauſe of ſending the meſſage. There never ; 
was a meſſage of this kind ſent from the crown but 
s when the nation was threatened with ſome ſuch 
6 ching as an immediate invaſion or inſutrection, which 
in the body of the meſſage Was expreſſed to be the 
reaſon or cauſe of ſending ſuch a meſſage, and as in 
ſuch caſes the near approach of the danger required 
the immediate” concerting of 'propet meaſures to 
© prevent it, we may ſuppoſe this was the chief rea- 
© ſon of their being ſo immediately taken into conſi- 
deration by this houſe. But e are generally 
c apt to improve upon bad precedents, 1 will be bold 
to ſay, that there never was ſuch a meſſage ſent o 
« pailiament as the preſent, either with reſpect to 
< its nature, to he teaſon of ſending it, or to the 
c time of its being ſent. By no meſſage that ever 
* was ſent to parliament, was there an abſolute and 
< unlimited power 'demtided-by the crown, which, to 
< every gentleman, muſt appear at firſt fight to be the 
demand now made upon us; there was never ſuch E 
< a--meſflage ſent to parliament, but what informed 
us of ſome immediate«danger "impending and juſt 
© ready to fall upon the nation. By the preſent meſ- 
© ſage we are toldoef no ſuch thing; nor do I believe 
that any ſuch thing can be pretended; and I remem- 
ber no inſtanee of a meſſage any way reſembling. 
© this, that ever was ſent to this houſe, the very end 
© of a ſeſſion, and that ſeſſion the laſt of a parliament. 
1 cannot indeed, n en to n a reaſon why ' 
5 any 


Chap.1V. DISQUISITIONS. % 
any ſuch meſſage ſhould have been at all ſent; and 
© much leſs can I form a reaſon why it ſhould have 
© been ſent at ſuch a remarkable time; therefore, IL. 

< muſt think that gentlemen will certainly empect to 


be informed by thoſe who are able to inform them, 
< what neceſſity there was for this meſſuge, and from 


© what ſudden and, till now, unforeſeen: change in our 


_ © affairs, the ſending of ſuch a meſſage has now become 
more neceſſary than it was at ”"_ eg * 
former part of the leon Ke. 890% 4 
Many other members ſpoke ſpoke unanfierably a the- 
inhprogeletywel dach 8. meſſage at ſuch à time. 0 10 
tte miniſtry carried their point. | 
When it was determined, J. D. 10 We 
| fave the deſtruction of the people by ase Aighoba 
certain burdens ſhould be laid upon them, to enhanes 
their price, and put them out of the reach of the” 
vulgar; the Watlpolian crew, ever attentive to money- 
matters, ever thirſting for the people's life-bld6d; 
inſiſted, that -70,0001. a' year ſhould” be” ſettled on 
the civil lift, to make up for the deficiency, wWhieh 


would enſue, they ſaid, upon the diſcouragement of 


ſpirituous liquors. It was urged, that the reſtyaint 
laid on the uſe of ſpirituous liquors would i | 
all the revenues, and the civil liſt among the reſt; 5 
becauſe it would ſave the lives of multitudes, and 
there would be a. greater conſumption. of beer, &c. 
and that, at moſt, parliament, w was only obliged to make 
good 43,000 J. the ſum, which, the duties on ſpirituous 
liquors, were expected to raiſe, 8 being 2 
conſequence of the people's exceſs. the courtiers 5 


inſiſted, e ha 8 e had no buſineſs to enquire - 
ö 6 ; 4 
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as. Te n h 


« whether the duties granted to the civil ut, produced 


© the expected ſum of 800,000 l. a year, or a million; 
© but if they did really produce more, that ſurplus was 

2 ſort of prize already granted to his majeſty [chat 
is; to the miniſtry] - and parliament neither ought, 
© nor could take any part of that ſurplus from him, 


© or make any alterations however neceſſary for the | - 
ſafety of the pedple] t by which that ſurplus might 


'© be diminiſhed, inn making good the Joſs in 


© ſome other way. Thus theſe modeſt: gentlemen 
argued, that the miniſtry ought to have certain 
revenues whole, that they might always have enough 


to dole away among their (crew, whether thoſe reve-_ 
nues produced a million, or two millions, annually, 


and that the poor people are never to be gainers by 
any improvement made in revenue- matters. All the 
while, they ſhewed no anxiety, whether the ſinking 
fund might loſe. No matter what becomes of the 


public. This is the manner of conſtruing, at court, 


the old maxim, Salus populi pos: * 1 "98 
carried, however, for the 70, oo. . „ e 13, N 

A. D. 1738, the houſe goes up with? an «A of 
thanks for the convention, w which was 10 unpopular, 


they were aſhamed to print it, in the votes, as uſual; 


What a dane of ee the houſe muſt have dern 
e . 
TY MYR bejng, the roles of government, uit ( a7 


Ta Chineſe emperor e,) to be faultleſs.” By the ſame 
| rule, the law-makers ought to be faultlefs; not to 


be the moſt lawleſs Thee! * the rn ; not the great | 
3 I 99. 
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corruptors of the people. It is 3nfinitely ſhameful to 
rr the parents leading thocchildren into wickedneſs; | 
It is/a.maxim,oBie;*-{fys ir M. Myndlum in the 
debate, A. P. 15 38, om the; Spai/pdepredations) 
< that. we ought not to ſpan lc ill of [the dead : but this 
max im relates ta dead mn, nqt ti dead? parkiaments. 
Of parliaments wes muſt; ſay nothing amiſs; while 
© they, are livinggsbudicafters they are ead, we are 


_ © allowed td tell the:truthy and ta gives oun ſentiments = 


$ of; them frerly. This parlament wil / ſoom e come to 
ie die as othats havef done before at: vt can livetbut a 
e foe yeaie dacgerly theyotire ler yblecifides what 
=. give the eaſt geaſan . to duſpeſt — 

©, ſuch a maxima Some former partiamentd) ſenmed to 
«. ſpeaks, upowAll.accaſions; the ſenſe af miniſters; and 
< theix;/ ſenſe anlyoi ut Liam ſure:the; character n 
generallyn given ta thoſo: parl iadents lcanche moi en- 
cCcouragement ſon us to follow; theitzexamplF'*, .“ gildn. 
„he houſa. f c %], had fon «many loycars 
© ſcarce any other emplopmentithan reneiviug Addref⸗ 
ſes and. Mer See ee cee depreda- 
bons. — The 8 nent o dhe iniſtery 
* havec oper A SIP Pfnkh8.natign x5 


« all the independen 147 Meg ng that 6; 
q for war, had not the court of Spain—baſfled 1 


6 comp! ing arts made uſe of. al e e 5 
ho wobld {tilt Have ut df ch Fn! 4 
f Madrid condüfetHdbũ K en to Ted Sen ap | 
< pearances Dy Rebitng) all pete 1805 der fe 1on 
to the Britiſh Badem 4. Rt Hf, kin "prevailed 
for v war "ore ae Walpale's Ts who deſerved - 
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an underſtanding 


© liament before they entered pon che gr 


By . 


1 Edling 


bv FRY 


to loſe biker: for oppoſing, the == of che nation 
though the ſenſe of the nation; had been, wrong. 


The duke of Argyle oblerved, 4. D. 9 9 fp 


debate on the penſion-bill, that it Wa 8. A 
ordinary, that the commons ed, 1 deg ſin 


| bill, and very ſoon alter rej6 a place: "There 
is no, doubt, but the privelpls F; A ee 5 wy | 
fame. with that of, ? 1 hy Ig 8 


be 1 no reaſon, gi 


ing of the cdmihoil 1 cary X 1 ined | 
that, when tHe: : place-pull 5 \ 

commons, and ron out | bt lor 
'betivech the houſes,” 
mons woe the cettainty "he" che lor 


reject q and that Wben the commons reje Ad t ey 


had notz ſettled matters with khe öther hou 


o 


wiſe-we inuſt 160k upon tim 46 4 ſet 7 of Arp fuer, 5 


acting upon no printiple whatever: | 
Of late years; (ſays Fa ee. — | | 
w 


© have been Jed;\T'do not how, | e new me- | 
* thod of proceeding in parlisment, 4 10d ve; 125 
« ferent from whit out .anctRors dig always Oerhe. 
< In former umd the genctal of partituldr 5 jev; N obs 


< were firft examined; eonſidered and 1 
25 


bee 


© any: ſupplies gabut lately we 


« publiedervice\ attiohg the fit Things we do. he 
malt tive bill, the nd A bil And luck bn e 
aue un er the —— 59 that appe: — 

ud enen were 5 
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« genefally look ou the whole! buſinets-df: bee 
eto be ber. If this houfe ſhould-Tthen enger zupft 
« any diſegreeable:enquiries inte grievintos,; ws tight 
„perhaps be told, that then ſeaſow was the! fat 
< ſpent q that ĩt as aeceſtaſy for gentlenlen tu rhabr? 
home to mind thefp ribatze affairs; We igll pro: 
© bably ne obliged/ts defer te ascher feinen Jeet e 
« welfate of this .nation: requited to be dtterkfed int 
the preſmi. 1 hope gentlemen will Coder hib end 
that they ilk agala begin ti fd? te wiſe method = 
© obſerved by our anceſtors; and lee (ome ft id 
dur io bands for our fifty tin we hade heure tht 
< redrefled all the grievances of cur fellow udſccte. | 
meter we may chink, "thy tal, Wis A boite, 
fays lord Cure A. D. 1 T mr Pot  redfom 
© (6 Peers that the froquayiey, of ith deine Cet 
ot ctedite, einn ft debts, Kk. „ Aud the Eee 
c pliance they have all met wit , TEndets ot echt 
© tution the commom Jeſt" of Wery man Abrésd: Our 
preterices to liberty wil; 1 tr. in a fort time, Be. 
© PR as ich the ichen of foreigriets' is our. the | 
© colntubt His alreagy rendered our pretcries” ts the 
© k6ldinig of the balance of power i in Fur 
« cofifrmes· iti this opinion by a queſfivi | obs 
« nas By 4 Freith ngblemin. le was 2 want öf good © 
v ſenſe, and yet he ps day ſericudy atked dis” What 
© differeyce there was between the pärkiattert of EHE. 470, 
land and the parſi ey Have in Fruntr. 1 : 
© readily anfwered; and I hops ? ag bine gun for 
* ſaying, - that in Frente the Hug makes teir le r 
edits, and their parliaments muſt comply with what 
eber the king defites, but in Fuztand our laws ate 
© made by king and parlament, and our parlijathents : 
« * may refuſs to comply with vhateher the King deſires. 
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© have been,made-abeuk the.glarm lyen;$9 the,pegple 
by the nn mea of officers civil and 8 
© have; at pfnſent, and Abona gur, dihenties 
1 and conſtitution.,may; he een te. by corrupt prac 
s tices, they mayibanand API they, pars infroduced 
| © into every Aghate J. urn git Wed e 
© taſt 10 anſwer:them,vpan, fe Accabione all], ſhall 
* ſay 491them vp9n this is, that; we Are. ehe in; che 
prapęr place t æHNuiting into neh things; off any 
« gentleman kagys pf 00 uoneceſlary olfica that bas 
been, latel et α 03a; uhNfealery.s iPhone 
<A: +0 Eanmgrntieman e ee tr ta 

© been. lately wade. or atteropied pn Eon 


© lnely jateoduants of: maden hl: 04 oÞe[maygniale 
<. ad N member;af zhis houſes. High is the ap d vinr, 
A © queſt of the nation, he is in duty peund ter dae 
0 „ But then t then: he.gyeha; welbe | 
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breathe ſuch a ſpirit of liberty,” 2 


- yu 12455 


If this bill be paſſed into a lay, the mol ng 


c diſſenter— 


o bene! obne moſt horcible 1 


12 of 9 55 5M 1 4 


tt 89 . oy S Lane bre l 17 
©the 1 0 
a rein fia wales e raue, ma. 
ze molt rigid difſenter—thar "tremendous . 
compariſon . with whom old Satan i is 4 to 


gentleman—whs is fo ineffablyr wicked, "chat des will 


not ſay his prayers with à book in his band, and will 
diſclaim the authority of mer: "over  Chriff's religion 


might get h b we an 
2 alderman. of London! | And What r mis fortune 
than that, can the human mind frame the idea af, 


unleſs a comet were to come from the moſt diſtant 
regions of ſpace, and—ſet the 'chancellar 8 full-boe= 
tomed wig on, fire, e „ {SR ora „ 
wort effect of the bill would be, to oblige thoſe 
had a. mind to proſecute for nrezularities in ein 
rations, to do it within 2 reaſonable time, ade 
- and, defence could be b 
Eh anſwer the views of 1 their point is, to keeß | 
rod over the people's s head at all times. Lord Se 


afterwards > puts the houſe in mind of what cutials 7 


Walpolian, proceedings had' been detected by th 81 ; 
committee relating to this very corporation on à mb 


milinterpretation of their, chatter, or "rather walken £ 


adden 955 it fro 
* had 


2 


9 2 4 Jifſen 10 5 pet „ 1 
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gut. But this did not 
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a ic 30 ed 4h U Abe bouſengf-lendas 1 5: That 


e of 55 peace, or. refuſi 


| el kate, who is heteby empowered to pf 


en the Royrarg fate, ag he acts in the caparity 


| following Mee, words; Privilege vs hot made ö 
dio kkreen criminals, but to preſervs the very being 
ur anceſtors icon» 

|. fidered | 


6 and 2 e Loaf wh 


av SOLENT thaw 
A=. * iapas, fol ved bj: this beviſe/of.cout- 


< pep Hege of, parliament does pat ertzgdd t the caſe / of | 
155 ge ee nr gh 


9 obftroQ the, grdigary .courle., ys. in the 
1 65 2 10 10 2 Thy ak Oe mg 


teite 4 5 99 0 


. ps 171 ew 

4 22 00 N 45 12 cs 
beings; 2M: print 8 < 

:All;.caſes,, but, real 


as Gr us; , wheteas the got gba, or pu Ng of 
70 may (* called (for e any thing may to Tres 
a.feditious [i libel,. is neither treaſon, felovy, breach” 
of, peace, nor diſobedience to Haleas 


Perz alledged, chat the reſolutions, fas 


| Leiten the deten of. patent to. — ——X 


power... That the cefolution- bot. only infringed the 
privilege of parliament, but tended to the reſtraint. of 
exery man's perſona} liberty, ſeeing it arms, that 
31}. meg wdy be bound to the peace fot Writing what 
maꝶ be called; A ſeditious libel, by which. every mans 
erty is ſurrendered into the hands of a e 


writing. 2 ſeditjous libel,” ahd jo, imptifon any g 


en this account, without: council, W jury 7 


while the perſug. opprefled by power gg ny ;redreſs 


The proteſting lords conclude wien de 


der 2 undone, ir dee 


dme dne of pri royal 'procrſy ould: be 
 4dmictel in y Tar whatſoever, 
Where: de bat of pumet 
1 would be aral, the peer ought never to be given, 
<hecauls tedrefy'romes tod/ live," & parliament under 
terror of imipritontdent can Reither be 
„ee nor bold) nor honeſt; and if this privilege ws 
— the moſt important queſtion might b 
in y loft, or Ulitied by a ſudden irruption 
8 let looſe againſt the members half. an 
ops debate. Laſtly, as it has already 
been obſerved;''the' eaſe uf ſuppoſed libbls le, above 
Alf others; the woſt darigetvus and alarming to be 
© left opefi fo proſty during the time of privilege: 
Er e event) ofthe "Thy touching libel, a5 ir bath 
_ ©: hirieiſtiies been luld down, be duly weighed,” ir muſt 
ente Both houſes” 6f Phitidnibnt' with terror ünd 
„ne, Tze repetftion -f u libel; the delivery f 
=P \ tb woher, is mid to be 2 publication; 
ny; he bare peſſemon of it has been deemed un- 
« mitial;” ünleft it i- immediately deſtroyed or carried 
hege! Eecry Ibrd T pürſiament then, 
ne Mtv "awe this," whe is falſely accuſed, Ln 
* without any information, named in 
me Reretiiry- of Rate warrant, has loft hie peri- 


* lege by this reſblition{ and Mer ut the mtecy of that 


enemy ie lentnint ah liberty,” the meſtenger of the 
„bes. For the and many other fofvible reaſons, 


s hol&'it highly unbeeotiing the-dignityy/ gravity; 


ad wildota'of the houſe of peers, as well as their 


cpian nn dimi- 
niſn 


3, 


= 
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„widdonnaf ages, declared with preciſion Aar org | 
ing orders, 110; repeatedly confirmed and hitherto | 
«preſerved ĩnuiolable by che ſpirit of our anceſtors, 
called: tu it unly hy: the other houſe on a particular A 
_ <-oecgfion,:and:terſerve; a particular purpoſe, ex: poſt 
Fut, dr punti, et pendente-litg,. in the courts below. 
The braue pagliamenté lin which fate the Humpdens 
atid the Fm, wand not. Allow this in the caſe of 
the 3 members; Though. the tyrant directly accuſed. 
them: of high n treaſon, Which cannot by law. plead. 
privilege. Such is the difference between an 4. 
peuient lend one ridden by a miniſtry, 
But, mem, It. Was rgſolved in the houſe of com- | 
mona, A D. 1766, That ſeizing the papers of the - 
author, or ſuppoſed author, printer, or publiſher of 
© @ilibel+1is. illegal, ande the ſeizing the papers of 2 
' © member of, parliament, on. ſuch. pretence. is likewiſe - 
da breach of, Privileg And afterwards a bill was 
orſlered an for, reſtraining the,ifſuing. of warrants. for. 
ſeining papers, (SHAPE in the caſes of treaſon or felony, 
under. gextain regulations. The title of the 1 * 
altered. . It miſcarried in the, Nap. 

daf. an F 4 +i1011k Mmaämoo 111 3 {445 ; 
The civil liſt was ſaid to be, in gebt, 4. B. 2768, 
o, O R Mei Was ſent from the king (i. e. 
the miniſtry) to the houſe. of commons, deſiring that 
hay would make proviſion accordingly. It was urged 
im favour. of the demand, that the king had given up 
tothe netion his ſhare, of the captures in the late war 
amounting ite 709,000 4. The ee ran e 


en ene nee ls 600 $6874 
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= Alm. "Dex: Tour, 4. P. d 1 Thid. + v11. 183. 
© Ibid. 185. Lon. Muc. 1769 p. 656. 


Cp V. DISQUISITIONs. 49 
The faviſh complalfance of patliament to mini 0 


ſters was eoüfeſſec in the year 1569, When the mim 
ſtry ſent over to the Hmerican governors a poſitive, 2 
miſe, that, on certain conditions, the odious 
acts ſhould be repealed Such was the hes | 
ſervility of: the*houſe at that time, that when it was 
moved by the oppoſition to reſolve, That diſorders: 
had prevailed in ſeveral of the colonies prejudieial to 
the commerce of the kingdom; and to the peace of- 
the colonies ; That a principal cauſe -of cbnanan., 
ders was the ill-Judged and inconſiſtent infty 
given by perſons in adminiſfration to the governors: 
of ſome of the ptovitices-in -North': America; That: 
_ direQing the diſſolution of the ' aſſemblies of North 
” America, upon their refuſal to comply with certain 
_ propoſals of government, operated as a- menace inju-- 
_ rious to the (deliberative: capacity of thoſe aſſemblies, 

al! tetiding to excite diſcontent, and produce unjuſ-: 
 tifiable: combinations; That it was inconſiſtent, a 
tended to expoſe his majeſty's councils to the e L 
of the coloniſts, to diſſolve the old aſſemblies for nor 6G) 
avowing certain combinations, at the ſame time, that 
new afſemblies were ſuffered to ſit, without diſavowingot 
diſcountenancing the ſame combinations ; That it was. 

unwarrantable, of dangerous conſequence, and a high. 5 
dreach of the privilege of the houſe of commons, for, 
any perſon in adminiſtration. to promiſe to the afſem- 
blies in North America, the interpoſition or influence 
of the king or his ſervagts. with the-houſe, in order to 


a repeal of taxation f acts, or to pledge the faith of the 


crown. to thoſe af=mblics, &c, when theſe reſoluti-. 
ons were moved * the oppoſition, I fay, ſuch was the 


E# 3 + ** £4 ? Mo 
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ies = on: _ yur. 341, 4 pa. 
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428 of complai ſance f, ew) 99 7 | Hires an 2 

ply ſary : patient iy never clear) yo! 

1 N 1 8 ibel, OM: 
by 8 ea 2 | 


* . Kg Wee 


gs 


trave. been taughs 2 0 
and puniſhment, of. thi! ſuppaled Abel, were not 8 . 
come before che jun: They were quly 2p find, 
whether: the gechſed, had any gene, in the up- 
es Wel, auh che juders Meth. 5e puſs, ſentence, 
who. piomoted:, 


, reſolution, ought | 
to haye been more ſupe of the integrity. of judge, than 

e of 2 nature, | 
an. yp tak” Anis re 1 „ 1 | Hoi 
| e 42 the- court, 1 
the courkd of few rang was Jhandefully grofs. The = 
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s - POLITICAL --/Book'V.. 
do our ſuperiors ee "_w_ — 8 
words, that they are gods, while their actions ſhew 

them to be PR PRs 2845 a worthleſs 7 


+mortals. ; Tron” gd 1:1 4 Mgt” 
In — n ry there: were 45 many compli- 
ments bandied between the court, and parliament, | as 
ever. Vet at that time, almoſt every part of the 
— known tobe diſſatisfied ; the pe- 
ple of England enraged againſt their repreſentatives, 
and petitioning the king ſor a new. parliament; the | 
people of Ireland offended on account of the proroga- 
tion of their parliament, becauſe they would ſupptiyt 
the conſtitutional manner of taxation; and the: colo 
niſts provoked by de e ee eee 
teſt of their obedience. e e ee, gp 
In that ſame year, Sir n Soviley\ no party- 
e ſaid in the houſe of commons, 5 This! 
© hath betrayed the rights of the people. Sir Ale. 
Gilmour called him to order. General Conway ſaid 
the words were reprehenſible.' That it was inſulting 
-parliament, ' and that members had been ſent to the 
Tower for ſuch words, but as beben. thay were 
Fpoken: in anger, he only ſhould wiſh. that for the 
Future the gentleman would be more cautious... Sir a Eck 
-Gvorge Savile replied, he had not ſpoke in anger; that 5 
poten opp i hs when he mentioned 
the proceedings of the houſe upon the Middleſex clec- ; 
a and that he would always uſe the ſame wworda, 
whenever the ſume "queſtion was in agitation, Mr. 
ſerj. Ghnn defended the words. He obſerued, 540 ot” 
they were the only words · in our · language Y 
enpreſs the idea of che thing; that if + dpoken %n a. 
thing that did not exiſt, no one would-be more 1 5 
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Af opinion ho the great engine, by which the few | 
reh gwen the many, what ſhall we H of A 
widdom of thoſe governors,. who hy the gracias ef 
very ſoul and ſordid art, and by apenly fhewing's - 
Seal naglect of the public intereſt.  taonk aha pacple | 

to look: upon their ſuperiare as theit ant , 

or as clumſy blackheads, S the ff 

| eee e eee 1 nen N 
| | Hoviever iris come to-paſs, ithe a irgpriain; that 
in no age, or nation, ver was thepeoplety apiniem of 
their governors at n lower cbb, thas dn been n, 
ſoen in 2 certain country. In farmer times, hun the 
_ characters of ſtateſtnen were attached in. print,” els 
writers uſed caution, aud either deſcribed ahem: by 
their behaviour, in ſich 2 manner as uo point them 
ove without naming them, or if they mern mate g. 
he I OO Now - 
our politieal' and ſativical writers make mo hefitation = 
in calling our higheſt characters ap .cheir_Facas; and 

with their names printed at full length, zagues, and 


eres, Er 35 


© This 1 acknoarledge ts be eh inconfitent anth *% 
But fill ĩt mariis &rongly che fentiments af” 

— . And it muſt likewiſe be owned, that a 
great deal of che iHveRRive, chat is thiownout in zien 
of general diſſatisfaction, is always -agyravatcd, an 
often wholly groundleſa. But had out-governaors kant 
ap a conduct venerable far integrity, and amiable for 
difinterefted attachment to the public good, the peo 
ple would neuer haue thaught of treating tham in a 
manager ſo apenly diſreſpemiul. Even the gedſs- 


minded mob, when wrought up to the biglreſt rage, 
would avoid throwing dirt upon a fecrates, a — r 
a Hampden. 


Tun 


n typ e 12k ud lar Vizer 
! here is (to borrow the tho; ur g, "ou ir 
Saboptiri Sofcerfing kings) det 3 mat 
in a min of wore, as ſlander dares Ad to 80 
© Mons uien obſerves rom F 7, that the Cert 
giman A es ha oft. Ra 12 5 port the 0 
S de the fecond ine War. 1 yes, 
27 fon for dr this. t Livy accounts, x it. ni e 
| fays, w when he x xeturned hows found, Fre the m 
Kiates had ou uilty of gr fo b e 71 
| public money. Wer it to be wondered 8 that they 1 loft 
| their authority upt Kelten pg a! ever | e 
Side to all, BH s earn the wages of corrup 
tion. All kinds of duplicity : are 2 to 0 people pole. 
2 of "Cont, and duke of. Orleans, e e 
> pleaſe the parliament of Par;s) to be the impl. 
enemies "off Moxarine, v while they were carrying 
on u treaty with him at 8+, Cormains en Laye, direly 
contraty to the firſt article. of their anl. The from 
ge „ Ange i, detect e 
. court and city * of ERS 
* « The people have already e Nr 
8 


| ; Elles, (ſays an eminent er in the hou 


commons, on tbe lord mayor's. proteRing the pin- 
ters agginſt the ſexjeant of ,the-houls. of mens. 
4. D. zee 5 apd they will eren be by 
© their Juries 3": though 12 5 ö ed 
ig” E l 3 "If 1 0 2 23 2 64/20 
525 a n * 3 5 a 
Ie Va. W. Des "RET 108. „ Offs: 
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© as we are Joſpiſed, as i: was: as we 
are deteſted, the eſtabliſhment of a tyranny in our- 

© ſelves* [the aſſumed power of impriſoning their 
conſtituents for ſuppoſed breach of privilege] © who 
are appointed for no purpoſe, but to repel it in 
others, would expoſe us to the ee of every 
good Engliſhman.” 
We [the houſe of „ are ſufficiently ob- 
© noxious, ſufficiently deteſtable to the nation already; 


and if we have no regard for the city magiſtrates, we. 


© ſhould at leaſt have ſome little conſideration for 
© ourſelves,” Speech of Sir Geo. Saville on the motion 
for ſending the lord mayor and alderman Oliver to 
the Tower for protecting the printers againſt, the ſer- | 
jeant of the houſe of commons, A. D. „ 


« Since I had the honour” [ſays a ſpeaker on the 
ſame occaſion ] I ſhould ſay, the diſhonour, of 
. ſitting in this houſe, I have been witneſs to many 


e ſtrange, many infamous tranſactions. What can 


* be your intention in attacking all honour and virtue ? | 
Do you mean to bring all men to a level with your- 
« ſelves, and to extirpate all honour and indepen- 
« dence? Perhaps you imagine, a vote, will ſettle the 
0 whole controverſy. Alas! you are not aware, that. 
© the manner, in which your vote is procured, is a 
© ſecret to no man, Liſten, . For if you are not 
« totally callous, if your conſciences are not ſeared, 
I will ſpeak daggers to your. ſouls, and wake vou 
< to all the hells of guilty recollection. 1 will follow 
you with whips and ſtings, throu h every maze of 
your unexampled turpitude, and plant thorns under f 
6 the roſe of miniſterial approbation,'— Vo have : 
. en 


* 


2 Lonp. Mac. March, 1771, p. „„ 
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© flagrantly violated juſtice, and the My 01 the land, | | 
| © and opened a door for anarchy and confuſion. 


After aſſuming an arbitrary dominion over law, and 


juſtice, you iſſue orders, warrants, and, proclama- 
* tions, againſt every opponent, and ſend priſoners 


© to your Baſtile all thoſe,” who have the courage and 
© virtue to defend the freedom of their country. But 


< it is in vain, that you hope by fear and terror to 
© extinguiſh the native Brits fire, The more facri. 
4 ices, the more martyrs you make, the more nume- 
© rous the ſons of liberty will become. They will 
„multiply like the hydra, and hurl vengeance on 


© your heads. Let others act as they will; while I 


; © have a tongue, or an arm, they ſhall be free, And 
; © that I may not be a witneſs of theſe monſtrous pro- 

© ceedings, I will leave the houſe nor do I doubt, 
| © but every independent, every honeſt man, every 
< friend to England will follow me. Theſe walls are 
© unholy, baleful, deadly, while a proftitute majo- 


© rity. holds the bolt of parliamentary power, and 
k hurls its vengeance only upon the virtuous. To 


« yourſelves, therefore, I conſign you. Enjoy your 


© pandemenium *. a” All the gentlemen in the oppoſi- | 


fon roſe, as one man, and left the houſe. 


When the duke of Richmond, A. D. 1773, moved, 2 
that a - meſſage be ſent to the houſe of commons, 


| requeſting them to communicate to the lords the re- 
| and other materials, upon which they had pro- 

ceeded in paſſing the Eat Tadia' bill, the motion was 
rejected. Their lordſhips knew which way they 


were to vote, without ſeeing any materials. But the 


| directors * that great trading e do not heſi- 


e iN | tate 
14 . 


4 Loup. Mad: 755 1771 p. 354. 


— a 


15 


4 POLITICAL | Book . 


tate to foretel, that the bill will be the utter ruin of 
che company. The fame bill was carried in the 
houſe of cbmmons, 131 againſt 222: 3 

Ho deep the politics of the times were, may be 
| Judged by the following: A. D. 1773s it was, in the 

compaſs of only a fortnight, reſolved in_ the houſe of 
commons, that all acquiſitions made by military 
force, belong to the Hate, That to appropriate ſuch 
acquiſitions is illegal. That great ſums, have been, 
by ſuch means, obtained from ſovereign ptinces in 
India [by lord Clive]. And, that lord Clive, for his 
fervices in India, had deſerved the preſents he 1 
which were uſual, Reconcile theſe reſolutions who 
can—to any thing, but miniſterial . wy Ft 
A. D. 1771, Mr. C. Fos vindicated the — 
of lifts from the treaſury to their friends, directi 
for whom they ſhould ballot, as e for 
niſtration on all occaſions v.. 

Hear the ſenſe of the city of "Zinden on the mY 
complaifance of parliament to miniſters, : "6 ' Repreſen, 
© tatives of the people are eſſential to the making of 
© laws; and there is a when it is demonſtrable 
© that Lebe] © men” [w 0 ſit in the houſe of commons]! 

r ceaſe to be repreſentatives. | That time is now ar- 
* rived. The preſent houſe of commons does not 
" repreſent the people. way 3 
A remonſtrance from the city 1 was agreed on, Mare 
11, 1773 *, complaining | of the neglect of the former, 

c Our Fane, who. were hgh, to be. the 
b | 8 t 


oo 


| — 
See the ins Rk and Mi of the year 
Alu. DB. Cou. ix. 306, 

© CiTy's REMoxsrR. to the king, 4. D. 1770. | 

4 See the Naws-Payzzs of that date. 


— 


order to ſtop the courſe of juſtice, to introduce a 


great reaſon for ſears and approdenſions. The time s 
prevent public diſorders is, Now, before the diſorders ; >", | D___ 
begin. The beginning af the public diforders, ws. ta af Bo. 


| of preventicng it are, 4 Atlociation! for ſupport of public 


'God forbid) that the uſual ways and means are likely, 


«gular of cur rights, has inened out wee ene 


5 privileges.” They mention the Midler electiom, "of 55 
the impriſoning of the lord mayor, and alderman Oi. 


for not obeying the illegal mandates of an arbitrary |. 2 9 A | 
b houſe of commons, and violating the ſolemm oa — 4 ** 


* they had taken for the preſeryation of the 
© of the eapital. We recal (ſay they) o 


b jeſty's remembrance with horror, that — 35 Won 
5 aft of tyranny, the eraſing a judicial een in 


« ſyſtem of power againſt right,” &c. 1 b e 
| ciſolucion of parliament, and 2 removal of bad + 


br . » 5 Ex , bo 
8 ; WE” 2H 


+ A 


30 nch fees brief cet ble cal dedudtion, 9 F 
miniſterial and corrupt influence in parliament, i in- +. 
intyill'ts hel, th C0000 fe 
ruinous of all grjevances. | 1 85 0 


* _—_ , . 
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"From a due confderation of what this firſt 3 8 
ee en, which is but a ſmall part of che public | | 1 | 
abuſes of the times, every thoughtſul reader will ſas | 1 


n 
ro Ng 4 : 


have reaſon to apprehend, will be, a diminution of the 1 
value of Stocks. It ia en of every man e #7 1 48 


credit, A model for thes alociations we have. by 1 
looking back to the tranſactions of the year 1745. 1 
Public eredit cannot ſink, if the nation unites in ſup- 9 = 5 
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ſufficiency for aying t 
dividend, England. has 


as taxing all | legacies, left by. others — 


bands and wives, introdueing by degree Sir Math: 
Decher's method of taxation, and, leſſening by degrees 
the number of our preſent tax-gatberers} reducing 
devouring army, taxing. ſaddle-horſes, and other 1. 
ticles of luxury, and all Public diverſions, 3 
enormous number, and retrenching the e2 
| comes of places, &c. of all which more fully: 


L - May à beam bf. caleſtial light directed by a” : 


Slots voice, which of old ſaid, Let 925 be light; 
irradiate the mind of. Him, whom Divine Providence 
hath. placed ſupreme in the government of this gr 
empire; that he may | ſee the things, which belong | 


his and the nation's peace, before they bene" ever "hid. — | 


from his eyes. And when, guided by that he: — 
light, he ſets himſelf at the head of a plan for reform? 


ing/theſe, and the other abuſes,”-which are the diſgrace, | 


and naturally tend to bring on the ruin of the ſeute 3 by 


may be find his people: willing to ſecond choſe 


| theyexecution of which will obtain for him che mö t, 


illuſtrious of all. titles, iz. Father of his _ att 
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